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P     R     E    F    A    C    E. 

6  If   any  would  attempt   to  be  matter   of  true  elo 

*  quen%e,  and  aim  at  a  proper  elevation  of  iiile,  let  him 
c  read,  with  unremitting  diligence,  the  antient  pro- 

*  phets,  the  iufpired  evangelilts  and  apoftles;  for  their 
'  writings  are  an  abundant  fource  of  all  the  riches  and 
f  ornament  of  fpeech.' 

It  hath  been  now  a  long  and  juft  complaint,  that  po- 
efy,  which  is  of  a  divine  original,  mould  have  been  fo 
much  debafed  to  the  worit  of  purpofes,  in  decorating 
vice  and  profanenefs;  md  that  men,  endued  with  fuch 
a  happy  talent,  mould  fo  much  employ  it,  in  furnifh- 
irig  out  theatrical  entertainments,  or  upon  ludicrous  and 
profane  trifles.  How  happy  would  it  have  been  for 
the  world,  what  an  ornament  to  Chriftkmity  and  ad- 
vantage to  the  church;  and  how  honouring  to  them- 
felves,  as  well  as  beneficial  to  the  interefts  of  religion, 
had  they  employed  it  on  evangelical  and  divine  fub- 
jefts,  in  pointing  out  the  beauties  of  creation,  the  boun- 
ty of  providence,  the  depth  of  redeeming  love  and 
grace,  and  the  excellency  and  fweetnefs  of  true  reli- 
gion and  practical  godlinefs  ! 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Erskine,  Author  of  the  following 
Poems^  was  happy  in  employing  his  poetical  talent  to 
the  beii:  of  purpofes:  the  fubje<3b  Ifts  made  choice  of  to 
handle,  were  of  the  utrnoft  importance  for  mankind 
to  know;  his  manner  of  treating  them,  truly  evangeli- 
cal ;  and  the  fpirit  that  breathes  through  them,  heaven- 
ly and  divine;  tending  to  warm  the  heart,  excite  to 
genuine  devotion,  and  to  infpire  the  mind  with  juft 
and  proper  fentiments  of  God  and  true  religion. 

The  fentiments  of  Dr.  Bradbury,  relative  to  our  Au- 
thor's poetical  talent  are  very  juft.     *  Mr.  Erfkineys 

<  Poems \  fays  he,  are  greatly  to  be  efteemed,  for  the 
«  fweetnefs  of  the  verfe,  the  difpofition  of  the  fubjefts, 
1  the  elegancy  of  the  composition,  and,  above  all,  for 
c  that  which  animates  the  whole,  the  favour  of  divine 

<  and  experimental  knowledge.' f 

f  See  his  Preface  to  fome  of  Mr.  Erfkiiie's  Sermons,  printed  at 
London,  in  1 73B. 
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PREFACE 

T  O     T  H  E 

READER. 

READER, 

WHATEVER  apologies  this  book  has  formerly  been 
prefaced  with,  {as  to  the  manner  in  which  many 
lines  in  it  are  written),  (hall  be  here  altogether  dropt  and 
forborn.  I  now  difmifs  it  as  it  is,  under  the  conduct  of  di- 
vine providence,  to  take  its  hazard  in  the  world  ;  fmce  it 
has  already  ierved  its  apprenticeihip  under  feveral  impieliions, 
and  gone  both  through  kind  and  hard  ufage,  through  good 
report  and  bad  report.  It  never  promifed  much  to  them 
that  feek  nothing  but  plea  jure  andjitisjacl;on  to  their  fancy; 
but  I  have  heard,  that  it  has  done  fome  fervice  (and,  I  hope, 
through  thebleiTing  of  Heaven,  it  may  yet  do  more)  to  them 
that  fe ek  profit  and  edification  to  their  fouls. 

The  late  edition  of  this  book  at  London,  being  more  full 
and  complete  than  any  that  was  formerly  emitted,  it  is  fit 
here  to  acquaint  the  reader,  that  this  is  printed  exactly  off 
the  London  copy,  without  any  material  addition  or  altera- 
tion, except  in  the  third  port  of  the  book>  that  comes  under 
the  name  of  Riddles,  or  myfteries;  and  partjxrh,  chap.  ii. 
feet.  I.  intitled,  The  believer's  principles,  concerning  tht  niyfie- 
ries  oj  the  lanv  and gofpel ;  both  of  which  (becaufe  there  were 
feveral  demands  in  this  country  f  jr  a  new  edition)  I  thought 
fit  to  confirm  by  fcripture-texts,  cited  at  the  bottom  of  the 
page,  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  that  are  weak  in  knowledge, 
and  unacquainted  with  the  fcripture  *.  I  have  diix 
them  by  a  letter  of  the  alphabet,  at  every  branch  of  tiie  fen- 
tence  that  is  either  feemingly  or  really  oppoiite  to  the  other, 
unto  fome  icriptural  text,  one  or  more,  for  evincing  the  truth 
thereof:   by  which  means  the   weakelt  that  is  willing,   may 

*  The  fcriptures  in  this  edition  are  extended  at  full  length. 
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come  to  underftand  the  moll  difficult  paradox,  or  myftery, 
mentioned  in  this  work ;  at  lead  fo  far  as  to  fee,  that  every 
part  of  it  is  founded  on  the  word  of  God,  either- dire&ly, -or 
by  plain  and  neceffary  confequ^nce.  Only  this  general  rule 
is  to  be  obferved,  namely,  That  the  reader  always  confider 
what  is  the  fubjecl:  treated  in  every  feclion  or  ftanza;  and 
this,  for  the  fake  of  the  more  illiterate,  I  fliall  iiluitrate  by 
two  examples,  the  one  concerning  the  law,  the  other  con* 
cerning  the  believer.  The  former  you  fee  Part  III.  fed,  vif 
ver,  35.  p.  i8j. 

I'm  not  obliged  to  keep  it  more; 
Yet  more  obliged  than  e'er  before* 

Here  you  are  to  remark,  that  as  the  fubjecl  fpoke  of,  i$ 
the  law  ;  fo  the  law  in  fcripture  is.  confideredtwo  ways,  viz, 
both  as  a  covenant  of  works,  and  as  a  rule  of  duty.  Now,  that 
the  believer  is  under  no  obligation  to  the  law,  as  it  is  a  covet 
nant  of  works,  or  to  perform  obedience  to  it  as  a  ground  of 
juftification,  (which  is  alfo  the  fubjecl: treated  in  that  fe&ion), 
is  confirmed  in  the  foot  notes  by.  the  following  icriptures,  to 
which  you  are  directed  by  the  letter  (s),  Rom.  vi.  14.  Gal. 
v.  1,2,  3,  4.  Where  you  may  fee  believers  are  fajd  to  be  not 
under  the  law,  but  under  grace;  and  exhorted  to rjfand  fajl  in 
the  liberty  wherewith  Chrijl  hath  made  them  free;  and  allured, 
that  Chrijl  is  become  of  no  effecl  to  them,  whofoever  of  them  are 
juft'ified  by  the  law;  they  are  fallen  from  grace, — Again,  that 
the  believer  is  under  more  obligation  than  ever  before  he  was. 
juftiiied,  to  yield  obedience  to  the  law  as  it  is  a  rule  of  life, 
(which  is  the  other  branch  of  that  paradox),  is  confirmed 
by  thefe  following  texts  of  fcripture,  to  which  you  are  direc- 
ted by  the  letter  (t),  Rom.  vi.  1,  2,  15.  where  it  is  faid, 
Shall  we  continue  in  Jin,  that  grace  may  abound P  God  forbid: 
how  Jhall  we  that  are  dead  to  fin,  live  any  longer  therein  P 
What  then  P  Jloall  we  fin,  becaufe  we  are  not  under  the  law,  but 
under  grace  P  God  forbid. — From  which  texts,  together  with 
their  contexts,  it  is  evident,  that  the  believer's  freedom  from 
the  law  as  a  covenant,  does  not  at  all  free  him  from  obliga- 
tion to  it  as  a  rule,  but  fuperadds  to  the  natural  obligation^ 
that  or  grace,  which  both  argumentative!)' and  erYeclively 
teaches  what  the  law  does  authoritatively  and  preceptively, 
namely,  to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lujls,  and  to  live  fober* 
ly,  righUouJly,  and  godly  in  this  frefent  world,.  Tit.  ii.  1 1,  I2« 
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The  other  example  I  adduce,  you  may  read,  Part  III. 
(sAm  ii.  ve r.  47.  where  the  words  are, 

To  good  and  evil  equal  bent  : 
fm  both  a  devil  and  a  faint. 

Here  the  reader  may  notice,  that  the  fubjeft  fpoken  of, 
is  the  believer,  or  the  faint's  old  and  n£w  man  defcribed, 
(which  is  part  of  the  title  of  that  fection,)  orconfidered  as  to 
hisunregenerate  and  regenerate  part  ;  in  which  view  he  is  fre- 
quently fpoke  of  in  fcripture  ;  ex.  gr.  1  John  iii.  6,  9.  it  is 
faid  of  the  believer,  or  the  perfon  born  of  God,  that  hefinneth 
not,  and  that  he  cannot  Jin,  becaufe  he  is  bom  of  God  :  there  he 
is  fpuken  of  as  to  his  new  nature,  or  regenerate  part.  But, 
I  John  i.  8.  the  words  are,  If  we  Jay  that  we  Save  no  Jin,  we 
deceive  ourftlves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us:  where  the  apoflle 
fpeaks  of  believers  unregenerate  and  corrupt  part.  Now,  this 
being  the  fcriptural  reprefentation  of  the  believer,  the  foic- 
faid  paradox  is  eafily  proven  from  icripture. 

The  frjl  branch  is,  That  he  is  equally  bent  to  good  and 
to  evil.  For  the  proof  of  this,  you  are  directed  in  the  foot- 
note to  Rom.  vii.  21.  where  the  apoiUe  Paul,  fpeaking  both 
of  his  corrupt  and  renewed  part,  fays,  J  find  a  law,  that  when 
I  would  do  good,  evil  is  prefent  with  me.  And,  i£  you  read 
the  preceding  and  following  context,  you  will  find  him  com- 
plaining how  corruption  beads  him  as  far  one  way  as  grace 
another. 

The  other  part  of  the  fame  paradox  is,  That  the  believer 
is,  on  thefe  accounts,  both  a  devil  and  a  faint.  Now,  that 
the  believer  is  by  nature  and  corruption  a  devil,  is  one  branch 
of  this  pofition  here  to  be  confirmed.  That  he  is  fo  by  na- 
ture, is  proven  by  the  following  fcriptures  in  the  forecited 
page  at  the  bottom,  John  vi.  70.  and  viii.  44.  compared ; 
where  Chrift,  fpeaking  of  fome  that  were  in  a  natural  (late, 
viz.  of  Judas  and  the  Jews,  discovers  what  is  the  itate  of  all 
men  by  nature,  that  they  are  of  their  fat her  the  devil,  J  nee  the 
lulls  of  their  father  they  will  do;  and  i.herefore  may  be  calkd 
devils,  as  our  Lord  calls  Judas,  faying,  /  have  chc/ln  you 
twelve,  and  one  of  you  is  a  devil.  And  iuch  are  believers  alio 
naturally,  as  dependents  of  the  firlt  Adam,  being  children  of 
difobedience,  and  children  of  wrath  by  nature,  even  as  ethers, 
Eph.  ii.  2,  5*.  And  that  the  believer  is  fo,  not  ..ly  bv  na- 
ture, but  alio  bv  reafon  of  remaining  corruption ,  is  proven  a* 
A  4 
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the  foot  of  the  fame  page,  from  James  iti.  15.  where  that 
apoftle,  fpeaking-of  ftrife  and  envy,  that  may  be  even  among 
the  children  of  God,  (.which  indeed  has  too  much  taken 
place  in  all  ages),  fays,  This  wifdom  dtfctndeth  not  from  above, 
but  is  earthly,  fenfual,  devilijh.  Again,  that  though  the  be- 
liever be  by  nature  and  corruption  a  devil,  yet  he  is,  py  grace 
and  regeneration,  a  faint,  is  documented  alfo,  in  the  fame 
page,  from  1  Cor.  vi.  ij4  Such  were  fome  of  you ;  but  ye  are 
fanclijied,  &c« 

In  this  manner*  you  may  eafily  go  over  all  the  reft  of  the 
paradoxes,  riddles,  or  myfteries,  contained  in  this  book,  and 
find  them  evidently  confirmed  by  the  fcriptures  of  truth,  the 
word  of  God.  This  might  be  no  unprofitable  exercife,  but 
tend  to  lead  you  in  to  the  true  knowledge  of  the  gofpel,  to 
which  myfteries  are  fo  effential,  that  it  is  defigned  by  them, 
and  called  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a  myflery,  1  Cor.  ii.  7.  ;  and 
the  knowledge  of  which  is  fo  efiential  to  Chriftianity,  and 
fo  abfolutely  neceffary  to  falvation,  that  the  fame  apoftle  de* 
clares  that  if  our  gofpel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft; 
in  whom  the  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them 
which  believe  not,  left  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrijl, 
who  is  the  image  of  God,  Jhould Jhine  unto  them.  2  Cor.  vi.  3. 

Again,  if  you  fearch  the  fcriptures,  you  will  fee  many 
more  proofs  for  every  point  than  I  have  adduced,  and  perhaps 
many  much  more  appofite;  for  thefe  only  are  fet  down  at  the 
bottom  ef  the  page  that  firft  occurred  to  me :  yet,  I  fuppofe, 
though  fometimes  but  one,  and  fometimes  more  fcriptures 
are  pointed  out,  they  are  fuch  as  fufficiently  confirm  the  po- 
rtions they  relate  to.  But  that  other  fcriptures  might  have 
been  adduced  in  plenty,  I  fhall  give  one  inilance,  in  the  pa- 
radox juft  now  mentioned,  viz.  That  every  believer,  while  in 
this  world,  is  both  a  devil  and  a  faint.  The  latter  claufe  is 
what  none  will  deny,  namely,  That  every  true  believer  is  a 
taint1;  for  further  proof  of  which,  wu  might  fee  Ac~t.s  xv.  9. 
and  xxvi.  18,  &c.  But  beeaufe  the  firft  claufe  may  feem 
more  harih,  it  may  by  fcripture  be  alfo  further  evinced  two 
ways  :  ift,  In  reipecYof  the  daily  commifiion  of  fin  he  has  to 
challenge  himfelf  with  ;  for  the  fcripture  lays,  Eccl.  vii.  20. 
^here  is  not  a  jujl  man  upon  earth,  that  doth  good,  andjmneth 
not*  And  with  this  compare  I  John  in.  8.  file 'that  commit^ 
i^h  fin,  is  of  the  devil.      Hence  it  is  plain,  there  is  not  a  juii 
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man  upon  earth,  but  may,  in  refpeel:  of  the  commiffion  of  fin, 
be  called  a  devil.  2d/y,  In  refpect  of  prevalent  temptations, 
by  which  he  may  be  hurried  into  thofe  things  that  favour  not 
of  Got/,  but  of  men  ;   on  which  account  Chrift  fays  to  Peter, 

:i.  xvi.  23.  Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan.  And  if  Chi  ill; 
calls  Peter  a  devil,  whom  he  had  defcribed  as  a  faint  of  the 
firft  magnitude,  ver.  17.  One  divinely  blefTcd  and  enlightened; 
what  occafion  may  every  believer  have  to  call  himielf  a  devil  i 
Yea,  it  is  a  part  of  his  faith  and  fanCtity,  to  fee  and  acknow- 
ledge, with  fhame  before  the  Lord,  his  own  devililh  and  def- 
perately  wicked  heart  and  nature;  which  a  blind,  felf-cdn- 
ceited  world  are  ignorant  of,  being  neither  acquainted  with 
themfelves,  nor  with  God  and  his  word.  However,  fo  it  is 
that  the  more  any  ihall  fearch  the  fcripture,  the  more,  I  hope, 
will  they  difcern,  not  only  by  the  texts  I  have  quoted,  but 
from  many  others  alfo,  the  truth  and  evidence  of  every  part 
of  this  book,  however  myiterious  feme  pafiages  of  it  may 
feem  to  many. 

Though  fome  of  thefe  lines  may  want  the  politenefs  that 
can  pleaie  the  curious  age,  yet,  while  they  itand  hrm  upon  a 
fcriptural  foundation,  none  of  them  want  authority,  and  that 
of  the  higheft  nature,  except  in  the  account  of  mockers,  and 
thofe  (of  whom  there  are  too  many  in  our  day)  that  are  either 
Deifts,  who  undervalue  the  fcripture,  or  Atheifts,  who  de- 
ride it :  and  it  is  fadly  to  be  regretted,  that  thofe  people  are 
hardened  in  their  wicked  principles  and  practices,  by  fome 
that  perhaps  have  a  higher  profefiion.  For,  I  have  feen  two 
prints,  one  called  the  Groan  and  another  the  Laugh,  wherein 
fome  lines,  picked  out  among  others,  have  been  expofed  to 
ridicule  :  but  however  fuch  gentlemen  may  laugh  at  their 
own  fport,  and  wickedly  divert  themfelves  with  ferious  mat- 
ters  for  a  time,  I  fear  their  laughing  will  iiTue  in  weeping  for 
ever  >  if  God,  by  giving  them  repentance  do  not  make  them 
groan  to  purpofe,  for  the  evidence  they  thus  give  of  either 
their  grievous  ignorance  of  the  fcripture,  or  their  grofs  pro- 
fanity, and  of  their  rcadinefs  to  yield  themfelves  iniirumenU 
of  the  devil,  to  promote  the  Atheirlical  fpirit  of  the  age, 

h  is  bent  enough  (without  any  fuch  provocations)  to 
laugh  at  every  thing  flhious,  facred,  and  fcriptural.  This  is 
fo  palpable,  without  my  obfervation  upon  it,  and  fo  felf-evi- 
denj  to  all  that  fear  God,  and  have  had  the  patience  to  read 
luc.'i  print  not  have  thought  them  worth  my 
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noticing  fo  far,  as  to  make  this  bare  mention  of  them,  had 
not  Providence  put  the  pen  in  my  hand  to  preface  this  edi- 
tion, wherein  fcriptural  proofs  are  added  to  that  part  of  the 
book. 

Reader,  It  gives  me  fatisfa&ion  enough  to  underftand,  that 
this  book  has  already  been  ufeful  and  edifying  to  fome,  how- 
ever it  is  entertained  by  others.  The  gofpel  itfelf  is  to  fome 
the  favour  of  life,  to  others  the  favour  of  death  ;  to  fome 
ivifdom,  to  others  fool'ijhnefs  ;  to  fome  matter  of  faith,  love, 
and  comfort,  to  others  matter  of  mockery  and  fcorn.  I  {hall 
be  far  from  thinking  it  any  difcredit  or  difparagement  to  this 
book,  if  it  meet  with  the  like  entertainment. — May  the  Lord, 
of  heaven  and  earth,  who  over- rules  all  things,  accompany 
it,  in  its  journies  abroad  or  at  home,  with  his  bleffing  to 
many  fouls ;  and  to  his  care  1  commend  it,  in  the  words 
of  a  famous   Scots  poet,  upon  Pfalm  xxxv.  j. 

Rerum  f ancle  Opifcx}  ades, 

Et  pat  roc  into  protege  me  luo. 
Which  may  be  adapted  to  the  matter  in  hand  thus  ; 

7 he  truth  which  hell  may  criticife. 

Great  God,  be  near  to  patrowz,eP 


(    n    ) 

A  Poem,  dedicated  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Ralph 
Erskine,  by  a  Lady  in  New-Engiand,  upon 
reading  his  Gofpel-Sonnets. 

ERSKINE,  thou  blefTed  herald  found, 
Till  fin's  black  empire  totter  to  the  ground. 
Well  haft  thou  Sinai's  awful  frames  difplay'd, 
And  rebels  doom  before  their  copfcieace  laid  : 
From  fm,  from  [tlf,  from  truft  in  duty  fly, 
Commit  thy  naked  foul  to  Chrift,  or  die. 
Goon  and  prufper  in  the  name  of  God, 
Seraphic  preacher,  through  the  thorny  road  ; 
The  gracious  Chrift,  thy  labours  will  reward  ; 
His  angel-bands  be  thy  perpetual  guard  ; 
Though  ^hell's  dark  regions  at  the  prefent  hifsj 
The  God  of  glory  thy  ftrorig  refuge  is. 
Mere  moral  preachers  have  no  pow'r  to  charm* 
Thy  lines  are  fuch  my  nobler  paflions  warm  ; 
Thefe  glorious  truths  have  fet  my  foul  on  hre, 
And  while  I  read,  I'm  love  and  pure  deiire. 
May  the  black  train  of  errors  hatch'd  in  hell 
Nc  longer  on  this  globe  in  quiet  dwell  ; 
May  more  like  you  be  rais'd  to  (how  their  fhame5 
And  call  them  by  their  diabolic  name. 
Exalt  the  Lamb  in  lovely  white  and  red, 
Angels  and  faints  his  lading  honours  fpread ; 
}Aj  trembling  foul  mail  bear  her  feeble  part, 
'Tis  he  hath  charm'd  my  foul,  and  won  my  heart, 
Blefs'd  be  the  Father  for  electing  love, 
Blefs'd  be  the  Son  who  does  my  guilt  remove, 
Blefs'd  be  the  Dove  who  does  his  grace  apply. 
Oh!    may  I  praifing  live,  and  prailjng  die  I 
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A     C     C     O     UN     T 

OF     THE      REVER  EN  D 

Mr-    RALPH     E  R  SKIN  E. 

THE  Rev.  Mr.  RALPH  ERSKINE  was  honourably 
defcended  of  very  refpe&able  anceftors  ;  his  father, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Erskine,  being  one  of  the  thirty- 
three  children  of  Ralph  Erskine  of  Shieldfield,  a  family 
of  confiderable  repute  and  ftanding  in  the  county  of  Merfe, 
and  originally  defcended  from  the  antient  houfe  of  Mar. 
Our  Author,  and  his  brother,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ebenezer 
Erskine,,  late  Minifter  of  the  gofpel  at  Stirling,  were  two 
of  the  children  of  the  faid  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Erskine,  who 
was  fometime  fylinifter  of  the  gofpel  at  Cornwall,  afterwards 
at  Chirnlide  *  ;  a  man  eminent  in  his  day,  and  juitly  diilin- 
guifhed  for  his  piety  and  firm  attachment  to  Prefbyterian 
Principles  :  For  his  ftedfaft  adherence  to  which,  he  was  fub- 
je6led  to  many  confiderable  hardfhips  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  lafl  century,  during  the  perfecuting  period  of  Charles  II. 
and  James  Vll  f. 

The  Author  of  the 'following  Poems,  was  born  at  Moni* 
laws,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  on  Sabbath  the  15th 
of  March,  1685,  at  three  o'clock  in  the,  afternoon  ;  and  bap- 
tized at  Chirnfide  on  the  5th  of  April  faid  year,  by  the  Re-? 
verend  Mr.  William  Violand. 

He  gave  pretty  early  proofs  of  a  great  genius  and  fine 
fancy ;  and  feveral  inftances  of  a  pious  difpofition  and  a  fo- 
lid  way  of  reflecting  on  matters.  On  this  account  he  was, 
by  his  parents,  early  deftined  for  the  holy  miniftry,  who  re- 
folved  to  give  him  a  regular  and  liberal  education,  in  order  to 
qualify  him  for  that  important  office. 

Wnen  he  had  acquired  3  competent  meafure  of  Grammar, 
and  other  introductory  parts  of  education,  lie  went  to  the 
univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  to  complete  his  ftudies;  where  he 

*  Cornnvattis  in  the  fhire  of  Northumberland;  Chirnfide  lies  about 
five  miles  from  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  in  the  Scots  fide. 
f  Seethe  continuation  of  Calamy's  life  of  Baxter,  p.  68l, 
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went  through  the  ordinary  courfes  of  Philofophy  and  Divi- 
nity with  fuccefs;  and  made  a  considerable  progrefs  in  all 
the  different  branches  cf  literature  :  for,  he  foon  became  a 
fine  Grecian,  and  excellent  Logician,  and  an  accomplifhed 
Philofopher.  But  after  having  acquired  fuch  a  competent 
meafure  of  knowledge,  in  thefe  various  branches  of  erudition, 
he  gave  himfelf  up  t  the  ftudy  of  theology,  his  darling  and 
beloved  topic  ;  in  which  he  made  great  progrefs,  as  his  pro- 
ductions therein  do  abundantly  evidence. 

The  ordinary  courfe  of  philofophical  and  theological  ftu- 
dies  being  gone  through,  at  the  college  of  Edinburgh,  with 
fuccefs;  he  was,  in  the  providence  of  God,  called  forth  to 
appear  in  a  prj)lic  character;  and  being  well  reported  or,  by 
all  who  knew  him,  for  a  converfation  becoming  the  gofpel, 
he  was  accordingly  taken  upon  trials  by  the  Prefbytery  of 
Dunfermline  :  and  having  finifhed  the  ufual  pieces  of  trial 
arTtgned  him,  to  tne  entire  Satisfaction  of  the  Prefbytery,  he 
was  by  them  licenfed  fo  preach,  as  a  probationer,  tne  ever- 
lafting  gofpel,  on  the  8th  of  June,  1  709.  In  which  capa- 
city he  exercifed  the  talents  which  the  Lord  had  gracioufly 
conferred  on  him,  within  the  bounds  of  the  faid  Prefbytery, 
both  in  vacancies  and  fettled  congregations,  to  the  great  fa- 
tisfaction  of  his  hearers,  both  minifters  and  people,  as  his 
certificate  from  that  Prefbytery,  dated  April  4th,  171  1. 
prcfly  bears.— In  this  Ration  of  life  he  did  not  long  remain  1 
Providence  foon  opened  a  door  for  him  ;  and  he  got  an  un- 
animous call,  from  the  parifhioners  of  Dunfermline,  on  the 
firft  of  May  iyii,  to  exercife  his  ministerial  talents  and  a- 
bilities  amongft  them;  which  call  was  approven  of  by  the 
Prefbytery,  on  the  day  following,  as  regularly  proceeded  in. 
He  went  through  the  ufual  pieces  of  trial,  for  ordination, 
prescribed  by  the  Prefbytery,  with  approbati  m  ;  and  there- 
upon  they  let  him  apart  to  the  office  of  the  holf  rniiiitry, 
in  the  collegiate  charge  of  Dunfermline,  on  Auguft  7th, 
1711 

I  nde  the  character*  of  a  minifteYcf  the  go^pei,  having" 
a  paftoral  relation  to  a  particular  fleck,  in  the  church 
rfai,    lie   i  iermine  i   .        to  know  avy  thing  fave  c/fus 

.Mis  hijlant  in  f 
h  in  all  pa    b  ol  .rial  labour?,  ai 

wholly   tii  exhorting   the  his   crufl, 

from  home  to  houie,  in  the  way  of  family  vjitation  ;   examin- 
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nrg  them  more  publicly  upon  the  principles  of  our  holy  reli- 
gion ;  vifiting  the  fick  when  called  ;  and  preaching  the  ever- 
lalling  gofpel,  in  which  he  had  a  very  pleafant  and  edifying 
gift.  He  preached,  by  turns,  with  his  colleague,  every  Sab- 
bath ano^Thurfday,  through  the  year:  and  afterwards,  when 
he  had  none*  for  feveral  years  before  his  death,  he  officiated 
alone,  very  piin dually,  both  on  Sabbath  and  week-day. 

He  delivered  few  extemporary  productions.  His  fermons 
were  generally  the  fruit  of  diligent  ftudy*  and  affiduous  am- 
plication. For  the  mpft  part  he  wrote  all;  and  kept  very 
clofe  by  his  notes  in  the  delivery,  except  when  the  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  carry  in  upon  his  mind,  in  time  of  preaching,  fome 
pat  and  appofite  enlargements,  whereof  he  had  no  previous 
ftudy,  and  to  which  he  neverthelefs  chearful!y  gave  way^  as 
coming  from  Him,  who  has  the  tongue  of  the  learned;  who 
knows  how  to  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon  to  htm  that  is  weary  ; 
and  who  fays,  Itfhall be  given  you  the  fame  hour  nvhat  ytjhall 
fpeak;  for  it  is  not  ye  that  fpeak,  but  the  Spirit  of  your  Father 
that  fpeaketh  in  you.  He  was  blefled  with  a  rich  and  fertile 
invention j  as  appears  in  the  agreeable  and  entertaining  diver- 
sity, wherewith  his  heads  of  doctrine  are  every  where  adorn- 
ed. The  poetical  genius,  with  which  he  was  happily  en* 
do  wed  i  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  embelliihment  of  his 
difcourfes,  with  a  variety  of  pertinent  epithets  and  finking 
metaphors. 

His  gift  of  preaching  was  both  inftructing  and  fearching* 
Pew  outfhone  him  in  the  nervous  and  convincing  manner, 
whereby  he  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  doctrines  he  infilled 
on;  and  fewrer  ft £11  in  the  warm  and  pathetic  addrefs,  in 
Which  he  enforced  the  practice  of  them. 

He  peculiarly  excelled  in  the  ample  and  free  offers  of 
Chrifl  he  made  to  his  hearers  ;  and  the  captivating  and  al- 
luring methods  he  ufed,  for  gaining  their  compliance,  or  their 
receiving  and  refting  on  Chrifl  alone  for  their  falvation,  as. 
thus  freely  and  fully  exhibited  unto  them  in  the  gofpel.  On 
all  which  accounts  he  was  juvlly  efleemed?  and  much  follow- 
ed, as  one  of  the  mod  popular  and  edifying  preachers  of  his 
day.  ■-  ..-■During  his  time,  facramental  fole amities,  at  Dun- 
fermline, were  very  much  crouded  ;  numbers  of  people,  from 
feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom,  reporting  unto  them  :  and  the 
Lord  was  pleafed  to- countenance  fome  ofthefe  Gommuui«Ps, 
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with  fignal  evidences  of  his  gracious  prefence  and  influence, 
to  the  fweet  and  comfortable  experience  of  many. 

It  will  eafily  appear  to  the  judicious  and  experienced  read- 
er, in  perilling  his  writings,  that  he  had  as  dexterous  a  facul- 
ty in  ranfacking  the  plagues  of  the  heart,  and  defcribing  the 
diverfified  circumftances  of  feriou3  and  exercifcd  fouls,  as  if 
they  had  fully  communicated  their  feveral  doubts  and  cafes 
unto  him  ;  while,  in  the  mean  time,  he  was  only  unfolding 
the  inward  experience  of  his  own  foul,  what  he  himfelf  felt 
of  the  workings  of  unbelief,  and  of  the  powerful  Influence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  oppofition  thereunto  ;  which  could 
not  but  quadrate  or  agree,"  with  the  operations  of  the  felf* 
fame  Spirit  of  God  in  others  ;  for,  as  in  water,  face  anjiver* 
eth  to  face,  fo  doth  the  heart  of  man  to  man. 

This  eminent  fervant  of  Jefus  Chnft,  being  exercifed  to 
godlineis  from  his  youth,  became,  by  the  grace  of  God  a 
fcribe  Inflrucled  unto  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  whom  our  Lord 
compares  to  an  houjliolder,  which  brmgeth  forth  out  of  his  trea- 
fure,  things  new  and  old.  Old  invariable  truths,  but  new  il- 
Iuitrations  of  them  ;  old  experiences,  the  fame  with  other 
faints  before,  but  new  ob'ervations  and  improvement's  upon 
them:  fo  that,  with  abundance  of  propriety,  it"  may  be  faid, 
that  there  are  few  perplexing  doubts,  or  intricate  cafes, 
which  the  faints  have,  at  any  time,  been  exerciled  with,  that 
are  not  in  Come  one  or  other  of  his  fermons,  very  judicioufly 
folyed,  and  didinctly  elucidated,  or  cleared  up. 

During  our  Author's  life-time,  and  at  the  importunity  of 
many  of  his  acquaintances,  both  minifters  and  people,  he  pu- 
blished a  great  number  of  his  fermons,  on  the  moil  intereit- 
ing  fubjecis,  which  were  well  relifhedby  the  truly  godly,  and 
had  their  praifes  in  the  churches  of  Chnft,  both  at  heme  and 
abroad.  Thefe,  with  feveral  others,  tranferibed  from  his 
notes,  were  firft  collected  together,  after  his  death,  and  pu- 
blished along  with  his  poems,  in  two  large  volumes  in  folio, 
in  the  years  1764  and  1765,  printed  in  an  elegant  manner; 
and,  nncc  that  time,  re-printed  in  ten  large  volumes  oftavo, 
for  the  more  conveniency  of  readers  and  purchafers,  with  con- 
fide] able  additions  and  amendments  *. 

*  That  eminent  divine,  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Bradbury,  in  hi*  pre« 
face  to  a  collection  of  feme  of  Mr.  Erfkine's 
London,   in    1738,  ejepreffd   himfeii   in    the  following  man 

Thefe  Sermons,  faith  he,  have  no  need  of  my  recommendation t 
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We  cannot  difmifs  this  account  of  our  Author,  without 
taking  notice  of  another  particular  concerning  him,  which 
conftitutes  a  very  material  branch  of  his  character.  He  was 
not  only  defervedly  efteemed,  as  a  judicious  Divine;  but  alfo 
much  refpe&ed  as  a  good  Poet  :  And  he  hath  favoured  the 
wrorld  with  feveral  excellent  productions  of  that  nature* 
which  have  all  met  with  a  very  favourable  reception/  His 
poetical  talent  was  employed  chiefly  on  divine  fubje&s;  he 
had  no  relifh  and  tafte  for  any  other.  In  his  younger  years* 
at  his  leifure  hours,  he  compofed  the  following  piece,  which 
is  now  intitled,  Gospel-Sonnets:  or,  Spiritual  Songs^  in 
fix  parts.  The  ufefulnefs  of  this  poetical  compend  of  the 
revealed  principles  of  our  holy  religion,  for  promoting  the 
life  of  faith,  comfort,  and  holinefs,  will  be*experienced,  it  is 
hoped,  by  many  of  the  faints  of  God,  to  the  lateli  poilerity. 
—This  piece  was  fo  well  relifhed,  that  it  hath  undergone  a 
multitude  of  impreffions ;  and  the  demand  for  it  is  as  great 
as  ever. 

About  the  year  1738,  he  emitted  into  the  world  his  poeti- 
cal paraphrafe  upon  the  whole  book  of  the  Song  op  Solo* 
mon;  which  indeed  is  an  evangelical  comment,  dojie  in  a 
ftrain  adapted  to  the  New-Teftament  difpenfation,  upon  that 
allegorical  or  figurative  part  of  holy  writ.—- This  performance 
has  likewife  been  very  acceptable,  and  undergone  a  variety 
of  editions. 

By  emitting  the  above  poetical  eifays  into  the  world,  and 
fome  fmaller  performances,  our  Author's  abilities  as  a  poet 
came  to  be  known  ;  and  induced  the  Reverend  Synod,  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  repeatedly  to  importune' him,  to 
employ  fome  of  his  vacant  hours,  in  turning  all  the  poetical 

<f  the  reader  will  find  in  them  a  faithful  adherence  to  the  defign  of 
"  the  gofpel,  a  clear  defence  of  thofe  doctrines  that  are  the  pillar 
*'  and  ground  of  truth,  a  large  compafs  of  thought,  a  ftrong  force 
*  of  argument,  and  a  happy  flow  of  words,  which  are  both  judici- 
**  ous  and  familiar;  and  they  have  been  greatly  bleifed  to  theedi* 
"  fication  of  many,  efpeciaily  the  poor  of  the  finch. 

The  words  of  the  late  jufliy  celebrated  and  pious  Mr.  Hervey 
are  very  iignincant,  and  truly  exprefiive  of  the  high  efteem  he  had 
for  Mr.  Erskine's  Works.—"  Was  I  to  read  with  a  {ingle  view  to 
"  the  edification  of  my  heart,  in  true  faith,  folid  comfort,  and  e- 
fi  vangelical  holinefs;  I  would  have  recourfe  to  Mr.  Erskine,  and 
'"  take  his  volumes  for  my  guide %  my  companion ,  and  my  oytn  familiar 
«  friend^ 
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;es  of  i acred  writ,  into  common  metre,  of  the  fame  kind 
with  the  Pfalms  of  David.  Thcfe  recommendations  he  at 
omplied  ivitH;  and  his  productions  at  lad  made  their  ap- 
pearance, under  the  title  of  Scripture  Songs,  felecled 
from  feveral  paflages  in  the  Old  and  New  Teilament,  which 
were  well  relifhed,  and  have  now  undergone  feveral  editions. 

Our  Author,  beiides  his  fermons  and  poems,  publifhed 
feveral  trails,  on  fome  points  of  controverfy,  in  which  he 
difplaycd  his  abilities  as  a  writer  :  particularly  an  elaborate 
treatife,  intitled,  Faith  no  Fancy;  or,  a  Trtatfe  of  Men- 
tal Images  :  a  book  Angularly  valuable,  for  the  clear  and  pcr- 
fpi^uous  manner  in  which  he  hath  handled  and  eftabliihed 
this  important  point;  every  way  worthy  of  cur  Author,  and 
reflected  the  greateft  honour  upon  him  ;  in  regard  it  hath 
given  the  greateft  difplay  of  his  abilities,  both  as  a  divine 
and  philolopher,  and  how  capable  he  was  to  exhauft  any 
point,  when  he  fet  himfelf  to  it,  even  in  an  abftract  way  of 
reafoning:  a  book  that  effect ually  filenced  all  his  opponents  ; 
and  ftands  to  this  day  unanswered. 

This  faithful  and  laborious  fervant  of  Jefus  Chriit,  labour- 
ed fuccefsfully  in  the  work  of  the  mini  (try,  and  continued  pu- 
blicly ufeful  in  his  Mailer's  work,  till  within  a  few  days  of 
his  departure  ;  for  he  preached  in  his  own  pulpit  on  Sabbath 
the  29th  of  October  1-52,  and  he  was  thereafter  feized,  in 
the  end  of  the  fame  month,  viz.  OcV.ber  1752,  with  a  ner- 
vous fever,  (wherein,  nevertheless  he  enjoyed  the  exercife  of 
his  judgment  and  fenfes,)  which  Med  only  for  a  few  days, 
and  at  lad  was  the  happy  meffenger  of  freeing  him  from  the 
incumbrances  of  an  embodied  ftate,  and  leading  him  to  the 
world  f>f  fpirits,  and  the  regions  of  eternal  blifs  and  felicity; 
for,  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  fever,  he  fell  afleep  in  the  Lord, 
being  Monday,  Nov.  6th,  1752,' in  the  68th  year  of  his  age, 
after  labouring  unweariedly  and  fuccefsfully  in  the  work  of 
the  miniilry,  among  his  flock  in  Dunfermline,  for  the  fpace 
of  forty- two  years. 

Mr.  Erikine,  our  worthy  Author,  affords  room  for  hrgc 
commendations,  we're  we  difpefed  to  give  them;  and  his 
complete  charade*  is  truly  gre;  n  exceed- 

ingly  amiable.— If  he  is  confidered  as  to  his  natural  endow- 
ments* he  poiTeffcd  many  fine  qualities;   he  had  a  fweet  tem- 
per, a  clear  head,  a  rich  invention,  a  lively  imagination, 
a  freat   memory — If  he  is  viewed  as  to  his  acquit 
B 
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ties  ;.  he  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the  ufeful  branches  of 
literature,  neceffary  to  adorn  the  (chokr*  and  the  minifter.  ~~ 
If  he  is  contidered  as  to  his  office  ;  he  was  a  great  and  judici- 
ous divine,  a  pious  evangelical  preacher,  and  an  able  cafuift. 
• — in  mcrt,  he  was  not  only  a  learned  man,  and  an  able  divine, 
but  an  affeclionate  familiar  friend,  a  foeial  companion,  a  de- 
vout Chriitian,  and  a  burning  ahdjhinmg  light. 

By  his  death,  the  church  of  Chriji  \oit  a  great  light,  a  he- 
roic champion  for  the  truth,  and  a  bold  contender  for  the 
faith,  once  delivered  unto  the  faints. — The  hody  he  was  lail 
*  connected  with,  have  been  deprived  of  an  ufeful  member,  and 
a  Paining  ornament  to  their  caufe. — The  congregation  "he  la- 
boured among,  loft  an  able  faithful  minifter,  a  laborious*and 
fneeefsful  wreftler,  and  a  painful  and  diligent"  inftructor.— 
His  family  and  relatives,  loft  a  true  friend,  an  affectionate  huf- 
band,  a  tender-hearted  parent,  and  a  ftriking  pattern  of  virtue. 
~His  acquaintances  and  intimates,  an  endearing  brother,  a  fo- 
cial companion,  and  an  engaging  friend, 

Mr.  Erfkine  was  twice  married.  His  firft  marriage  was 
with  Margaret  Devvar,  a  daughter  of  the  laird  of  Laffodie  £ 
which  commenced  the  15th  of  July,  17 14.  She  lived  with 
htm  about  fifteen  years;  during  which  time  fhe  bore  ten 
children,  five  fons  and  five  daughters:  three  of  thefe  fons 
were  miiiifters  in  the  Affociation,  viz.  the  Rev.  Meffrs.  Hen- 
ry., John,  and  James  ;  the  flrft  ordained  minifter,  at  Falkirk,, 
the  fecond  at  Lefslie,  and  the  third  at  Stirling.  All  of  them 
died  in  the  prime  of  lift,  when  they  had  given  the  world  juil 
ground  "to  conceive  high  expectations  of  their  ufefulnefs  in 
the  church.— His  fecond  marriage  was  with  Margaret  Sirn- 
fon,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Simfon,  writer  to  the  fignet  at  Edin- 
burgh, which  took  place,  February  24th,  1732.  She  bore 
him  four  fons,  and  furvived  himfelf  fome  few  years.  One  of 
the  fons  of  this  marriage  is  ftill  in  life,  and  refides  at  London. 
All  his  other  children  are  now  removed  by  death.. 

-  Auguf,  1763., 
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An     ACROSTIC. 

M  UCH  fam'd  on  earth,  renown'd  for  piety ; 
A  midft  bright  feraphs  now  fings  cheerfully. 
S  acred  thine  anthems  yield  much  pleafure  here: 
T  hefe  fongs  of  thine  do  truly  charm  the  ear  *« 
E  ach  line  thou  wrot'it  doth  admiration  raife  ; 
R  oufe  up  the  foul  to  true  Feraphic  praife. 

R  eligioufly  thy  life  below  was  fpent  : 

A  mazing  pleafures  now  thy  foul  content. 

L  ong  didit  thou  labour  in  the  church  below,  ^ 

P  ointing  out  Chrift,  the  Lamb,  who  faves  from  wo,       r 

H  eav'n's  blefTednefs  on  fmners  fo  beftcw.  J 

E  rskise  the  gveai  !   whofe  pen  fpread  far  abroad, 

R  edeeming  love;  the  fole  device  of  God. 

S  ubftantial  themes  thy  thoughts  did  much  purfue; 

K  ept  pure  the  truth,  efpous'd  but  by  a  few. 

/  ntegrity  of  heart,  of  foul  ferene  ;  ~) 

Aro  friend  to  vice,  no  cloak  to  the  profane  :  > 

E  mploy'd  thy  talents  to  reclaim  the  vain.  3 

*  Alluding  to  his  poetical  pieced. 
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GOSPEL    SONNETS- 
par  T    L 
The  Believer's  Espousals: 
A    POEM 

Upon  Isaiah  liv.  5.  Thy  Maker  is  thy  hufband. 

PREFACE. 

HARK,  dying  mortal,  if  the  Sonnet  prove 
A  fong  of  living  and  immortal  love, 
9Tis  then  thy  grand  concerns  he  theme  to  know, 
IfWiz  and  immortality  befo. 
Are  eyes  to  read,  or  ears  to  hear  a  trufl  ? 
Shall  both  in  death  be  cramm'd  anon  with  dujt  ? 
Then  trifle  not  to  pleafe  thine  ear  and  eye, 
But  read  thou,  hear  thou,  for  eternity 
Purfue  not  ffjadows  wingd,  but  be  thy  chafe, 
The  God  of  glory  on  the  field  of  grace  : 
The  mighty  hunter'/  name  is  loft  and  vain, 
That  runs  not  this  fubjlantial  prize  to  gain. 
Thefe  humble  lines  ajfume  no  high  pretence. 
To  pleafe  thy  fancy,  or  allure  thy  fenfe  : 
But  aim,  if  everlafting  life's  thy  chafe, 
To  clear  thy  mind,  and  warm  thy  heart  through  grace. 

A  marriage  Jo  my  ft  er  ions  1  proclaim, 
Betwixt  two  parties  of  fuch  different  fame, 
That  human  tongues  may  blujh  their  names  to  tell, 
To  wit.,  the  Prince  c/Heav'n,  the  heir  of  hell J 
But,  on  Jo  vafl  afubjeel,  who  can  find 
Words  fuiting  the  conceptions  of  his  mind? 
Or,  if  cur  language  with  our  thought  could. vie, 
What  mortal  thought  can  raife  itfelffo  high  ? 
W  i  en  word?  and  thoughts  both  fail,  may  faith  and  pray  r 
Afcend  by  climbing  up  the  fcripture  flair  : 
I 'rem  J 'acred  writ  thefe  fir an ge  efpoufals  may 
Be  explicated  in  the  following  way. 
C 
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CHAP.     I. 

A  general  account  of  Man's  fall  in  Adam,  and 
the  remedy  provided  in  Christ  :  and  a  par- 
ticular account  of  man's  being  naturally  wed- 
ded to  the  lav/,  as  a  covenant  of  works. 

SEC  T.    I. 

The  Fall  jf  A  d  a  h. 

lLD  Adam  once  a  heav'n  of  pleafure  found, 
While  he  with  per  fed:  innocence  was  crowned) 
His  wingM  affe&ions  to  his  God  could  move 
In  raptures  of  defire,  and  drains  of  love. 
Man  (landing  fpotlefs,  pure,  and  innocent, 
Could  well  the  law  of  works  with  works  content  5 
Though  then,  (nor  fince),  it  could  demand  no  lefs 
Than  perfonal  and  perfect  righteoufnefs  : 
Thefe  unto  finlefs  man  were  eafy  terms, 
Though  now  beyond  the  reach  of  wither'd  arms, 
The  legal  cov'nant  then  upon  the  field, 
Perfe&ion  fought,  man  could  perfection  yield* 
Rich  had  he,  and  his  progeny  remainM, 
Had  he  primeval  innocence  maintain'd : 
His  life  had  been  a  reft  without  annoy, 
A  fcene  of  blifs,  a  paradife  of  joy. 
But  fubtile  Satan,  in  the  ferpent  hid, 
Propofirg  fair  the  fruit  that  God  forbid, 
Man  foon  feducM  by  hell's  alluring  art, 
Did,  difobedient,  from  the  rule  depart, 
Devoured  the  bait,  and  by  his  bold  offence 
Fell  from  his  blifsful  (late  of  innocence  *• 
Proftrate,  he  loft  his  God,  his  life,  his  crown, 
From  all  his  glory  tumbled  headlong  down  \ 
Plung'd  in  a  deep  abyfs  of  fin  and  wo, 
Where,  void  of  heart  to  will,  or  hand  to  do> 
*  Gen.  iii.  1—6. 
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For's  own  relief  he  can't  command  a  thought, 

The  total  fum  of  what  he  can  is  nought. 

He's  able  only  now  t'  increafe  his  thrall ; 

He  can  deftroy  himfelf,  and  this  is  all. 

But  can  the  hellifli  brat  Heav'n's  law  fulfil, 

-Whofe  precepts  high  furmount  his  ftrength  and  {kill  ? 

Can  filthy  drofs  produce  a  golden  beam  ? 

Or  poifon'd  fprings  a  falutif 'rous  ftream  ? 

Can  carnal  minds,  fierce  enmity's  wide  maw, 

Be  duly  fubjecr.  to  the  divine  law  ? 

Nay,  now  its  direful  threat*  flings  mud  take  place 

On  all  the  difobedient  human  race, 

Who  do  by  guilt  Omnipotence  provoke, 

Obnoxious  (land  to  his  uplifted  (broke. 

They  muft  ingulf  themfelves  in  endlefs  woes, 

Who  to  the  living  God  are  deadly  foes  j 

Who  natively  his  holy  will  gainfay, 

Muft  to  his  awful  juftice  fall  a  prey. 

In  vain  do  mankind  now  expedt,  in  vain 

By  legal  dfceds  immortal  life  to  gain : 

Nay,  death  is  threatenM,  threats  muft  have  their  due, 

Ox  fouls  that  fin  mnfl  die  *,  as  God  is  true. 

SECT.     II. 

Redemption  through  Christ. 

r  I  ^HE  fecond  Adam,  fov'reign  Lord  of  all, 

JL     Did,  by  his  Father's  authorifing  call, 
From  bofom  of  eternal  love  defcend, 
To  fave  the  guilty  race  that  him  offend ; 
To  treat  an  everlafting  peace  with  thofe 
Who  were  and  ever  would  have  been  his  foes. 
His  errand,  never  ending  life  to  give 
To  them,  whofe  malice  would  not  let  him  live; 
To  make  a  match  with  rebels,  and  efpoufe 
The  brat  which  at  his  love  her  fpite  avows. 
Himfelf  he  humbled  to  deprefs  her  pride, 
And  make  his  mortal  foe  his  loving  bride. 

•  Ezek.  xviii.  4. 
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But,  ere  the  marriage  can  be  folemniz'd, 

All  lets  mull  be  remov'd,  all  parties  pleas'd. 

Law-righteoufnefs  required)  mud  be  procur'd, 

Law-vengeance  threatened,  mud  be  full  endur'd, 

Stern  juftice  muft  have  credit  by  the  match, 

Sweet  mercy  by  the  heart  the  bride  muft  catch. 

Poor  bankrupt  J  all  her  debt  mud  firft  be  paid, 

Her  former  hufband  in  the  grave  be  laid  v 

Her  prefent  lover  muft  be  at  the  coft, 

To  fave  and  ranfom  to  the  uttermoft, 

If  all  thefe  things  this  fuitor  kind  can  do, 

Then  he  may  win  her,  and  her  bleffing  too. 

Hard  terms  indeed  !  while  death's  the  firft  demand  | 

Hut  love  is  Jlrong  as  death*  %  and  will  not  ft  and 

To  carry  on  the  fuit,  and  make  it  good, 

Though  at  the  deareft  rate  of  wounds  and  blood. 

The  burden's  heavy,  but  the  back  is  broad, 

The  glorious  lover  is  the  mighty  God  f . 

Kind  bowels  yearning  in  th'  eternal  Son, 

He  left  his  Father's  court,  his  heav'nly  throne : 

Afide  Jie  threw  his  moft  divine  array, 

And  wrapt  his  Godhead  in  a  veil  of  clay. 

Angelic  armies,  who  in  glory  crown'd, 

With  joyful  harps  his  awful  throne  furround, 

Down  to  the  cryftal  frontier  of  the  fky  \ 

To  fee  the  Saviour  born,  did  eager  fly ; 

And  ever  fince  behold  with  wonder  frefh 

Their  Sov'reign  and  our  Saviour  wrapt  in  fieiTi* 

Who  in  his  garb  did  mighty  love  difplay, 

Rejhring  what  he  never  took  away  [| , 

To  God  his  glory,  to  the  law  its  due, 

To  heav'n  its  honour,  to  the  earth  its  hue, 

To  man  a  righteoufnefs  divine,  complete,  / 

A  royal  robe  to  fuit  the  nuptial  rite. 

He  in  her  favours,  whom  he  lov'd  fo  we'll, 

At  once  did  purchafe  heav'n,  and  vanquifh  hell. 

*  Song  viii.  6.  f  Ifa.  ix.  6.  \  Luke  ii.  9--14* 
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Oh  !  unexampled  iove  !  fo  vaft,  fo  ftrong, 

So  great,  fo  high,  fo  deep,  fo  broad,  fo  long  ! 

Can  finite  thought  this  ocean  huge  explore, 

Unconfcious  of  a  bottom  or  a  more  ? 

His  love  admits  no  parallel,  for  why, 

At  one  great  draught  of  love  he  drank  hell  dry. 

No  drop  of  wrathful  gall  he  left  behind  \ 

No  dreg  to  witnefs  that  he  was  unkind. 

The  (word  of  awful  juftice  pierc'd  his  fide, 

That  mercy  thence  might  gufh  upon  the  bride. 

The  meritorious  labours  of  his  life, 

And  glorious  conquefts  of  his  dying  (trite  ; 

Her  debt  of  doing,  fufFring,  both  canceled, 

And  broke  the  bars  his  lawful  captive  held. 

Down  to  the  ground  the  hellifh  holt  he  threw, 

Then  mounting  high  the  trump  of  triumph  blew, 

Attended  with  a  bright  feraphic  band, 

Sat  down  enthron'd  fublime  on  God's  ricrht  hand  •> 

Where  glorious  choirs  their  various  harps  employ, 

To  found  his  praifes  with  confed'rate  joy. 

There  he,  the  bride's  ilrong  interceffbr  iits, 

And  thence  the  blefiings  of  his  blood  tranfmits, 

Sprinkling  all  o'er  the  flaming  throne  of  God, 

Pleads  for  her  pardon  his  atoning  blood  ; 

Sends  down  his  holy  co-eternal  Dove, 

To  fhew  the  wonders  of  incarnate  love, 

To  woo  and  win  the  bride's  reluctant  heart, 

And  pierce  it  with  his  kindly  killing  uart ; 

By  gofpel  light  to  manifefl  that  now 

She  has  no  further  with  the  law  to  do  ; 

That  her  new  Lord  has  loos'd  the  fed'ral  tie, 

That  once  hard  bound  her  or  to  do  or  die; 

That  precepts,  threats,  no  fingle  mire  can  crave. 

Thus  for  her  former  fpoufe  he  digg'd  a  grave  j 

The  law  faft  to  his  crofs  did  nail  and  pin,  } 

Then  bury'd  the  defunct  his  tomb  within,  C 

That  he  the  lonelv  widow  to  himfelf  might  win.        S 
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SECT.    III. 

Man's  LEGAL  difpofition. 

>UT,  after  all,  the  bride's  fo  malecontent,  "J 

No  argument,  fave  pow'r,  is  prevalent  V 

To  bow  her  will,  and  gain  her  heart's  confent.         j 
The  glorious  Prince's  fuit  (lie  difapproves, 
The  law,  her  old  primordial  hufband,  loves ; 
Hopeful  in  its  embraces  life  to  have, 
Though  dead  and  bury'd  in  her  fuitor's  grave.; 
Unable  to  give  life,  as  once  before; 
Unfit  to  be  a  hufband  any  more. 
Yet  proudly  (he  the  new  addrefs  difdains, 
And  all  the  bleft  Redeemer's  love  and  pains ; 
Though  now  his  head,  that  cruel  thorns  did  wound, 
Is  with  immortal  glory  circled  round  ; 
Archangels  at  his  awful  footftool  bow, 
And  drawing  love  fits  fmiling  on  his  brow. 
Though  down  he  fends  in  gofpel-tidings  good 
Epiftles  of  his  love,  fign'd  with  his  blood : 
Yet  lordly  (he  the  royal  fuit  reje&s, 
Eternal  life  by  legal  works  affefts ; 
5n  vain  the  living feeks  among  the  dead  *, 
Sues  quick'ning  comforts  in  a  killing  head. 
Her  dead  and  bury'd  hufband  has  her  heart, 
Which  can  nor  death  remove,  nor  life  impart. 
Thus  all  revolting  Adam's  blinded  race 
In  their  firft  fpoufe  their  hope  and  comfort  place, 
They  natively  expeft,  if  guilt  them  prefs, 
Salvation  by  a  home-bred  righteoufnefs  : 
They  look  for  favour  in  Jehovah's  eyes, 
By  careful  doing  all  that  in  them  lies, 
'Tisrftill  their  primary  attempt  to  draw 
Their  life  and  comfort  from  the  vet'ran  law ; 
They  flee  not  to  the  hope  the  gofpel  gives ;  "^ 

To  trult  a  promife  bare,  their  minds  aggrieves,         > 
Which  judge  the  man  that  does,  the  man  that  fives,  j 

*  Luke  xxvi.  5. 
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As  native  as  they  draw  their  vital  breath, 
Their  fond  recourfe  is  to  the  legal  path. 
*  "Why,  fays  old  nature,  in  law-wedded  man, 
1  Won't  Heav'n  be  pleas'd,  if  I  do  all  I  can  ? 
c  If  I  conform  my  walk  to  nature's  light, 
f  And  drive,  intent  to  praefcife  what  is  right; 
c  Thus  won't  I  by  the  God  of  heav'n  be  bkfs'd, 
*■  And  win  his  favour,  if  I  do  my  belt  ?  f thrall, 

c  Good  God  !   (he  cries)  when  prefs'd  with  debt  and 
'  Have  patience  with  me,  and  1 7/ pay  thee  all*.' 
Upon  their  all}  their  bejl>  they're  fondly  mad, 
Though  yet  their  all  is  naught,  their  bejl  is  bad. 
Proud  man  his  can  does  mightily  exalts, 
Yet  are  his  brighteit  works  but  fplendid  faults*. 
A  (inner  may  have  (hews  of  good,  but  ftill 
The  belt  he  can,  ev'n  at  his  beft,  is  ill. 
Can  heav'n  or  divine  favour  e'er  be  win 
By  thofe  that  are  a  mafs  of  hell  and  fin  ? 
The  righteous  law  does  num'rous  woes  denounce 
Againft  the  wretched  foul  that  fails  but  once : 
"What  heaps  of  curfes  on  their  heads  it  rears, 
That  have  amafs'd  the  guilt  of  num'rous  years ! 

SECT.     IV. 

Maris Jlritl  attachment  to  legal  terms,  or  to  the  law 
as  a  condition  of  life, 

SAY,  on  what  terms  then  Heav'n  appeas'd  will  be? 
Why,  tare  perfection  is  the  Icaft  degree. 
Yea,  more,  full  fatisfiulion  mult  be  giv'n 
For  trelpafs  done  againit  the  Jaws  of  Heav'n. 
Tliefe  are  the  terms  :  what  mortal  back  fo  broad, 
But  mull  for  ever  fink  bentach  the  load? 
A  ranfom  muft  be  found,  or  die  they  muft, 
Sure,  ev'n  as  juftice  infinite  is  juft. 
But,  fays  the  legal,  proud,  felf- righteous  heart, 
Which  cannot  with  her  antient  cjniort  part, 

*  Matth.  xviii.  26. 
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€  What !  won't  the  goodnefs  of  the  God  of  heav'n, 

1  Admit  of  fmalls,  when  greater  can't  be  given  I 

*  He  knows  our  fall  diminifh'd  all  our  funds, 

'  Won't  he  accept  of  pennies  now  for  pounds  ? 

c  Sincere  endeavours  for  perfection  take, 

c  Or  terms  more  poflible  for.  mankind  make  ?' 

Ah  !  poor  divinity,  and  jargon  loofe  ; 

Such  hay  and  ftraw  will  never  build  the  houfe. 

Miftake  not  here,  proud  mortal,  don't  miftake, 

God  changes  not,  nor  other  terms  will  make. 

Will  divine  faithfulnefs  itfelf  deny, 

Which  fwore  folemnly,  Man  fhall  do,  or  die  ? 

Will  God  mod  true  extend  to  us,  forfooth, 

His  goodnefs,  to  the  damage  of  his  truth  ? 

Will  fpotlefs  holinefs  be  baffled  thus  ? 

Or  awful  juflice  be  unjuft  for  us  ? 

Shall  faithfulnefs  be  faithlefs  for  our  fake, 

And  he  his  threats,  as  we  his  precepts  break  I 

Will  our  great  Creditor  deny  himfelf  \ 

And  for  full  payment  take  our  filthy  pelf? 

Difpenfe  with  juflice,  to  let  mercy  vent  ? 

And  (lain  his  royal  crown  with  'miniih'd  rent  ? 

Unworthy  thought !  O  let  no  mortal  clod 

Hold  fuch  bafe  notions  of  a  glorious  God. 

Heav'n's  holy  cov'nant,  made  for  human  race, 

Confifts,  or  whole  of  works,  or  whole  of  grace. 

If  works  will  take  the  field,  then  works  mud  be 

For  ever  perfect  to  the  !aft  degree": 

Will  God  difpenfe  with  lefs  ?  Nay,  fure  he  won't 

With  ragged  toll  his  royal  law  affront. 

Can  rags,  that  Sinai  flames  will  foon  difpatch, 

E'er  prove  the  fiery  law's  adequate  match? 

Vain  man  muft  be  divorc'd,  and  choofe  to  take 

Another  hufband,  or  a  burning  lake. 

We  find  the  divine  volume  no  where  teach 
New  legal  terms  within  our  mortal  reach. 
Some  make,  though  in  the  facred  page  unknown, 
Sincerity  affume  perfecliorfs  throne  : 


Chap.  I.  The  Believer's  EJpoufah.  33 

But  who  will  boaft  this  bale  ofurper^s  foray,  T 

Save  rninifters  of  darknefs,  that  difplay  V 

Invented  night  to  ftifiV  fcripture  clay  ?  j 

The  nat'raliiYs  fincerity  is  naught, 
That  of  the  gracious  is  divinely  taught ; 
Which  teaching  keeps  their  graces,  if  vir.cere, 
Within  the  limits  of  t!  fphere, 

Where  vaunting,  none' created 
Nor  boaft  of  ftreamsj  but  of  the  Lord  the  fpring. 
.Sincerity'6  the  foul  of  ev'ry  grace, 
The  quality  of  all  the  ranfom'd  race- 
Of  promis'd  favour  'tis  a  fruit,  a  claufe  ; 
But  no  procuring  term,  no  moving  caufe. 

How  unadvis'd  the  legal  mind  confounds 
The  marks  of  divine  favour  with  the  grounds, 
And  qualities  of  covenanted  friends 
With  the  condition  of  the  cov'nant  blends  ? 
Thus  holding  gofpel  truths  with  legal  arms, 
Miibkes  new -covenant  fruits  for  feu'ral  terms. 
The  joyful  found  no  change  of  terms  allows, 
But  change  of  perfons,  or  another  fpoufe. 
The  nature  fame  that  finn'd  mud  do  and  die; 
No  milder  terms  in  gofpel-offers  lie. 
For  grace  no  other  law  abatement  (hews, 
But  how  law-debtors  may  reitore  its  dues  ; 
Reftore,  yea,  through  a  Surety  in  their  place, 
With  double  jnt'reft  and  a  better  grace. 
Here  we  of  no  new  terms  of  life  are  told. 
But  of  a  hufband  to  fulfil  the  old  ; 
With  him  alone  by  faith  we're  call'd  to  wed, 
And  let  no  rival  *  bruik  the  marriage-bed.        *  Enjoy. 

SECT.     V. 

Mens  vain  attempt  to feek  life  by  Christ's  righttonf+ 
fiefs , joined  with  their  own;  and  legal  hopes  natural  to  all. 
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Such  the  old  felfifli  folly  of  her  mind, 

So  bent  to  lick  the  duft,  and  grafp  the  wind, 

Alledging  works  and  duties  of  her  own 

May  for  her  criminal  offence  atone ; 

She  will  her  antic  dirty  robe  provide, 

Which  vain  (he  hopes  will  all  pollutions  hide. 

The  filthy  rags  that  faints  away  have  flung, 

She  holding,  wraps  and  rolls  herfelf  in  dung. 

Thus  maugre  all  the  light  the  gofpel  gives, 

Unto  her  nat'ral  confort  fondly  cleaves. 

Though  mercy  fet  the  royal  match  in  view, 

She's  loth  to  bid  her  ancient  mate  adieu. 

When  light  of  fcripture,  reafon,  common  fenfe 

Can  hardly  mortify  her  vain  pretence 

To  legal  righteoufnefs ;  yet  if  at  laft 

Her  confcience  rous'd  begins  to  Hand  aghaft, 

Prefs'd  with  the  dread  of  hell,  (he'll  rafhly  patch, 

And  halve  a  bargain  with  the  proffer'd  match  j 

In  hopes  his  help,  together  with  her  own, 

Will  turn  to  peaceful  fmiles  the  wrathful  frown. 

Though  grace  the  rifing  Sun  delightful  fings, 

With  full  falvation  in  his  golden  wings. 

And  righteoufnefs  complete  ;  the  faithlefs  foul, 

deceiving  half  the  light,  rejects  the  whole  ; 

Revolves  the  facred  page,  but  reads  purblind 

The  gofpel-mefiage  with  the  tegal  mind. 

Men  dream  their  ftate,  ah  !  too,  too  (lightly  view'd, 

Needs  only  be  amended,  not  renew'd  ; 

Scorn  to  be  wholly  debtors  unto  grace, 

Hopeful  their  works  may  meliorate  their  cafe. 

They  fancy  prefent  prayers,  and  future  pains 

Will  for  their  former  failings  make  amends  : 

To  legal  yokes  they  bow  their  fervile  necks  ^ 

And,  left  foul  (lips  their  falfe  repofe  perplex,  > 

Think  Jefas'  merits  make  up  all  defects.  j 

They  patch  his  glorious  robe  with  filthy  rags, 

And  burn  but  incenfe  to  their  proper  drags  #, 

*Hat>.i.  16. 
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Difdain  to  ufe  his  righteoufnefs  alone,  ^ 

Bat  as  an  aiding  ftirr'p  to  mount  their  own  ;  > 

Thus  in  ChrihVs  room  his  rival  felt  enthrone,  J 

And  vainly  would,  drefs'd  up  in  legal  trim, 

Divide  falvation  'tween  themfelves  and  him. 

But  know,  vain  man,  that  to  his  (hare  mult  fall 

The  glory  of  the  whole,  or  none  at  all. 

//;  him  all  *uifdorns  hidden  treafures  lie  *, 

And  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Deity  p. 

This  More  alone,  immenfe,  and  never  fpent, 

Might  poor  infolvent  debtors  well  content  \ 

But  to  hell-prifon  juilly  Heaven  will  doom 

Proud  fools  that  on  their  petty  ftock  prefumc. 

The  fofteft  couch  that  gilded  nature  knows, 

Can  give  the  waken'd  confcience  no  repofe. 

When  God  arraigns,  what  mortal  pow'r  can  ftand 

Beneath  the  terror  of  his  lifted  hand  I 

Our  fafety  lies  beyond  the  nafral  line, 

Beneath  a  purple  covert  all  divine. 

Yet  how  is  precious  Chrift,  the  way,  defpis'd, 

And  high  the  way  of  life  by  doing  priz'd  ! 

But  can  its  vot'ries  all  its  levy  fnow  ? 

The  prize  it  mod,  who  leaft  its  burden  know  ; 

Who  by  the  law  in  part  would  fave  his  foul, 

Becomes  a  debtor  to  fulfil  the  ivhole  J. 

Its  pris'ner  he  remains,  and  without  bail, 

'Till  ev'ry  mite  be  paid  ;  and  if  he  fail, 

(As  fure  he  mud,  fmce,  by  our  finful  breach, 

Perfe£Uon  far  furmounts  all  mortal  reach), 

Then  cifr&'d  for  ever  muft  his  foul  remain : 

And  ail  the  folk  of  God  muft  fay,  Amen  ||. 

Why,  feeking  that  the  law  mould  help  afford, 

In  honouring  the  ^'v*,  he  flights  its  Lord. 

Who  gives  his  law1  lulfilling  righteoufnefs 

To  be  the  naked  (inner'*  perfect  drefs, 

In  which  he  might  with  fpotlefs  beauty  fhin* 

Before  the  face  of  majefty  divine : 

*  Col.  \l  3.     |  Col.  li.  §:     t  G»L  v.  3.     J  Dent.  »vii.-  a 
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Yet,  lo  !  the  firmer  works  with  mighty  pains 
A  garment  of  his  own  to  hide  his  ilainsj 
Ungrateful,  overlooks  the  gifts  of  God, 
The  robe  wrought  by  his  hand,  dy'd  in  his  blood. 

In  vain  the  Son  of  God  this  web  did  weave, 
Could  our  vile  rags  fufficient  fhelter  give 
In  vain  he  ev'ry  thread  of  it  did  draw, 
Could  fmners  be  o'ermantled  by  the  law. 
Can  mens  faivation  on  their  works  be  built, 
Whofe  faired  aftions  nothing  are  but  guilt  ? 
Or  can  the  law  fupprefs  th'  avenging  flame, 
When  now  its  only  office  is  to  damn  ? 
Did  life  come  by  the  law  in  part  or  whole, 
.Bleft  Jefus  dy'd  in  vain  to  fave  a  foul, 
^hofe  then  who  life  by  legal  means  expe&, 
To  them  is  Chrift  become  of  no  ejfeft  ;  * 
Becaufe  their  legal  mixtures  do  in  feet 
Wifdom's  grand  project  plainly  counteract. 
How  clofe  proud  carnal  reafonings  combine, 
To  frustrate  fov'reign  grace's  great  defign  ? 
Man's  heart  by  nature  weds  the  law  alone, 
Nor  will  another  paramour  enthrone. 

True,  many  feem  by  courfe  of  life  profane, 
No  favour  for  the  law  to  entertain  : 
But  break  the  bands,  and  caft  the  cords  away, 
That  would  their  raging  lulls  and  paffions  flay* 
Yet  ev'n  this  reigning  madnefs  may  declare, 
How  ftriftly  wedded  to  the  law  they  are  ; 
For  now  (however  rich  they  feem'd  before)  -\ 

Hopelefs  to  pay  law-debt,  they  give  it  o'er,      [more.  C 
Like  defp'rate  debtors  mad,  {till  run  themfelves  in  y 
Defpair  of  fuccefs  (hews  their  ftrong  defires, 
Till  legal  hopes  are  parch'd  in  Iuft£~~.-  fires. 
*  Let's  give,  fay  they,  our  lawlefs  &SR  free  fcope, 
c  And  live  at  random,  for  there  is  no  hope\? 
The  law,  that  can't  them  help,  they  ftab  with  hate, 
Yet  fcorn  to  beg,  or  court  another  mate. 

*  Gal.  ii.  21.  v,  2,  4.         f  Jer.  xviii.  i&. 
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Herfr  lufts  mod  oppofite  their  hearts  divide. 
Their  beaftly  paffion,  and  their  bankrupt  pride. 
In  paffion  they  their  native  mate  deface, 
In  pride  difdain  to  be  oblig'd  to  grace. 
Hence  plainly  as  a  rule  'gainft  law  they  live, 
Yetclofely  to  it  as  a  cov'nant  cleave, 
Thus  legal  pride  lies  hid  beneath  the  patch. 
And  ftrong  averfion  to  the  gofpel- match. 

CHAP.     II. 

The  manner  of  a  fmner's  divorce  from  the  law  in 
a  work  of  humiliation,  and  of  his  marriage  to 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  or,  the  way  how 
a  finner  comes  to  be  a  believer. 

SECT.    I. 

Of  a  LAW-WORK,  and  the  workings  of  legal  pride  under  it. 

SO  proud's  the  bride,  fo  backwardly  difpos'd ; 
How  then  fhall  e'er  the  happy  match  be  clos'd  ? 
Kind  grace  the  tumults  of  her  heart  muft  quell, 
And  draw  her  heavenward  by  the  gates  of  hell. 
The  Bridegroom's  Father  makes,  by's  holy  Sp'rit, 
His  ftern  command  with  her  itiiF conscience  meet; 
To  daft  her  pride,  and  fhew  her  utmoit  need, 
Purfues  for  double  debt  with  awful  dread. 
He  makes  her  former  huiband's  frightful  ghoft 
Appear  and  damn  her,  as  a  bankrupt  loft  ; 
With  curfes,  threats,  and  Sinai  thunder-claps 
Her  lofty  tow'r  of  legal  boafting  faps. 
Thefe  humbling  itorrns,  in  high  or  low  degrees, 
Heav'n's  Majefty  will  meafure  as  he  pleafe  \ 
But  dill  he  makes  the  fiery  law  at  leall 
Pronounce  its  awful  fentence  in  herbreaft, 
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Till  through  the  law  *  convift  of  being  loft. 

She  hopelefs  to  the  law  gives  up  the  ghoft  : 

WhichmOw  in  rigour  comes  full  debt  to  crave 

And  rn  clofe  prifon  can:  \  but  not  to  favc. 

For  now  'tis  weak  and  can't  (through  our  default) 

Its  greateft  votaries  to  life  exalt. 

But  well  it  can  command  with  fire  and  flame, 

And  to  the  lowed  pit  of  ruin  damn. 

Thus  doth  it,  by  commiffion  from  above, 

Deal  with  the  bride,  when  Heav'n  would  court  her  love. 

Lo  !  now  {lie  ftartles  at  the  Sinai  trump, 

Which  throws  her  foul  into  a  difmal  dump, 

Confcious  another  hufband  (lie  mud  have, 

Elfe  die  for  ever  in  deftru&ion's  grave. 

While  in  conviction's  jail  (he's  thus  inclos'd, 

Glad  news  are  heard,  the  royal  Mate's  propos'A 

And  now  the  fcornful  bride's  inverted  ftir 

Is  racking  fear,  he  (corns  to  match  with  her. 

She  dreads  his  fury,  and  defpairs  that  he 

Will  ever  wed  fo  vile  a  wretch  as  (he. 

And  here  the  legal  humour  (lirs  again 

To  her  prodigious  lofs,  and  grievous  pain  : 

For  when  the  Prince  prefents  himfelf  to  be 

Her  hufband,  then  (he  deems :  Ah  r  is  not  he 

Too  fair  a  match  for  fuch  a  filthy  bride  ? 

Unconfcious  that  the  thought  bewrays  her  pride, 

Ev'n  pride  of  merit,  pride  of  righteoufnefs, 

Expeaing  Heav'n  (hould  love  her  for  her  drefs  % 

Unmindful  how  the  fall  her  face  did  (lain, 

And  made  her  but  a  black  unlovely  fwain  ; 

Her  whole  primeval  beauty  quite  defac'd, 

And  to  the  rank  of  fiends  her  form  debas'd  ; 

Without  disfigur'd,  and  defiTd  within, 

Uncapablc  of 'any  thing  but  fin. 

Heav'n  courts  not  any  for  their  comely  face,  J 

But  for  the  glorious  praife  of  fov'reign  grace,  > 

Elfe  ne'er  had  courted  one  of  Adam's  i ace,  -J 
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Which  all  as  children  of  corruption  be, 

Heirs  rightful  of  immortal  mifery. 

Tet  here  the  bride  employs  her  foolifh  wit, 

For  this  bright  match  her  ugly  form  to  fit  5 

To  daub  her  features  o'er  with  legal  paint, 

That  with  a  grace  (he  may  herfelf  prefent. 

Hopeful  the  Prince  with  credit  might  her  wed, 

If  once  fome  comely  qualities  (he  had. 

In  humble  pride,  her  haughty  fpirit  flags  ; 

She  cannot  think  of  coming  all  in  rags. 

Were  (lie  a  humble,  faithful  penitent, 

She  dreams  he'd  then  contract  with  full  content. 

Bafe  varlet !   thinks  ihe'd  be  a  match  for  him, 

Did  (he  but  deck  herfelf  in  handfome  trim. 

Ah  !   foolifh  thoughts  !   in  legal  deeps  that  plod, 

Ah  !  forry  notions  of  a  fov'reign  God  ! 

Will  God  expofe  his  great,  his  glorious  Son, 

For  our  vile  baggage  to  be  fold  and  won  ? 

Should  fmful  modeity  the  match  decline, 

Until  its  garb  be  brifk  and  fuperrlne  •, 

Alas  !  when  fhould  we  fee  the  marriage-day? 

The  happy  bargain  muft  flee  up  for  ay. 

Prefumptuous  fouls  in  furly  modefty, 

Half-faviours  themfekes  would  fondly  be. 

Then  hopeful  th' other  half  their  due  will  fail, 

Difdain  to  be  in  jefus'  deb:  for  all. 

Vainly  the  firit  would  waih  themfelves,  and  then^ 

Addrefs  the  fountain  to  be  wafh'd  more  clean  ; 

Firft  heal  themfelve6,  and  then  expect  the  balm  : 

Ah  !   many  fiightly  cure  their  fudden  qualm. 

They  heal  their  confidence  with  a  tear  or  pray'r ; 

And  feek  no  other  Chrift,  but  periih  there. 

O  finner  !   fcarch  the  houfe,  and  fee  the  thief  ~) 

That  fpoils  thy  Saviour*!  crown,  thy  foul's  relief,    > 

The  hid,  but  heinous  fin  of  unbelief.  j 

Who  can  polTefs  a  quality  that's  good, 

Till  firli:  he  come  to  JciW  cleanfing  blood  ? 

The  j'ow'r  that  draws  the  brine,  will  alfo  (he\y 

Unto  her  by  the  way  her  heUilh  hue, 
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As  void  of  ev'ry  virtue  to  commend, 

And  full  of  ev'ry  vice  that  will  often  d. 

'Till  fov'reign  grace  the  fullen  bride  fhall  catch, 

She'll  never  fit  herfelf  for  fuch  a  match. 

Mod  qualify 'd  they  are  in  heav'n  to  dwell, 

Who  fee  themfelves  mod  qualify'd  for  hell ; 

And,  ere  the  bride  can  drink  falvation's  cup, 
Kind  Heav'n  mull  reach  to  hell  and  lift  her  up  i 
For  no  decorum  e'er  about  her  found, 
Is  fhc  belov'd  ;  but  on  a  nobler  ground. 
Jehovah's  love  is  like  his  nature  free, 
Nor  mud  his  creature  challenge  his  decree ; 
But  low  at  fov'reign  grace's  footftool  creep, 
Whofe  ways  are  fearchlefs,  and  his  judgments  deep. 
Yet  grace's  fuit  meets  with  refiftance  rude 
From  haughty  fouls  ;  for  lack  of  innate  good 
To  recommend  them.     Thus  the  backward  bride 
Affronts  her  fuitor  with  her  modeft  pride. 
"Black  hatred  for  his  ofter'd  love  repays, 
Pride  under  malk  of  modefty  difplays : 
In  part  would  fave  herfelf;  hence,  faucy  foul ! 
Rejefts  the  matchkfs  Mate  would  fave  in  whole. 

SECT.     II. 

Conviction  of  s  I N  and  wrath,  carried  on  more  deeply 
and  ejfeclually  on  the  heart. 

SO  proudly  forward  is  the  bride,  and  now 
Stern  Heav'n  begins  to  flare  with  cloudier  brow^. 
Law-curfes  come  with  more  condemning  pow'r, 
To  fcorch  her  confeience  with  a  fiery  fhow'r. 
And  more  refulgent  flaihes  darted  in  ; 
For  by  the  law  the  knowledge  is  of fm.  # 
Black  Sinaf  thund'ring  louder  than  before, 
Does  awful  in  her  lofty  bofom  roar. 
HeavVfc  furious  dorms  now  rife  from  ev'ry  airth\^ 
la  ways  more  terrible  tofhake  the  earth  %> 

*  Rom.  iii.  ao.    f  Wind,  or  quarter.    \  Ift.  ii.  17, 19*. 
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'Till  haughtinefs  of  men  be  funk  thereby  , 

That  Chrijl  alone  may  be  exalted  high. 

.Now  (table  earth  feems  from  her  centre  toft, 

And  lofty  mountains  in  the  ocean  loft. 

Hard  rocks  of  flint,  and  haughty  hills  of  pride, 

Are  torn  in  pieces  by  the  roaring  tide. 

Each  flaih  of  new  conviction's  lucid  rays 

Heart-errors,  undifcern'd  till  now,  difplays  : 

Wrath's  maffy  cloud  upon  the  conference  breaks, 

And  thus  menacing  Heav'n,  in  thunder  fpeaks  > 

c  Black  wretch,  thou  madly  under  foot  haft  trode 

*  Th'  authority  of  a  commanding  God  j 

'  Thou,  like  thy  kindred  that  in  Adam  fell, 
f  Art  but  a  law-renverfing  lump  of  hell, 

*  And  there  by  law  and  juftice  doom/d  to  dwell/ 
Now,  now,  the  daunted  bride  her  ftate  bewails. 
And. downward  furls  her  felf-exalting  fails  ; 
With  pungent  fear,  and  piercing  terror  brought 
To  mortify  her  lofty  legal  thought. 

Why,  the  commandment  comes,  Jin  is  revived  *, 

That  lay  fo  hid,  while  to  the  law  (he  liv'd ; 

Infinite  majeftyin  God  is  feen, 

And  infinite  malignity  in  fin  ; 

That  to  its  expiation  muft  amount 

A  facrifice  of  infinite  account. 

Juftice  its  dire  feverity  difplays, 

rlhe  law  its  vaft  dimenfions  open  lays. 

She  fees  for  this  broad  ftandard  nothing  meet, 

Save  an  obedience  finlefs  and  complete. 

Her  cob-web  righteoufnefs5  once  in  renown, 

Is  with  a  happy  vengeance  now  fwept  down. 

She  who  of  daily  faints  could  once  but  prate, 

Sees  now  her  finful,  miferable  ftate. 

Her  heart,  where  once  (lie  thought  ibme  good  to  dwelh, 

The  devil's  cabinet  fill'd  with  trafh  of  hell. 

Her  boafted  feature*  now  unmalked  bare, 

Her  vaunted  hopes  are  plung'd  in  deep  defpair. 

■  Rom.  vii.  9, 
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Her  haunted  fhelter-houfe  in  bypaft  years, 
Comes  tumbling  down  about  her  frighted  ears. 
Her  former  rotten  faith,  love,  penitence, 
She  fees  a  bowing  wall,  and  tot? ring  fence* 
Excellencies  of  thought,  and  word  and  deed, 
All  fwimming,  drowning  in  a  fea  of  dread ; 
Her  beauty  now  deformity  me  deems, 
Her  heart  much  blacker  than  the  devil  feems. 
With  ready  lips  me  can  herfelf  declare 
The  vileft  ever  breatb'd  in  vital  air. 
Her  former  hopes,  as  refuges  of  lies, 
Are  fwept  away,  and  all  her  boafting  dies. 
She  once  imagin'd  Heav'n  would  be  unjufl 
To  damn  fo  many  lumps  of  human  <luft, 
Form'd  by  himfelf ;  but  now  fne  owns  it  true, 
Damnation  furely  is  the  finner's  due  : 
Yea,  now  applauds  the  law's  juft  doom  fo  well. 
That  juftly  flie  condemns  herfelf  to  hell  \ 
Does  herein  divine  equity  acquit, 
Herfelf  adjudging  to  the  lowed  pit. 
Her  language,  c  Oh  !  if  God  condemn,  I  mufl 
From  bottom  of  my  foul  declare  him.juft. 
But  if  his  great  falvation  me  embrace, 
How  loudly  will  I  fing  furpriOng  grace  \ 
If  from  the  pit  he  to  the  throne  me  raife,  ' 
Fll  rival  angels  in  his  endlefs  praife. 
If  hell-deferving  me  to  heav'n  he  bring, 
No  heart  fo  glad,  no  tongue  fo  loud  mall  fing. 
If  wlfdpm  has  not  laid  the  faving  plan, 
I  nothing  have  to  claim,  I  nothing  can. 
My  works  but  fin,  my  merit  death  I  fee  \ 
Oh  !  mercy,  mercy,  mercy  !  pity  me.' 
Thus  all  felf-juftifying  pleas  are  dropped,  4 

Mod  guilty  ihe  becomes,  her  mouth  is  ftopp'd. 
Pungent  remorfe  does  her  pad  condu£t  blame, 
And  flufh  her  confcious  cheek  with  fpreading  fhame* 
Her  felf*  conceited  heart  is  felf-convi£t, 
With  barbed  arrows  of  compunction  prick'd : 
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Wonders,  how  juftice  fpares  her  vital  breath, 
How  patient  Hcav'n  adjourns  the  day  of  wrath  j 
How  pliant  earth  does  not  with  .open  jaws 
Devour  her,  Korah-like,  for  equal  caufe; 
How  yawning  hell,  that  gapes  for  fuch  a  prey, 
Is  fruitrate  with  a  further  hour's  delay. 
She  that  could  once  her  mighty  works  exalt, 
And  boaft  devotion  fram'd  without  a  fault, 
Extol  her  nat'ral  pow'rs,  is  now  brought  down, 
Her  former  madnefs,  not  her  pow'rs,  to  own. 
Her  prefent  beggarM  ftate,  moil  void  of  grace, 
Unable  even  to  wail  her  woful  cafe, 
Quite  pow'rlefs  to  believe,  repent,  or  pray^ 
Thus  pride  of  duties  flies  and  dies  away. 
She,  like  a  harden'd  wretch,  a  ftupid  (tone, 
Lies  in  the  duft,  and  cries,  Undone,  Undone. 

SECT.     III. 

The  deeply  humbled  foul  relieved  with  fame  faving  dif- 
coveries  ^Christ  the  Redeemer. 

WHEN  thus  the  wounded  bride  perceives  full  well 
Hcrfelf  the  vileft  finner  out  of  hell, 
The  blackeft  monfter  in  the  univerfe  ; 
Penfive  if  clouds  of  wo  (hall  e'er  difperfe. 
When  in  her  breaft  Heav'n's  wrath  fo  fiercely  glows, 
Twixt  fear  and  guilt  her  bones  have  no  repefe. 
vVhen  flowing  billows  of  amazing  dread 
Jwcll  to  a  deluge  o'er  her  finking  head  ; 
kVhen  nothing  in  her  heart  is  found  to  dwell, 
lit  horrid  Atheifm,  enmity,  and  hell ; 
Vhen  endlefs  death  and  ruin  feems  at  hand, 
ind  yet  flic  cannot  for  her  foul  command 
ijigh  to  eafe  it,  or  a  gracious  thought, 
Tiough  heav'n  could  at  this  petty  rate  be  bought. 
Vhen  darknefs  and  confufion  overcloud, 
i,nd  unt^black  defpair  temptations croud 3 
D  2 
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When  wholly  without  ftrength  to  move  or  flir, 
And  not  a  ftar  by  night  appears  to  her  : 
But  (he,  while  to  the  brim  her  troubles  flow, 
Stands,  trembling  on  the  utmoft  brink  of  wo. 

Ah  !  weary  cafe  !   But,  lo  !  in  this  fad  plight 
The  fun  arifes  with  furprifing  light. 
The  darkeft  midnight  is  his  ufual  time 
Of  rifing  and  appearing  in  his  prime. 
To  fliew  the  hills  from  whence  falvation  fprings, 
And  chafe  the  gloomy  (hades  with  golden  wings, 
The  glorious  Hufband  now  unvails  his  face, 
And  fhews  his  glory  full  of  truth  and  grace*  ; 
Prefents  unto  the  bride,  in  that  dark  hour, 
Himfelf  a  Saviour,  both  by  price  and  pow'r :•- 
A  mighty  helper  to  redeem  the  loft, 
Relieve  and  ranfom  to  the  uttermoftf ; 
To  feek  the  vagrant  (heep  to  deferts  driven, 
And  fave  from  loweft  hell  to  higheft  heav'n. 
Her  doleful  cafe  he  fees,  his  bowels  move, 
And  make  her  time  of  need  his  time  oflove%  5 
He  fhews,  to  prove  himfelf  her  mighty  fhield, 
His  name  is  JESUS,  by  his  Father  feal'd  :  |[ 
A  name  with  attributes  engrav'd  within, 
To  fave  from  ev'ry  attribute  of  fin. 
With  wifdom  fin's  great  folly  to  expofe, 
And  righteoufn^  its  chain  of  guilt  to  loofe, 
Sanclification  to  fubdue  its  foray, 
Redemption  all  its  woful  brood  to  flay  §. 
Each  golden  letter  of  his  glorious  name 
Bears  full  deliv'rance  both  from  fin  and  fhame. 
Yea,  not  privation  bare  from  fin  and  wo,  1 

But  thence  all  pofitive  falvations  flow,  > 

To  make  her  ivife,juf9  holy,  happy  too.  J 

He  now  appears  a  match  exaftly  meet 
To  make  her  ev'ry  way  in  him  complete^ 


*  John  i.  14.         ■ytfeb•  vii.  *5-         I  Ezek.  xvi.  6,  S> 
I)  MattTi.  7,1.        §  I  Cor.  i.  50. 
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In  whom  thrfnlnefs  of  the  Godhead  dwells  #, 
That  (he  may  boaft  in  him,  and  nothing  elfe. 
In  gofpel  lines  fhe  now  perceives  the  dawn 
Of  Jefus'  love  with  bloody  pencil  drawn  \ 
How  God  in  him  is  infinitely  pleas'd, 
And  Heav'n's  avenging  fury  whole  appeas'd  : 
Law-precepts  magnify'd  by  her  belov'd, 
And  ev'ry  let  to  (lop  the  match  remov'd. 
Now  in  her  view  her  prifon-gates  break  ope, 
Wide  to  the  walls  dies  up  the  door  of  hope ; 
And  now  flie  fees  with  pleafure  unexprefs'd 
For  fhatter'd  barks  -\  happy  fhore  of  reft. 

SECT.     IV, 

The  working  of  the  Spirit  of  faith  in  feparating  the  heart 
from  all felfrigbteoufnefsl  and  drawing  out  its  confetti 
toy  and  defire  after  Christ  alone  and  wholly. 

THE  bride  at  Sinai  little  underftood,        fg°°^>^ 
How  thefe  law-humblings  were  defign'd  for  > 
T'  enhance  the  value  of  her  Huiband's  blood-  j 

The  tow'r  of  tott'ring  pride  thus  barter'd  down, 
Makes  way  for  Chriit  alone  to  wear  the  crown. 
Conviction's  arrows  piere'd  her  he^rt,  that  fo 
The  blood  from  his  piere'd  heart,  to  hers  might  flow. 
The  law's  fharp  plough  tears  up  the  fallow  ground. 
Where  not  a  grain  of  grace  was  to  be  found, 
Till  ftraight  perhaps  behind  the  plough  is  fown 
The  hidden  feed  of  faith,  as  yet  unknown. 
Hence  now  the  once  reluctant  bride's  inclin'd 
To  give  the  gofpel  an  ajjenting  mind^ 
Difpos'd  to  take,  would  grace  the'pow'r  impart, 
Heav'n's  offer  with  a  free  confenting  heart 
His  Spirit  in  the  gofpel  chariot  rides,  1 

And  fhews  his  loving  heart  to  draw  the  bride's  ; 
Though  oft  in  clouds  his  drawing  pow'r  he  hides.      ^ 

*  Col.  ii.  9,  io.  - 
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His  love  in  gracious  offers  to  her  bears, 
In  kindly  anfwers  to  her  doubts  and  fears, 
Refolving  all  objections  more  or  lefs 
From  former  fins,  or  prefent  worthleflhefs. 
Perfuades  her  mind  of 's  conjugal  confent, 
And  then  impow'rs  her  heart  to  fay,  Content. 
Content  to  be  divorced  from  the  law, 
No  more  the  yoke  of  legal  terms  to  draw. 
Content  that  he  difTolve  the  former  match. 
And  to  himfelf  alone  her  heart  attach. 
Content  to  join  with  Chrift.at  any  rate,    * 
And  wed  him  as  her  everlafting  mate. 
Content  that  he  (hould  ever  wear  the  bays, 
And  of  her  whole  falvation  have  the  praife. 
Content  that  be  mould  rife,  though  {he  mould  fall, 
And  to  be  nothing,  that  he  may  be  all. 
Content  that  he,  becaufe  (he  nought  can  do, 
IDoJbr  her  all  her  work,  and  in  her  too. 
Here  (he  a  peremptory  mind  difplays, 
That  he  do  all  the  work,  get  all  the  praife. 
And  now  (he  is,  which  ne'er  till  now  took  place, 
Content  entirely  to  be  fav'd  by  grace. 
She  owns  that  her  damnation  juft  would  be, 
And  therefore  her  falvation  muft  be  free  : 
That  nothing  being  hers  but  fin  and  thrall, 
She  muft  be  debtor  unto  grace  for  all. 

Hence  comes  (he  to  him  in  her  naked  cafe, 
To  be  invefted  with  his  righteoufnefs. 
She  comeS)  as  guilty ,  to  a  pardon  free; 
As  vile  and  filthy ,  to  a  clean  (ing  fea  : 
Aspoor  and  empty,  to  the  richeft  ftock  ; 
As  weak  and  feeble  to  the  (Irongeft  rock : 
As  perifhing,  unto  a  fhield  from ■  thrall ; 
As  worfe  than  nothing,  to  an  all  in  all. 
She  as  a  blinded  mole,  an  ign'rant  fool, 
Comes  for  inftru&ion  to  the  Prophet's  fchool^. 
She,  with  a  hell-deferving  confctous  breaft, 
Flees  for  atonement  to  the  worthy  Prieft* 
She,  as  a  flave  to  fin  and  Satan,  wings 
Her  flight  for  help  unto  the  Kiig  of  kings. 


Chap. II.  The  Believer's  Efpoufals.  4/ 

She  all  her  maladies  and  plagues  brings  forth 

To  this  Phyfician  of  eternal  worth. 

She  fpreads  before  his  throne  her  filthy  fore^ 

And  lays  her  broken  bones  down  at  his  door. 

No  inite  (lie  has  to  buy  a  crumb  of  bliis, 

And  therefore  comes  impov'rifh'd,  as  ihe  is- 

By  fin  and  Satan  of  all  good  bereft, 

Comes  e'en  as  bare  as  they  her  foul  have  left. 

To  fenfe,  as  free  of  holinefs  within, 

As  Chrift,  the  lpotlefs  Lamb,  was  free  of  fin. 

She  comes  by  faith,  true  ;  but  it  fhews  her  want, 

And  brings  her  as  a  finner,  not  a  faint  \ 

A  wretched  finner  flying  for  her  good 

To  juftifying,  fanftifying  blood. 

Strong  faith  no  ftrength,  nor  pow'r  of  acting,  vaunts, 

But  ads  in  fenfe  of  weaknefs  and  of  wants. 

DrainM  now  of  ev'ry  thing  that  men  may  call  ~) 

Terms  and  conditions  of  relief  from  thrall  \  £ 

Except  this  one,  that  Jefus  be  her  all.  3 

When  to  the  bride  he  gives  efpoufing  faith, 

It  finds  her  under  fin,  and  guilt,  and  wrath, 

And  makes  her  as  a  plagued  wretch  to  fall 

At  Jefus'  footftool  for  the  cure  of  all. 

Her  whole  falvation.  now  in  him  (he  feeks, 

And  mufing  thus  perhaps  in  fecret  fpeaks  : 

i  Lo  !  all  my  burdens  may  in  him  be  eas'd  \ 
1  Thejuftice  I  offended  he  has  pleas'd ; 
'  The  blifs  that  I  have  forfeit  he  procured  ; 
s  The  curfe  that  I  deferved  he  endur'd; 
c  The  law  that  I  have  broken  he  obey'd ; 
1  The  debt  that  I  contra&ed  he  has  paid : 

*  And  though  a  match  unfit  for  him  I  be, 

*  I  find  him  ev'ry  way  mod  fit  for  me. 

c  Sweet  Lord,  I  think,  would  thou  thyfelf,  impart, 
4  I'd  welcome  thee  with  open  hand  and  heart. 
«  But  thou  that  fav'ft  by  price,  mud  fave  by  pow'r  j 

*  O  fend  thy  Spirit  in  a  fiery  fhow'r, 

c  This  cold  and  frrzcn  heart  of  mine  to  thaw, 
1  That  nought,  fave  cords  of  burring  lovc^can  draw. 
D4 
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*  O  draw  me,  Lord,  then  will  I  run  to  thee, 

*  And  glad  into  thy  glowing  bofom  flee. 
4  I  own  myfelf  a  mafs  of  fin  and  hell, 

*  A  brat  that  can  do  nothing  but  rebel : 

*  But  didjl  thou  not,  as  facred  pages  fhew  #, 

€  vWhen  rifing  up  to  fpoil  the  hellifli  crew, 

*  That  had  by  thoufands,  finners  captive  made, 

c  And  hadft  in  conqu'ring  chains  them  captive  led) 

*  Get  donatives,  not  for  thy  proper  gain, 

<  But  royal  bounties  for  rebellious  men% 

(  Gifts )  graces,  and  the  Spirit  without  bounds, 

f  For  God's  neiv  houfe  with  man  on  firmer  grounds  ? 

€  O  then  let  me  a  rebel  now  come  fpeed, 

*  Thy  holy  Spirit  is  the  gift  I  need. 

'  His  precious  graces  too,  the  glorious  grant* 

<  Thou  kindly  promis'd,  and  I  greatly  want. 
1  Thou  art  exalted  to  the  higheft  place, 

,*  To  give  repentance  forth,  and  evry  grace  f . 

*  O  Giver  of  fpiritual  life  and  breath, 

1  The  author  and  the  finifher  of  faith  J; 

«  Thou  hufband-like  muft  ev'ry  thing  provide* 

«  If  e'er  the  like  of  me  become  thy  bride.' 

SECT.    V. 

Faith's  view  of  the  freedom  of  grace,  cordial  renun 
ciation  of  all  its  own  ragged  righteoufnefs ,  and  forma 
acceptance  of  and  clqfing  with  the  perfon  of  gloriou 
Christ. 

THE  bride  with  open  eyes,  that  once  were  dim, 
Sees  now  her  whole  falvation  lies  in  him  \ 
The  Prince,  who  is  not  in  difpenflng  nice, 
But  freely  gives  without  her  pains  or  price:. 
This  magnifies  the  wonder  in  her  eye, 
Who  not  a  farthing  has  wherewith  to  buy ; 

*  Pfal.  Ixvin.  1 8.         f  Aas  v-  31*        \  Heb*  *«•  *• 
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For  now  her  humbled  mind  can  difavow 
Her  boafled  beauty  and  affuming  brow ; 
"Wit!*  confcious  eye  difcern  her  emptinefs, 
With  candid  lips  her  poverty  confefs. 
«  O  glory  to  the  Lord,  that  grace  is  free, 
'  Elfe  never  would  it  light  on  guilty  me. 

*  I  nothing  have  with  me  to  be  its  price, 

*  But  hellifh  blacknefs,  enmity,  and  vice/ 
In  former  times  (lie  durft  prefuming  come 
To  grace's  market  with  a  petty  fum 

Of  duties,  prayers,  tears,  a  boafted  kt} 

Expecting  Heav'n  would  thus  be  in  her  debt. 

Thefe  were  the  price,  at  lead  fhe  did  fuppofc 

She'd  be  the  wel comer  becaufe  of  thofe  : 

But  now  (he  fee's  the  vilenefs  of  her  vogue, 

The  dung  that  clofe  doth  ev'ry  duty  clog  -9 

The  fin  that  doth  her  holinefs  reprove, 

The  enmity  that  clofe  attends  her  love  ; 

The  great  heart-hardnefs  of  her  penitence, 

The  ftupid  dulnefs  of  her  vaunted  fenfe  -9 

The  unbelief  of  former  blazed  faith, 

The  utter  nothingnefs  of  all  (he  hath. 

The  blacknefs  of  her  beauty  (he  can  fee, 

The  pompous  pride  of  ftrain'd  humility, 

The  naughtinefs  of  all  her  tears  and  pray'rg, 

And  now  renounces  all  as  worthlefs  wares  ; 

And  finding  nothing  to  commend  herfelf, 

But  what  might  damn  her,  her  embezzled  pelf  > 

At  fov'reign  grace's  feet  does  proltrate  fall, 

Content  to  be  in  Jefus'  debt  for  all. 

Her  noifed  virtues  vanifh  out  of  fight, 

As  (tarry  tapers  at  meridian  light; 

While  fweetly,  humbly,  (he  beholds  at  length 

Chrift,  as  her  only  righteoufnefs  and  flrength. 

He  with  the  view  throws  down  his  loving  dart, 

Impreft  with  pow'r  into  her  tender  heart. 

The  deeper  that  the  law's  fierce  dart  was  thrown, 

The  deeper  now  the  dart  of  loye  goes  down  : 
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Hence,  fweetly  pain'd,  her  cries  to  heav,n  do  flee  j 

*  O  none  but  Jefus,  none  but  Chrift  for  me: 

*  O  glorious  Chrift,  O  beauty,  beauty  rare, 

*  Ten  thoufand  thoufand  heav'ns  are  not  fo  fair. 
€  In  him  at  once  all  beauties  meet  and  (hine, 

*  The  white  and  ruddy,  human  and  divine. 
€  As  in  his  low,  he's  in  his  high  abode, 

€  The  brighteft  image  of  the  unfeen  God  #. 

*  How  juftly  do  the  harpers  fing  above, 

c  His  doing,  dying,  rifing,  reigning  love  ! 

*  How  juftly  does  he,  when  his  work  is  done, 
4  Poffefs  the  centre  of  his  Father's  throne  ? 

*  How  juftly  does  his  awful  throne  before 

*  Seraphic  armies  proftrate  him  adore  •, 

1  That's  both  by  nature  and  donation  crown'd, 

*  With  ail  the  grandeur  of  the  Godhead  round  ? 

1  But  wilt  thou,  Lord,  in  very  deed  come  dwell 
c  With  me,  that  was  a  burning  brand  of  hell  ? 

*  With  me  fo  juftly  reckon'd  worfe  and  lefs 
(  Than  infeft,  mite,  or  atom  can  exprefs  ? 

*  Wilt  thou  debafe  thy  high  imperial  form, 

*  To  match  with  fuch  a  mortal,  crawling  worm  ? 
1  Yea,  fure  thine  errand  to  our  earthly  coaft, 
'Was  in  deep  love  to  feek  andfave  the  loft\\ 

*  And  fince  thou  deign'ft  the  like  of  me  to  wed, 
'  O  come  and  make  my  heart  thy  marriage-bed. 
f  Fair  Jefus,  wilt  thou  marry  filthy  me  i 

1  Amen,  Amen,  Amen  \  fo  let  it  be. 


*  Heb.  i.  3.  f  Luke  six,  I®. 
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CHAP.     III. 

The  Fruits  of  the  Believer's  Marriage  with 
Christ,  particularly  gofpel-holinefs  and  obe- 
dience to  the  law  as  a  rule. 


SECT.     L 

The  fweet  folemnity  of  the  marriage  now  over>  and  the 
fad  effects  of  the  remains  of  a  legal  JpiriU 

^HE  match  is  made,  with  little  din  'tis  done, 
-*     But  with  gieat  power,  unequal  prizes  won. 
The  Lamb  has  fairly  won  his  worthlefs  bride  \ 
She  her  great  Lord,  and  all  his  ftore  befide. 
He  made  the  pooreft  bargain,  though  moft  wife  \ 
And  (he,  the  feol,  has  won  the  worthy  prize. 

Deep  floods  of  everlafting  love  and  grace, 
That  under  ground  ran  an  eternal  fpace, 
Now  rife  aloft  'bovc  banks  of  fin  and  hell, 
And  o'er  the  tops  of  marly  mountains  fwell. 
In  dreams  of  blood  are  tow'rs  of  guilt  o'erfiown, 
Down  with  the  rapid  purple  current  thrown. 

The  bride  now  as  her  all  can  Jefug  own, 
And  proftrate  at  his  footftool  caft  her  crown> 
Disclaiming  all  her  former  groundlefs  hope, 
"While  in  the  dark  her  foul  did  weary  grope. 
Down  tumble  all  the  hills  of  felf-conceit, 
In  him  alone  (lie  fees  herfelf  complete ; 
Does  his  fair  perfon  with  fond  arms  embrace, 
And  all  her  hopes  on  his  full  merit  place; 
Difcard  her  former  mate,  and  henceforth  draw 
No  hope,  no  expectation  from  the  law. 

Though  thus  her  new-created  nature  foars, 
And  lives  aloft  on  Jefus'  heav'nly  {lores ; 
Yet  apt  to  ftray,  her  old  adult'rous  heart 
Ofr  takes  her  old  renounced  hufband's  pa*t : 
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A  legal  cov'nant  is  fo  deep  ingrain'd, 

Upon  the  human  nature  laps'd  and  ftain'd, 

That,  till  her  fpirit  mount  the  pureft  clime,      * 

She's  never  totally  divorc'd  in  time. 

Hid  in  her  corrupt  part's  proud  bofom  lurks 

Some  hope  of  life  ftill  by  the  law  of  works. 

Hence  flow  the  following  evils  more  or  lefs ;        ~) 
Preferring  oft  her  partial  holy  drefs,  > 

Before  her  Hufbaad's  perfect  righteoufnefs.  ) 

Hence  joying  more  in  grace  already  giv'n 
Than  in  her  Head  and  flock  that's  all  in  heav'n. 
Hence  grieving  more  the  want  of  frames  and  grace, 
Than  of  himfelf  the  fpring  of  all  folace. 

Hence  guilt  her  foul  imprifons,  lulls  prevail,  1 

While  to  the  law  her  rents  infolvent  fail,  > 

And  yet  her  f  aithlefs  heart  rejects  herHufband's  bail.  -) 

Hence  foul  diforders  rife,  and  racking  fears, 
While  doubtful  of  his  clearing  paft  arrears ; 
Vain  dreaming,  fince  her  own  obedience  fails, 
His  likewife  little  for  her  help  avails. 

Hence  duties  are  a  talk,  while  all  in  view 
Is  heavy  yokes  of  laws,  or  old  or  new : 
Whereas,  were  once  her  legal  bias  broke, 
She'd  find  her  Lord's  commands  an  eafy  yoke. 
No  galling  precepts  on  her  neck  he  lays,t 
Nor  any  debt  demands,  fave  what  he  pays 
By  promis'd  aid;  but,  lo!  the  grievous  law, 
-Demanding  brick,  won't  aid  her  with  a  ftraw. 

Hence  alfo  fretful,  grudging,  difcontent,  1 

Crav'd  by  the  law,  finding  her  treafure  fpent,  > 

.  And  doubting  if  her  Lord  will  pay  the  rent.  3 

Hence  pride  of  duties  too  does  often  fwell, 
Prefuming  fhe  perform'd  fo  very  well. 

Hence  pride  of  graces  and  inherent  worth 
Springs  from  her  corrupt  legal  bias  forth; 
And  boafting  more  a  prefent  whirring  frame, 
vThan  her  exalted  Lord's  unfading  name. 

Hence  many  falls  and  plunges  in  the  mire, 
As  many  new  converfions  do  require  : 
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Becaufe  her  faithlefs  heart  fad  follies  breed, 
Much  lewd  departure  from  her  living  Head^, 
Who,  to  reprove  her  aggravated  crimes, 
Leaves  her  abandon'd  to  herfelf  at  times ; 
That,  falling  into  frightful  deeps,  (lie  may 
From  fad  experience  learn  more  flrefs  to  lay, 
Not  on  her  native  efforts,  but  at  length 
On  Chrift  alone,  her  righteoufncfs  and  ftrength  : 
Confcious,  while  in  her  works  the  feeks  repofe, 
Her  legal  fpirit  breeds  her  many  woes. 

SECT.     II. 

Faith's  viclories  ever  fin  and  Safari ,  through  new  and  far- 
ther difcoveries  c/  C  H  R  1  s  T,  making  believers  more 
fruitlefs  in  hoiinefs  than  all  other  pretenders  to  works, 

THE  gofpel-path  leads  heav'n-ward;  hence  the  fray, 
Hell  pow'rs  ftill  pufh  the  bride  the  legal  way. 
So  hot  the  war,  her  life's  a  troubled  flood, 
A  field  of  battle,  and  a  fcene  of  blood. 
But  he  that  once  commene'd  the  work  in  her, 
Whofe  working  fingers  drop  the  fweeteit  myrrh, 
Will  ftill  advance  it  by  alluring  force. 
And,  from  her  ancient  mate,  more  clean  divorce  j 
Since  'tis  her  antiquated  fpoufe  the  law, 
The  ftrength  of  fin  and  hell  did  on  her  draw. 
Piece-meal  me  finds  hell's  mighty  force  abate, 
By  new  recruits  from  her  almighty  Mate. 
Frefh  armour  fent  from  grace's  magazine, 
Makes  her  proclaim  eternal  war  with  fin. 
The  fhield  of  faith,  dipt  in  the  Surety's  blood! 
Drowns  fiery  darts,  as  in  a  crimfon  flood. 
The  Captain's  ruddy  banner,  lifted  high, 
Makes  hell  retire,  and  all  the  furies  fly. 
Yea,  of  his  glory  every  recent  glance 
Makes  fin  decay,  and  hoiinefs  advance. 
In  kindnefs  therefore  does  her  heav'nly  Lord 
Renew'd  difcov'ries  of  his  love  afford, 


54  Gospel    Sonnets,  Parti, 

That  her  enamour'd  foul  may  with  the  view 

Be  call  into  his  holy  mould  anew  : 

For  when  he  manifefts  his  glorious  grace, 

The  charming  favour  of  his  fmiling  face, 

Into  his  image  fair  transforms  her  foul  #, 

And  wafts  her  upward  to  the  heav'uly  pole, 

From  glory  unto  glory  by  degrees, 

Till  vifion  and  fruition  (hall  fuffice. 

And  thus  in  holy  beauty  Jefus'  bride 

Shines  far  beyond  the  painted  fens  of  pride, 

Vain  merit-vouchers,  and  their  fubtle  apes, 

In  all  their  mod  refinM,  delufive  fhapes. 

No  lawful  child  is  ere  the  marriage  born  ; 

Though  therefore  virtues  feign'd  their  life  adorn. 

The  fruit  they  bear  is  but  a  fpurious  brood, 

Before  this  happy  marriage  be  made  good. 

And  'tis  &ot  flrange  ;  £oryfrom  a  corrupe  tree 

No  fruit  divinely  good  produced  can  be  ||. 

But,  lo !  the  bride,  graft  in  the  living  Root, 

Brings  forth  moft  precious  aromatic  fruit. 

When  her  new  heart  and  her  new  Hufband  meet, 

Her  fruitful  womb  is  like  a  heap  of  wheat , 

Befet  with  fragrant  lilies  round  about  f,  T 

All  divine  graces,  in  a  comely  rout,  > 

Burning  within,  and  mining  bright  without.  J 

-And  thus  the  bride,  as  facred  fcripture  faith, 

When  dead  unto  the  lazv  through  Jefus*  death  %y 

And  matched  with  himy  bears  to  her  God  and  Lord 

Accepted  fruity  with  incenfe  pure  decor' d. 

Freed  from  law-debt,  and  blefs'd  with  gofpel  eafe, 

Her  work  is  now  her  deareft  Lord  to  pleafe, 

By  living  on  him  as  her  ample  itock, 

And  leaning  to  him  as  her  potent  rock. 

The  fruit,  that  each  law  wedded  mortal  brings 

To  felf  accrefces,  as  from  fclf  it  fprings. 

So  bafe  a  rife  muft  have  a  bafe  recourfe. 

The  ftream  can  mount  no  higher  than  its  fource. 

-*  %  Cor.  Hi.  1 8.         J  Matt.vii.  17,  18.        f  CstEt.Yii*  3.. 

|)ROX».  Yii.  4. 
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But  Jefus  can  his  bride's  fweet  fruit  commend, 
As  brought  from  him  the  root,  to  him  the  end. 
She  does  by  fuch  an  offspring  him  avow 
To  be  her  Alpha  and  Omega  too. 
The  work  and  warfare  he  begins,  he  crowns, 
Though  maugre  various  conflicts,  ups  and  downs. 
Thus  through  the  darkfome  vale  ihe  makes  her  way 
Until  the  morning- dawn  of  glory's  day. 

SECT.     III. 

True  favitig  faith  magnifying  the  laiv,  both  as  a  covenant , 
and  as  a  Yule.     Fa  If e faith  unfruitful  and  ruining. 

PROUD  nature  may  rejeft  this  gofpeUtheme, 
And  curfe  it  as  an  Antinomian  fcheme. 
Let  flander  bark,  let  envy  grin  and  fight, 
The  curfe  that  is  fo  caufelefs  fhal!  not  light  *. 
If  they  that  fain  would  make  by  holy  force 
'Twixt  fmners  and  the  law  a  clean  divorce, 
And  court  the  Lamb  a  virgin  chafte  to  wife, 
Be  charg'd  as  foes  to  holinefs  of  life, 
Well  may  they  fuffer  gladly  on  this  fcore, 
Apoftles  great  were  fo  malign'd  before. 
Do  we  make  void  the  lay)  through  faith  f  P  nav,  why, 
We  do  it  more  fulfil  and  magnify 
Than  fiery  feraphs  can  with  holieft  flafh  5 
Avant,  vain  legalifts,  unworthy  trafh. 

When  as  a  covenant  (tern  the  law  commands, 
Faith  puts  her  Lamb's  obedience  in  its  hands; 
And  when  its  threats  gufh  out  a  fiery  flood, 
Faith  Hops  the  current  with  her  victim's  blood. 
The  law  can  crave  no  more,  yet  craves  no  lefs. 
Than  active,  paffive,  perfect  righteoufnefs. 
Yet  here  is  all,  yea,  more  than  its  demand, 
411  render'd  to  it  by  a  divine  hand, 
vlankind  is  bound  law-fervice  ftill  to  pay, 
i ea,  angel-kind  is  alfo  bound  t'obey. 

*  ?rov.  xivi.  *.  t  K.Qm«  »&  M* 
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It  may  by  human  and  angelic  blaze 
Have  honour,  but  in  finite  partial  ways. 
Thefe  natures  have  its  luftre  once  defae'd, 
'Twill  be  by  part  of  both  for  ay  difgrae'd, 
Yet,  had  they  all  obfequious  ltood  and  true, 
They'd  giv'n  the  law  no  more  than  homage  due. 
But  faith  gives 't  honour  yet  more  great,  more  odd, 
The  high,  the  humble  fervice  of  its  God. 

Again  to  view  the  holy  law's  command, 
As  lodged  in  a  Mediator's  hand ; 
Faith  gives  it  honour,  as  a  rule  of  life, 
And  makes  the  bride  the  Lamb's  obedient  wife. 
Due  homage  to  the  law  thofe  never  did, 
To  whom  th'  obedience  pure  of  faith  is  hid. 
Faith  works  by  love  *,  and  purifies  the  heart  -f, 
And  truth  advances  in  the  inward  part; 
On  carnal  hearts  imprefies  divine  ftamps, 
And  fully'd  lives  inverts  to  fhining  lamps. 
From  Abram's  feed  that  are,, moil  ftrong  in  faith* 
The  law  mod  honour,  God  moft  glory  hath. 
But  due  refpe£t  to  neither  can  be  found,  J 

Where  unbelief  ne'er  got  a  mortal  wound,  > 

To  ftill  the  virtue-vaunter's  empty  found.  J 

Good  works  he  boafts,  a  path  he  never  trode, 
Who  i6  not  yet  the  ivorkmanfhip  ofGod\% 
In  Jefus  thereunto  created  new  ; 
Ncis'd  works  that  fpring  not  hence  are  but  a  fhew. 
True  faith,  that's  of  a  noble  divine  race, 
Is  ftill  a  holy  fanftifying  grace : 
And  greater  honour  to  the  law  does  (hare, 
Than  boafters  all  that  breathe  the  vital  air. 
Ev'n  Jieathen  morals  vaftly  may  outfhine 
The  works  that  flow  not  from  a  faith  divine. 

Pretentions  high  to  faith  a  number  have, 
But,  ah  !  it  is  a  faith  that  cannot  fave  : 
We  trufly  fay  they,  in  Chri/l,  we  hope  in  God: 
Ner  blufh  to  blaze  their  rotten  faith  abroad. 

*  Eph.  ii.  ie>.         f  Gal.  t.  9.         \  Eph.  11.  9. 
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Nor  try  the  truftof  which  they  make  a  (hew, 
If  of  a  faying  or  a  damning  hue. 
They  own  their  fins  are  ill  -,   true,  but  'tis  fad 
They  never  thought  their  faith  and  hope  were  bad. 
How  evident's  their  home-bred  nat'ral  blaze, 
Who  dream  they  have  beiiev'd  well  all  their  days  ; 
Yet  never  felt  their  unbelief,  nor  knew     . 
The  need  of  pow'r  their  nature  to  renew  ? 
Blind  fouls  that  boaft  of  faith,  yet  live  in  fin, 
May  hence  conclude  their  faith  is  to  begin  \ 
Or  know  they  ihall,  by  fuch  an  airy  faith, 
Believe  themfelves  to  everlafting  wrath. 
Faith  that  nor  leads  to  go:d}  nor  keeps  from  ///, 
"Will  never  lead  to  heav'n,  nor  keep  from  hell. 
The  body  without  breath  is  dead*  \  no  lefs 
Is  faith  without  the  works  of  hoJinefs  f. 
How  rare  is  faving  faith,  when  earth  is  cramm'd 
"With  fuch  as  will  believe,  and  yet  be  damn'd  \ 
Believe  the  gofpel,  yet  with  dread  and  awe 
Have  never  truly  fir  ft  believ'd  the  law  ? 
That  matters  fhall  be  well,  they  hope  too  foon 
Who  never  yet  have  feen  they  were  undone. 
Can  of  falvation  their  belief  be  true, 
Who  never  yet  believ'd  damnation  due  ? 
Can  thefe  of  .endlefs  life  have  folic!  faith, 
Who  never  fear'd  law-threat?  of  endlefs  death  ? 
Nay,  fail'd  they  ha'nt  yet  to  the  healing  more, 
Who  never  felt  their  finful,  woful  fore. 

Imaginary  faith  is  but  a  blind, 
That  bears  no  fruit  but  of  a  deadly  kind  : 
Nor  can  from  fuch  a  wild  unwholcfome  root 
The  leaft  production  rife  of  living  fruit. 
But  faving  faith  can  fuch  an  offspring  breed, 
Her  native  product,  is  a  holy  lttd. 
The  faireit  iffues  of  the  vital  breath 
Spring  from  the  fertile  womb  of  heav'n-born  faith  5 

*Jam«  ii.  26.        f  James  ii.  17,  20. 
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Yet  boafls  fhe  nothing  of  her  own,  but  brings 
Auxiliaries  from  the  King  of  kings, 
Who  graves  his  royal  law  in  rocky  hearts, 
And  gracious  aid  in  foftening  (how'rs  imparts  : 
This  gives  prolific  virtue  to  the  faith, 
Irifpir  d  at  firft  by  his  almighty  breath. 
Hence,  fetching  all  her  fuccours  from  abroad, 
She  frill  employs  this  mighty  pow'r  of  God. 
Drain'd  clean  of  native  pow'rs  and  legal  aims, 
No  firength  but  in  and  from  Jekovah  claims: 
And  thus  her  fervice  to  the  law  o'ertops 
The  tow'ring  zeal  of  Pharifaic  fops. 

SECT.     IV. 

The  Believer  cnly%  being  married  to  Chri/l,  is  juftifled 
and  fanctilied  :  and  the  more  go/pel  freedom  from  the  law 
as  a  covenant,  the  more  holy  conformity  to  it  as  a  rule. 

THUS  doth  the  Huiband  by  his. Father's  will 
lAothfor  and  in  his  bride  the  law  fulfill : 
For  her,  as  'tis  a  covenant;   and  then 
In  hcry  as  'tis  a  ruk  of  life  to  men. 
Firft,  all  law- debt  he  moil  completely  pays, 
Then  of  law  duties  all  the  charge  defrays. 
Does  fifft  afTurne  her  guilt,  and  loofe  her  chains, 
And  then  with  living  water  wafh  her  ftains  ; 
Her  fund  reflore,  and  then  her  form  repair, 
And  make  his  filthy  bride  a  beauty  fair ; 
His  r  erfeel:  righteoilfnefs  mod  freely  grant, 
And  then  his  holy  image  deep  implant; 
Into  her  heart  his  precious  feed  indrop, 
Which  in  his  time  will  yield  a  glorious  crop. 
Pur  by  alternate  turns  his  plants  he  brings 
Through  robbing  winters  and  repairing  fprings. 
Hence,  pining  oft,  they  fufFer  fad  decays 
By  dint  of  fhady  nights  and  flormy  days. 
But  blell  with  fop,  and  influence  from  above, 
They  live  and  grow  anew  in  faith  and  love  -, 
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tTntil  tranfplanted  to  the  higher  foil, 
Where  furies  tread  no  more,  nor  foxes  fpoil. 
While  Chrift  the  living  root  remains  on  high, 
The  noble  plant  of  grace  can  never  die  ; 
Nature  decays,  and  fo  will  all  the  fruit 
That  merely  rifes  on  a  mortal  root. 
Their  works,  however  fplendid,  are  but  dead, 
That  from  a  living  fountain  don't  proceed  ; 
Their  faireft  fruit  is  but  a  garnihYd  fhrine, 
That  are  not  grafted  in  the  glorious  Vine. 
Devouteft  hypocrites  are  rank'd  in  rolls 
Of  painted  puppets,  not  of  living  fouls. 

No  offspring  but  of  ChrilVs  fair  bride  is  good, 
This  happy  marriage  has  a  holy  brood. 
Let  fmners  learn  this  myftery  to  read,  p 

We  bear  to  glorious  Chriil  no  precious  feed,  r 

Till  through  the  law,  ijue  to  the  law  be  dead  \  -5 

No  true  obedience  to  the  law,  but  fore'd, 
Can  any  yield,  till  from  the  law,  divore'd. 
Nor  to  it,  as  a  rule  is  homage  giv'n, 
Till  from  it,  as  a  covnant,  men  be  dm'n. 
Yea  more,  till  once  they  this  di-orce  attain, 
Divorce  from  fin  they  but  attempt  in  vain  \ 
The  curfed  yoke  of  fin  they  bafely  draw, 
Till  once  unyoked  from  the  curling  law. 
Sin's  full  dominion  keeps  its  native  place, 
While  men  are  under  law,  not  under  grace  f. 
For  mighty  hills  of  enmity  won't  move, 
Till  touch'd  by  conqu'ring  grace  and  mighty  love. 

Were  but  the  gofpel-fecrct  under  flood-, 
How  God  can  pardon  where  he  fees  no  good  •, 
How  grace  ami  mercy  free,  that  ean'c  be  bought, 
Reign  through  a  rightcoufnefs  already  wrought : 
Were  woful  reigning  unbelief  deposM, 
jMyfterious  grace  to  blinded  minds difclosM: 

,  ii.  19.  ■}  R 
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Did  Heav'n  with  gofpel-news  its  pow'r  convey,        1 

And  Tinners  hear  a  faithful  God  but  fay,  > 

(  No  more  law- debt  remains  for  you  to  pay  ;  J 

f  Lo,  by  the  loving  Surety  all's  difcharg'd,' 

Their  hearts  behov'd  with  love  to  be  enlarg'd  : 

JLove,  the  (ucc\n£\  fulfilling  of  the  law  *, 

Were  then  the  eafy  yoke  they'd  fweetly  draw  ; 

Love  would  con  drain  and  to  his  fervice  move, 

Who  left  them  nothing  elfe  to  do  but  love. 

Slight  now  his  loving  precepts  if  they  can  ; 

No5  no  ;  his  conquering  kindnefs  leads  the  van. 

When  everlafting  love  exerts  the  fway, 

They  judge  themfelves  more  kindly  bound  r/obey, 

Bound  by  redeeming  grace  in  drifter  fenfe 

Than  ever  Adam  was  in  innocence. 

Why  now,  they  are  not  bound,  as  formerly, 

To  do  and  live,  nor  yet  to  do  or  die  ; 

Both  life  and  death  are  put  in  Jefus'  hands, 

Who  urges  neither  in  his  kind  commands, 

Not  fervile  work  their  life  and  heav'n  to  win, 

Nor  flavi ill  labour  death  and  hell  to  (hun. 

Their  aims  are  purer,  fnice  they  underftood,     [blood. 

Their  heav'n  was  bought,  their  hell  was  quench'd  with 

The  oars  of  gofpehfervice  now  they  (leer, 

Without  or  legal  hope  or  flavifh  fear. 

The  bride  in  fweet  fecurity  can  dwell, 
Nor  bound  to  purchafe  heav'n,  nor  vanquifh  hell : 
But  bound  for  him  the  race  of  love  to  run, 
Whofe  love  to  her  left  none  of  thefe  undone  \ 
Slie's  bound  to  he  the  Lamb's  obedient  wife, 
And  in  his  ftrength  to  ferve  him  during  life  : 
To  glorify  his  loving  name  for  ay, 
Who  left  her  not  a  fingle  mite  to  pay 
Of  legal  debt,  but  wrote  for  her  at  large 
In  characters  of  blood  a  full  difcharge. 
Henceforth  no  fervile  talk  her  labours  prove, 
But  grateful  fruits  of  reverential  love. 

*  Rom.  jciii.  10, 
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SECT.     V. 

Gofpcl-grace  giving  no  liberty  nor  freedom  to  Jin ,   lut  to 
holy  Jervice  and  [rare  obedience. 

THE  glorious  Hufband's  love  can't  lead  the  wife 
To  whoredom  or  licentioufnefs  of  life  : 
Nay,  nay;  {he  finds  his  warmeft  love  within; 
Thehotteit  fire  to  melt  her  heart  for  fin. 
His  kind  embrace  is  (till  the  ftioiigeit  cord 
To  bind  her  to  the  fervice  of  her  Lord. 
The  more  her  faith  infures  this  love  of  his, 
The  more  his  law  her  delectation  is. 
Some  dream,  the  might,  who  this  aiTurance  win, 
Take  latitude  and  liberty  to  fin. 

Ah  !  fuch  bewray  their  ignorance,  and  prove  ") 

The  want  the  lively  fenfe  of  drawing  love  ;  > 

And  how  its  fwreet  conltraining  force  can  move.       j 
The  ark  of  grace  came  never  in  to  dwell, 
But  Dagon  lufts  before  it  headlong  fell. 
Men  baiely  can  unto  lafcivioufneis 
Abufe  the  doctrine,  not  the  work  of  grace. 
Huggers  of  divine  iove  in  vice's  path, 
Have  but  the  fancy  of  it,  not  the  faith. 
They  never  foar'd  aloft  on  grace's  wing, 
That  knew  not  grace  to  be  a  holy  thing  : 
When  regnant  {he  the  pow'rs  of  hell  appals, 
And  fin's  dominion  in  the  ruin  falls. 
Curs'd  is  the  crew  whofe  Antinomian  drefs 
Makes  grace  a  cover  to  their  idlenefs. 
The  bride  of  Chrift  will  lure  be  very  loth 
To  make  his  love  a  pillow  for  her  floth. 
M'hy,  mayn't  {he  fin  the  more  that  grace  abounds  I 
Oh,  God  forbid  i   the  very  thought  confounds. 
When  dead  unto  the  law,  lhe's  dead  to  fin  ; 
How  can  the  any  longer  live  therein  *? 
To  neither  of  them  is  {he  now  a  fiav;, 
But  {hares  the  conqueft  of  the  great,  the  brave, 

*  Ruin.  vi.  j,  2 
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The  mighty  Gen'ral,  her  victorious  Head, 
Who  broke. the  double  chain  to  free  the  bride. 
Hence,  prompted  now  with  gratitude  and  love, 
Her  cheerful  feet  in  fwift  obedience  move. 
More  ftrong  the  cords  of  love  to  duty  draw, 
Than  hell,  and  all  the  curfes  of  the  lav/. 
"When  with  feraphic  love  the  bread's  infph'd, 
By  that  are  all  the  other  graces  fir'd  \ 
Thefe  kindling  round,  the  burning  heart  and  frarrie 
In  life  and  walk  fend  forth  a  holy  flame. 


C  H  A  P.     IV. 

A  Caution  to  all  againft  a  legal  fpirit;  especially 
to  thofe  that  have  a  profeffion  without  power, 
and  learning  without  grace. 

TITHY,  fays  the  haughty  heart  of  legalifts, 
*  *     Bound  to  the  law  of  works  by  nat'ral  twills, 

*  Why  fuch  ado  about  a  law  divorce  ? 

*  Mens  lives  are  bad,  and  would  you  have  them  worfe  ? 
€  Such  Aritinomian  {tuff  with  labour'd  toil 

*  Would  human  beauty's  native  luftre  fpoil. 

*  What  wickednefs  beneath  the  cov'ring  lurks, 

*  That  lewdly  would  divorce  us  all  from  works  ? 

*  Why  fuch  a  ftir  about  the  law  and  grace  ? 

«  We  know  that  merit  cannot  now  take  place. 

c   And  what  needs  more?'  Well,  to  let  flander  drop, 

Be  merit  for  a  little  here  the  fcope. 

Ah  !  many  learn  to  Hfp  in  gofpel-terms, 
Who  yet  embrace  the%law  with  legal  arms. 
By  wholefome  education  fome  are  taught 
To  own  that  human  merit  now  is  naught ; 
Who  faintly  but  renounce  proud  merit's  name, 
And  cleave  refin'dly  to  the  Popiih  fcheme. 
For  graceful  works  expecting  divine  blifs, , 
And,  when  they  fail,  truit  Chriii  for  what's  amifs. 
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Thus  to  his  righteoufnefs  profefs  to  flee, 

Yet  by  it  (till  would  their  own  favft 

They  feem  to  works  of  merit  bloody  foes, 

Yet  fcek  falvation  as  it  nvere*  by  thofe. 

Blind  Gentiles  fpund,  who  did  nor  fcek  nor  know; 

But  lfra'l  loll  it  whole,  v.  lie  fought  it  to. 

Let  ail  that  love  to  wear  the  legal  drefs, 
Know  that  as  fin,  fo  bailard  righteoufnefs 
Has  flain  it's  thcufands,  who  in  tow'ring  pride 
The  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Ghiift  deride  \ 
A  robe  divinely  wrought,  divinely  won, 
Yet  caft  by  men  for  rags  that  are  their  own. 
But  fome  to  legal  works  feem  whole  denyM, 
Yet  would  by  gofpei -works  be  juili '; 
By  faith,  repentance,  love,  and  ether  fuch  :  J 

Thefe  dreamers  being  righteous  overmuch, '  r 

LikeUzza,  give  the  ark  a  wrongful  touch.  -) 

By  legal  deeds  however  gofpeliz'd, 
Can  t'tr  tremendous  jullice  be  appea 
Or  finners  juftif/d  before  that  G 
Wiiofe  law  is  perfect,  and  exceeding  brqad  ? 
Nay,  faith  itfelf,  that- leading  gpfpel-grace, 
Holds  as  a  work  no  justifying  place. 
Tuft  Heav'n  to  man  for  righteoufnefs  imputes 
Not  faith  itfelf,  or  in  its  acts  or  fruits  ; 
But  Jefus'  meritorious  life  and  death, 
Faith's  proper  object,  all  the  honour  hath. 
Trom  this  doth  faith  derive  its  glorious  fame, 
It'  great  renown  and  juftifying  name; 
Receiving  all  things,  but  deferring  nought ; 
By  faith  all's  be^g'd  and  taken,  nothing  bought. 
Its  higheft  name  is  from  the  wedding  vote, 
So  instrumental  in  the  marriage- knot. 
Jehovah  lends  the  bride  in  that  bleft  hour, 
Thy  <?;;. ,  eding  greatnefs  of  his  mighty  fmtfr  :  f 
Which  fweetly  does  her  heart-confent  command, 
To  reach  the  wealthy  Prince  her  naked  hand, 

•Rom.  ix.  32.  b.  vii.  16. 
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For  clcfe  to  his  embrace  (he'd  never  ftir, 
If  firit  his  loving  arms  embraced  not  her: 
But  this  he  does  by  kindly  gradual  chafe, 
Of  roufing,  railing,  teaching,  drawing  grace, 
He  {hews  her,  in  his  fweeteft  love  addreis, 
1.1  is  glory  as  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  ; 
At  which  :.i  dying  glories  earth  adorn, 
Shrink  like  the  fick  moon  at  the  wholefome  morn, 
This  glorious  Sun  arifing  with  a  grace, 
Dark  (hade  of  creature-righteoufnefs  to  chafe, 
Faith  now  difclaims  itfelf,  and  all  the  train  T 

Of  virtues  formerly  accounted  gain  •,  > 

And  counts  them  dung\>  with  holy,  meek  difdain.  j 
-For  now  appears  the  height,  the  depth  immenfe 
Of  divine  bounty  and  benevolence  ; 
Amazing  mercy  !  ignorant  of  bounds  ! 
Which  mo  ft  enlarged  faculties  confounds. 
How  vain,  how  void  now  feem  the  vulgar  charms, 
The  monarch's  pomp  of  courts,  and  pride  of  arms  ? 
The  boafted  beauties  of  the  human  kind, 
The  pow'rs  of  body,  and  the  gifts  of  mind  ?  ;* 

Lo  !  in  the  grandeur  of  Immanuel's  train, 
All's  fwailow'd  up  as  rivers  in  the  main. 
He's  fecn,  when  gofpel-light  and  fight  is  giv'n, 
Encompafs'd  round  with  all  the  pomp  of  heav'n. 

The  foul,  now  taught  of  God,  fees  human  fchools 
Make  Chriftlefs  rabbi's  only  lit'rate  fools  ; 
And  that,  till  divine  teaching  pow'rful  draw, 
No  learning  will  divorce  them  from  the  law 
Mere  argument  may  clear  the  head,  and  force 
A  verbal,  not  a  cordial  clean  divorce. 
Hence  many,  taught  the  wholefome  terms  of  art, 
Have  gofpel-heads,  but  ftill  a  legal  heart. 
Till  fov'reign  grace  and  pow'r  the  (inner  catch, 
He  takes  not  Jefus  for  his  only. match. 
Nay,  works  complete !   ah!   true,  however  odd, 
Dead  works  are  rivals  with  the  living  God. 

f  Phil.  iii.  7,8, 
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Till  HeavVs  preventing  mercy  clear  the  fight, 
Confound  the  pride  with  fupernat'ral  light: 
No  haughty  foul  of  human  kind  is  brought 
To  mortify  her  felf-exalting  thought. 

Yetholieft  creatures  iir clay-tents  that  lodge, 
Be  but  their  lives  fcann'd  by  the  dreadful  Judge  j 
Howthall  they  e'er  his  awful  fearch  endure, 
Before  whofe  pureft  eyes  heaven  is  net  pure  ? 
How  mud  their  black  indictment  be  enlarg'd, 
When  by  him  angels  are  with  f  oily  charg'd  ? 
What  human  worth  (hall  ft  and,  when  he  {hall  fcan  i 
O  may  his  glory  ftain  the  pride  of  man. 

How  wond'rous  are  the  tracks  of  divine  grace  ! 
How  fearchlefs  are  his  ways,  how  raft  th'  abyfs  ! 
Let  haughty  reafon  itoop,  and  fear  to  leap  ■, 
Angelic  plummets  cannot  found  the  deep. 
With  (corn  he  turns  his  eyes  from  haughty  kings, 
With  pleafure  looks  ,on  low  and  worthlefs  things  \ 
Deep  are  his  judgments,  fov'reign  is  his  will, 
Letev'ry  mortal  worm  be  dumb,  be  it  III . 
In  vain  proud  reafon  fwells  beyond  its  bound  5         ^ 
God  and  his  counfels  are  a  gulf  profound,  C 

An  ocean  wherein  all  our  thoughts  are  drown'd.      j 

CHAP.     V. 

Arguments  and  Encouragements  to  Gofpel  mi- 
nifters  to  avoid  a  legal  Jl rain  of  dodrine^  and 
endeavour  the  tinner's  match  with  Christ 
by  gofpel-means. 

SECT.     I. 

A  legal  Spirit  the  root  of  damnable  Errors. 


Y 


£  heralds  great,  that  blow  in  name  of  God 
The  Giver  trump  of  gofpel-grace  abroad  i 
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And  found  by  warrant  from  the  great  I  AM, 

The  nuptial  treaty  with  the  worthy  Lamb: 

Might  ye  but  (loop  th'  unpolifh'd  mufe  to  brook, 

And  from  a  flirub  an  wholefome  berry  pluck ; 

Ye'd  take  encouragement  from  what  is  faid,  } 

By  gofpel-means  to  make  the  marriage-bed. 

And  to  your  glorious  Lord  a  virgin  chafte  to  wed.  3 

The  more  proud  nature  bears  a  legal  fway, 
The  more  fho'uld  preachers  bend  the  gofpel-way : 
Oft  in  the  church  arife  dedructive  fchifms 
From  anti-evangelic  aphorifms ; 
A  legal  fpirit  may  bejuftly  nam'd 
The  fertile  womb  of  ev'ry  error  damn'd. 

Hence  Pop'ry,  fo  connatural  fince  the  fall, 
Makes  legal  works  like  faviours  merit  all  j 
Yea,  more  than  mept  on  their  fhoulder  loads, 
To  fupererogate  like  demi-gods* 

Hence  proud  Socinians  feat  their  reafon  high, 
'Bove  ev'ry  precious  gofpel -myftery, 
Its  divine  Author  {tab,  and  without  fear 
The  purple  covert  of  his  chariot  tear. 

With  thefe  run  Arian  monfters  in  a  line, 
All  gofpel-truth  at  once  to  undermine  ! 
To  darken  and  delete,  like  hellifh  foes, 
The  brighteft  colour  of  the  Sharon  Rofe. 
At  belt  its  human  red  they  but  decry, 
That  blot  the  divine  white,  the  native  dye. 

Hence  dare  Arminians  too,  with  brazen  face, 
Give  man's  free-will  the  throne  of  God's  free  grace  ; 
Whofe  felf-exalting  tenets  clearly  {hew 
Great  ignorance  of  law  and  gofpel  too. 

Hence  Neonomians  fpring,  as  fun  dry  call 
The  new  law-makers  to  redrefsour  fall. 
The  law  of  works  into  repentance,  faith, 
Is  chang'd,  as  their  Baxterian  Bible  faith. 
Shaping  the  gofpel  to  an  eafy  law, 
They  build  their  tottYmg  houfe  with  hay  and  ftraw$ 
Yet  hide,  like  Rachel's  idols  in  the  ftuff, 
Their  legal  hands  within  a  gofpel  muff. 
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Yea,  hence  fp  rings  Antinorhiam  vile  refufe, 
Whofc  grofs  abetters  gofpel  grace  abufe  \ 
l/nfkill'd  how  grace's  filken  latchet  bifida 
Her  captives  to  the  law  with  willing  minds* 

SECT.     II. 
A  legal  Strain  cf  doctrine  difcovtred and di/carded. 


N 


O  wonder  Paul  the  legal  fpirit  curfe, 
Of  fatal  errors  fuch  a  feeding  nuife. 


He,  in  Jehovah's  great  tremendous  name, 
Condemns  perverters  of  the  gofpel-fchemc. 
He  damn'd  the  fophift  rude,  the  babbling  pried 
Would  venture  to  corrupt  it  in  the  leaft  s 
Yea,  curs'd  the  hcav'uly  angel  down  to  hell, 
That  daring  would  another  gofpel  tell  *. 
Which  crime  is  diarg'd  en  thefe  that  dare  difpenfc 
The  felf-fame  gofpel  in  another  feme. 

Chrift  is  not  preach'd  in  truth,  but  in  difguife, 
If  his  bright  glory  half  abfeonded  lies. 
When  gofpel  foldiers,  that  divide  the  word, 
Scarce  brandifc  any  but  the  legal  fwoid. 
While  Chrift  the  author  of  the  law  they  prefs, 
More  than  the  end  of  it  for  righteoufnefs  \ 
Chrift  as  ^ftther  of  our  fervicc  trace, 
More  than  a  giver  of  enabling  grace. 
The  King  commanding  Kolinefsthey  (how, 
More  than  the  Prince  exalted  to  beftowj 
Yea,  mere  on  Chrift  the  fin-revenger  dwell, 
Than  Chrift  Redeemei  both  from  fin  and  hell. 

Willi  legal  fpade  the  gofpelrfleld  he  delves, 
Who  thus  drives  diners  in  unto  themfelves; 
Halving  the  truth  that  (liould  be  all  reveal'd, 
The  fwfceteft  part  of  Chrift  is  oft  conceal'd, 
We  bid  men  turn  from  fin,  but  feldom  fay, 
Behold  the  Lamb  that  takei  all  Jin  aivajfl 

*  Gil.  i.  7,  8.  \  j.  :.:   K  29. 
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Chrift,  by  the  gofpel  rightly  underftood, 

Not  only  treats  a  peace,  but  makes  it  good. 

Thofe  fuitors  therefore  of  the  bride,  who  hope 

By  force  to  drag  her  with  the  legal  rope, 

Nor  ufe  the  drawing  cord  of  conqu'ring  grace, 

Purfue  with  flaming  zeal  a  fruitlefs  chafe; 

In  vain  lame  doings  urge,  with  folemn  awe, 

To  bribe  the  fury  of  the  fiery  law  : 

With  equal  fuccefs  to  the  fool  that  aims 

By  paper  walls  to  bound  devouring  flames. 

The  law's  but  mock'd  by  their  moft  graceful  deed, 

That  wed  not  fir  ft  the  law  fulfilling  Head  ; 

It  values  neither  how  they  wrought  nor  wept, 

That  flight  the  ark  wherein  alone  'tis  kept. 

Yet  legalifts,  DO,  DO,  with  ardour  prefs,  1 

And  with  prepoft'rous  zeal  and  warm  addrefs  > 

Would  feem  the  greatefl:  friends  to  holinefs  :  J 

But  vainly  (could  fuch  oppofites  accord) 

Refpect  the  law,  and  yet  reject  the  Lord. 

They  fliew  not  Jefus  as  the  way  to  blifs, 

But  Judas-like  betray  him  with  a  kifs 

Of  boafted  works,  or  mere  profeffion  puft, 

Law-boafters  proving  but  law  breakers  oft. 


SECT.    III. 

The  Hu  rtfu  LNESS  of  not  preaching  Chri  st,  and  di- 
ftinguijhing  duly  between  law  and  gojpel. 

"ELL  cares  not  how  crude  holinefs  be  preach'd, 
If  finners  match  with  Chrift  be  never  reached  y 
Knowing  their  holinefs  is  but  a  fham, 
Who  ne'er  are  married  to  the  holy  Lamb. 
Let  words  have  never  fuch  a  pious  ihew, 
And  blaze  aloft  in  rude  profeffbr's  view, 
With  facred  aromatics  richly  fpic'd, 
If  they  but  drown  in  filence  glorious  Chrift.  j 
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Or,  if  he  may  fome  vacant  room  fupply, 
JVJake  him  a  fubjett  only  by  the  by; 
They  mar  true  holinefs  with  tickling  chat, 
To  breed  a  baftard  Pharifaic  brat. 
They  v/ofully  the  gofpel  meffage  broke, 
Make  fearful  havoc  of  the  Mailer's  flock  ; 
Yet  pleafe  tbemfelves,  and  the  blind  multitude, 
By  whom  the  gofpel's  little  underftocd. 

Rude  fouls  perhaps  imagine  little  odds 
Between  the  legal  and  the  gofpel  roads: 
But  vainly  men  attempt  to  blend  the  two; 
They  differ  mere  than  Chrift  and  Mofes  do. 
Mofes,  evangelizing  in  a  fhade, 
By  types  the  news  of  light  approaching  fpread  : 
But  from  the  law  of  works  by  him  proclaimed, 
No  ray  of  gofpel -grace  or  mercy  gleam'd. 
By  nature's  light  the  law  to  all  is  known, 
But  lightibrne  news  of  gofpel-grace  to  none. 
The  doing  cov'nant  now,  in  part  or  whole, 
Is  flrong  to  damn,  but  weak  to  fave  a  foul. 
It  hurts,  and  cannot  help,  but  as  it  tends 
Through  mercy  to  fubferve  fome  gofpel-ends. 
Law-thunder  roughly  to  the  gofpel  tames, 
The  gofpel  mildly  to  the  law  reclaims. 
The  fiery  law,  as  'tis  a  covenant, 
Schools  men  to  fee  the  gofpel-aid  they  want; 
Then  gofpei-aid  does  fweetly  them  incline 
Back  to  the  law  as  'tis  a  rule  divine. 
HeavVs  healing  work  is  oft  commene'd  with  wounds, 
Terror  begins  what  loving  kindnefs  crowns. 
Preachers  may  therefore  prcis  the  fiery  law, 
To  ftrike  the  Chriftlefs  man  with  dreadful  awe. 
Law  threats  which  for  his  fins  to  hell  deprefs, 
Yea,  damn  him  for  his  rotten  righteoufnefs ; 
That  while  he  views  the  law  exceeding  broad, 
He  fain  may  wed  the  righteoufnefs  of  God. 

But,  ah  !  to  prefs  law-woiks  as  terms  of  life, 
Was  ne'er  the  way  to  court  the  Lamb  a  wife. 
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To  urge  conditions  in  the  legal  frame, 
Is  to  renew  the  vain  olcl-cov'nant  game 
The  law  is  good,  when  lawfully  'tis  us\i  % 
But  mod  deftruclive  when  it  is  abus'd. 
They  fet  no  duties  in  their  proper  fphere, 
Who  duly  law  and  gofpel  don't  fever  ; 
But  under  maffy  chains  letfinners  lie, 
As  tributaries,  or  to  DO  or  DIE. 
Nor  make  the  law  a  fquaring  rule  of  life, 
But  in  the  gofpel-throat  a  bloody  knife. 

SECT.     IV. 

Damnable  pride  and  felf~righteoufnefs3J/J  natural  to  all 
men>  has  little  need  to  be  encouraged  by  legal  preaching* 

THE  legal  path  proud  nature  loves  fo  well, 
(Though  yet  'tis  but  the  cleaned  road  to  hell 
That  lo!  e'en  thefe  that  take  the  fouled  ways, 
Whofe  lewdnefs  no  controuling  bridle  days ; 
If  but  their  drowfy  conference  raife  its  voice, 
'Twill  fpeak  the  law  of  works  their  native  choice. 
And  echo  to  the  roufing  found,  (  Ah,  true ! 
c  I. cannot  hope  to  live,  unlefs  I  DO.' 
Noconfcious  bread  of  mortal  kind  can  trace 
The  myft'ry  deep  of  being  fav'd  by  grace. 
Of  this  nor  is  the  nat'ral  confeience  (kill'd  ; 
Nor  will  admit  it  when  it  is  reveal'd  j 
But  pufhes  at  the  gofpel  like  a  ram, 
As  proxy  for  the  law^  againd  the  Lamb. 
The  proud  felf-righteous  Pharifaic  drain 
Is,  *  Bled  be  God,  I'm  not  like  other  men  •, 

*  I  read  and  pray,  give  alms,  I  mourn  and  fad  f  -r 

*  And  therefore  hope  I'll  get  to  heav'n  at  lad :    * 
f  For,  though  from  ev'ry  fin  I  be  not  free, 

4  Great  multitudes  of  men  are  worfe  than  me, 

4  Vm  none  of  thofe  that  fwear, cheat,  drink,ami  whore/ 

Thus  on  the  law  he  builds  his  Babel  tow'r. 

*  I  Tim.  i.  3.  t  kuke  xviii.  u,  12. 
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Yea,  ev'n  the  vileft  cut  fed  debauchee  } 

Will  make  the  law  of  works  his  very  plea ;  > 

Why,  (fays  the  rake),  what  take  you  me  to  be  ?    J 
A  Turk  or  infidel  •,  (you  lie),  I  can't  "1 

Be  term'd  fo  bafe,  but  by  a  fycophant  \  C 

Only  I  hate  to  act  the  whining  faint;  ) 

I  am  a  Chriftian  true*,  and  therefore  bode, 
It  (hall  be  well  with  me,  I  hope  in  God. 
A  n't  I  an  honed:  man  ?  yea,  I  defy 
The  tongue  that  dare  aiTert  black  to  mine  eye.' 
Perhaps,  when  the  reprover  turns  his  back, 
He'll  vend  the  viler  wares  o'  '3  open'd  pack, 
And  with  his  fellows,  in  a  ft  rain  more  big, 
Bid  damn  the  bafe  uncharicable  whig. 
Thefe  fcoundrel  hypocrites  vhe'll  proudly  fay) 
Think  none  ftiali  ever  merit  heav'n  but  they, 
And  yet  we  may  compete  with  them  \  for  fee, 
The  bed  have  blemifhes  as  well  as  we. 
We  have  as  good  a  heart  (we  truft)  as  ihefe, 
Tho'  not  their  vain  fuperfluous  (hew  and  blaze* 
Bigotted  zealots,  whole  fole  crimes  are  hid, 
Would  damn  us  all  to  hell ;   but  God  forbid. 
Whatever  fuch  a  whining  feci  profefs. 
'Tis  but  a  nice,  morofe,  affe&ed  dref?. 
And  though  we  don't  pretend  fo  much  as  they, 
We  hope  to  compafs  heav'n  a  ihoner  way  \ 
We  leek  God's  mercy,  and  are  all  along 
Mofl  free  of  malice,  and  do  no  man  *vrong. 
But  whims  fantaftic  (han't  our  heads  annoy, 
That  would  cur  focial  liberties  deftroy. 
Sure,  right  religion  never  was  defignM 
To  mar  the  native  mirth  of  human  kind. 
How  weak  are  thofe  that  would  be  thought  nonfuch  ! 
How  mad,  that  would  be  righteous  o'ermuch  ! 
We  have  iuflicient,  though  we  be  not  cramm'd; 
We'll  therefore  hope  the  beft,  let  them  be  damn'd/ 
Ah,  horrid  talk  !   yet  fo  the  legal  drain 
Lards  e'en  the  language  of  the  moft  profane. , 
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Thus  dev'lifh  pride  o'er  looks  a  thoufand  faults, 
And  on  a  legal  ground  itfelf  exalts. 
This  DO  and  LIVE,  though  doing  pow'r  be  loft, 
Inev'ry  mortal  is  proud  nature's  boaft. 
How  does  a  vain  conceit  of  goodnefs  fwell, 
And  feed  falfe  hope,  amid  ft  the  (hades  of  hell  ? 
Shall  we,  who  fliould  by  gofpel-methods  draw, 
Send  finners  to  their  natural  fpoufe  the  law  ; 
And  harp  upon  the  doing  firing  to  fuch, 
Who  ignorantly  dream  they  do  fo  much  ? 
Why,  thus,  iniiead  of  courting  Chrift  a  bride, 
We  harden  rebels  in  their  native  pride. 

Much  rather  ought  we  in  God's  name  to  place 
His  great  artill'ry  (traight  againfl  their  face  \ 
And  throw  hot  Sinai  thunderbolts  around, 
To  burn  their  tow'ring  hopes  down  to  the  ground* 
To  make  the  pillars  of  their  pride  to  fhake, 
And  damn  their  doings  to  the  burning  lake. 
To  curfe  the  doers  unto  endlefs  thrall, 
'That  never  did  continue  to  do  all  *• 
To  fcorch  their  confeience  with  the  flaming  air. 
And  fink  their  haughty  hopes  in  deep  defpair  5 
Denouncing  Ebal's  black  revenging  doom, 
To  blaft  their  expectation  in  the  bloom ; 
Till  once  vain  hope  of  life  by  works  give  place 
Unto  a  folid  hope  of  life  by  grace. 
The  vig'rous  ufe  of  means  is  fafely  urg'd, 
When  prefling  calls  from  legal  dregs  are  purg'dj 
But  molt  unfafely  in  a  fed'ral  drefs, 
Confounding  terms  of  life  with  means  of  grace, 
Oh  !  dang'rous  is  th'  attempt  proud  flefh  to  pleafe, 
Or  fend  a  (inner  to  the  law  for  eafe ; 
Who  rather  needs  to  feel  its  piercing  dart, 
Till  dreadful  pangs  invade  his  trembling  heart ; 
And  thither  mould  be  only  fent  for  flames 
Of  fire  to  burn  his  rotten  hopes  and  claims  •, 
That  thus  difarm'd,  he  gladly  may  embrace, 
And  grafp  with  eagernefs  the  news  of  grace* 
*  Gal.'  iii.  10. 
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SEC  T.     V. 

TbegofpeJjf  divine  grace  the  only  means,  of 'converting flu- 
tters',  and  Jhould  be  preached  therefore  maft  clearJyffuJff9 
and  freely. 

THEY  ought,  who  royal  grace's  heralds  be, 
To  trumpet  loud  falvation,  full  and  free  : 
Nor  fafely  can,  to  humour  mortal  pride,  • 
In  filence  evangelic  myft'ries  hide. 
What  Heav'n  is  pleas'd  to  give,  dare  we  refufe ; 
Or  under  ground  conceal,  left  men  abufe  ? 
Supprefs  the  gofpel-flow'r,  upon  pretence 
That  fome  vile  fpiders  may  fuck  poifon  thence  ? 
Chrift  is  zfumblh-g  block  *,  {hall  we  neglect 
To  preach  him,  lell  the  blind  mould  break  their  neck  ? 
That  high  he's  for  the  J. a  11  of  many  fet 
As  well  as  for  the  rfe\%  mult  prove  no  let. 
No  grain  of  precious  truth  mult  be  fuppreft, 
Though  reprobates  mould  to  their  ruin  wreft. 
Shall  Heav'n' s  corufcant  lamp  be  dimm'd,  that  pays 
Its  daily  tribute  down  in  golden  rays, 
Becaufe  feme  blinded  with  the  blazing  gleams, 
Share  not  the  pleafure  of  the  lightning  beams  j 
Let  thole  be  hanl'ned,  petrify'd,  and  harm'd, 
The  reft  are  mollify \!  and  kindly  warm'd. 
A.  various*  favour  f,  flowers  in  grace's  field, 
Df  life  to  fome,  of  death  to  others  yield. 
Vlutt  then  the  rofe  be  vail'd,  the  lily  hid, 
Die  fragrant  favour  ftifled  !   God  forbid. 
The  revelation  of  the  gofpel-flow'r, 

s  full  the  organ  fam'd  of  favingpowY; 
46ft  juftly  then  are  legal  minds  condemned, 

That  of  the  glorious  gofpel  are  afham'd  : 

or  this  the  divine  arm,  and  only  this, 

he  pew*  r  of  God  unto  falvation  is. 

9  I  Cor.  i.  33.         I  Luke  ii.  34.         f  *  Cor.  ii.  ff 

F 
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For  therein  is  reveal9dy  to  fcreen  from  wrath, 

The  right  eonfnefs  of  God  from  faith  to  faith  f . 

The  happy  change  in  guilty  finners  cafe  » 

They  owe  to  free  difplays  of  fov'reign  grace  \ 

Whofe  joyful  tidings  of  amazing  love 

The  mimjlration  of  the  Spirit  prove. 

The  glorious  vent  the  gofpel-news  exprefs, 

Of  God's  free  grace,  thro' Chrifl's  full  righteoufnefs, 

Is  Heav'n'sgay  chariot  where  the  Spirit  bides, 

And  in  his  conqu'ring  pow'r  triumphant  rides* 

The  gofpel-field  is  ftill  the  Spirit's  foil, 

The  golden  pipe  that  bears  the  holy  oil ; 

The  orb  where  he  outfhines  the  radiant  fun,. 

The  filver  channel  where  his  graces  run. 

Within  the  gofpel-banks  his  flowing  tide 

Of  lightning,  quickning  motions,  fweetly  glide. 

Received  ye  the  Spirit 9  fcripture  faith  #, 

By  legal  works ,  or  by  the  nvord  cf  faith  ? 

If  by  the  gofpel  only,  then  let  none 

Dare  to  be  wifer  than  the  wifeftOne. 

We  muft,  who  freely  get,  as  freely  give 
The  vital  word  that  makes  the  dead  to  live. 
For  ev'n  to  finners  dead  within  our  reach 
We  in  his  living  name  may  moft  fuccefsful  preach, 

The  Spirit  and  the  fcripture  both  agree 
Jointly,  (fays  Chrift),  to  tejlify  of  me\* 
The  preacher  then  will  from  his  text  decline, 
That  fcorns  to  harmonize  with  this  defign. 
Prefs  moral  duties  to  the  lait  degree ; 
» Why  not  i  but  mind,  left  we  fuccefsful  be. 
No  light,  no  hope,  no  ftrength  for  duties  fpring, 
Where  Jefus  is  not  Prophet,  Prieft,  and  King. 
No  light  to  fee  the  way,  unlefs  he  teach  f  1' 

No  joyful  hope  fave  in  his  blood  we  reach,  > 

No  ftrength  unlefs  his  royal  arm  he  ftretch.  3 

Then  from  our  leading  fcope  how  grofs  we  fall,       ") 
If,  like  his  name,  in  ev'ry  gofpel-call,  r 

We  make  not  him  the  Firft>  the  Lajl>  the  All!  *> 

fRom.i.a6,  37.        *Gal.iii.  %        |John  xv.  a6.  v.  39. 
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Our  office  is  to  bear  the  radiant  torch 

Of  gofpel-light  into  the  dark'ned  porch 

Of  human  underilandings,  and  diiplay 

The  joyful  dawn  of  everlailing  day ; 

To  draw  the  golden  chariot  of  free  grace, 

The  dark'ned  (hades  with  mining  rays  to  chafe, 

Till  Heav'n's  bright  lamp  on  circling  wheels  be  hurl'd, 

"With  fparkling  grandeur  round  the  duiky  world; 

And  thus  to  bring,  in  dying  mortals  fight, 

New  life  and  immortality  to  light  f . 

We  're  charg'd  to  preach  the  go/pel,  unconfm'd, 

To  ev'ry  creature  %  of  the  human  kind  ; 

To  call,  with  tenders  of  falvation  free. 

All  corners  of  the  earth  to  come  and  fee  ||  .* 

And  ev'ry  finner  muft  excufelefs  make, 

By  urging  rich  and  poor  to  come  and  take§. 

Hoy  evry  one  that  thirfis  *,  is  grace's  call 

Direct  to  needy  finners  great  and  fmall ; 

Not  meaning  thofe  alone,  whofe  holy  third 

Denominates  their  fouls  already  bleft. 

If  only  thofe  were  call'YI,  then  none  but  faints ; 

Nor  would  the  gofpel  fuit  the  finner's  wants. 

But  here  the  call  does  fignally  import 

Sinners  and  thirity  fouls  of  ev'ry  fort; 

And  mainly  to  their  door  the  meffage  brings, 

Who  yet  are  ihirfting  after  empty  things; 

Who  f pen d their  means  no  living  bread  to  buy> 

And  pains  for  that  which  cannot fatisfy. 

Such  thirfty  finners  here  invited  are, 

Who  vainly  fpend  their  money,  thought,  and  care, 

On  paflmg  (hades,  vile  lulls,  and  traili  fo  bafe 

As  yield  immortal  fouls  no  true  folace. 

The  call  directs  them,  as  they  would  be  bleft, 

To  chute  .a  purer  object  of  their  thirft. 


f  2Tim.  i.  10.       J  Mark  xvi.  15.       [j  I  fa.  xlv.  22.  John  i.  3;,  46. 
S  Rtv.  xxii.  17.         *Ifa.lv.l,2. 
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All  are  invited  by  the  joyful  found 
To  drink  who  need,  as  does  the  parched  ground, 
Whofe  wide-rriouth'd  clefts  fpeak  to  the  brafen  fky 
Its  pafiive  thirft,  without  an  active  cry. 

The  gofpel  preacher  then,  with  holy  fltill, 
Muft  offer  Chriit  to  whomever  will, 
To  finners  of  all  forts  that  can  be  nam'd  ; 
The  blind,  the  lame,  the  poor,  the  halt,  the  maimyd-\. 
Not  daring  to  reftri£i  th'  extenfive  call, 
But  op'ning  wide  the  net  to  catch  'em  all. 
No  foul  muft  be  excluded  that  will  come, 
Nor  right  of  accefs  be  conhn'd  to  fome. 
Though  none  wiif]  come  till  confcious  of  their  want, 
Yet  right  to  come  they  have  by  fov'reign  grant  5 
Such  right  to  Chrift,  his  promife,  and  his  grace, 
That  all  are  damn'd  who  hear  and  doir*t  embrace. 
80  freely  is  th?  unbounded  call  difpens'd, 
"We  therein  find  ev'n  finners  unconvinc'd ; 
Who  know  not  they  are  naked,  blind >  and  poor  #,  Tf 

Counfeird  to  buy  or  beg  at  Jefus'  door,  > 

And  take  the  glorious  robe,  eyefalve,  and  golden-jlore*    j 
This  prize  they  are  oblig'd  by  faith  to  win, 
Elfe  unbelief  would  never  be  their  fin. 
Yea,  gofpel  offer's  but  a  (ham  we  make, 
If  ev'ry  firmer  has  nor  right  to  take. 
Be  gofpel-herald's  fortify'd  from  this, 
To  trumpet  grace,  howe'er  the  ferpent  hifs. 
Did  hell's  malicious  mouth  in  dread! u!  (hape 
-   'Gainft  innocence  itfelf  malignant  gape  ? 
Then  facred  truth's  devoted  vouchers  may 
For  dire  reproach  their  meafures  con  flan  t  lay.< 
With  cruel  calumny  of  old  commenc'd, 
This  fett  will  evry  where  be/poke  againfl  ;  % 
While  to  and  fro  he  runs  the  earth  acrofs, 
Whofe  name  is  Adelphon  kategoros  ||. 
In  fpite  of  hell  be  then  our  conftant  ftrife 
To  win  the  glorious  Lamb  a  virgin-wife. 

f  Luke  xiv.  21.         *  Rev.  Hi.  17,  18.         |  Ads  xxvlii.  2%. 
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CHAP.     VI. 

An  Exhortation  to  all  that  are  out  of  Christ  ; 
in  order  to  their  clofing  the  match  with  him: 
containing  alio  motives  and  directions. 

READER,  into  thine  hands  thefe  lines  aregiv'n, 
But  not  without  the  providence  of  Heav'n  -, 
Oi  to  advance  thy  biifs,  if  thou  art  wife, 
Or  aggravate  thy  wo,  if  thou  defpife. 
For  thee,  for  thee,  perhaps  th'  omnifcient  ken 
Has  form'd  the  counfei  here,  and  led  the  pen. 
The  writer  then  does  thy  attention  plead, 
In  his  great  name  that  gave  thee  eyes  to  read. 

SECT.     I. 

Conviction  offered  to  Sinners,  ejpecially  fuch  as  are  wedded 
J::  icily  to  the  law,  or  Jeff -righteous,  that  they  may  fee 
.    the  need  oj  Chris  i's  righteoujnejs. 

IF  never  yet  thoudidft  fair  Jefus  wed, 
Nor  yield  thy  heart  to  be  his  marriage-bed 
But  hitherto  art  wedded  to  the  law, 
Which  never  could  thy  chain'd  affeccions  draw 
From  brutifh  lulls  ana  forma  lover's  charms  ^ 
Lo  !   thou  art  yet  :.  ed  arms. 

Hell's  pcrw'r  iimiible  thy  foul  retains 
His  captive  Have,  lock'd  up  in  marly  chains. 
O!  (inner  then,  as  thou  regard'ft  I    \  life, 
Seek,  leek,  with  ardent  care  and  earneft  itrife, 
To  be  the  glorious  Lamb's  betrothed  wife. 
For  bale  co-rivals  never  let  him  iofe 
Thy  heart,  his  bed  of  conjugal  repofe. 
"Wed  Chrilt  alone,  and  with  fevere  femorfe 
From  other  mates  purfuea  clean  divorce; 
For  they  thy  ruin  leek  by  fraud  or  force, 
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As  lurking  ferpents  in  the  ihady  bowVs 
Conceal  their  malice  under  fpreading  flow'rs  ; 
So  thy  deceitful  lulls  with  cruel  fpite 
Hide  ghaftly  danger  ujider  gay  delight. 

Art  thou  a  legal  zealot,  foft  or  rude, 
Renounce  thy  nat'ral  and  acquired  good. 
As  bafe  deceitful  lufts  may  work  thy  fmart, 
So  may  deceitful  frames  upon  thy  heart. 
Seeming  good  motions  may  in  fome  be  found, 
Much  joy  in  hearings  like  the  ftony  ground*  \ 
Much  forrow  too  in  praying,  as  appears 
In  Efau's  careful  fuit  with  rueful  tears  f. 
Touching  the  faw,  they  blamelefs  may  appear  J, 
From  fpurious  views  mod  fpecious  virtue§.bear. 
Nor  merely  be  devout  in  mens  eiteem, 
But  prove  to  be  fincerely  what  they  feem, 
Friends  to  the'  holy  law  in  heart  and  life, 
Suers  of  heav'n  with  utmoft  legal  ftrife  ; 
Yet  fiill  with  innate  pride  fo  rankly  fpic'd, 
Converted  bur  to  duties,  not  to  Chrift, 
That  publicans  and  harlots  heavn  obtain  || 
Before  a  crew  fo  righteous  and  fo  vain. 
Sooner  will  thofe  (hake  off  their  vicious  drefs 
Than  thefe  blind  zealots  will  their  righteoufnefs, 
Who  judge  they  have  (which  fortifies  their  pride) 
The  law  of  God  itfelf  upon  their  fide. 
Old  nature,  new  brufh'd  up  with  legal  pains, 
Such  ftricl:  attachment  to  the  law  retains, 
No  means,  no  motives  can  to  Jefus  draw 
Vain  fouls  fo  doubly  wedded  to  the  law. 

But  wouldfi  the  glorious  Prince  in  marriage  have, 
Know  that  thy  nat'ral  hufband  cannot  fave. 
Thy  beft  effays  to  pay  the  legal  rent 
Can  never  in  the  leaft  the  law  content. 
Didft  thou  in  pray'rs  employ  the  morning-light, 
In  tears  and  groans  the  watches  of  the  night," 


*Luke  viii.13.  fHeb.sii.  17.  f:  Phil,  in,  9. 

I  Matth,  xxi,  31. 


Chap.VI.  The  Believer's  Efpoufats.  79 

Pafs  thy  whole  life  in  clofe  devotion  o'er  •, 

'Tis  nothing  to  the  law  ftill  craving  move. 

There's  no  proportion  'twixt  its  high  commands.     ~) 

And  puny  works  from  thy  polluted  hands  \  > 

Perfection  is  the  lead  that  it  demands.  J 

Wonldjl  enter  into  life,  then  keep  the  law  *  ; 

But  keep  it  perfectly  without  a  flaw. 

It  won't  have  lefs,  nor  will  abate  at  laft 

A  drop  of  vengeance  for  the  fin  that's  paft. 

Tell,  fmful  mortal,  is  tby  (lock  fo  large 

As  duly  can  defray  this  double  charge  \ 

«  Why  thefe  are  mere  impoiTibles,'  (fay'ft  thou.) 

Yea,  truly  fo  they  are,  and  therefore  now, 

That  down  thy  legal  confidence  may  fall, 

The  law's  black  doom,  home  to  thv  bofom  call. 

*  Lo  !  I  (the  divine  law)  demand  no  lefs 

*  Than  perfect  everlafting  righteoufnefs ; 

1  But  thou  haft  fail'd,  and  loft  thy  firength  to  DO: 

*  Therefore  I  doom  thee  to  eternal  wo ; 
(  In  prifon  clofe  to  be  fhut  up  for  ay, 

s  Ere  I  be  baffled  with  thy  partial  pay. 

'  Thou  always  didft  and  doll  my  precepts  break, 

*  I  therefore  curfe  thee  to  the  burning  lake.     , 

*  In  God  the  great  Lawgiver's  glorious  name, 
(  I  judge  thy  foul  to  everlafting  (hame. 
Nojlejh  can  by  the  law  be  jujlified\ ; 

Yet  dareft  thou  thy  legal  duties  plead  ? 
As  Paul  appeal'd  to  Cefar,  wilt  thou  fo,  ") 

Unto  the  law?  then  to  it  (halt  thou  go,  > 

And  find  it  doom  thee  to  eternal  wo.  } 

What !  would  ye  have  us  plung'd  in  deep  defpair? 
Amen  ;  yea,  God  himfelf  would  have  you  there. 
His  will  it  is  that  you  defpair  of  life, 
And  fafety  by  the  law,  or  legal  ftrife  ; 
That  cleanly  thence  divore'd  at  any  rate, 
:iis  faireft  Son  may  have  a  faithful  mate. 


*  Mktth.  xxi.  17.  f  Rom.  iii.  20. 
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'Till  this  law-fentence  pafs  within  your  bread, 
You'll  never  wed  the  law-difcharging  Prieft. 
You  prize  not  heav'n  till  he  through  hell  you  draw  ; 
Nor  love  the  gofpel  till  you  know  the  law. 

Know  then,  the  divine  law  mod  perfect  cares 
For  none  of  thy  imperfect  ieg~al  wares  \ 
Dooms  thee  to  vengeance  for  thy  finful  ftate, 
As  well  as  finful  actions  fmall  or  great. 
If  any  fin  can  be  accounted  fmall, 
To  hell  it  dooms  thy  foul  for  one  and  all. 
For  fins  of  nature,  practice,  heart, and  way, 
Damnation-rent  it  fummons  thee  to  pay. 
Yea,  not  for  fin  alone,  which  is  thy  fhame, 
But  for  thy  boaited  fervice  too  fo  lame, 
The  law  adjudges  thee  and  hell  to  meet, 
Becaufe  thy  -righteoufnefs  is  incomplete, 
As  tow'ring  (lames  burn  up  the  withered  flags, 
So  will  the  fiery  law  thy  filthy  rags, 

SEC  T.     II. 

Direclion  given  with  reference  to  the  right  ufe  of  the  means  > 
that  we  rejl  not  on  thefe  in  [lead  ^'Chris^T  the  glorious 
Htijband)  i?i  whom  our  help  lies* 

[now  ? 
BAM,  where  art  thou  *  ?  Soul,  where,  art  thou 
__  Oh!  art  thou  faying,  Sir,  what  /hall  I  do  ?  f 
I  dare  not  ufe  that  proud  felf-raifing  (train, 
Go  help  your j elf  and  God  will  help  you  then. 
Nay,  rather  know,  O  Ifr'el,  that  thou  hajl 
Deflrofd  thyfelf,  and  can'ft  not  in  the  leafl, 
From  fin  nor  wrath  thyfelf  the  captive  free, 
'Thy  help  (Tays  Jefus)  only  lies  in  me  %. 
Heav'n's  oracles  direcT:  to  him  alone  ; 
Full  help  is  laid  upon  this  mighty  One* 
In  him,  in  him  complete  falvation  dwells  ; 
He's  God  the  helper,  and  there  is  none  e/fe\\. 

*  Gen*  in.  9.      f  Iviarkx.  17.      |Hof.  xiii.  9.       ||  Ifa,  xlv.  %% 
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Fig-leaves  won't  hide  thee  from  the  fiery  fhow'r, 
'Tis  he  alone  that  faves  by  price  and  pow'r. 

Muft  we  do  nothing  then  (will  mockers  fay) 
But  reit  in  floth  till  Heav'n  the  help  convey  ? 
Pray,  flop  a  little,  firmer,  don't  abufe 
God's  awful  word,  that  charges  thee  to  ufe 
Means,  ordinances,  which  he's  pleas'd  to  place, 
As  precious  channels  of  his  pow'rful  grace. 
Relliefs  improve  all  thefe,  until  from  Heav'n 
The  whole  falvation  neediul  thus  be  giv'n. 
Wait  in  this  path,  according  to  his  call, 
On  him  whofe  pow'r  alone  affecteth  all. 
Wouldfl:  thou  him  wed,  in  duties  wait,  I  fay, 
But  marry  not  thy  duties  by  the  --. 
tFhoul't  wofully  come  fhort  of  faving  grace, 
If  duties  only  be  thy  refting  place. 
Nay,  go  a  little  further  %  through  them  all, 
To  him  whofe  office  is  to  fave  from  thrall. 
Thus  in  a  gofpel-manner  hopeful  wait, 
Striving  to  enter  by  the  narro-w  gate  *  : 
80  i'trait  and  narrow,  that  it  won't  admit 
The  bunch  upon  thy  back  to  enter  it. 
Not  only  bulky  lufts  may  ceafe  to  prefs, 
But  ev'n  the  bunch  of  boafted  righteoufnefs. 

Many,  a:,  in  the  facred  page  we  fee, 
Shall  Jx rive  to  enter,  but  unable  be\  : 
Becaufe,  miftaking  this  new  way  of  life, 
They  pufn  a  le^ai,  not  a  gofpel-ftrife  : 
As  if  their  duties  did  Jehovah  bind, 
Becaufe  'tis  written,  Seek,  and  ye  jhall  jind§. 
\i  verted  fcripture  does  their  error  fence, 
They  read  the  letter,  but  neglect,  the  Jenfe. 
While  to  the  word  no  gofpel-glofs  they  give, 
iheir  feeh  and^SWs  the  fame  with  do  and  livet 
Ience  would  they  a  connection  native  place, 
jktween  their  moral  pains  and  faving  grace  : 


rat.Vii.  13    14.         *  Luke  xiii.  24. 
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Their  natural  poor  effays  they  judge  won't  mifs 
In  juftice  to  infer  eternal  blifs. 

Thus  commentaries  on  the  word  they  make 
Which  to  their  ruin  are  a  grand  miflake : 
For  through  the  legal  bias  in  their  breaft, 
They  fcripture  to  their  own  deftru&ion  wreft. 
Why,  if wefeek  we  get,  they  gather  hence  : 
"Which  is  not  truth,  fave  in  the  fcripture-fenfe. 
There  Jefus  deals  with  friends,  and  elfewhere  faith, 
Thefe  feekers  only  fpeed  that  afk  in  faith  (|. 
The  prayer  of  the  wicked  is  abhorred, 
As  an  abomination  to  the  Lord  \ . 
Their  fuits  are  fins,  but  their  neglects  no  lefs, 
"Which  can't  their  guilt  diminifh,  but  increafe. 
They  ought,  like  beggars,  lie  in  grace's  way ; 
Hence  Peter  taught  the  forcerer  to  pray  %  : 
For  though  mere  nat'ral  mens  addrefs  or  prayers 
Can  no  acceptance  gain  as  works  of  theirs, 
Nor  have,  as  their  performance,  any  fway ; 
Yet  as  a  divine  ordinance  they  may. 
But  fpotlefs  truth  has  bound  itfelf  to  grant 
The  fuit  of  none  but  the  believing  faint. 
In  Jefus,  perfons  once  accepted,  do 
Acceptance  find  in  him  for  duties  too. 
For  he,  whofe  Son  they  do  in  marriage  take, 
Is  bound  to  hear  them  for  their  Hufband's  fake. 

But  let  no  Chrifilefs  foul  at  pray'r  appear, 
As  if  Jehovah  were  oblig'd  to  hear  : 
But  ufe  the  means,  becaufe  a  fov'reign  God 
May  coine  with  alms,  in  this  his  wonted  road. 
He  wills  thee  to  frequent  kind  wifdom's  gate, 
To  read,  hear,  meditate,  to  pray  and  wait^ 
Thy  fpirit  then  be  on  thefe  duties  bent, 
As  gofpel  means,  but  not  as  legal  rent. 
From  thefe  don't  thy  falvation  hope  nor  claim, 
But  from  Jehovah  in  the  ufe  of  them. 


||  James  i.  6.         f  Prov.  xv.  9.  xxviii.  9.         J  A&s  viii.  %%< 
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The  beggar's  fpirit  never  was  fo  dull, 
While  waiting  at  the  gate  call'd  Beautiful, 
g>e  fcr  fuccour  from  the  temple-gate, 
ich  he  daily  did  fo  careful  wait  *, 
But  from  the  rich  and  charitable  fert, 
Who  to  the  temple  daily  made  refort. 
Means,  ordinances,  are  the  comely  gate, 
At  which  kind  Heav'n  has  bid  us  comlant  wait : 
Not  that  from  thefe  we  have  our  alms,  but  from 
The  libVal  God,  who  there  is  wont  to  come. 
If  either  we  thefe  means  fhall  dare  neglect, 
Or  yet  from  thefe  th' enriching  blifs  expect, 
We  from  the  glory  of  the  King  defalk, 
Who  in  the  galleries  is  wont  to  walk  ; 
We  move  not  regular  in  duties  road. 
But  bafe,  invert  them  to  an  idol-god. 

Seek  then,  if  gofpel-means  you  would  eflay, 
Through  grace  to  ufe  them  in  a  gofpel-way  : 
Not  deeming  that  your  duties  are  the  price 
Of  divine  favour,  or  of  paradife  ; 
Nor  that  your  beft  efforts  employ'd  in  thefe 
Are  fit  exploits  your  awful  judge  to  pleafe. 
Why,  thus  you  bafely  idolize  your  train, 
And  make  it  with  the  blood  of  Jefus  clam. 
You'll  by  the  bleffing  with  your  vile  refufe, 
And  fo  his  precious  righteoufnefs  abufe. 
What!  buy  his  gifts  with  filthy  lumber?  nay;  ^ 

Whoever  offers  this  mult  hear  him  fay,  > 

Thy  motiey  perijfj  with  thy  foul  for  ay  *.  3 

Duties  are  means,  which  to  the  marriage-bed 

Should  chaftely  lead  us  like  a  chamber-maid; 

Bur  if  with  her  inftead  of  Chrift  we  match, 

We  not  our  fafety,  but  our  ruin  hatch. 

To  Cefar  what  is  Cefar's  mould  be  giv'n, 

But  Cefar  mud  not  have  what's  due  to  Heav'n  ; 

•>o  duties  mould  have  duty's  room,  'tis  true, 

liut  nothing  of  the  glorious  Hufband's  due. 
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While  means  the  debt  of  clofe  attendance  crave, 

Our  whole  dependence  God  alone  mud  have. 

If  duties,  tears,  our  conscience  pacify, 

They  with  the  blood  of  Chrift  prefume  to  vie. 

Means  are  his  vaffals  \  (hall  we  without  grudge 

Difcard  the  mafter,  and  efpoufe  the  drudge? 

The  hypocrite,  the  legalift  does  fin, 

To  live  on  duties,  not  on  Chrift  therein. 

He  only  feeds  on  empty  difhes,  plates, 

Who  dotes  on  means,  but  at  the  manna  frets. 

Let  never  means  concent  thy  foul  at  ail, 

Without  the  Hufband,  who  is  all  in  alL  || 

Cry  daily  for  the  happy  marriage-hour  \ 

To  thee  belongs  the  mean,  to  him  the  powV. 

SECT.    III. 

A  Call  to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  with  fome  hinfi 
at  the  acl  and  objecl  of  faith. 

FRIEND,  is  the  queftion  on  thy  heart  engrav'd, 
Whatjhall  J  do  to  be  for  ever  fav  d  \  ? 
Le;  !   here's  a  living  rock  to  build  upon  5 
Believe  in  Jefus  # ;   and  on  hirn  alone 
For  righteouinefs  and  itrength  thine  anchor  drop, 
Renouncing  all  thy  former  legal  hope. 
«  Believe  (fay  you  !)  I  can  no  more  believe, 
*  Than  keep  the  law  of  works,  the  DO  and  LIVE.* 
True  ,  and  it  wer^  thy  mercy,  didft  thou  fee 
Thine  utter  want  of  all  ability. 
New  covenant  graces  he  alone  can  grant, 
Whom  God  has  given  to  be  the  covenant ;  f 
Ev'n  ]efus5  whom  the  iacred  letters  call 
Faith's  objettj  author,  finifher,  and  all  j 
In  him  alone,  not  in  thy  a£t  of  faith, 
Thy  foul  believing  full  (aivation  hath. 

In  this  new  cov'nant  judge  not  iaith  to  hold 
The  room  of  perfect  doing  in  the  old. 

|j  Col.  iii.  3.         f  Adls  xvi.  30.         *  Ver.  31.         Jlfa.  xlii.  6, 
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Faith  is  not  giv'n  to  be  the  fed'ral  price 
I  gs,  or  of  paradife  : 

But  Heav'n,  by  giving  this,  ftrikes  out  a  door 
Ai  which  is  carried  in  ftill  more  and  more. 
No  Gnner  muft  upon  his  faith  lay  ftrefs, 
As  if  it  were  a  perfect  righteoufaefs. 
God  ne'er  aflign'd  unto  it  fuch  a  place  ; 
'Tis  but  at  belt  a  bankrupt  begging  grace. 
Its  object  makes  its  fame  to  fly  abroad, 
So  clofe  it  gripes  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  ; 

ch  righteoufnefs  receiv'd,  is  without  ft  rife) 
The  true  condition  of  eternal  lire. 

But  ftillj  fay  you,  pow'r  to  believe  I  mils. 
You  may;   but  know  you  w  ring  is  ? 

Faith  lies  not  in  your  building  up  a  tow'r 
Of  fome  great  action  by  your  proper  pow'r, 
For  Heav'n  well  knows,  that  by  the  killing  fall 
No  pow'r,  no  will  remains  in  man  at  all 
For  a£ts  divinely  good;  'till  fov'reign  grace 
Bypow'rful  drawing  virtue  turn  the  chafe. 
Hence  none  believe  in  Jefus  as  they  ought, 
Till  once  they  fir  ft  believe  they  can  do  nought, 
Nor  are  fujjicient  e\n  cc  form  a -thought  *• 
They're  confeious,  in  the  right  believing  hour, 
|  Of  human  fs,  and  of  divine  pow'r. 

Faith  atts  not  in  the  fenfe  of  ftrength  and  might, 
Bin  in  the  ftmfe  of  weaknefs  acU  outright. 
1.        no  boafting  arm  of  pow'r  or  length,) 
Eut  iveaknefs  acfing  on  a  rengtk\. 

It  is  the  pow'rlefs,  he!  lefs  Goner's  flight 
Into  the  open  arms  of  favin'g  might: 
Tis  an  employing  Jefus  to  do  all 
That  can  within  faivation's  compafs  fall; 
-nt  kind  in  ev'ry  thing 
to  a  prophet,  prieft.  and  king; 
To  teach,  to  pardon,  ianci :.fv,  and  fave, 
And  nothing  to  the  creature's  pow'r  to  leave. 

r.  iii.  j.         f  z  Ccr.  xii.  9. 
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Faith  makes  us  joyfully  content  that  he 
Our  Head,  our  Hufband,  and  our  All  fhould  be  ; 
Our  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,  our  flock  and  (tore, 
Our  fund  for  food  and  raiment,  grace  and  glore. 
It  makes  the  creature  down  to  nothing  fall, 
Content  that  Chrift  alone  be  all  in  all. 

The  plan  of  grace  is  faith's  delightful  view, 
With  which  it  clofes  both  as  good  and  true. 
Unto  the  truth y  the  mind's  ajfent  is  full, 
Unto  the  goody  a  free  confenting  will. 
The  Holy  Spirit  here  the  agent  chief, 
Creates  this  faith,  and  dafhes  unbelief. 
That  very  God  who  calls  us  to  believe, 
The  very  faith  he  feeks  mult  alfo  give. 
"Why  calls  he  then  ?  fay  you.  Pray,  man,  be  wife; 
Why  did  he  call  dead  Lazarus  to  rife  ? 
Becaufe  the  orders  in  their  bofom  bear 
Almighty  pow'r  to  make  the  carcafe  hear. 

But  Heav'n  may  not  this  mighty  pow'r  difplay. 
Moft  true;  yet  ftill  thou  art  oblig'd  t'obey. 
But  God  is  not  at  all  oblig'd  to  ftretch 
His  faving  arm  to  fuch  a  finfirt  wretch. 
All  who  within  falvation-rolls  have  place, 
Are  fav'd  by  a  prerogative  of  grace  ; 
But  veflels  all  that  {hall  with  wrath  be  cramm'd, 
Are  by  an  a£t  of  holy  juftice  damn'd. 
Take  then,  dear  foul,  as  from  a  friendly  heart, 
The  counfel  which  the  foll'wing  lines  impart. 

SECT.    IV. 

An  Advice  to /inner s  to  apply  to  the  Sovereign  mercy  of 
Gody  as  it  is  dij covered  through  Christ,  to  the  highejl ' 
honour  of  juftice y  and  other  divine  attributes^  in  order 
to  further  their  faith  in  him  unto  falyation. 

GO,  friend,  and  at  Jehovah's  footftool  bow ; 
Thou  know'ft  not  what  a  fov'reign  God  may  do. 
Confefs,  if  he  commiferate  thy  cafe, 
'Twill  be  an  a£i  of  pow'rfiii  fov'reign  grace. 
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Sequeftrate  carefully  fome  folemn  hours, 

To  (hew  thy  grand  concern  in  fecret  pow'rs. 

Then  in  th'  enfuing  (train  to  God  impart, 

And  pour  into  his  bofom  all  thy  heart. 

'  O  glorious,  gracious,  powerful,  fov'reign  Lord, 

'  Thy  help  unto  a  finful  worm  afford  ; 

c  Who  from  my  wretched  birth  to  this  fad  hour 

1  Have  [till  been  deftirute  of  will  and  pow'r 

1  To  clofe  with  glorious  Chrift ;  yea,  fili'd  with  fpite  1 

1  At  thy  fair  darling,  and  thy  faints  delight,  > 

c  Refitting  all  his  grace  with  all  my  might.  J 

c  Come,  Lord,  and  fap  my  enmity's  itrong  tow'r  ; 

c  O  hafte  the  marriage-day,  the  day  of  pow'r: 

1  That  fweetly,  by  refiftlefs  grace  inclin'd, 

i  My  once  reluctant  be  a  willing  mind. 

1  Thou  fpak'ft  to  being  ev'ry  thing  we  fee, 

<  When  thy  almighty  will  faid,  Let  it  be. 

c  Nothings  to  being  in  a  moment  pafs  : 

*  Let  there  be  light ,  thou  faidjl ;    and  fo  it  ivas  *• 

*  A  pow'rful  word  like  this,  a  mighty  call, 

*  Muft  fay,  Let  there  be  faith,  and  then  it  (hall. 

1  Thou  feek'ft:  my  faith  and  flight  from  fin  and  guilt; 

'  Give  what  thou  feek'ft,  Lord;  then  feek  what  thou 

:  What  good  can  iiTue  from  a  root  fo  ill!  [wilt. 

;  This  heart  of  mine's  a  wicked  lump  of  hell ; 
'Twill  all  thy  common  motions  ftill  refill:, 
Unlefs  with  fpecial  drawing  virtue  bleit. 
Thou  calls,  but  with  the  call  thy  pow'r  convey;      } 
Command  me  to  believe,  and  I'll  obey,  > 

Nor  any  more  thy  gracious  call  gainfay.  3 

Command,  O  Lord,  effectually  command,  1 

And  grant  I  be  not  able  to  withftand;  > 

Then  pow'rlefs  I  will  flretch  the  wither'd  hand.       J 
€  I  to  thy  favour  can  pretend  no  claim, 
But  what  is  borrow'd  from  thy  glorious  name; 
Which  though  mod  juftly  thou  may'ft  glorify, 
In  damning  fuch  a  guilty  wretch  as  me. 


Gen. 
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* . 
A  faggot  fitted  for  the  burning  fire 

Of  thine  incenfed  everlafting  ire  : 

Yet,  Lord,  fince  now  I  hear  thy  glorious  Son. 

In  favour  of  a  race  that  was  undone, 

Did  in  thy  name,  by  thy  authority, 

Once  to  the  full  ftern  juftice  fatisfy  j 

And  paid  more  glorious  tribute  thereunto 

Than  hell  and  all  its  torments  e'er  can  do. 

Since  my  falvation  through  his  blood  can  ralfe      T 

A  revenue  to  juftice'  higheft  praife,  > 

Higher  than  rents,  which  hell  for  ever  pays  :  j 

Thefe  to  tremendous  juftice  never  bring 

A  fatisfaftion  equal  and  condign. 

But  Jefus  our  once  dying  God  performs, 

What  never  could  by  ever-dying  worms : 

Since  thus  rhy  threatening  law  is  honour'd  more 

Than  e'er  my  fins  affronted  it  before  : 

Since  juftice  ftern- may  greater  glory  win, 

By  juftifying  in  thy  darling  Son, 

Than  by  condemning  ev'n  the  rebel  me  ; 

To  this  device  of  wifdom,  lo  !  I  flee. 

Let  juftice,  Lord,  according  to  thy  will, 

Be  glorify'd  with  glory  great  and  full ; 

Not  now  in  hell  where  juftice  petty  pay 

Is  but  extorted  parcels  mine'd  for  ay : 

But  glorify'd  in  Chrift,  who  down  has  told 

The  total  fum  at  once  in  liquid  gold. 

In  loweft  hell  low  praife  is  only  won,     - 

But  juftice  has  the  higheft  in  thy  Son  \ 

The  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  that  fet  in  red, 

To  fliew  the  glorious  morning  would  fucceed. 

In  him  then  fave  thou  me  from  fin  and  fhame, 

And  to  the  higheft  glorify  thy  name. 

*  Since  this  bright  fcene  thy  glories  all  exprefs, 

And  grace  as  emprefs  reigns  through  righteoufnefs ; 

Since  mercy  fair  runs  in  a  crimfon  flood, 

And  vents  through  juftice-fatisfying  blood  : 

Not  only  then  for  mercy's  fake  I  fue, 

But  for  the  glory  of  thy  juftice  too. 
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c  And  fince  each  letter  of  thy  name  divine  ^ 

:  Has  in  fair  Jefus'  face  the  brighteft  fhine,  V 

1  This  glorious  Hufband  be  for  ever  mine.  J 

1  On  this  ftrong  argument  fo  fweet,  fo  bleft,  * 
:  With  thy  allowance,  Lord,  I  mult  infift. 
;   Great  God,  fince  thou  allow'ft  unworthy  me 
;  To  make  thy  glorious  name  my  humble  plea; 
;  No  glory  worthy  of  it  wilt  thou  gain, 
By  calling  me  into  the  burning  main. 
My  feeble  back  can  never  fuit  the  load, 
That  fpeaks  thy  name  a  fin-revenging  God. 
Scarce  would  that  name  feem  a  consuming  fire 
Upon  a  worm  unworthy  of  thine  ire. 
But  fee  the  worthy  Lamb,  thy  chofen  Prieft, 
With  juflice'  burning-^lafs  againft  his  bread, 
Contracting  ail  the  beams  of  'venging  wrath, 
As  in  their  centre,  till  he  burn  to  death. 
Vengeance  can  never  be  fo  much  proclaimed, 
By  fcatter'd  beams  among  the  millions  damn'd. 
Then,  Lord,  in  him  me  to  the  utmoft  fave, 
And  thou  (halt  glory  to  the  higheft  have  : 
Glory  to  wlfdom%  that  contriv'd  fo  well ! 
Glory  to pow'r,  that  bore  and  bury'd  hell! 
Glory  to  holinefs^  which  fin  deficM, 
With  finlefs  fervice  now  divinely  grac'd  ! 
Glory  to  jujlice*  iwotd,  that  flaming  itood, 
Now  drunk  to  pleafure  with  atoning  blood  ! 
Glory  to  truth%  that  now  in  fcarlet  cladj 
Has  feal'd  both  threats  and  promiies  with  red  ! 
Glory  to  mercy,  now  in  purple  dreams.  ) 

So  fweetly  gilding  through  the  divine  flames  > 

Of  other  once  offended,  now  exalted  names  !  J 

j  Each  attribute  confpires  with  joint  embrace,  } 

To  fhew  its  fparkling  rays  in  Jefus'  face  ;  > 

And  thus  to  deck  the  crcnvn  of  matchlefs  grace.     J 
But  to  thy  name  in  hell  ne'er  can  accrue 
The  thousandth  part  of  this  sreat  revenue. 
G 
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<  O  ravifhing  contrivance!  light  that  blinds 
Cherubic  gazers,  and  feraphic  minds. 
They  pry  into  the  deep,  and  love  to  learn 
What  yet  ihould  vaftly  more  be  my  concern. 
Lord,  once  my  hope  moil  reafonlefs  could  dream 
Of  heaven/ without  regard  to  thy  great  name: 
But  here  is  laid  my  lafting  hope  to  found, 
A  highly  rational,  a  divine  ground. 
? Lis  reasonable,  I  expect  thou'lt  take 
The  way  that  mod  will  for  thine  honour  make. 
Is  this  the  plan?  Lorcl,  let  me  build  my  claim 
To  life,  on  this  high  glory  of  thy  name. 
Nor  let  my  faithlefs  heart  or  think,  or  fay> 
That  ail  this  glory  {hall  be  thrown  away 
In  my  .perdition;  which  will  never  raife 
To  thy  great  name  fo  vail  a  rent  of  praife., 
O  then  a  rebel  into  favour  take: 
Lord,  fhield  and  fave  me  for  thy  glory's  fake. 
My  endlefs  ruin  is  not  worth  the  coll, 
That  to  much  glory  be  for  ever  loft. 
I'll  of  the  greater!  firmer  bear  the  ftiame, 
To  bring  the  greateft  honour  to  thy  name. 
Small  lofs,  though  I  mould  perifn  endlefs  days. 
But  thoufand  pities  grace  (hould  lofe  the  praife. 
O  hear,  Jehovah,  get  the  glory  then, 
And  to  my  f application  fay,  Amen* 


SECT.    V. 

The  terrlbleD  oom  of  unbelievers  a  fid  rejeBers  ofC  H  R I  s  T, 
or  defpifers  of  the  gofpeL 

It  §  ^HUS,  finner,  into  jefus'  bofom  flee, 

1      Then  there  is  hope  in  Ifra'l  fure  for  thee. 
Slight  not  the  call,  as  running  by  in  rhime, 
Left  thou  repent  for  ay,  if  not  in  time. 
'Tis  moft  unlawful  to  contemn  and  fhun 
All  wholefome  counfela  that  in  metre  run  %. 
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Since  the  prime  fountains  of  the  facred  writ 
Much  heav'niy  trutli  in  holy  rhimes  tranfmit. 
If  this  don'*  pleafe,  yet  hence  it  is  no  crime 
To  verify  the  word,  and  preach  in  rhime. 
But  in  whatever  mould  the  doctrine  lies,  1 

Some  erring  minds  will  gofpei-truth  defpife  > 

Without  remeid,  till  Heav'n  anoint  their  eyes.  3 

^Thefe  lines  pretend  no  conquering  art  nor  {kill. 
But  (hew,  in  weak  attempts,  a  ftrong  good-will, 
To  mortify  all  native  legal  pride, 
And  court  the  I  .amh  of  God  a  virgin  bride. 
If  he  thy  conjunct  match  be  never  giv'n, 
Thou'rt  doom'd  to  hell,  as  fure  as  God's  in  heav'n. 
If  gofpel-grace  and  goodnefs  don't  thee  draw, 
Thou  art  condemn'd  already  by  the  law. 
Yea,  hence  damnation  deen  will  doubly  brace, 
If  ftiil  thy  heart  contemn  redeeming  grace. 
No  argument  from  fear  or  hope  will  move, 
Or  draw  thy  heart,  if  not  the  bond  of  love  : 
Nor  flowing  joys,  nor  flaming  terrors  chafe 
To  Chrift:  the  hav'n,  without  the  gales  of  grace. 
O  (lighter  then  of  grace's  joyful  found, 
Thou'rt  over  to  the  wrathful  ocean  bound. 
Anon  thou'it  fink  into  the  gulf  of  woes. 
Whene'er  thy  wafting  hours  are  at  a  clofe  : 
Thy  falfe  old  legal  hope  will  then  be  loit, 
And  with  thy  wretched  foul  give  up  the  ghoft. 
Then  farewel  God  and  Chrift,  and  grace  and  glore ; 
Undone  thcu  art,  undone  for  evermore, 
For  ever  (inking  underneath  the  load 
And  preflure  of  a  fin-revenging  God. 
The  leered  awful  text  aflcris,  To  foil 
Into  his  living  hands  is  fearful  thrall; 
yVhen  no  more  facrifici  for  Jin  remains  *, 
3ut  ever-living  wrath,  and  lading  chains : 
rleav'n  Hill  upholding  life  in  dreadful  death, 
till  throwing  down  hot  thunderbolts  of  wrath, 
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As  full  of  terror,. and  as  manifold, 
As  finite  veflTels  of  his  wrath  can  hold. 

<  Then,  then  we  may  fuppofe  the  wretch  to  cry,  7 

<  Oh  1   if  tliis  damning  God  would  let  me  die,  > 

<  And  not  torment  me  to  eternity  !    ^  7 
*  Why  from  the  filent  womb  of  itupid  earth, 

<  Did  Heav'n  awake,  and  pufh  me  into  birth  ? 

<  Curs'd  be  the  day  that  ever  gave  me  life  i 

<  Curs'd  Be  the  cruel  parents,  man  and  wife, 

<  Means  of  my  being  hiltruments  of  wo  ; 

<  For  now  I'm  damn'd,  I'm  damn'd,  and  always  fof 

<  Curs'd  be  the  day  that  ever  made  me  hear      * 
*  The  gofpel-call,  which  brought  falvation  near. 

<  The  endlefs  found  of  flighted  mercy's  bell, 

«  Has  in  mine  ears  the  moil  to  mtnting  knell. 

<  Of  ofier'd  grace  I  vain  repent  the  lots, 

<  The  joyfuhfound  with  horror  recogtwfee. 

«  The  hollow  vault  reverberates  the  found ;  7 

«  This  killing  echofirikes  the  deepeft  wound,  > 

«   And  with  too  late  remorfe  does  now  confound.     J 
«  Into  the  dungeon  of  defpair  I'm  lockM, 
«  Th'  once  open  door  of  hope  for  ever  block'd : 
«  Hopelefs,  I  fink  into  the  dark  abyfs, 

<  BaniuYd  for  ever  from  eternal  blifs, 

<  In  boiling  waves  of  vengeance  mull  I  lie  1 

<  O  could  1  curfe  this  dreadful  God,  and  die  ! 

<  Infinite  years  in  torment  fhall  I  fpend, 

<  And  never,  never,  never,  at  an  end  ! 
«  Ah  !  mult  I  iive  in  torturing  defpair 
«  As  many  years  as  atoms  in  the  air  ? 

<  When  thefe  are  fpent,  as  many  thoufands  more 
c  As  grains  of  fand  that  croud  the  ebbing  (hare  ' 
i  When  thefe  arc  done,  as  many  yet  behind 

<  As  leaves  of  foreic  (liaken  with  the  wind .i 
c  When  thefe  are  gone,  as  many  to  enfue 

<  A<  items  of  grafs  on  hills  and  dales  that  grew  ? 

<  When  thefe  nm  out,  as  many  on  the  march 

<  As  Harry  lamps  that  gild  the  lpangled  arch  t 
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*  When  thefc  expire,  as  many  millions  more 

*  As  moments  in  the  millions  pall  before  r 

'  When  all  theie  doleful  years  are  fpent  in  pain, 
g  And  multiply'd  by  myriads  again, 

*  Till  numbers  drown  the  thought;  could  I  I 

*'  That  then  my  wretched  years  wen  at  aclofe, 

1  This  would  arfbrd  fome  eai'e  :  but,  ah  !   1  Ihivei 

-'  To  think  upon  the  dreadful  found,  fin  i 

4  The  burning  gulph,  where  1  blafpheming  iy, 

1  Is  time  no  more,  but  vait  eternity. 

1  The  growing  torment  I  endure  for  fin, 

*  Through  ages  all  16  always  to  begin. 

e  How  did  i  but  a  grain  of  pleafure  fow, 
1  To  reap  an  harveit  of  immortal  wo  ? 

*  Bound  to  the  bottom  of  the  burning  main, 

c  Gnawing  my  chains,  I  with  for  death  in  vain. 
c  'J  till  doom  !   fince  I  that  bear  the  eternal  load 

*  Contemn'dthe  death  of  an  eternal  God. 

«  Oh  !  if  the  God  that  curs'd  me  to  the  lafh, 

«   Would  blefs  me  back  to  nothing  with  a  dafh  ! 

«  But  hopelefs  I  the  jufl  avenger  hate,    • 

c  Biafpheme  the  wrathful  God,  and  curfe  my  fate.' 

To  thefe  this  word  of  terror  I  direct , 
Who  now  the  great Jalvation  dare  negleB  *  : 
To  all  the  Chrift-defpifmg  multitude, 
That  trample  on  the  great  Redeemer's  blood  -y 
That  fee  no  beauty  in  Ins  glorious  1 
But  flight  his  oilers,  and  refufe  hie  grace. 
A  meflenger  of  wrath  to  none  Fam, 
But  thofe  that  hate  to  wed  the  worthy  Lamb. 
For  though  the  fmalleft  fins,  if  fmall  can  be, 
Will  plunge  the  Chriftlefs  foul  in  rnifery: 
Yet,  lo  !   the  greaMt  that  to  mortals  cleave, 
Shan't  damn  the  fouls  in  jefus  that  belie 
Becaufe  they  on  the  very  method  fall 
That  well  can  m  ike  am<  nds  to  God  for  all. 
Whereas  proud  fouls,  through  unbelief  won't  let 
rhe  glorious  God  a  i 
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Of  all  his  honour,  in  his  darling  Son, 

For  all  the  great  difhonours  they  have  done. 

A  faithlefs  foul  the  glorious  God  bereaves 

Of  all  the  fatisfa&ion  that  he  craves  ; 

Hence  under  divine  hotted  fury  lies, 

And  with  a  double  vengeance  juftly  dies. 

The  blacked  part  ofTophet  is  their  place, 

Who  flight  the  tenders  of  redeeming  grace. 

That  facrilegious  monfter,  Unbedej\ 

So  hardened  'gain ft  rcmorfe  and  pious  grief, 

Robs  God  of  all  the  glory  of  his  names, 

And  ev'ry  divine  attribute  defames. 

It  loudly  calls  the  truth  of  God  a  lie; 

clhe  God  of  truth  a  liar*;  horrid  cry  ! 

Doubts  and  denies  his  precious  words  of  grace, 

Spits  venom  in  the  royal  Suitor's  face* 

This  monfter  cannot  ceafe  all  fin  to  hatch, 

Becaufe  it  proudly  mars  the  happy  match. 

As  each  law- wedded  foul  isjoin'd  to' fin, 

And  deftitute  of  holinefs  within  ; 

So  all  that  wed  the  law,  muft  wed  the  curfe, 

Which  rent  they  fcorn  to  pay  with  Chriit's  full  purfe. 

They  clear  may  read  their  dreadful  doom -in  brief, 

Whofe  fefter'd  fore  is  final  unbelief: 

Though  to  the  law  their  life  exactly  fram'd,  "1 

For  zealous  acts  and  paffions  too  were  fam'd :  > 

Yet,  lo!  He  that  believes  not>  Jhall  be  damn' Wf.  J 

But  now  'tis  proper,  on  the  other  ftdey 
With  words  of  comfort  to  addrefs  the  bride. 
She  in  her  glorious  Hitfband  does  poffefs 
Adorning  grace,  acquitting  righteoufnefs  : 
And  hence  to  her  pertain  the  golden  mines 
Of  comfort  opened  in  the  following  lines. 

*  John  v.  jo.  f  John  iii.  iS. 
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The  Poem  continued 
Upon  Isaiah  liw  5.   Thy  Maker  is  thy  Hnjband. 

N.  B.  The  following  lines  being  primarily  intended  for  the 
nfe  and  edification  of  pioifly-exercifed  feu  Is,  and  efpecially 
thofe  of  a  more  common  and  ordinary  capacity  ;  the  author 
thought  Jit,  through  the  'whole  of  this  feeond  part  of  the  booh, 
to  continue,  as  in  the  f oris  er  editions,  to  repeat  that  part  of  the 
text,  Thy  Hufband,  hi  the  la  ft  line  of  every  verfe :  beca 
however  it  tended  to  limit  him,  and  re/lrid  hh  Merry  of  words 
in  the  compofition,  yet  having  ground  to  judge,  that  this  ap- 
propriating compilation  Jlill  refumed,  has  rendered  thefe 
lines  formerly  the  more  faviury  to  fame  exercifed  Chri/lians, 
to  whom  the  name  o/Christ  (particularly  as  their  Head 
and Hujband)  is  as  ointment  poured  forth  :  he  choft  rather 
to  fuljeel  himfelf  to  that  reflnclion,  than  to  c  what 

may  tend  to  the  fatisfaclion   and  comfort  of  thofe 
Christ  is  all  in  all ;    and  to  whom  his  name,  as  r. 
band,  fo  many  various  ways  applied,   will  be  no  r.aufeous  re- 
petition. 
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CHAP.     I. 

Containing  the  Privileges  of  the  Believer  that 
is  efpoufed  to  Christ  by  faith  of  divine  o* 
peration, 

SECT.    I. 

The  Believer's  perfeEt  beauty >,  free  acceptance  >  and 
full  fecurity$  through  the  imputation  gfCHRiST's  per- 
fect righteou/nefs,  though  imparted  grace  be  imperfecl* 

O  Happy  foul,  Jehovah's  bride. 
The  Lamb's  beloved  fpoufe ; 
Strong  confolation's  flowing  tide, 
Thy  Hufband  thee  allows. 

In  thee,  though  like  thy  father's  race, 

By  nature  black  as  hell  j 
Yet  now  fo  beautify'd  by  grace, 

Thy  Hufband  loves  to  dwell. 

Fair  as  the  moon  thy  robes  appear, 

While  graces  are  in  drefs : 
Clear  as  the  fun  #,  while  found  to  wear 

Thy  Hufband's  righteoufnefs. 

Thy  moon-like  graces,  changing  much, 

Have  here  and  there  a  fpot; 
Thy  fun-like  glory  is  not  fuch, 

Thy  Hufband  changes  not. 

Thy  white  and  ruddy  vefture  fair 

Outvies  the  rofy  leaf; 
For  'mong  ten  thoufand  beauties  rare 

Thy  Hufband  is  the  chief. 

*  Sor..^  vJ>  10, 
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Cloth' d  with  the  fun,  thy  robes  of  light 

The  morning  rays  outihine  \ 
The  lamps  of  heav'n  are  not  fo  bright, 

Thy  Hufband  decks  thee  fine. 
Though  hellifh  fmoke  thy  duties  (lain, 

And  fin  deforms  thee  quite  ; 
Thy  Surety's  merit  makes  thee  clean, 

Thy  Hufband's  beauty  white. 
Thy  pray'rs  and  tears,  nor  pure,  nor  good, 

But  vile  and  loathfome  feem; 
Yet  gain,  by  dipping  in  his  blood, 

Thy  Hufband's  high  efteem. 
No  fear  thou  ftarve,  though  wants  be  great, 

In  him  thou  art  com  pi  eat :  f 
Thy  hungry  foul  may  hopeful  wait, 

Thy  Hufband  gives  thee  meat. 
Thy  money,  merit,  pow'r,  and  pelf, 

Were  fquander'd  by  thy  fall  -> 
Yet,  having  nothing  in  thyfelf, 

Thy  Hufband  is  thy  all. 
Law-precepts,  threats,  may  both  befet 

To  crave  of  thee  their  due; 
But  juftice  for  thy  double  debt 

Thy  Hufband  did  purfue. 
Though  juftice  (tern  as  much  belong 

As  mercy  to  a  God  ; 
Yet  juftice  fuffer'd  here  no  wrong, 

Thy  Hufband's  back  was  broad. 
He  bore  the  load  of  wrath  alone, 

That  mercy  might  take  vent; 
Heav'n's  pointed  arrows  all  upon 

Thy  Hufband's  heart  were  fpent;. 
No  partial  pay  could  juftice  ftiil, 

No  farthing  was  rctrench'd; 
ance  exa&ed  all,  until 

Thy  Hufband  all  advancM, 

f  C«l.  i!.  tc. 
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He  paid  in  liquid  golden  red 
Each  mite  the  law  requir'd, 
Till  with  a  loud  "-fir fni/Jjedf, 
,  Thy  Hufband's  breath  expir'd. 

No  pvocefs  more  the  law  can  tent; 

Thou  iiand'ft  within  its  verge, 
And  may  ft  at  pleafure  now  prefent 

Thy  Hufband's  full  difcharge. 
Though  new  contracted  guilt  beget 

New  fears  of  divine  ire  \ 
Yet  fear  thou  not,  though  drown'd  in  debt, 

Thy  Hufband  is  the  payer. 

God  might  in  rigour  thee  indite 

Of  higheft  crimes  and  flaws  ; 
But  on  thy  head  no  curie  can  light, 

Thy  Hufband  is  the  caufe. 

SECT,     II. 

Christ  the  believer's  friend,  prophet,  priejl,  king, 
defence,  guide,  guard,  help,  and  healer* 

DEAR  foul,  when  all  the  human  race 
Lay  welt'ring  in  their  gore 
Vail  numbers  in  that  difmal  cafe 
Thy  Hufband  pafled  o'er. 

But  pray,  why  did  he  thoufands  pafs, 

And  fet  his  heart  on  thee  ? 
The  deep,  the  fearchlefs  reafon  was, 

Thy  Hufband's  love  is  free. 
The  forms  of  favour,  names  of  grace, 

And  offices  of  love, 
He  bears  for  thee,  with  open  face 

Thy  Hufband's  kindnefs  prove. 
'Gainft  darknefs  black,  and  error  blind, 

Thou  haft  a  fun  aw&fhield*  : 
And,  to  reveal  the  Father's  mind, 

Thy  Hufband's  Prophet  feal'd.    . 

f  John  xix.  30.  *  Pfaim  Ixxxiv*  II, 
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He  like  wife  to  procure  :hy  peace, 

And  fave  from  fin's  arreit, 
Refign'd  hi  mi  elf  a  facrifice  , 

Try  Hufband  is  thy  rne,!. 

And  that  he  might  thy  will  iubjecr, 

And  fweetly  captive  bring, 
Thy  fins  fubdue,  ins  throne  erect, 

Thy  Hufband  is  thy  Kings 

Though  num'ious  and  affaulting  foes 

Thy  joyful  peace  may  mar; 
And  thou  a  thoufand  battles  iofe, 

Thy  Hufband  wins  the  war. 

Hell's  forces,  which  thy  mind  apal, 

His  arm  can  ibon  difpatch  y 
How  ftrong  foe'er,  yet  for  them  all 
Thy  Hufband's  more  than  match. 

Though  fecret  lufts  with  hid  con t eft, 

By  heavy  groans  reveai'd, 
And  devils  rage ;  yet  do  their  bed, 

Thy  Hufband  keeps  the  field. 

When,  in  defertion's  evening  dark, 

Thy  fteps  are  apt  to  Aide, 
His  conduit  feek,  his  counfel  mark, 

Thy  Hufband  is  thy  guide. 

In  doubts,  renouncing  felf-conceit, 

His  word  and  Spirit  prize  : 
He  never  couo&Il'd  wrong  as  yet, 

Thy  Hufband  is  fo  wife. 

When  weak,  thy  refuge  feeft  at  hand, 

Yet  cannot  run  the  length  : 
Tis  prefent  pow'r  to  underfland 

Thy  Hufband  is  thy  ilrength. 

ten  making  florins  annoy  thy  heart, 
His  word  commands  a  calm  : 
When  bleeding  wounds,  to  eafe  thy  fmarr, 
Thy  Hufband's  blood  is  balm.  ' 
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Truft  creatures,  nor  to  help  thy  thrall, 

Nor  to  affuage  thy  grief: 
life  means,  but  look  beyond  them  all, 

Thy  Huib'and's  thy  relief. 
If  Heav'n  prefcribe  a  bitter  drug. 

Fret  not  with  froward  will: 
This  carriage  may  thy  cure  prorogue; 

Thy  Hufband  wants  not  fkill. 
He  fees  the  fore,  he  knows  the  cure 

Wilt  moll:  adapted  be  j 
sTIs  then  moft  reafonable,  fure, 

Thy  Hufband  choofe  for  thee? 
Frienfhip  is  in  his  chaftifements, 

And  favour  in  his  frowns; 
Thence  judge  not  then  in  heavy  plaints, 

Thy  Hufband  thee  difowns. 
The  deeper  his  fharp  lancet  go 

In  ripping  up  thy  wound, 
The  more  thy  healing  fhall  unto 

Thy  Hufband's  praife  redound. 

SECT.     III. 

Christ  the  believer's  wonderful phy/irian,  and  wealthy  __ 
friend. 

KIND  Jefus  empties  whom  he'll  fill, 
Calls  down  whom  he  will  raife ; 
He  quickens  whom  he  feems  to  kill  \ 

Thy  Hufband  thus  gets  praife. 
When  awful  rods  are  in  his  hand, 

There's  mercy  in  his  mind  ; 
When  clouds  upon  his  brow  do  ftand, 

Thy  Hufband's  heart  is  kind. 
In  various  changes  to  and  fro, 

He'il  ever  con  (Ian  t  prove ; 
Nor  can  his  kindnefs  come  and  go, 

Thy  Husband's  name  is  Love. 
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His  friends  in  moft  anil  tied  lot 

His  favour  moft  have  felt ; 
For  when  they're  try'd  in  furnace  hot, 

Thy  Husband's  bowels  melt. 

Vvrhen  he  his  bride  or  wounds  or  heals, 

Heart- kindnefs  dots  him  move; 
And  wraps  in  frowns  as  well  as  fmiles, 

Thy  Husband's  lading  love. 

In's  hand  no  cure  could  ever  fail 

Though  of  a  hopelefs  ftate 
He  can  in  defp'rate  cafes  heal, 

Thy  Husband's  art's  fo  great. 

The  medicine  he  did  prepare, 

Can't  fail  to  work  for  good  : 
O  balfam  pow'rful,  precious,  rare, 

Thy  Husband's  facred  blood  : 

Which  freely  from  his  broached  breaft 

GuuVd  out  like  pent  up  fire. 
His  cures  are  befl,  his  wages  lead, 

Thy  Husband  takes  no  hire. 

Thou  haft  no  worth,  no  might,  no  good, 

His  favour  to  procure  : 
But  fee  his  flore.  his  pow'r,  his  blood  ! 

Thy  Husband's  never  poor. 

Himfelf  he  humbled  wend'roufly 

Once  to  the  loweft  pitch, 
That  bankrupts  through  his  poverty 

Thy  Husband  might  enrich 

His  treafure  is  mere  excellent 

Than  hills  of  Ophir  gold  : 
In  telling  ftores  were  ages  fpent, 

Thy  Husband's  can't  be  told. 

All  things  that  fly  on  wings  of  f.ime, 

Com.par'd  with  this  are  drofs; 
Thy  fearchlefs  riches  in  his  name 

Thy  Husband  doth  engrofs. 
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The  great  Immanuel,  God-man, 

Includes  fuch  ftore  divine ; 
Angels  and  faints  will  never  lean 

Thy  Hufband's  golden  mine. 
He's  full  of  grace  and  truth  #  indeed, 

Of  Spirit  f9  merit,  might  ; 
Of  all  the  wealth  that  bankrupts  need, 

Thy  Hufband's  heir  by  right. 

Though  heavn's  his  throne  J,  he  came  from  thence, 

To  feeh  and  fave  the  loft  ||  ; 
Whatever  be  the  vaft  expence, 

Thy  Hufband's  at  the  coil. 
Pleas' d  to  expend  each  drop  of  blood 

That  fill'd  his  royal  veins, 
He  frank  the  facred  victim  flood ; 

Thy  Hufband  fpar'd  no  pains. 

His  coft  immehfe  was  in  thy  place  j 

Thy  freedom  cofc  his  thrall  ; 
Thy  glery  coft  him  deep  difgrace, 

Thy  Hufband  paid  for  all. 


SECT.    IV. 

The  believer's  f of ety  under  the  covert  of  Christ^  aton- 
ing blood,  and  powerful  inter  ceffi  on. 

WHEN  Heav'n  proclaimed  hot  war  and  wrath. 
And  fin  increas'd  the  ftrife  j 
By  rich  obedience  unto  death, 
-Thy  Husband  bought  thy  life. 

The  charges  could  not  be  abridg'd> 

But  on  there  noble  terms  9 
Which  all  that  prize,  are  hugg'd  amidit 

Thy  Husband's  folded  arms,     * 

*  John  i.  14.     f  John  iii.,34.      \  Ifa.  lxvi,  1.       \  Luke  xlx>  10. 
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When  law  condemns,  and  juiiice  too 

To  prifon  would  thee  hale  \ 
As  fureties  kind  for  bankruptb  do, 

Thy  Husband  offers  bail. 

God  on  thefe  terms  is  reconcil'd, 

And  thou  his  heart  hall  won  ; 
In  Chiift  thou  art  his  favour'd  child, 

Thy  Husband  is  his  Son. 

Vindictive  wrath  is  whole  appeas'd, 

Thou  need'ft  not  then  be  mov'd  \ 
In  Jesus  always  bis  wpelt  pleas' d% 

Thy  Husband's  his  Belt     \    . 

What  can  be  laid  unto  thy  charge, 

When  (Sod  does  not  condemn  ? 
Bills  of  cpmplaint,  though  foes  enlarge, 

Thy  Husband  anfwers  them. 

When  fear  thy  guilty  mind  confounds, 

Full  comfort  this  may  yield  ; 
Thv  ranfpfh-bill  with  blood  and  wounds 

Thy  Husband  kind  has  feal'd. 
His  promife  is  thfcfrfair  extkac?: 

Thoii  haft  at  hand  ro  (hew 5 
Stern  jufrice  can  no  more  exact, 

Thy  Husband  paid  its  due. 

No  terms  he  left  thee  to  fulfil, 

No  clog  to  mar  thy  faith  ; 
His  bond  is  fign'd,  his  latter-  will 

Thy  Husband  feal'd  by  death. 

The  great  condition  of  the  band 

Of  promife  and  of  blifs, 
Is  wrought  by  him,  and  brought  to  hand, 

Thy  Husband's  righteouinefs. 

When  therefore  prefs'd  in  time  of  need, 

To  fue  the  promis'd  good. 
Thou  haft  no  more  to  do  but  plead 

Thy  Husband's  fe  od. 

*  Matt'i.  iii 
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This  can  thee  more  to  God  commend, 

And  cloudy  wrath  difpel, 
Than  e'er  thy  finning  could  offend  ; 

Thy  Husband  vanquifh'd  hell. 
When  vengeance  feems,  for  broken  laws 

To  light  on  thee  with  dread; 
Let  Chrift  be  umpire  of  thy  caufe, 

Thy  Husband  well  can  plead. 

He  pleads  his  righteoufnefs  that  brought, 

All  rents  the  law  could  crave ; 
Whate'er  its  precepts,  threat'nings,  fought, 

Thy  Husband  fully  gave. 

Did  holinefs  in  precepts  (land, 

And  for  perfection  call, 
Juftice  in  threat'nings  death  demand  ? 

Thy  Husband  gave  it  all. 
His  blood  the  fiery  law  did  quench, 

Its  fummons  need  not  fear : 
Tho't  cite  thee  to  HeavVs  awful  bench, 

Thy  Husband's  at  the  bar. 

This  Advocate  has  much  to  fay, 

His  clients  need  not  fear ; 
For  God  the  Father  hears  him  ay, 

Thy  Husband  hath  his  ear. 
A  caufe  fail'd  never  in  his  hand, 

So  ftrong  his  pleading  is  ; 
His  Father  grants  his  whole  demand, 

Thy  Husband's  will  is  his.  , 

Hell-forces  all  may  rendezvous, 

Accufers  may  combine; 
Yet  fear  thou  not  who  art  his  fpoufe, 

Thy  Husband's  caufe  is  thme. 
By  folemn  oath  Jehovh  did 

His  priefthood  ratify ; 
Let  earth  and  hell  then  counterplead, 

Thy  Husband  gains  the  plea. 
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SECT.     V. 

The  Believer }s  faith   and  hope  encouraged,  even  in 
the  darkejl  nights  of  defer tion  and  diflrefs.        .     ■ 

THE  cunning  ferpent  may  accufe, 
But  never  (hall  fucceed  ; 
The  God  of  peace  will  Satan  bruife, 

Thy  Hufband  broke  his  head  \. 
Hell  furies  threaten  to  devour, 

Like  lion's  robb'd  of  whelps  : 
But,  lo  !  in  ev'ry  per'lous  hour, 

Thy  Husband  always  helps. 
That  feeble  faith  may  never  fail, 

Thine  Advocate  has  pray'd  •,  . 
Though  winnowing  temped  may  afTail, 

Thy  Husband's  near  to  aid. 
Though  grievous  trials  grow  a-pace, 

And  put  thee  to  a  (land ; 
Thou  may'ft  rejoice  in  ev'ry  cafe, 

Thy  Husband's  help  at  hand. 
Truft,  though,  when  in  defertion  dark, 

No  twinkling  ftar  by  night, 
No  ray  appear,  no  glim'rhig  fpark ; 

Thy  Husband  is  thy  light. 
His  beams  anon  the  clouds  can  rent, 

And  through  the  vapours  run  \ 
For  of  the  brighter!:  firmament. 

Thy  Husband  is  the  fun. 
Without  the  Jun  who  mourning  go, 

And  fcarce  the  way  can  find, 
He  brings  through  paths  they  do  not  know*  ; 

Thy  Husband  leads  the  blind. 
Through  fire  and  water  he  withfkill 

Brings  to  a  wealthy  land; 
Rude  flames  and  roaring  floods,  be  stixl, 

Thy  Husband  can  command. 

f  Rom.  xvi.  20.  *  Ifa.  xliii.  16. 
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When  fin  diforders  heavy  brings, 

That  prefs  thy  foul  with  weight ; 
Then  mind  how  many  crooked  things' 

Thy  Husband  has  madejlralght. 
Still  look  to  him  with  longing  eyes, 

Though  both/ thine  eyes  mould  fail ; 
Cry,  arid  at  lengthy  though  not  thy  cries, 

Thy  Husband  mall  prevail. 
Still  hope  for  favour  at  his  hand, 

Though  favour  don't  appear ; 
When  help  feems  mod  aloof  to  (land,, 

Thy  Husband's  then  moil  near* 
In  cafes  hopelefs-like,  faint  hopes 

May  fail,  and  fears  annoy  ; 
But  mod  when  ilript  of  earthly  props* 

Thy  Husband  thoul't  enjoy. 
If  providence  the  prorhife  thwart, 

And  yet  thy  humbled  mind 
yGapifi  hope  believes  in  hope  f ,  thou  art 

Thy  Husband's  deareft  friend. 
Art  thou  a  weakling,  poor  and  faint/ 

In  jeopardy  each  hour  ? 
Let  not  thy  weaknefs  move  thy  plaint, 

Thy  Husband  has  the  pow'r. 
Pread  not  the  foes  that  foil'd  thee  long, 

Will  ruin  thee  at  length  : 
When  thou  art  weak,  then  art  thou  ftrong  >. 

Thy  Husband  is  thy  ftrength. 
When  foes  are  mighty,  many  too, 
Don't  fear,  nor  quit  the  field; 
?Tis  not  with  thee  they  have  to  do, 

Thy  Husband  is  thy  fhield. 
'Tis  hard  to  fight  againft  an  hofl, 

Or  drive  againft  the  lit  earn  ; 
But  lo  !  when  all  feems  to  be  loft* 
Thy  Husband  will  redeem. 

f  Rom.  vu  1 8*  * 
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S  E  C  T.     VI 

Benefits  accruing  to  Believers ',  from  the  offices }  names % 
:iresi  and  Offerings  of  Christ. 

ART  thou  by  lofts  a  captive  led, 
Which  breeds  thy  deepeft  grief  ? 
To  ranfom  captives  is  his  trade, 

Thy  Husband's  thy  relief. 
His  precious  name  is  JESUS,  why  ? 

Becaufe  he  fives  from  fin  *  ? 
Redemption-right  he  won't  deny, 

Thy  Husband's  near  of  kin. 
His  wounds  have  fav'd  thee  once  from  woes, 

His  blood  from  vengeance  fcreen'd  ; 
When  heav'n,  and  earth,  and  hell  were  foes, 

Thy  Husband  was  a  friend  : 
And  will  thy  Captain  now  look  on, 

And  fee  thee  trampled  down  ? 
When,  lo  !  thy  Champion  has  the  throne, 

Thy  Husband  wears  the  crown. 
Yield  not,  though  cunning  Satan  bribe, 

Or  like  a  lion  roar? 
The  Lion  ftrong  of  Judah's  tribe, 

Thy  Husband's  to  the  fore. 
And  that  he  never  w'll  for, fake f, 

His  credit  fair  he  pawn'd  ; 
In  hotted  broils,  then,  courage  take, 

Thy  Husband's  at  thy  hand. 
No  ftorm  needs  drive  thee  to  a  ilrait, 

Who  doft  his  aid  invoke  : 
:e  winds  may  blow,  proud  waves  may  beat  j 

Thy  Husband  is  the  rock. 
Renounce  thine  own  ability, 

Lean  to  his  promis'd  might ; 
rength  of  IfrVi  cannot  lie, 

Thy  Husband's  pow'r  is  plight. 

••-h.I.  :r.        4  Hcb,  1 
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An  awful  truth  does  here  prefent, 

Whoever  think  it  odd  ; 
In  him  thou  art  omnipotent, 

Thy  Husband  is  a  God. 
Jehovah's  ftrength  is  in  thy  Head^ 

Which  faith  may  boldly  fcan  y 
God  in  thy  nature  does  refrde, 

Thy  Husband  is  a  man. 
Thy  flefh  is  his,  his  Spirit  thine  *, 

And  that  you  both  are  one, 
One  body,  fpirit,  temple,  vine, 

Thy  Husband  deigns  to  own. 
Kind  he  affum'd  thy  flefh  and  blood 

This  union  to  purfue  ; 
And  without  fhame  his  brotherhood 

Thy  Husband  does  avow.     V 
He  bore  the  crofs  thy  crown  to  win, 

His  blood  he  freely  fpilt  5 
The  holy  One  affuming  fin, 

Thy  Husband  bore  the  guilt'. 
Lo  !  what  a  blefs'd  exchange  is  this  ? 

What  wifdom  fhines  therein  f 
That  thou  might/l  be  made  righteoufncfe 

Thy  Husband  was  made  Jin  #. 
The  God  of  joy  a  man  of  grief, 

Thy  forrows  to  difcufs  5 
Pure  innocence  hang'd  as  a  thief: 

Thy  Husband  lovM  thee  thus. 
Bright  beauty  had  his  vifage  marr'd 

His  comely  form  abus'd. 
True  reft  was  from  all  reft  debarred, 

Thy  Husband's  heel  was  bruis'd. 
The  God  of  bleflings  was  a  curfe, 

The  Lord  of  lords  a  drudge, 
The  heir  of  all  things  poor  in  purfe  %■ 

Thy  Husband  did  not  grudge. 

*  %  Cor.  v,  %u 
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The  Judge  of  all  condemned  was, 

The  God  immortal  flain  : 
No  favour,  in  thy  woful  caufe 

Thy  Husband  did  obtain. 

SECT.     VII. 

Christ's  Sufferings  further  improved;  and  Believers 
called  to  live  by  faith ,  both  when  they  have  and  want 
fenfible  influences. 

LOUD  praifes  fing,  without  furceafe, 
To  him  that  frankly  came, 
And  gave  his  foul  a  facrifice  ; 

Thy  Husband  was  the  Lamb. 
What  waken'd  vengeance  could  denounce, 

All  round  him  did  befet  •, 
And  never  left  his  foul,  till  once 

Thy  Husband  paid  the  debt. 
And  though  new^debt  thou  (till  contradt, 

And  run  in  deep  arrears  \ 
Yet  all  thy  burdens  on  his  back 

Thy  Husband  always  bears- 
Thy  Judge  will  ne'er  demand  of  thee 

Two  payments  for  one  debt ; 
Thee  with  one  vi£lim  wholly  free 

Thy-Husband  kindly  fet. 
That  no  grim  vengeance  might  thee  meet, 

Thy  Husband  met  with  all ; 
And,  that  thy  foul  might  drink  the  fweet, 

Thy  Husband  drank  the  gall. 
Full  breads  of  joy  he  loves  t' extend 

Like  to  a  kindly  nurfc  \ 
And,  that  thy  blifs  might  full  beguo'd, 

Thy  Husband  was  a  curie. 
Thy  fins  he  glu'd  unto  the  tree, 

His  blood  this  virtue  hath  ; 

I  For,  that  thy  heart  to  Gn  might  die, 
Thy  Husband  fuffer'd  death. 
1 
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To  purchafe  fully  all  thy  good, 

■All  evil  hirn  befel ; 
To  win  thy  heav'n  with  dreams  of  blood, 

Thy  Hufband  quenched  hell. 

That  this  kind  Days-man  in  one  band 

Might  God  and  man  betroth, 
He  on  both  parties  lays  his  hand, 

Thy  Hufband  pleafes  both. 

The  blood  that  could  ftern  juftice  pleafe, 

And  law-demands  fulfil, 
Can  alio  guilty  confcience  eafe  ; 

Thy  Hufband  clears  the  bill. 

Thy  higheft  glory  is  obtain'd 

By  his  abatement  deep; 
And  that  thy  tears  might  all  be  drain'd, 

Thy  Hufband  chofe  to  weep. 

His  bondage  all  thy  freedom  bought, 

He  ftoop'd  fo  lowly  down  ; 
His  grappling  all  thy  grandeur  brought^ 

Thy  Hufband's  crofs  thy  crown. 

Tisby  his  {hock  thy  fceptre  fways, 

His  warfare  ends  thy  Strife  ; 
His  poverty  thy  wealth  conveys, 

Thy  Hufband's  death  thy  life. 

Do  mortal  damps  invade  thy  heart, 

And  deadnefs  feize  thee  fore  ? 
Rejoice  in  this,  that  life  t'impart 

Thy  Hufband  has  in  ftore. 
And  when  new  life  imparted  feems 

EftahlinYd  as  a  rock, 
Bonft  in  the  fountain,  not  the  ftreams; 

Thy  Hufband  js  thy  ftock. 
The  II reams  may  take  a  various  turn, 

The  fountain  never  moves : 
Ceafe  then,  o'er  failing  ftreams  to  mourn. 

Thy  Hufband. thus  thee  proves. 
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That  glad  thou  mayft,  when  drops  are  gone, 

Joy  in  the  fpacious  fea  : 
When  incomes  fail,  then  itill  upon 

Thy  Hufband  keep  thine  eye. 
But  can't  thou  look,  nor  moan  thy  ftrait, 

So  dark's  the  difmal  hour  ? 
Yet,  as  thcu'rt  able,  cry  and  wait 

Thy  Huiband's  day  of  pow'r. 
Tell  him,  though  fin  prolong  the  term, 

Yet  love  can  fcarce  delay  : 
Thy  want,  his  promife,  all  affirm, 

Thy  Hufband  mult  not  (lay. 

SECT.     VIII. 

Christ  the  Believer's  enriching  Treafure. 

KIND  Jefus  lives,  thy  life  to  be 
Who  mak'ft  him  thy  refuge  ; 
And,  when  he  comes,  thou'lt  joy  to  fee 

Thy  Hufband  (hall  be  judge. 
Should  paffing  troubles  thee  annoy, 

Without,  within,  or  both  ? 
Since  endlefs  life  thou'lt  then  enjoy, 

Thy  Hufband  pled^'d  his  troth. 
What  won't  he,  even  in  time,  impart 

That's  for  thy  real  good  r 
He  gave  his  love,  he  gave  his  heart, 

Thy  Hufband  gave  his  blood. 
He  gives  himfelf,  and  what  fhould  more  ? 

What  can  he  then  refute  ? 
If  this  won't  pleafe  thee,  ah  !   how  fore 

Thy  Husband  doll  abuie  ! 
Earth's  fruit,  heav'n's  dew  he  won't  deny, 

Whofe  eyes  thy  need  behold  ; 
under  or  above  the  iky 
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Dofl  loffes  grieve  ?  Since  all  is  thine, 

What  lofs  can  thee  befal  ? 
All  things  for  good  to  thee  combine  *, 

Thy  Hufband  orders  all. 
Thou'rt  not  put  off  with  barren  leaves, 

Or  dung  of  earthly  pelf ; 
More  wealth  than  heaven  and  earth  he  gives, 

Thy  Hufband's  thine  himfelf. 
Thou  haft  enough  to  ftay  thy  plaint, 

Elfe  thou  complain'ft  of  eafe  ; 
For,  having  all,  don't  fpeak  of  want, 

Thy  Hufband  may  fuffice. 
From  this  thy  ftore,  believing,  take 

Wealth  to  the  utmoft  pitch : 
The  gold  of  Ophir  cannot  make, 

Thy  Hufband  makes  thee  rich. 
Some  flying  gains  acquire  by  pains, 

And  fome  by  plundering  toil  ; 
Such  treafure  fades,  but  thine  remains, 

Thy  Hufband's  cannot  fpoil. 

SECT.     IX. 

Christ  the  Believer's  adorning  Garment* 

YEA,  thou  exceH'ft  in  rich  attire 
The  lamp  that  lights  the  globe  ; 
Thy  fparkling  garment  heav'ns  admire, 
,   Thy  Hufband  is  thy  robe. 
This  raiment  never  waxes  old, 
5Tis  always  new  and  clean  ; 
From  fummer-heat,  and  winter-cold, 

Thy  Hufband  can  thee  fcreen. 
All' who  the  name  of  worthies  bore, 

Since  Adam  was  undreft, 
No  worth  acquired,  but  as  they  wore 
Thy  Husband's  purple  veil, 

*  Rom.  viii.  z8. 
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This  linen  fine  can  beautify 

The  foul  with  fin  begirt : 
O  blefs  his  name  that  e'er  on  thee 

Thy  Husband  fprea  i  his  Ikirt. 

Are  dunghills  deck'd  with  flow'ry  glore, 

Which  Solomon's  outvie  ? 
Sure  thine  is  infinitely  more, 

Thy  Husband  decks  the  fky. 

Thy  hands  could  never  work  the  drefs, 

By  grace  alone  thou'rt  gay ; 
Grace  vents  and  reigns  thro' righteoufnefs, 

Thy  Husband's  bright  array. 

To  fpin  thy  robe  no  more  dofl  need 

Than  lilies  toil  for  theirs  ; 
Out  of  his  bowels  ev'ry  thread 

Thy  Husband  thine  prepares. 

SECT.     X. 

Christ  the  Believer's fweet  NourjJbmenU 

HTHY  food,  conform  to  thine  array 
■*-       Is  heav'nly  and  divine  *, 
On  paftures  green,  where  angels  playy 

Thy  Husband  feeds  thee  fine. 
Angelic  food  may  make  thee  fair, 

And  look  with  chearful  face  ; 
The  bread  of  life,   the  double  (hare, 

Thy  Husband's  love  and  grace. 

"What  can  he  give  or  thou  defire, 
More  than  his  flefh  and  blood  ? 
Let  angels  wonder,  faints  admire, 

Thy  Husband  i:>  thy  food. 
Hir  fiefli  the  on  bears 

•••ling  flows; 
His  blood  thi 

id  both  b>i  1 
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Th'  incarnate  God  a  facrifice 

To  turn  the  wrathful  tide, 
Is  food  for  faith;  that  may  fuffice 

Thy  Hufband's  guihy  bride. 

This  itrength'ning  food  may  fit  and  fence 

For  work  and  war  to  come  ; 
Till  thio'  the  croud,  fome  moments  hence, 

Thy  Husband  bring  thee  home. 

Where  plenteous  feaiting  will  fucceed 

To  fcanty  feeding  here  : 
And  joyful  at  the  table-head 

Thy  Husband  fair  appear. 

The  crumbs  to  banquets  will  give  place 

And  drops  to  rivers  new  : 
While  heart  and  eye  will  face  to  face 

Thy  Husband  ever  view. 

CHAR     II. 

Containing  the  Marks  and  Characters 
of  the  Believer  in  C  h  r  i  s  t  ;  together  with 
fome  farther  privileges  and  grounds  of  com- 
fort to  the  Saints, 

SECT.     I. 

Doubting  Believers  called  to  examine >  by  marks  drawn 
from  their  love  to  him  and  his  prefencey  their  view  of 
his  glory  i   and  their  being  emptied  of  f elf  right eoufne/s^ 

&c. 

GOOD  news !  but,  fays  the  drooping  bride, 
Aii !  what's  all  this  to  me  ? 
Thou  cloubtit  thy  right  when  fhadows  hide 

Thy  Husband's  face  from  thee. 
Through  fin  and  guilt  thy  fpirit  faints, 

And  trembling  fears  thy  fate; 
But  harbour  not  thy  grodndlefs  plaints, 
Thy  Husband's  advent  wait. 
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Thou  fob'ft,  cc  O  were  I  fare  he's  mine, 

This  would  give  glad'ning  eafe  j" 
And  fayft,   Lho'  wants  and  wues  combine, 

Thy  Husband  would  thee  plcufe. 
But  up  and  down,  and  feldom  clear, 

Inclos'd  with  hellifh  routs; 
Yet  yield  thou  not,  nor  toner  fear: 

Thy  Husband  hates  thy  doubts. 

Thy  cries  and  tears  may  flighted  feem, 

And  barr'd  from  prcfent     ifc; 
Yet  blame .  thyieif,  but  never  dream 

Thy  Husband's  ill  to  pleafe. 

Thy  jealous  unbelieving  heart 

Still  droops,  and  knows  nor  why  ; 
Then  prove  thyfeif  to  eafe  thy  fmart, 

Thy  Husband  bids  thee  try. 
The  foil' wing  queitions  put  to  thee, 

As  fcripture- marks,  may  tell 
And  (hew  whate'er  thy  failings  be, 

Thy  Husband  loves  thee  well. 

Marks. 

ART  thou  content  when  he's  away  f 
Can  earth  allay  thy  pants? 
If  confeience  witnefs,  won't  it  fay, 

Thy  Husband's  all  thou  wants  ? 
When  he  is  neary  (though  in  a  crofs), 

And  thee  with  comfort  feeds; 
Doit  thou  not  count  the  earth  as  drofs, 

Thy  Husband  all  thou  needs  ? 
In  duties  art  thou  pleas'd  or  pain'd, 

When  far  he's  out  of  view  } 
And  finding  him,  think'il  all  regained,  . 

Thy  Husband  always  new. 

Tho'once  thou  thoagWft,  while  Sinai  mift 
knefs  compafs'd  x]\>~, 

be. 
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Ytft  know'ft  thou  not  a  fairer  place, 

Of  which  it  may  be  told, 
That  there  the  glory  of  his  grace, 

Thy  Husband  did  unfold  ? 

Where  heav'nly  beams  inflam'd  thy  foul, 

And  love's  feraphic  art, 
With  hallelujahs,  did  extol 

Thy  Husband  in  thy  heart. 
Couldfl  then  have  wifti'd  all  Adam's  race 

Had  join'd  with  thee  to  gaze ; 
That  viewing  fond  his  comely  face, 

Thy  Husband  might  get  praife  ? 
Art  thou  disjoin'd  from  other  lords  ? 

Divorc'd  from  fed'ral  laws  ? 
While  with  mod  loving  gofpel  cord$ 

Thy  Husband  kindly  draws  ? 
AVt  thou  enlighten'd  now  to  fee 

Thy  righteoufnefs  is  naught 
Bjut  rags  #,  that  cannot  cover  thee  ? 

Thy  Husband  fo  has  taught. 
Doft  fee  thy  bed  performances 

Deferve  but  hell  indeed  ? 
And  hence  art  led,  renouncing  thefe, 

Thy  Husband's  blood  to  plead  ? 
When  ftr^ngthen'd  boldly  to  addrefs 

That  gracious  throne  of  his, 
Doft  find  thy  ftrength  and  righteoufnefs, 

Thy  Husband  only  is  ? 
Canft  thou  thy  moft  exalted  frame 

Renounce,  as  with'ring  grafs, 
And  firmly  hold  thine  only  claim, 

Thy  Husband's  worthinefs, 

Canft  pray  with  utmoft  holy  fpith, 

And  yet  renounce  thy  good  ? 
And  wafh,  not  with  thy  tears,  but  with 

Thy  Husband's  precious  blood  ? 

*  Jfa.  Jbciv.  6.  f  Vigour  or  ftrength. 
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S  E  C  T.     II.       , 

Believers  defcri  bed  from  their  Faith  atling  by  divine  aid, 
andfieeing  quite  cut  of  themj  elves  to  Christ. 

jT^A  AN  nothing  left  thy  confcience  eafe, 
\^j      And  pleafe  thy  heart  \  no  iefs 
Than  that  which  juftice  fatisfies, 
Thy  Hufband's  righteoufnefs  ? 

Doft  fee  thy  works  fo  ftain'd  with  fin, 

That  thou  through  grace  art  mov'd 
To  feek  acceptance  only  in 

Thy  Hufband,  the  Belov'd  i 
Doft  thou  remind,  that  once  a  day 
*      Free  grace  did  ftrengthen  thee, 
To  gift  thy  guilty  foul  away, 

Thy  Hufband's  bride  to  be  ? 

Or  doft  thou  mind  the  day  of  pow'r, 

Wherein  he  broke  thy  pride, 
And  gaiiiM  thy  heart  ?  O  happy  hour  ! 

Thy  Hufband  caught  the  bride ! 

He  did  thy  enmity  fubdue, 

Thy  bondage  fad  recal, 
Made  thee  to  choofe,  and  clofe  purfue 

Thy  Hufband  as  thy  all. 

What  reft,  and  peace,  and  joy  enfu'd 

Upon  this  noble  choice  i 
Thy  heart,  with  flow'rs  of  pleafure  ftrew'd, 

Thy  Hufband  made  rejoice. 

Doft  know  thou  ne'er  couldft  him  embrace, 

Till  he  embraced  thee  ? 
Nor  ever  fee  him,  till  his  face 

Thy  Huiband  open'd  free  ? 
And  findeft  to  this  very  hour, 

That  this  is  (till  the  charm; 
Thou  canft  do  nothing,  till  with  pow'r 

Thy  Hufband  fhew  his  arm  ? 
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Canft  thou  do  nought  by  nature,  art, 

Or  any  Itrength  of  thine, 
Until  thy  wicked  froward  heait 

Thy  Husband  (hall  incline. 
But  art  thou?  though  without  a  wing 

Of  pow'r  aloft  to  flee, 
Yet  able  to  do  ev'iy  thing, 

Thy  Husband  ftrength'ning  thee  ? 
Doft  not  alone  at  duties  fork  *, 

But  foreign  aid  enjoy  ? 
And  ftill  in  ev'ry  piece  of  work 

Thy  Husband's  itrength  employ  ? 
Thy  motion  heav'nly  is  indeed, 

While  thou  by  faith  doft  move 
And  ftill  in  ev'ry  time  of  need 

Thy  Husband's  grace  improve. 

No  common  nat'ral  faith  can  {hew 

Its  divine  brood  like  this ; 
Whofe  object,  author,  feeder  too, 

Thy  Husband  only  is. 

Doft  thou  by  faith  on  him  rely  ? 

On  him,  not  on  thy  faith  ? 
If  faith  fhall  with  its  obj^cT:  vie, 

Thy  Husband's  fet  beneath. 

Their  hands  receiving  faculty 

Poor  beggars  never  view ; 
But  hold  the  royal  gift  in  eye : 

Thy  Husband  fo  wilt  thou. 

Faith,  like  a  gazing  eye  ne'er  wait* 

To  bo  lit  in  feeing  pow'rs; 
Its  objeel  views,  itfelf  forgets  \ 

Thy  Husband  it  adores. 

It  humbly  ftill  itfelf  denies, 

Nor  brags  its  a£ts  at  all ; 
Deep  plung'd  into  its  objeel:  lies, 

Thy  Husband  is  its  all. 

*  Labour,  wrefdc,  or  toil. 
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No  ftrength  but  his  it  has,  and  vaunts, 

No  ftore  but  his  can  fhow  : 
Hence  nothing  has,  yet  nothing  wants, 

Thy  Husband  trains  it  fo. 
Faith,  of  its  own,  no  might  can  fhew, 

Elfe  would  itfelf  deftroy  j 
But  will  for  all  it  has  to  do, 

ThyJIusband  ftill  employ. 

Self-faviours  none  could  ever  be 

By  faith  or  grace  of  theirs  ; 
Their  fruitlefs  toil,  fo  high  that  flee, 

Thy  Husband's  praifc  impairs. 
The  feemingly  devoiiteft  deed, 

That  would  with  (hamelefs  brow 
His  faving  trade  take  o'er  his  head, 

Thy  Husband  won't  allow. 

Doft  therefore  thou  to  him  alone 

Commit  thy  finful  foul? 
Knowing  of  thy  falvation 

Thy  Husband  is  the  whole  ? 

SECT.     III. 

Believers  characferifed  by  the  objects  and  purity  of  their 
defire,  delight,  joy,  hatred,  and  love,  difcoverin^  they 
have  the  Spirit  of  C  H  R 1  s  T . 

DOST  thou  his  Spirit's  conduct  wait? 
And,  when  compai'd  to  this, 
All  worldly  wifdom  under-rate  ? 

Thy  Husband  waits  to  blefs. 
Tak'ft  thou  his  Spirit  for  thy  guide 

Through  Baca's  valley 
Whofe  ftreams  of  influences  glide 

Thy  Husband's  garden  by? 
In  digging  wells  here  by  his  pow'r, 

Doft  find  it  not  in  vain, 
While  here  a  drop,  and  there  a  (how** 

Thy  Husband  makes  to  rail 
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Hence  doft  thou  through  each  weary  cafe 

From  ftrength  to  ftrength  go  on, 
From  faith  to  faith,  while  grace  for  grace 

Thy  Hufb^nd  gives  anon  ? 

The  good,  the  gracious  work  begun, 

And  further'd  by  his  ftrength, 
Shall  profp'rous,  though  with  wreftling,  win 

Thy  Hufband's  crown  at  length. 

Sin's  pow'r  and  prefence  canft  thou  own 

Is  thy  moft  grievous  fmart, 
That  makes  thee  fob,  and  weep  alone  ? 

Thy  Husband  knows  thy  heart. 

Does  love  to  him  make  thee  diftafte 

Thy  luft  with  all  their  charms  ? 
And  moft  them  loath'ft,  when  moft  thou  haft 

Thy  Husband  in  thine  arms  ? 

Are  cords  of  love  the  fweeteft  ties 

To  bind  thee  duty-ways  ? 
And  beft  thou  ferv'ft  when  moft  thou  fpie$ 

Thy  Husband's  beauteous  rays  ? 

Didft  ever  thou  thy  pardon  read 

In  tears  of  untold  joy  ? 
When  mercy  made  thy  heart  to  bleed. 

Thy  Husband  was  not  coy. 

Do  pardons  fweetly  melt  thy  heart  ? 

And  moft  imbitter  fin  ? 
And  make  thee  long  with  drofs  to  part. 

Thy  Husband's  throne  to  win? 

When  he  arifes  luft  to  kill, 

Corruptions  to  deftroy, 
Does  gladnefs  then  thy  fpirit  fill  ? 

Thy  Husband  is  thy  joy. 

Doft  thou  his  perfon  fair  embrace 

Beyond  his  bleflings  all? 
Sure,  then,  thou  boldly  mayft  through  grace 

Thy  Husband  Jesus  call. 
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What  company  doft  thou  prefer  ? 

What  friends  above  the  reft  ? 
Of  all  relations  every  where, 

Thy  Husband  is  the  beft. 
Whom  in  the  earth  or  heav'n  doll  thou 

Mod  ardently  defire  ? 
Is  love's  afc  ending  fpark  unto 

Thy  Husband  fet  on  fire  ? 
Haft  thou  a  hatred  to  his  foes, 

And  doft  their  courfe  decline  ? 
Lov'ft  thou  his  faints,  and  dar'ft  fuppofe 

Thy  Husband's  friends  are  thine  ? 
Doft  thou  their  talk  and  walk  efteem, 

When  moft  divinely  grave  ? 
And  favour'ft  beft  when  moft  they  feem 

Thy  Husband's  Sp'rit  to  have  ? 

SECT.     IV. 

Believers  in  Christ  off  eel  his  coun/elt  word%ordinances% 
appearance )  full  enjoyment  in  heaven ,  andfiueetprejence 
here. 

WHERE  go'ft  thou  firft  when  in  a  ftraif, 
Or  when  with  grief  oppreft  ? 
Fleeft  thou  to  him  ?  O  happy  gate  ! 

Thy  Husband  is  thy  reft. 
His  counfel  feek'ft  thou  ftill  prepar'd, 

Nor  canft  without  him  live  ? 
Wifdom  to  guide,  and  ftrength  to  guard, 

Thy  Husband  hath  to  give* 
Canft  thou  produce  no  pleafant  pawn, 

Or  token  of  his  love  ? 
Won't  fignets,  bracelets,  from  his  hand, 

Thy  Husband's  kindnefs  prove  ? 
Mind'ft  when  he  fent  his  healing  word, 

Which  darting  from  on  high, 
Did  light,  and  life,  and  joy  afford  ? 

Thy  Husband  then  was  nigh. 
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Canft  thou  the  promife  fweet  forget, 

He  dropt  into  thy  heart  ? 
Such  glad'ning  pow*r,  and  love  with  it, 

Thy  Husband  did  impart. 

Doft  thou  affe£fc  his  dwelling-place, 

And  mak'ft  rt  thy  repair  $ 
Becaufe  thine  eyes  have  feen,  through  grace* 

Thy  Husband's  glory  there  ? 
Doft  love  his  great  appearing  day, 

,  And  thereon  mufe  with  joy ; 
When  dufky  (hades  will  fly  away, 

Thy  Husband  death  deftroy  ?_ 
Doft  long  to  fee  his  glorious  face 

Within  the  higher  orb, 
Where  humid  forrows  lofing  place, 

Thy  Husband's  rays  abforb  ? 
Long'il  to  be  free  of  ev'ry  fault, 

To  bid  all  fin  adieu  ? 
And  mount  the  hill,  where  glad  thou  (halt 

Thy  Husband's  glory  view  ? 

Life  where  it  lives,  Jove  where  it  loves,. 

Will  moil  defire  to  be  : 
Such  love-fick  longing  plainly  proves 

Thy  Husband's  love  to  thee. 

What  is  it  bed  can  eafe  thy  plaint, 

Spread  morning  o'er  thine  ev'n  ? 
Is  his  approach  thy  heart's  content, 

Thy  Husband's  prefence  heav'n  t 

And  when  deny'd  this  fweet  relief, 

Canft  thouaffert  full  well, 
His  hiding  is  thy  greateft  grief, 

Thy  Husband's  abfence  hell  ? 

Let  thy  experience  be  difclos'd  5 

If  confcience  anfwer  Yea 
To  all  the  queries  here  proposed* 

Thy  Husband's  thine  for  ay* 
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Pertain  thefe  characters  to  thee  ? 

Then,  foul,  begin  and  praife 
His  glorious  worthy  name,  for  he 

Thy  Husband  is  always, 

SECT.     V. 

The  True  Believer  s  humility,  dependence^  zeal,  growth^ 
admiration  of  free  grace,  and  knowledge  of  ChristV 
voice, 

PERHAPS  a  faint  may  figh  and  fay, 
"  I  fear  I'm  yet  to  learn 
11  Thefe  marks  of  marriage  love."     Yet  flay, 

Thy  Husband's  bowels  yearn. 
Though  darknefs  may  the  light  obfcure, 

And  dorms  furmount  thy  calms. 
Day  yield  to  night,  and  thou  be  poor, 

Thy  Husband  yet  has  alms. 
Doft  fee  thyfelf  an  empty  brat, 

A  poor  unworthy  thing, 
With  heart  upon  the  dull  laid  flat  ! 

Thy  Husband  there  does  reign. 
Art  in  thine  own  efteem  a  bead, 

And  dolt  thyfelf  abhor  ? 
The  more  thou  haft  of  felf-diftafte, 

Thy  Husband  loves  thee  more. 
Can  hell  breed  no  fuch  wicked  elf, 

As  thou  in  thine  own  fight  ? 
Thou'it  got,  to  fee  thy  filthy  felf, 

Thy  Hsband's  purefl  light. 
Canft  find  no  names  fo  black,  fo  vile, 

With  which  thou  would'ft  compare, 
J     But  call'ft  thyfelf  a  lump  of  hell  ? 

Thy  Husband  calls  thee  fair 
When  his  kind  vifits  make  thee  fee 

He's  precious,  thou  art  vile, 
Then  mark  the  hand  of  God  with  thee, 

Thy  Husband  gives  a  fmile, 
I  2 
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He  knows  what  vifits  fuit  thy  ftate, 

And  though  moft  rare  they  be, 
It  fets  thee  well  on  him  to  wait, 

Thy  Husband  waits  on  thee. 

Doft  fee  thou  art  both  poor  and  weak, 

And  he  both  full  and  ftrong  ? 
G  don't  his  kind  delays  miftake, 

Thy  Husband  comes  ere  long. 
Though  during  Sinai's  ftormy  day, 

Thou  dread'ft  the  difmal  blaft, 
And  fears  thou  art  a  caft-away, 

Thy  Husband  comes  at  laft. 

The  glorious  Sun  will  rife  apace, 

And  fpread  his  healing  wings, 
In  fparkling  pomp  of  fov'reign  grace, 

Thy  Husband  gladnefs  brings. 
Canft  thou,  whate'er  mould  come  of  thee, 

Yet  wifh  his  Zion  well, 
And  joy  in  her  profperity  ? 

Thy  Husband  loves  thy  zeal. 
Doft  thou  admire  his  love  to  fome, 

Though  thoulhouldft  never  fhare? 
Mercy  to  thee  will  alfo  come, 

Thy  Husband  hath  to  fpare. 
Poor  foul !  doft  grieve  for  want  of  grace, 

And  weep  for  want  of  love, 
And  jefus  feek'ft  !  O  hopeful  cafe ! 

Thy  Husband  lives  above. 
Regretting  much  thy  falling  fhort, 

Doft  after  more  afpire  ? 
There's  hope  in  Ifrael  for  thy  fort, 

Thy  Husband's  thy  defire. 
Art  thou  well  pleas'd  that  fov*f eign  gracf , 

Through  Chi  ift,  exalted  be  ? 
This  frame  denotes  no  hopelefs  cafe. 

Thy  Husband's  pleas'd  with  thee. 
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Couldft  love  to  be  the  footftool  low, 

On  which  his  throne  might  rife, 
Its  pompous  grace  around  to  (how  ? 

Thy  Husband  does  thee  prize. 
If  but  a  glance  of  his  fair  face 

Can  cheer  thee  more  than  wine  ; 
Thou  in  his  loving  heart  haft  place, 

Thy  Husband  place  in  thine. 
Doft  make  his  blood  thy  daily  bath? 

His  word  and  oath  thy  ftay  ? 
His  law  of  love  thy  lightfome  path  ? 

Thy  Husband  is  thy  way. 
All  things  within  earth's  fpacious  womb 

Doft  count  but  lofs  and  clung, 
For  one  fweet  word  in  feaibn  from 

Thy  Husband's  learned  tongue  ? 
Skill  to  difcern  and  know  his  voice, 

From  words  of  wit  and  art 
Will  clearly  prove  thoi^  art  his  choice, 

Thy  Husband  thine  in  heart. 
The  pompous  words  that  fops  admire, 

May  vagrant  fancy  fealty 
But  with  feraphic  harmlefs  fire 

Thy  Husband's  burn  the  bread. 

SECT.     VI. 

True  Believers  are  willing  to  be  tried  and  examined.  Com- 
forts arifing  to  them  from  Christ's  ready  fuppijy  real 
fympathy}  and  relieving  names,  Jutting  their  meds. 

DOST  thou  upon  thy  trait'rojjs  heart 
Still  keep  a  jealous  eye  ? 
Molt  willing  that  thine  inward  part 

Thy  Husband  frricrly  try  ? 
The  thieving  croud  will  hate  the  light, 

Left  ftoPn  effeds  be  (hown  3 
But  truth  defires  what's  wrong  or  right 
Thy  Hu&badd  would  make  known, 
*  3 
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Dofl  then  his  trying  word  await, 

His  fearching  doctrine  love  ? 
Fond,  left  thou  err  through  felf  deceit, 

Thy  Hufband  would  thee  prove  ? 
Does  oft  thy  mind  with  inward  fmart 

Bewail  thy  unbelief? 
And  confcious  fue  from  plagues  of  heart 

Thy  Hufband  for  relief? 
Why  doubt'fl:  his  love  ?  and  yet,  behold, 

With  him  thou  would'ft  not  part 
For  thoufand  thoufand  earths  of  gold  ; 

Thy  Hufband  has  thy  heart. 
Though  darknefs,  deadnefs,  unbelief, 

May  all  thy  foul  attend  \ 
Light,  life,  and  faith's  mature  relief, 

Thy  Hufband  has  to  fend. 
Of  wants  annoying,  why  complain  ? 

Supply  arifes  hence ; 
What  gifts  he  has  received  for  men  *, 

Thy  Hufband  will  difpenfe. 
He  got  them  in's  exalted  ftate 

For  rebels  fuch  as  thou ; 
All  then  that's  needful  good,  or  great. 

Thy  Hufband  will  allow. 
Thy  wants  he  fees,  thy  cries  he  hears; 

And,  marking  all  thy  moans, 
He  in  his  bottle  keeps  thy  tears, 

Thy  Hufband  notes  thy  groans. 
AH  thine  infirmities  him  touch, 

They  ftrike  his  feeling  heart ; 
His  kindly  fympathy  is  fuch, 

Thy  Husband  finds  the  fmart* 
Whatever  touches  thee  affects 

The  apple  of  his  eye  ; 
Whatever  harms  he  therefore  checks, 

Thy  Hufband's  aid  is  nigh. 

*  Pfal.  lxviii.  18. 
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If  foes  are  fpar'd,  thy  need  is  fuch, 

He  flays  them  but  in  part : 
He  can  do  all,  and  will  do  much, 

Thy  Hufband  acts  by  art. 
He  often  for  the  fad  deft  hour 

Referves  the  fweeteft  aid  : 
See  how  fuch  banners  heretofore 

Thy  Husband  has  difplay'd. 
Mind  where  he  vouched  his  good-will, 

Sometimes  at  Hermon  #  mount, 
In  Jordan  land,  at  Mizar  hill ; 

Thy  Husband  keeps  the  count. 
At  fundry  times  and  divers  ways, 

To  fuit  thy  various  frames, 
Haft  feen  like  rifing  golden  rays, 

Thy  Husband's  various  names. 
When  guilty  confcience  ghaitly  ftar'd, 

Jehovah-tsidkenh  f, 
The  Lord  thy  righteoufnefs  appear'd, 

Thy  Husband  in  thy  view. 
When  in  thy  ftraits  or  wants  extreme, 

Help  faii'd  on  ev'ry  fide, 
Jehovah-jirahJ  was  his  name, 

Thy  Husband  did  provide. 
When  thy  long  abfent  Lord  didft  moan, 

And  to  his  courts  repair; 
Then  was  Jehovah-sha  mm  ah  |j  known, 

Thy  Husband  prefent  there. 
When  thy  affaulting  foes  appear'd 

In  robes  of  terror  clad, 
Jehovah-nissi  §  then  was  rearM, 

Thy  Husband's  banner  fpread. 
When  furies  arm'd  with  frightening  guilt, 

Dunn'd  war  without  furcijafe  ; 
Jehovah-shalom  f  then  was  built, 

Thy  Husband  fent  thee  pea 

* 'Hal.  *lif;  6.  f  Jer.  xxiii.  (,  j  Gen.  xxii.  x4. 

\     eek,  xlvm.  3S.         5  Exod.  xvii.  y,         r  judg.vi.  5*. 

1   4 
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When  thy  difeafes  death  proclaim'd, 

And  creature-balfamsfaiPd, 
jEHOVAH-ROPHi#then  wasbuilt; 

Thy  Hufband  kindly  heaPd. 
Thus,  as  thy  various  needs  require, 

In  various  modes  like  thefe, 
The  help  that  fuits  thy  heart's  defire, 

Thy  Husband's  name  conveys. 
To  th'  little  flock>  as  cafes  vary, 

The  great  Jehovah  (hews 
Himfelf  a  little  /ancillary  f> 

Thy  Hufband  gives  the  views. 

SECT.     VIL 

The  Believer's  experience  ^Christ's  comfortable  pre^ 
Jence^  or  of  former  comforts  to  be  improved  for  his  en«* 
couragement  and  Jupport  under  darknefs  and  hidings. 

DOST  mind  the  place,  the  fpot  of  land, 
Where  Jefus  did  thee  meet  ? 
And  how  he  got  thy  heart  and  hand  ? 
Thy  Hufband  then  was  fweet. 

Doll  mind  the  garden,  chamber,  bank, 

A  vale  of  vifion  feem'd  ? 
Thy  joy  was  full,  thy  heart  was  frank, 

Thy  Husband  much  efteem'd. 

Let  thy  experience  fweet  declare, 

If  able  to  remind  ; 
A  Bochim  here,  a  Bethel  there, 

Thy  Husband  made  thee  find. 
Was  fuch  a  corner,  fuch  a  place, 

A  paradife  to  thee, 
A  Peniel,  where  face  to  face 

Thy  Hufband  fair  didft  fee  ? 


*,Exod.  xv.  36.  i  Eaek.  xi.  %&. 
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There  did  he  clear  thy  cloudy  caufe, 

Thy  doubts  and  fears  deitroy  •, 
And  on  thy  fpirit  feal'd  he  was 

Thy  Husband  with  great  joy  ? 
Couldft  thou  have  faid  it  boldly  then, 

And  feal'd  it  with  thy  blood  1 
Yea,  welcome  death  with  pleafure,  when 

Thy  Husband  by  thee  flood  ? 
That  earth  again  fhould  thee  infhare, 

O  how  thy  heart  was  pain'd  ! 
For  all  its  fading  glory  there 

Thy  Husband's  beauty  ftaih'd. 
The  thoughts  of  living  more  in  fin 

Were  then  like  hell  to  thee  ; 
The  life  of  heav'n  did  thus  begin, 

Thy  Husband  fet  thee  free. 

Whate'er  thou  foundfi  him  at  thy  beft, 

He's  at  thy  worit  the  fame  j 
And  in  his  love  luill  ever  rejl% 

Thy  Husband  holds  his  claim. 
Let  faith  thefe  vifits  keep  in  (lore, 

Though  fenfe  the  pleafure  mifs ; 
The  God  of  Bethel,  as  before, 

Thy  Husband  always  is. 

In  meas'ring  his  approaches  kind, 

And  timing  his  defcents  ; 
In  free  and  fov'reign  ways  thou'lt  find 

Thy  Husband  thee  prevents. 

Prefcribe  not  to  him  in  thy  heart, 

He's  infinitely  wife. 
How  oft  he  throws  his  loving  dart, 

Thy  Husband  does  furprife. 
Perhaps  a  fudden  gale  thee  bleit, 

While  walking  in  thy  10  t  I, 
Or  on  a  journey,  e'er  thou  wilt, 

Tl  y  Husband  iook'd  thee  broad. 


130  Gospel  Sonnets.  Part II. 

Thus  was  the  eunuch  fam'd  (his  ftage 

A  riding  on  the  way, 
As  he  revolv'd  the  facred  page  *)• 

Thy  Husband's  happy  prey. 
In  hearing,  reading,  finging,  pray'r, 

When  darknefs  compafs'd  thee, 
Thou  foundft,  or  e'er  thou  waft  aware, 

Thy  Husband's  light'ning  free* 
Of  heav'nly  gales  don't  meanly  think : 

For,  though  thy  foul  complains, 
They're  but  a  fhort  and  paffing  blink ; 

Thy  Husband's  love  remains. 

Think  not,  though  breezes  hafte  away, 

Thou  doft  his  favour  lofe  ; 
But  learn  to  know  his  fov'reign  way 

Thy  Husband  comes  and  goes. 

Don't  fay  he's  gone  for  ever,  though 

His  vifits  he  adjourn  -9 
For  yet  a  little  while,  and  lo, 

Thy  Husband  will  return. 
In  worfhip  focial,  or  retir'd, 

Doft  thou  his  ab fence  wail? 
"Wait  at  his  fhore,  and  be  not  feared, 

Thy  Husband's  {hip's  a-fail. 

Yea,  though  in  duties  fenfe  may  mifs 

Thy  foul's  beloved  One ; 
Yet  do  not  faint,  for  never  is 

Thy  Husband  wholly  gone. 

Though  Satan,  fin,  earth,  hell  at  once, 

Would  thee  of  joy  bereave: 
Mind  what  he  faid,  he  won't  renounce^ 

Thy  Husband  will  not  leave. 

Though  foes  affail,  and  friendfhip  fail, 

Thou  haft  a  friend  at  court : 
The  gates  of  hell  fhall  ne'er  prevail, 

Thy  Husband  is  thy  fort. 

*  A*5b  viii.  37 — 39, 
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SEC  T.     VIII. 

Comfort  to  Believers  from  the  Jl ability  oftbepromifij  not- 
nvithjlanding  heavy  cknjiijements  for  fui. 

T^AKE  well  howe'er  kind  Wifdom  may 
■*-       Difpofe  thy  prefent  lot ; 
Tho'  heav'n  and  earth  fnould  pafs  away, 

Thy  Hufband's  love  will  not. 
All  needful  help  he  will  afford, 

Thou  haft  his  vow  and  oath  j 
And  once  to  violate  his  word 

Thy  Hufband  will  be  loth. 

To  fire  and  floods  with  thee  he'll  down, 

His  promife  this  infures, 
Whofe  credit  cannot  burn  nor  drown : 

Thy  Hufband's  truth  endures. 
Doft  thou  no  more  his  word  believe. 

As  mortal  man's,  forfooth  ? 
O  do  not  thus  his  Spirit  grieve, 

Thy  Hufband  is  the  Truth. 

Though  thou  both  wicked  art  and  weak, 

His  word  he'll  never  rue  •> 
Though  heav'n  and  earth  fhould  blend  and  break, 

Thy  Hufband  will  be  true. 
Fit  never  leave  thee  *,  is  his  vow  j 

If  Truth  has  faid  the  word. 
While  Truth  is  truth,  this  word  is  true, 

Thy  Hufband  is  the  Lord. 
Thy  covenant  of  duties  may 

Prove  daily  mod  unfure  : 
His  covenant  of  grace  for  ay 

Thy  Hufband  does  fecure. 
Doft  thou  to  him  thy  promife  break 

And  fear  lie  break  to  thee  ? 
Nay,  not  thy  thoufand  crimes  can  make 

Thy  Hufband  once  to  lie. 

#  Heb.  xiii,  5. 
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He  viftt  will  thy  fins  whhJlro\es% 

And  lift  his  heavy  hand  % 
But  never  once  his  word  revokes, 

Thy  Husband's  truth  will  (land. 

Then  dream  not  he  is  chang'd  in  love, 

When  thou  art  chang'd  in  frame  ; 
Thou  mayft  by  turns  unnumber'd  move, 

Thy  Husband's  ay  the  fame. 

He  for  thy  follies  may  thee  bind 

With  cords  of  great  diftrefs  ; 
To  make  thee  moan  thy  fins,  and  mind 

Thy  Husband's  holinefs. 
By  wounds  he  makes  thee  feek  his  cure, 

By  frowns  his  favour  prize  \ 
By  falls  affrighting,  (land  more  fure, 

Thy  Husband  is  fo  wife. 

Proud  Peter  in  the  dirt  of  vice 

Fell  down  exceeding  low ; 
His  tow'ring  pride,  by  tumbling  thrice, 

Thy  Husband  cured  fo. 
Before  he  fuffer  prid6  that  fwells, 

He^ll  drag  thee  through  the  mire 
Of  fins,  temptations,  little  hells  \ 

Thy  Husband  faves  by  fire. 

He  in  affli&ion's  mortar  may 

Squeeze  out  old  Adam's  juice, 
Till  thou  return  to  him,  and  fay, 

Thy  Husband  is  thy  choice. 
Fierce  billows  may  thy  veflel  tofs, 

And  croffes  curfes  feem ; 
But  that  the  curfe  has  fled  the  crofs, 

Thy  Husband  bids  thee  deem. 

Conclude  not  he  in  wrath  difowns, 

When  trouble  thee  furrounds ; 
Tliefe  are  his  favourable  frowns, 

Thy  Husband's  healing  wounds, 
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Yea,  when  he  gives  the  deeped  la(h, 

Love  leads  the  wounding  hand  : 
His  ftroke,  when  fin  has  got  a  dafh, 

Thy  Husband  will  remand. 


SECT.    IX. 

Comfort  to  Believers,  in  Chris tV  relations,  in  his  dying 
love,  his  glory  in  heaven,  to  which  he  will  lead  them 
through  death)  and  fupply  with  all  neceffaries  by  the 
way. 

BEHOLD  the  patrimony  broad 
That  falls  to  thee  by  line  ; 
In  him  thou  art  an  heir  of  God, 
Thy  Husband's  Father's  thine. 
He  is  of  relatives  a  ftore, 

Thy  Friend  will  help  in  thrall : 
Thy  Brother  much,  thy  Father  more, 
Thy  Husband  mod  of  all. 

AW  thefe  he  does  amafs  and  (hare, 

In  ways  that  mod  excel : 
'Mong  all  the  husbands  ever  were, 

Thy  Husband  bears  the  bell. 

Whence  run  the  dreams  of  all  thy  good, 

But  from  his  pierced  fide ; 
"With  liquid  gold  of  precious  blood 

Thy  Husband  bought  his  bride. 

His  blood  abundant  value  bore, 

To  make  his  purchafe  broad, 
'Twas  fair  divinity  in  gore, 

Thy  Husband  is  thy  God. 

Who  purchas'd  at  the  higheft  price, 

Be  crown'd  with  highed  praife  \ 
For  in  the  highed  paradife 

Thy  Husband  wear3  the  bays. 
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He  is  of  Heav'n  the  comely  rofe, 

His  beauty  makes  it  fair; 
"Heav'n  were  but  hell,couldft  thou  fuppofe 

Thy  Hufband  were  not  there. 
He  thither  did  in  pomp  afcend, 

His  fpoufe  along  to  bring  : 
That  Hallelujahs  without  end. 

Thy  Hufband's  bride  may  fmg. 
Ev'n  there  with  him  for  ever  fix'd 

His  glory  ihalt  thou  fee ; 
And  nought  but  death  is  now  betwixt 

Thy  Hufband's  throne  and  thee. 

He'll  order  death  that  porter  rude, 

To  ope  the  gates  of  brafs  ; 
For,  lo  !  with  chara&ers  of  blood 

Thy  Hufband  wrote  thy  pafs. 
At  Jordan  deep  then  be  not  fcar'd, 

Though  difmal  like  and  broad ; 
Thy  fun  will  guide,  thy  fhield  will  guard, 

Thy  Hufband  pav'd  the  road. 

He'll  lead  thee  fafe,  and  bring  thee  home, 

And  ftill  let  bleffings.fali 
Of  grace  while  here,  till  glory  cdme  ; 

Thy  Husband's  bound  for  all. 

His  (lore  can  anfwer  ev'ry  bill, 

Thy  food  and  raiment's  bought ; 
Be  at  his  will,  thou'lt  have  thy  fill, 

Thy  Hufband  wants  for  nought. 
What  can  thy  foul  conceive  it  lacks  ? 

His  flore,  his  pow'r  is  thine  5 
His  lib'ral  heart  to  lib'ral  a£ts, 

Thy  Husband  does  incline. 

Though  on  thy  hand,  that  has  no  might, 

He  fhould  tliy  tafk  enlarge  ; 
Nor  work  nor  warfare  needs  thee  fright, 

Thy  Husband' bears  the  charge. 
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Thou  wouldft  (if  left)  thyfelf  undo, 

So  apt  to  fall  an^d  [tray  •, 
But  he  uplifts  and  leads  thee  to: 

Thy  Husband  knows  the  way. 

SECT.     X. 

Comfort  to  Believers  from  the  text,  Thy  Maker  is  thy 
Husband,  inverted  thus,  Thy  Husband  is  thy  Maker  5 
and  the  conclufion  of  this  fubjecl. 

OF  light  and  life,  of  grace  and  glore, 
In  Chriii  thou  art  partaker , 
Rejoice  in  him  for  evermore, 

Thy  Husband  is  thy  Maker. 
He  made  thee,  yea,  made  thee  his  bride, 

Nor  heeds  thine  ugly  patch  \ 
To  what  he  made  he'll  {till  abide, 

Thy  Husband  made  the  match. 
He  made  all  5  yea,  he  made  all  thine 

All  to  thee  mall  be  giv'n. 
Who  can  thy  kingdom  undermine. 

Thy  Husband  made  the  heav'n. 
What  earthly  thing  can  thee  annoy  ? 

He  made  the  earth  to  be  ; 
The  waters  cannot  thee  deftroy, 

Thy  Husband  made  the  fea. 
Don't  fear  the  flaming  element 

Thee  hurt  with  burning  ire ; 
Or  that  the  fcorching  heat  torment : 

Thy  Husband  made  the  fire. 
.  Infectious  dreams  lhall  ne'er  deftroy, 

While  he  is  pleas'd  to  fpare ; 
Thou  (halt  thy  vital  breath  enjoy. 

Thy  Husband  made  the  air. 
Tile  fun  that  guides  the  golden  day, 

The  moon  that  rules  the  night, 
The  (tarry  frame,  the  milky  way, 

Thy  Husband  made  for  light.' 
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The  bird  that  wings  its  airy  path, 

The  fifh  that  cuts  the  flood, 
The  creeping  croud  that  fwarms  beneath 

Thy  Husband  made  for  good. 

The  grazing  herd,  the  beafts  of  prey, 

The  creatures  great  and  fmall, 
For  thy  behoof  their  tribute  pay, 

Thy  Husband  made  them  all. 

Thine's  Paul,  Apollos,  life,  and  death, 

Things  prefent,  things  to  be  ; 
And  ev'ry  thing  that  being  hath, 

Thy  Husband  made  for  thee. 

In  Tophet  of  the  damn'd's  refort 

Thy  foul  (hall  never  dwell, 
Nor  needs  from  thence  imagine  hurt, 

Thy  Husband  formed  hell. 

Satan,  with  inftr.uments  of  his, 

May  rage,  yet  dread  no  evil  5 
So  far  as  he  a  creature  is, 

Thy  Husband  made  the  devil. 
His  black  temptations  may  affli£t, 

His  fiery  darts  annoy; 
But  all  his  works,  and  hellifh  trick, 

Thy  Husband  will  deftroy. 
Let  armies  ftrong  of  earthly  gods. 

Combine  with  hellifh  ghofts, 
They  live,  or  languifh,  at  his  nods; 

Thy  Husband's  Lord  of  hods. 
What  can  thee  hurt?  whom  dofl  thou  fear? 

All  things  are  at  his  call. 
Thy  Maker  is  thy  Husband  dear, 

Thy  Husband  all  in  all. 
What  doft  thou  feek  ?  what  doft  thou  want  ? 

He'll  thy  defires  fulfil  ? 
He  gave  himfelf,  what  won't  he  grant? 

Thy  Husband's  at  thy  will. 
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The  more  thou  doft  of  him  defire, 

The  more  he  loves  to  give : 
High  let  thy  mounting  arms  afpirc, 

Thy  Hulband  gives  thee  leave. 
The  lefs  thou  feek'ft,  the  lefs  thou  doft 

His  bounty  fet  on  high  ; 
But  higheft  feekers  here  do  mod 

Thy  Hufband  glorify. 
Wouldft  thou  have  grace  ?  Well  \  but  'tis  meet 

He  mould  more  glory  gain. 
Wouldft  thou  have  Father,  Son,  and  Sp'rit  i 

Thy  Hufband  fays,  Amen. 
He'll  kindly  aa  the  lib'ral  God, 

Deviling  lib'ral  things  > 
With  royal  gifts  his  fubjecls  lea  1 ; 

Thy  Hufband's  King  of  kings. 
No  earthly  monarchs  have  fuch  (tore 

As  thou  haft  ev'n  in  hand  ; 
But,  O  how  infinitely  more 

Thy  Husband  gives  on  band  ! 

Thou  haft  indeed  the  better  part, 

The  part  will  fail  thee  never: 
Thy  Husband's  hand,  thy  Husband's  heart, 

Thy  Husband's  all  for  ever* 


Tie  END  of  the  POEM  upon  Iia.  liv.  5. 
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P  A  R  T     III. 

ife  Believer's   Riddle;  0rf 

The  Mystery  ^/Faith, 

The      PREFACE, 

Shewing  the  Ufe  and  Defign  of  the  Riddle* 


J2EADER)  the  following  enigmatic  fong, 

Does  not  to  wifefl  nafralifts  belong  : 
Their  wifdom  is  but  folly  on  this  head ; 
They  here  may  ruminate ,  but  cannot  read* 
For  though  they  glance  the  words,  the  meaning  chokes, 
They  read  the  lines ,  but  not  the  paradox. 
The  fubjeB  will,  howe'er  the  phrafe  be  blunt, 
Their  mojl  acCute  intelligence  fur  mount, 
If  with  the  natural  and  acquired  fight 
They  fi are  not  divine  evangelic  light. 

Great  wits  may  roufe  their  fancies }  rack  their  braim ',  - 
And  after  all  their  labour  lofe  their  pains  ; 
Their9wifefl  comments  were  but  witlefs  chat, 
Unapt  to  frame  an  explication  pat. 
No  unregetfrate  mortal's  befl  engines 
Can  right  unriddle  thefe few  rugged  lines-, 
Nor  any  proper  notions  thereof  reach, 
Though  fubli  mated  to  the  highefl  fir  etch. 
Mafiers  of  reafony  plodding  men  offenfe, 
Who  /corn  to  mortify  their  vain  pretence, 
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In  this  myflerious  deep  might  plod  their  fill ; 

It  overtops  the  top  of  all  their  fikilL 

The  more  they  vainly  huffy  and  J  com  to  ready 

The  more  it  does  their  foolifa  wit  exceed. 

Thofefinners  that  are  fanclified  in  party 
May  read  this  riddle  truly  in  their  heart. 
Yia,  weakefi  faints  may  feel  its  truefl  ferfey 
Both  in  their  fad  and  fweet  experience. 
Don't  overlook  it  with  a  rambling  view, 
Afid  rafh  fuppofe  it  neither  good  nor  true. 
Let  Heaven9* pure  oracles  the  truth  decide  ; 
Renounce  it,  if  it  can9i  that  tefl  abide. 
Noble  Bereans  feon  the  fenfe  may  hit, 
Who- found  the  divine  depth  of  f acred  wt  ity 
Not  by  what  airy  carnal  reafen  faith y 
But  by  the  golden  line  of  heaven  fpun  faith* 

Let  not  the  naughty  phrafe  make  you  difprove 
The  weighty  matter  which  deferves  your  love. 
High  fl rains  would  fpoil  the  riddle9 s  grand  intent \ 
To  teach  the  weakefi,  msjt  illiterate  faint y 
That  Ma  HAN  AIM  is  his  proper  name  : 
In  whom  two f  niggling  hofs  make  bloody  game. 
That  fuch  may  know,  whofe  knowledge  is  but  rude. 
How  good  confifls  with  illy  and  ill  with  good. 
That  faints  be  neither  at  their  worjl  nor  bejly 
Too  much  exalted,  or  too  much  deprefl. 

This  paradox  is  fitted  to  difclofe 
The  fikill  of  Zio?9s  friends  above  her  foes ; 
To  difference  by  light  that  Heaven  tranfmits, 
*>ome  happy  fools  from  miferable  wits. 
4nd  thus  (ifblef/d)  it  may  in  fome  degree 
M^ke  fools  their  wit,  and  wits  their  folly  feet 
'light  not  the  riddle  then  like  jargon  viley 

I~  lecaufe  not  gamifi/d  with  a  pompous  file. 
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Could  tU  author  acl  the  lofty  poets  party 
Who  make  their  fan  nets  four  on  wings  of art , 
He  on  this  theme  had  bluJVd  to  ufe  hisjhill, 
And  either  dipt  his  wings ,  or  broke  his  quill. 

Why,  this  enigma  climbs  fuch  divine  heights 
As  /corn  to  be  adorn9  d  with  human  flights. 
Thefe  gaudy  strains  would  lovely  truth  difgracef 
As  purest  paint  deforms  a  comely  face. 
Heavn's  mysteries  are  7bove  arfs  ornament \ 
Immenfely  brighter  than  its  brightest  paint. 
No  tow' ring  lit' rat  or  could  e'er  outwit 
The  plaine/l  diclion  fetch }d  from  j acred  writ  $ 
"  By  which  mere  blazing  rhetoric  is  outdone , 
As  twinkling  flars  are  by  the  radiant  fun. 
The  f oaring  orators,  who  can  with  eafe 
Strain  the  quint ejfence  of  hyperboles, 
And  clothe  the  barefl  theme  with  pur ejl  drefs, 
Might  here  expatiate  much,  yet  fay  the  lefs, 
If  iv*  iti  majestical fnnplicity 
Of  fcripture  oraCry  they  difagree. 

Thefe  lines  pretend  not  to  affecl  thejky, 
Content  among  inglorious /hades  to  lie, 
Provided  f acred  truth  be  fitly  clad9 
Or  glorious  flnne  evn  through  the  dufky  fihade. 
Mark  then  though  you /hould  mifs  the  gilded  strain^ 
If  they  a  store  of  golden  truth  contain: 
Nor  under-rate  a  jewel  rare  and  prime, 
Though  wrapt  up  in  the  rags  of  homely  rhitne. 

Though  haughty  Deists  hardly  stoop  to  fay, 
That  nature's  night  has  need  offcripture-day  .» 
Tet  gofpeUUght  alone  will  clearly  fhenv 
Haw  ev  ry  fetitence  here  is  just  and  true, 
Expel  the  /hades  that  may  the  mind  involve, 
Andfoon  the  feeming  contradiction  folve* 
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All  fatal  errors  in  the  world  proceed 
From  want  cffkillfuch  myjleries  to  read. 
Vain  men  the  double  branch  of  truth  divide, 
Hold  by  the  one,  and  flight  the  other  fide. 

Hence  proud  Armenians  cannot  reconcile 
Freedom  of  grace  with  freedom  of  the  will. 
The  blinded  Fapifl  won't  difcern  nor  fee 
Flow  works  are  good  unlefs  they  juflify. 
Thiu  Legalijls  diflinguijh  not  thi  odds 
Between  their  home- bred  right  ecu  fiefs  and  God's. 
Ant'momijls  the  faints  perfection  plead  y 
Nor  duly  fever  'tween  them  and  their  head. 
Socinians  w:nt  ihefe  fem'uig  odds  agree. 
How  heav'n  is  taught,  and  yet  falvation  free. 
Bold  Arians  hate  to  reconcile  or  f can, 
How  Chrifl  is  truly  God  and  truly  man  : 
Holding  the  one  part  of  Immanuel's  name, 
The  other  part  outrageoufly  blafpheme. 
The  found  in  faith  no  part  of  truth  controul : 
Heretics  own  the  half  but  not  the  whole. 

Keep  then  the  f acred  myfl'ryflill  entire  ; 
To  both  the  fides  of  truth  do  favour  bear, 
Not  quitting  one  to  hold  the  other  branch; 
But  puffing  judgment  on  an  equal  benfh  ; 
The  riddle  has  twofett,  and  were  but  one 
Cut  off,  truth  falling  to  the  ground  were  gone. 
yTis  all  a  contradiction,  yet  all  true, 
And  happy  truth,    if  verify  d  in  you. 
Go  forzvard  then  to  read  the  lines,  but  flay 
To  read  the  riddle  alfo  by  the  way. 
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The    RIDDLE, 

SEC  T.     I. 

The  my  fiery  of  the  Saints  pedigree,  and  efpecially  of 

their  relation  to  Chris  tV  wonderful  perjon. 

*Y  life's  a  maze  of  Teeming  trapse, 
A  fcene  of  mercies  and  mifhaps  b  \ 
A  heap  of  jarring  to  and  froesr, 
A  field  of  joys,  a  flood  of  woes  d. 
I'm  in  mine  own  and  others  eyes, 
A  labyrinth  of  .myfteries*. 
I'm  fomething  that  from  nothing  came/, 
let  fare  it  is,  I  nothing  am^.' 

a  Jofh  xxii.  13.  And  Jofliua  faid,  Know  for  a  certainty,  thai 
the  Lord  your  God  will  no  more  drive  out  any  of  thefe  nations 
from  before  you;  but  they  fliall  be  fnares  and  traps  unto  you,  and 
fcourges  in  your  fides,  and  thorns  in  your  eyes,  &c.  Pf.  exxiv.  7,, 
Our  foul  is  efcaped  as  a  bird  out  of  the  fnare  of  the  fowlers;  the 
fnare  is  broken,  and  we  art  efcaped. 

b  Or  miferies.  Larn.  iii.  19.  Remembering  mine  affliction  and 
my  mifery,  the  wormwood  and  the  gail.  v.  %%.  ft  is  of  the  Lord's 
mercies  that  we  are  not  confumed,  becaufe  his  compaffions  fail  not. 
Pfalm  ci.i.  I  will  fing  of  mercy  and  judgment  :  unto  thee,  Q- Lord, 
will  I  ling. 

0  Pfalm  cii.  10.  Thou  halt  lifted  me  up,  and  caft  me  down, 
Pfalm  cix.  23.  I  am  toiled  up  and  down  as  the  locuft. 

d  Hab.  iii.  17,  18.  Although  the  fig-tree  fliall  not  blofiom,  nei- 
ther fliall  fruit  be  in  the  vines,  the  labour  of  the  olive  fliall  fail, 
and  the  fields  fliall  yield  no  meat,  the  flocks  fliall  be  cut  off  from 
the  fold,  and  there  fliall  be  no  herd  in  the  flails.;  yet  will  I  rejoice 
in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation. 

e  Ifa.'viii*  18.  Beliold  I  and  the  children  whom  the  Lord  hath 
given  me,  are  for  figns,  and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael;  from  the  Lord 
of  hoft,  which  dwellethin  mount  Zion.  Zech.  iii.  8.  Hear  now, 
O  Jofliua  the  high  priefl,  thou  and  thy  fellows  that  fit  before  thee  J 
for  t;hey  are  men  wondered  at,  &c.  Pfal.  Ixxi.  7.  I  am  as  a  wonder 
unto  many,  but  thou  art  my  flrong  refuge. 

/Gen.  i.  1.  In  the  beginning  God  created  the  heaven  and  the 
earth.  Heb.  xi.  3.  Through  faith  we  underfland  that  the  worlds 
T*ere  framed  bv  the  word  of  God,  fo  that  things  which  are  feen 
were  not  made  of  things  which  do  appear. 

g  Kz.  xi.  17.  AH  nations  before  him  are  as  nothing,  and  they 
are  accounted  to  him  leis  than  nothing,  and  vanity.  Dan.  iv,  %y 
All  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  reputed  as  nothing. 
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Once  I  was  dead,  and  blind,  and  lame  A, 
Yeay  I  continue  (till  the  fame/; 
Yet  what  I  was,  I  am  no  more  k, 
Nor  ever  fhall  be  as  before  /. 
My  Father  lives/;;,  my  father's  gone  nt 
My^vital  head  both  loft  and  won  0. 
My  parents  cruel  are  and  kind />, 
Oi  one,  and  of  a  ciitprent  mind  a. 


h  Fph.  ii.  I.  And  you  hath  he  quickened,  who  were  dead  in 
trefpaiTes  and  fins.  Rev.  iii.  17.  Becauie  thou  la  ye  ft,  I  am  rich, 
and  increafed  in  goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing;  and  knoweft 
not  that  thou  art*  wretched,  and  miferable,  and  poor,  and  blind, 
and  naked.  Iia.  XX*  v.  6.  Then  fiiall  the  larre  man  'tap  as  an 
hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  fiag;  for  in  the  wildernek  ilia.ll 
waters  break  out,  and  ftreams  in  the  defert. 

1  Rom.  vii.  14.  For  we  knew  that  the  law  is  fpi ritual  :  hut  I 
am  carnal,  fold  under  j$n.  p.  24  O  wretched  man  that  I  am, 
who  ill  a  1 1  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  tni*  death  t 

k  Rom.  vii.  17.  Now  then,  it  is  no  morel  that  do  it,  but  fin  that 
dweileth  in  me.  v.  20.  Now, if  I  do  that  I  would  not,  it  is  no  more 
1  that  do  it,  but  fin  that  dwelleth  in  me.  John  ix  25.  He  [the 
blind  man]  anfwered  and  faid,  Whether  he  be  a  (inner,  or  no,  I 
know  not;   one  thing  I  know,  that  whereas  1  was  blind,  now  I  fee. 

/  Rom.  xi.  29.  For  the  gifts  and  calling  of  God  are  without  re- 
pentance. Jer.  xxxii.  40.  And  I  will  make  an  everlafting  covenant 
with  them,  that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  them,  to  do  them  good; 
but  1  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they  fhall  not  depart 
from  me. 

m  Ifa.  ix.  6.  His  name  fiiall  be  called— The  everlafting  Father. 
Rev.  1  18.  I  am  he  that  liveth,  and  was  dead  ;  and  behold,  I  am 
alive  :or  evermore.     Amen. 

n  Hof.  xiv.  3.  In  thee  the  iatheriefs  findeth  mercy.  Zech.  i.  5. 
Your  fathers,  where  are  they  ?  and  the  prophets*  do  they  live  for 

0  1  Cor.  xv.  45.  It  is  written,  The  firft  man  Adam  was  made  a 
living  foul,  the  laft  Adam  was  made  a  quickening  lpint. 

p  Pi  dm  ciii.  13.  Likeas  a  father  pitieth  his  children;  lo  the  Lord 
pitieth  them   that  fear  him.      Ifa.  xliii.  27.  Thy   firft  father   hath 
and  thy  teachers  have  tranfgreiTed  againft  nu. 
7  Job  xxiii.  13.  But  he  is  in  one  mind,  and  who  can  turn  him  ? 
and  what  his  foul  defirerh,  even  that  lie  doth.     Rom  v.ii.  c.  For 
they  that  are  after  the  flefh,  do  mind  the  thiugi  of  the  fl 
that  arc  after  the  Spirit,  the  things  of  the  Spirit,  «/.  - 
'ial  mind  is  enmity  again  ft  God;   for  it  i:  not  fubiccl  td  the 
iod,  neither  indeed  can  be. 

K  + 
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My  father  poifon'd  me  to  death  r, 
jMy  mother's  hand  will  flop  my  breath/; ' 
Her  womb,  that  once  my  fujbftance  gave, 
Will  very  quickly  be  my  grave/. 
My  fitters  all  my  flefh  will  eat  /, 
My  brethren  tread  me  under  fVet  // ; 
My  nearelt  friends  are  mod  unkind  v, 
Mygreateft  foe's  my  greateit  friend  m. 
He  could  from  feud  to  friendftiip  pafs, 
Yet  never  change  from  what  he  was  a:.  . 

r  Rom.  v  12.  Whirefore,  as  by -one  man  fin  entered  into  the 
world,  and  death  by  tin;  and  fo  death  pafled  upon  all  men,  for  that 
all  have  finned. 

/Gen.  iii.  16.  Unto  the  woman  he  faid,  I  will  greatly  multiply 
thy  furrow,  and  thy  conception  :  in  forrow  thou  fiiait  bring  forth 
children,  &c. 

jPfalm  clxvi.  4.  His  breath  goeth  forth, he  returneth  to  his  earth; 
in  that  very  day  his  thoughts  perifh.  Eccl.  iii.  20.  All  go  unto 
one  place,  all  are  of  the  dull,  and  all  turn  to  duft  again. 

t  Job  xvii.  14.  I  have  faid  to  corruption,  Thou  art  my  father;  to 
the  worm,  Thou  art  my  mother,  and  my  fifter.  Chap.  xix.  26, 
And  though  after  my  fkin  worms  deftroy  this  body,  yet  in  my 
fleflh  fhalllfeeGod. 

u  Even  in  a  moral fenfe,  Jer.  xii.  io.  Many  paftors  have  deftroyed 
my  vineyard,  they  have  trodden  my  portion  under  foot,  they  have 
made  my  pieafant  portion  a  defolate  wildernefs.  Ezek.  xxxiv.  18. 
Seemeth  it  a  fmall  thing  unto  you,  to  have  eaten  up  the  good  pa- 
fture,  but  ye  muft  tread  down  with  your  feet  the  refidue  of  your 
pan  u  res  ?  and  to  have  drunk  of  the  deep  waters,  but  ye  muft  foul 
the  refidue  with  your  feet? 

v  Pfahn  Iv.  12, 13.  For  it  was  not  an  enemy  that  reproach #1  me, 
then  I  could  have  borne  it;  neither  was  it  he  that  hated  me, that  did 
magnify  himfelf  againft  me,  then  I  would  have  hid  myfelf  from 
him.  But  it  was  thou,  a  man,  mine  equal,  my  guide,  and  mine 
acquaintance. ,  Mic.  vii.  5,  6.  Truft  ye  not  in  a  friend,  put  ye  not 
confidence  in  a  guide  :  keep  the  doors  of  thy  mouth  from  her  that 
lieth  in  thy  bofom.  For  the  fbn  diflionoureth  the  father,  the 
daughter  rifeth  up  againft  the  mother,  the  daughter-in-law  againft 
her  mother-in-law;  a  man's  enemies  are  the  men  of  his  own  houfe. 

iv  Pf.  vii.  11.  God  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day.  2  Cor. 
v.  19.  God  was  in  Chrift,  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf,  not 
imputing  their  trefpafles  unto  them. 

x  Mai.  iii.  16.  For  I  am  the  Lord,  I  change  not;  therefore  ye 
fons  of  Jacob  are  not  confumed.  Hof.  xiv.  4.  I  will  heal  their 
backfliding,  I  will  love  them  freely;  for  mine  anger  is  turned  away 
from  him.      ^ 
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He  is  my  Father,  he  alone,  • 
Who  is  my  Father's  only  Sen  y. 
I  am  his  mother's  fon  z,  yet  more, 
A  fon  his  mother  a  never  bore, 
But  born  of  him  b,  and  yet  aver 
His  Father's  fons  my  mother's  werer. 
I  am  divorc'ci,  yet  marry'd  dill  d, 
With  full  content  againii  my  will  e. 
My  hufband  prefent  is/,  yet  gone^, 
We  differ  much,  yet  ftill  are  one  A. 
He  is  the  firft,  the  laft,  the  all  /, 
Yet  number'd  up  with  infects  fmall  £. 

y  John  xx.  17.  Jefus  faith  unto  her  [Mary',  Touch  me  not :  for 
I  am  not  yet  afcended  unto  my  Father  :  but  ^o  to  my  brethren, and 
fay  unto  them,  I  afcend  unto  my  Father  and  your  Father,  and  ta 
my  God  and  your  God.  Ifa.  ix.  6.  Unto  us  a  Son  is  given — :  and 
his  name  fhall  be  called — the  everlafting  Father.  John  i.  14.  And 
the  Word  was  made  fle£h,  and  dwelt  among  us  (and  we  beheld 
his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  oi  the  Father)  full  of 
grace  and  truth. 

z  Song  iii.  4.  It  was  but  a  little  that  I  patted  from  them,  but  I 
found  him  whom  my  foul  loveth  :  I  held  him,  and  would  not  let 
him  go,  until  I  had  brought  him  into  my  mother's  houfe,  and  int* 
the  chamber  of  her  that  conceived  me.  v.  11.  Go  forth,  O  ye 
daughters  of  Zion,  and  behold  king  Solomon  with  the  crowi 
wherewith  his  mother  crowned  him  in  the  day  of  his  efpoufal^ 
and  in  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his   heart. 

a  viz.  Hi  rJing  /;  tin 

b  John  i.  13.  Which  were  born  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of 
the  fleili,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  Gutl. 

.  c  Gal.  iv.  26.  But  Jerufaiem  which  is  above,  is  free,  which  t» 
the  mother  of  us  all. 

d  R.om.  vii.  4.  Wherefore  my  brethren,  yc  alfo  are  become  dead 
to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Chrifl;  and  that  ye  fhould  be  married 
to  another,  even  to  him  who  is  raifed  from  the  dead. 

e  P  fa  I  iii  ex.  3.  Thy  people  llia.ll  be  willing  in  die  day  of  thr 
power. 

[atth.xxvjii.20.  I.o,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  world. 

g  John  xiv.  2.  I  go  to  pi*  pare  a  place  for  you. 

b  John  xvii.  21.  That  they  all  may  be  one,  a»  thou,  Father,  art 
in  me,  and  I  in  thee;  that  they  alfo  may  be  one  in  us. 

/  Rev.  i.  11.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega;  the  firfl  and  the  iaft— 
Col.  iii.  11.  Chrift  is  ail,  and  in  all. 

k  Pfalm  ixii.  6.  But  I  am  a  worm,  and  no  m<tii. 
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The  firft  of  all  thing*  /,  yet  alone 
The  fecond  of  the  great"  Three-one  m. 
A  creature  never  could  he  be,  - 
Yet  is  a  creature  ftrange  I  fee  n ; 
And  own  this  uncreated  one, 
The  fon  of  man,  yet  no  man's  fon  0, 
He's  omniprefent  ailmay  know^>; 
"Yet  never  could  be  wholly- toy. 
His  manhood  is  not  here  and  there  r, 
Yet  lie  is  God-man  ev?ry  whereyi 

/  Col.  4.  15,  16.  Who  is  the  image  of  theinvifible  God,  the  firfU 
born  of  every  creature  :  for  by  him  were  all  things  created  that 
ire  in  heaven,  and  that  are  in  earth,  viiible  and  invifible,  whether 
they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or  powers  :  all 
things  were  created  by  him,  and  for  him. 

m  1  John  v.  7.  For  there  are  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven, 
the- Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft::  and  thefe  three  arc 
ojjie.  Matth.  xxviii.  10.  Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  ih-e  name  of  theFather>and  of theSon,and  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft. 

\n  John  i.  z..  3  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word 
was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God.  The  fame  was  in  the 
beginning  with  God.  All  things  were  made  by  him;  and  without 
him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was  made.  v.  14.  And  the  Word 
wjas  made  flefh,  and  dwelt  among  us  (and  we  beheld  his  glory,  ' 
the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father)  full  of  grace  and 
tputh. 

0  Matth.  i.  23.  Behold  a  virgin  fhall  be  with  child,  and  fliali 
b^ing  forth  a  ion,  and  they  fhall  call  his  name  Emmanuel,  which 
being  interpreted  is,  God  with  us.  Luke  i.  34,  35.  Then  faid  Ma^ 
r-jjj  unto  the  angel,  How  fhall  this  be,  feeing  I  know  not  a  man  ? 
Ahd  the  angel  anfwered  and  faid  unto  her,  The  Holy  Ghoft  fliali 
cqme  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Higheft.  fliali  overfhadow 
thee;  therefore  alfo  that  holy  thing  whiph  {hall  be  born  of  thee, 
£hjall  be  calied  the  Son  oi  God. 

\i>  Pfalm  cxxxix.  7,  8,  9,  10.  Whither  fhall  I  go  from  thy  Spi- 
rit ?  or,  whither  fhall  I  flee  from  thy  prefence?  If  I  aicend  up  in- 
to heaven  thou  art  there:  if  I  make  my  bed  in  hell,  behold,  thou 
art  there.  If  I  take  the  wings  of  the  morning,  and  dwell  in  the 
uttermoft  parts  of  the  fea:  even  there  {hall  thy  hand  lead  me,  and 
thy  right  hand  fhall  hold  me. 

q  Luke  xxiv.  6,   He  is  not  here,  but  is  rifen. 

fr  John  xvi:  16,  A  little  while,  and  ye  fhall  not  fee  me  :  and  a- 
gain,  a  little  while,  and  ye  ill  a  i  i  fee  me,  hecaufe  I  go  to  the  Father. 

/Matth.  i.  23.  See  letter  0.   Chap,  xxviih  20.  Los  I  am  with  yov%    * 
ahvay,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world. 
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He  comes  and  goes,  none  can  him  trace s  ; 
Yet  never  could  he  change  his  place/. 
But  though  he's  good  //,  and  ev'ry  where, 
No  good's  in  hell,  yet  he  is  there  v, 

1  by  him  vvf  in  him  x  chofen  was  y, 
Yet  of  the' choice  he's  not  the  caufe  z  : 
For  fbv'reign  mercy  ne'er  was  bought  a% 
Yet  through  his  blood  a  vent  it  fought £« 
In  him  concentered  at  his  death 

His  Father's  lover,  his  Father's  wrath  d\ 

s  John  Iii.  8.  The  wind  bloweth  where  it  lifteth,  and  thou  hear- 
eft  the  found  thereof,  but  canft  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  and  whi- 
ther it  goeth  :   fo  is  ever}"  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit. 

t  Ifa.  lxvi.  1.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  The  heaven  is  my  throne, 
and  the  earth  is  my  foot  (tool  :  where  is  the  houfe  that  ye  build 
pnto  me  ?  and  where  is  the  place  of  my  reft  ? 

u  Pfaim  e.  5.  The  Lord  is  good,  his  mercy  is  everlafting. 

ij  Pfalm  exxxix.  8.  If  1  make  my  bed  in  hell,  behold,  thou  art 
there. 

*c  As  God.  x  As  Mediator. 

s  Eph.  i.  4.  According  as  he  hath  chofen  us  in  him  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world, that  we  ihould  be  holy, and  without  blame 
before  him  in  love. 

2  But  himfelf  the  Father 's  f.rjl  cleft.  Ifa.  x-ii.  i.  Behold  my  fer- 
vaiit,  whom  1  uphold;  mine  elect,  in  whom  my  foul  delighteth.— « 
Ivlatth.  xii.  18.  Behold  my  fervant,  whom  1  have  chofen,  my  be- 
loved, in  whom  my  foul  is  well  pleafed. 

a  John  iii.  16.  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  be- 
gntteai  Son,  &c.  Rom.  ix.  II.  For  the  children  being  not  yet  born, 
neither  having  d  "dor  evil,  that  the  purpofe  of  Ood  ac- 

cording to  election  might  fraud,  not  of  works,  but  of  him  that  cal- 
leth.     <v    13,    I:  is  written,  Jacob  have  I  loved,  but  Efau  have   I 
hated,     v.  15.  God  faith  to  Mi. Its,  I  will  have  mercy  on  whom   I 
will  have  mercy,  and  I  will  have  companion  on  whom  I  will  have 
.lion. 
b  Rom.  iii.  24,  515.   Being  jnftifie.d  freely  by  his  grace,  through 
the  redemption  that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift  :    whom  God  hath  let  forth 
to  be  a  propitiation,  thro'  faith   in  Ids  blood,  to  declare  his  ri^h- 
teoufni  fs  foi  r.  <  remiffion  of  fii)s,&c.  Chap.  v. 9. Being juftiiied  !>▼ 
ill  be  faved  rrom  wrath  through  him.  w.  *  J.  That 
ith,even  fo  might  grace  reign  through 
r», ;hti  nto  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord. 

c  J   \\n  i.  17.  tther  love  me,  becaufe  I  h-v 

aiu. 
d  Ifa.  Iii.  .,.    Lord  to   bruife  him,  he  hatk 

put  him  to  grief. 
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Even  he  whom  paffion  never  feizM^, 
Was  then  molt  angry,  when  moil  pleas' df. 
Juftice  requir'd  that  he  fhould  die^, 
Who  yet  was  flain  unrighteoufly  h  \ 
And  dy'd  in  mercy  and  in  wrath, 
A  lawful  and  a  lawlefs  death  i. 
With  him  I  neither  liv'd  nor  dy'd, 
And  yet  with  him  was  crucify'd  k. 
Law-curfes  ftopt  his  breath,  that  he 
Might  (top  its  mouth  from  curfmg  me/, 
y  Pis  now  a  thoufand  years  and  moe 
Since  heav'n  received  him  \  yet  I  know, 
When  he  afcended  upon  high 
To  mount  the  throne,  ev'n  fo  did  I  m. 
Hence  though  earth's  dunghill  I  embrace, 
I  fit  with  him  in  heav'nly  place  «, 

e  Ifa.  xxvii.  4.  Fury  is  not  in  me. 

/Rom.  viii.  23.  He  fpareel  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him 
up  for  us  all.  Eph.  v.  2.  Chrift  hath  given  himfelf  for  us,  an  of- 
fering and  a  facrifice  to  God  for  a  fweet-fmeiiing  favour. 

g  Heb.  vii.  22.  By  fo  much  was  Jefus  made  a  furety  of  a  better 
teftament.  Chap.  ix.  j6.  For  where  a  teftament  is,  there  muft  alfo 
of  neceflity  be  the  death  of  the  teftator.  <v.  22,  23.  And  almoft  all 
things  are  by  the  law  purged  with  blood;  and  without  fhedding 
of  blood  is  no  remiflion.  It  was  therefore  neceflary  that  the  pat* 
terns  of  things  in  the  heavens  fhould  be  purified  with  thefe;  but 
the  heavenly  things  themfelves  with  better  facrifices  than  thefe. 

h  Matth.  xxvii.  4.  I  [Judas]  have  finned,  in  thai  I  have  betrayed 
the  innocent  blood,  v,  23.  And  the  governor  faid,  Why,  what 
evil  hath  he  done?  But  they  cried  out  the  more,  faying,  Let  him 
be  crucified. 

i  Acts  ii.  23.  Jtfus  of  Nazareth,  being  delivered  by  the  determi- 
nate counfel  and  foreknowledge  of  God,  ye  have  taken,  and  by 
wicked  hands  have  crucified  and  flain.  Chap.  iv.  27.  For  of  a  truth 
againft  thy  holy  child  Jefus,  whom  thou  haft  anointed,  both  He? 
rod  and  Pontius  Pilate,  with  the  Gentiles,  and  the  people  of  If- 
rael  were  gathered  together,  &c. 

k  Gal.  ii.  20.  I  am  crucified  with' Chrift. 

/Gal.  iii.  Jt  3.  Chrift  hath  retfcemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law, 
being  made  a  curfe  for  us  :  for  it  is  written,  Curfed  U  every  one 
that  hangeth  on  a  tree. 

m  Col.  iii.  1.  If  ye  then  be  rifen  with  Chrift,  &c.  Heb.  vi.  2Q. 
Whither  the  forerunner  is  for  us  entered,  even  Jefus,  &c. 

».Eph.  ii.  5,  6.  Even  when  we  w*ere  dead  in  uns,  hath  cmicken* 
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In  divers  diftant  orbs  I  move, 
ImhratlM  below,  inthron'd  above. 

SECT.     II. 

The  myjlery  of  the  Sainfs  life y  ft 'ate y  and  framt* 

MY  life's  a  pleafure  a  and  a  pain  b , 
A  real  lofs,  a  real  gain  c  , 
A  glorious  paradife  of  joyW, 
A  grievous  prifon  of  annoys^. 
I  daily  joy,  and  daily  mourn^, 
Yet  daily  unit  the  tides  return  £  : 
Then  forrow  deep  my  (pint  chears, 
I'm  joyful  in  a  flood  of  tears  h, 

ed  us  together  with  Chrift,   and  hath  raifed  us  up  together,   and 
made  us  fit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefua. 

a  Prov.  iii.  17.  Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her 
paths  are  peace. 

b  Pi  aim  fxx.  7.  Wo  is  me,  that  I  fojourn  in  Mefech,  that  I 
dwell  in  the  tents  of  Kedar. 

c  Phi!,  iii.  7.  But  what  things  were  gain  to  me,  thofe  I  counted 
lofs  for  Chrift.  Chap.  i.  zi— 34.  For  to  me  to  lire  is  Chrift,  and 
to  die  is  gain.  Kut  if  I  live  in  the  fie  in,  this  is  the  fruit  of  my  labour  : 
yet  what  I  ("hall  choofc  1  wot  not.  for  I  am  in  a  (trait  betwixt  two 
having  a  defire  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrifl,  which  is  far  bet- 
ter:   .  r*,  to  abide  in  the  flefh  is  more  needful  for  you. 

i\  Pet.  iH8.  Whom  having  not  feen,  ye  Jove;  in  whom  tho' 
now  ye  fee  him  not,  yet  believing,  ye  rejoice  with  joy  unfoeak- 
able,  and  full  of  glory. 

e  Pfalm  cxlii.  7.  Bring  my  foul  out  of  prifon,  that  I  may  praifc 
lhy  name. 

f\  Pet.  i.  6.  Wherein  ye  greatly  rejoice,  though  now  for  a  fea- 
fon  (if  heed  be)  ye  are  in  heavinefs,  thro'  manifold  temptations, 
a  Cor.  i.  4.  Who  comforteth  us  in  all  our  tribulation,  that  we  may 
be  able  to  comfort  them  which  are  in  any  trouble,  by  the  comfort 
wherewith  we  ourfelves  are  comforted  of  God.  Job  xxx.  28.  I 
mourning  without  the  fun,  &c. 

g  Ifa.  viii.  17.  And  I  will  wait  upon  the  Lord  that  hideth  his 
face  from  the  houfe  of  facob,  and  I  will  look  for  him. 

h  Zech.  xii  10.  And  1  will  pour  upon  the  houfe  of  David  and 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jcrufaiem,  the  fpirit  (  .^pli- 

cations, and  they  mail  look  upon  me  whom  they  have  ced    and 

they  fhall  mourn  for  him,  as  one  mourneth  for  his  only  Ion,'  and 
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Good  eaufe  I  have  ft  ill  to  be  fad./, 
Good  reafon  always  to  be  glad  k. 
Hence  ftill  my  joys  with  forrows  meet/, 
And  ftill  rny  tears  are  bitter  fweet  m. 
I'm  crofVd,  and  yet  have  all  my  will  n  \ 
I'm  always  empty,  always  full*. 
I  hunger  now,  and  thirft:  no  more/, 
Yet  do  more  eager  than  before  q. 

fball  be  in  bittcrnefs  for  him,  as  one  that  is  in  bitternefs  for  his 
firft-born.  Ezek.  xxxvi.  31,  3a.  Then  fhali  ye  remember  your 
own  evil  ways,^and  your  doings  that  were  not  good,  and  fhali 
lothe  yourfelves  in  your  own  light,  for  your  iniquities,  and  for 
your  abominations.  Not  for  your  fakes  do  I  this,  faith  che  Lord 
God,  be  it  known  unto  you:  be  afharned  and  confounded  for  your 
own  ways,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael.  Hof.  xii.  3,  4  He  [Jacob]  took  his 
brother  by  the  heel  in  the  womb,  and  by  his  ftrength  he  had  powef 
with  God:  yea,  he  had  power  over  the  Angel,  and  prevailed  :  he 
wept  and  made  fupplication  unto  him  :  he  found  him  in  Bethel,  and 
there  he  fpake  with  us.  Luke  vii.  38.  And  [a  woman  which  was  a 
(inner]  flood  at  his  feet  behind  him  weeping,  and  began  to  wafli  his 
feet  with  tears,  and  did  wipe  them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head,  and 
kifTed  his  feet,  and  anointed  them  with  the  ointment.  John  xx.  15, 
16.  Jefus faith  unto  her,  Woman,  why  weepeft  thou?  whomfeekeft 
thou?  flie  fuppoiing  him  to  be  the  gardener,  faith  unto  him,  Sir, 
if  thou  have  borne  him  hence,  tell  me  where  thou  haft  laid  him, 
and  I  will  take  him  away.  Jefus  faith  unto  her,  Mary,  She  turned 
herfelf,  and  faith  unto  him,  Rabboni,  which  is  to  fay,  Mafler.  v.  20* 
Then  were  the  difciples  glad  when  they  faw  the  Lord. 

i  Rom.  vii.  24.  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  fhali  deliver 
me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ? 

k  2  Cor.  ii.  14.  Thanks  be  unto  God,  which  always  caufeth  us 
to  triumph  in  Chrift. 

/  2  Cor.  vi.  2o. — as  forrowful,  yet  always  rejoicing. 

m  Zech.  xii.  io.  See  letter  h.  rfalm  exxvi.  5.  They  that  fow  in 
tears,  fhali  reap  in  joy.  Ifa  Ixi.  2,  3.  The  Lord  hath  fent  me  to 
comfort  all  that  mourn  :  to  appoint  unto  them  that  mourr  in  Zion, 
to  give  unto  them  beauty  for  afhes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning* 
the  garment  of  praife,  for  the  Spirit  of  heavineis,  &c.  Matth.  v.  4. 
BlefTed  are  they  that  mourn:  for  they  fhali  be  comforted. 

n  Luke  xxii.  42.  Father,  if  thou  be  willing,  remove  this  cup 
from  me:  neverthelefs,  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done.  Acts  xxi. 
14.  And  when  he  [Paul]  would  not  be  perfuaded,  we  ceafed,  fay- 
ing, The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done. 

0  2  Cor.  vi.  10.  As  having  nothing,  and  yet  pofltffingall  things. 
p  John  vi.  2,5'  And  Jefus  faid  unto  them,  I  am  the  bread  of  life, 
he  that  corneth  to  me  fhali  never  hunger;  and  he  that  believeth 
on  me,  fhali  never  thirft. 

q  Pfalm  xlii.  1,  2.   As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water-brook* 
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With  meat  and  drink  indeed  I'm  blelt  r, 
Yet  feed  on  hunger,  drink  on  third/ 
My  hunger  brings  a  plenteous  (tore/, 
My  plenty  makes  me  hunger  more  t. 
Strange  is  the  place  of  my  abode, 
I  dwell  at  home,  I  dwell  abroad  u» 

fo  panteth  my  foul  after  thee,  O  God.  My  foul  thirtieth  for  G*d, 
for  the  living  God:  when  fliall  I  come  and  appear  before  God? 
and  lxiii.  I.  0  God,  thou  art  my  God,  early  will  I  feek  thee  ; 
foul  thirtieth  for  thee,  my  flefh  longeth  tor  thee  in  a  dry  and  thiri- 
tv  land,  where  no  water  is.  Andlxxiii.  25.  Whom  have  I  In  liea- 
Ven  but  thee?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  defin  beuues 
tl.ee.  Ifa.  xxvi.  8,  9.  Yea  in  the  way  of  thy  judgments,  O  Lord,  have 
v. .  waked  for  thee;  the  defireof  our  foul  is  to  thy  name,  and  to  the 
remembrance  of  thee.  With  my  foul  have  I  defired  thee  in  the 
ni  rht|ye*a,  with  my  fpirit  within  me  will  I  feek  thee  early. 

rjohnvi.55.  For  my  lletli  is  meat  indeed,  and  my  blood  is 
drink  indeed. 

/Job  xxix.  2,3  4.  Oh  that  I  were  as  in  months  paft,as  in  the  days 
when  God  preferved  me;  when  his  candle  fhined  upon  my  head, 
and  when  byhis  light  1  walked  through darknefs:  aslwasin  the  days 
of  my  youth,  when  the  fecrer  of  God  was  upon  my  tabernacle, 
Pfalm  Ixxvii.  10.  11,  12.  1  will  remember  the  years  oi  the  rJght 
hand  of  the  Mod:  High,  I  will  remember  the  works  of  the  Lord  ; 
"furely  I  will  remember  thy  wonders  of  eld.  I  will  meditate  olio  of 
all  thy  work,  and  talk  of  thy  doings.  Song  v.  3.  I  charge  you, 
O  daughters  of  Jerufalem,  if  ye  find  my  Beloved,  that  ye  te!i  iiim 
that  1  am  fick  of  lore.  Chap.  viii.  1.  O  that  thou  welrt  as  my  bro- 
ther that  fucked  the  breafb  of  my  mother!  when  I  fhould  find  thee 
1  >ut,  I  would  kifs  thee,  yea,  I  fhould  not  be  defpifed. 
s  Matth.  v.  6.  BlefTed  are  they  which  do  hunger  and  third  after 
righteoufnefs,  for  they  fhall  be  filled. 

/  2  Cor.  v.  2.  For  in  this  we  groan  earneftly,  deli  ring  to  be 
clothed  upon  with  our  hotlfe  which  is  from  heaven.  Phif.  i.  23. 
For  I  am  in  a  flrait  betwixt  two,  having  a  defire  to  depart,  and  to 
be  with  Chrift;  which  is  lar  betrer,  &c.  Song  ii.  3,  4,  J.  1  fat 
down  under  his  (hadow  with  great  delight,  and  his  fruit  wasfweet 
to  my  tafte.  He  brought  me  to  the  banquetting-houfe,  and  'tis 
banner  over  me  was  love.  Stay  me  with  flaggons,  comfor*  me 
with  apples;   for  I  am  fkk  of  love. 

u  job.  iv.  19.  How  much  lefs  them  that  dwell  in  houfc.;  of  clav, 
whole  foundation  is  in  the  dufl  vhich  are  before  the  moth  ?  Pfal. 
xc.  t.  Lord  tiiou  haft  been  our  dwelling  place  in  all  generations. 
and  xci.  I.  He  that  dwelleth  in  the  fecret  place  oi  High, 

fliall  abide  under  the  (hadow  of  the  Almighty.   1  John  iv.  16.  God 
is  love;  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love,  dwelleth  IQ  Gcd 

in  him. 
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I  am  not  where  all  men  may  fee, 
But  where  I  never  yet  could  be  v. 
I'm  full  of  hell  w,  yet  full  of  heav'n  x  \ 
Vm  ftill  upright  yf  yet  ftill  uneven  a  5 
Imperfect  a}  yet  a  p  erf  eft  faint  b  ; 
Pm  ever  poor  cy  yet  never  want  d. 
No  mortal  eye  fees  God  and  lives  <% 
Yet  fight  of  him  my  foul  revives/". 
*     I  live  beft  when  I  fee  mo  ft  bright  £; 
Yet  live  by  faith,  and  not  by  fight  h. 

v  Ifa.  xxxiii.  16.  He  fhall  dwell  on  high*  his  place  of  defence 
fhall  be  the  munition  of  rocks.  Eph.  ii.  6.  And  hath  raifed  us  up 
together,  and  made  us  fit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift 
Jefus. 

%v  Eccl.  ix.  3.  The  heart  of  the  fons  of  men  is  full  of  evil,  and 
madnefs  is  in  their  heart  while  they  live,  and  after  that  they  go 
to  the  dead. 

x  Eph.  iii.  19.  And  to  know  the  love  of  Chrift,  which  pafteth 
knowledge,  that  ye  might  be  filled  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God. 

y  Pfalm  xviii.  23.  I  was  alfo  upright  before  him:  and  I  kept 
myfelf  from  mine  iniquity. 

z  Ezek.  xviii.  25.  Hear  now,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael,  are  not  your 
ways  unequal  ? 

a  Rev.  iii.  a.  Be  watchful,  and  ftrengthen  the  things  which  re- 
main, that  are  ready  to  die:  for  I  have  not  found  thy  works  per- 
fect before  God. 

h  I  Cor.  ii.  6.  Howbeit  we  fpeak  wifdom  among  them  that  are 
perfect.,  &c. 

c  Pfalm.  xl.  17.  But  I  am  poor  and  needy,  yet  the  Lord  thinketh 
upon  me. 

d  Pfalm  xxiii.  i.  The  Lord  is  my  (hepherd,  I  ill  all  net  want. 
And  xxriv.  10.  The  young  lions  do  lack,  and  fuiTer  hunger;  but 
they  that  feek  the  Lord  fhall  not  want  any  good  thing. 

e  Exod.  xxxiii. ^ao.  And  he  laid,  Thou  canfc  not  fee  my  face  : 
for  there  fhall  no  man  fee  me,  and  live. 

yjohn  V1./40.  And  this  is  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me,  that  e- 
very  one  which  feeth  the  Son,  and  believeth  on  him,  may  have 
everlafting  life.  Chap.  xx.  ao.  Then  were  the  difciples  glad  when 
they  faw  the  Lord. 

g  a  Cor.  iii.  18.  But  we  &11  with  open  face  beholding  as  in  a 
glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  arc  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from 
glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  Chap.  iv.  6.  For 
God  who  commanded  the  light  to  thine  out  of  darknefs,  hath  fliin- 
ed  in^our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
God,  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

b  Gal.  ii.  20.  I  am  crucified  with  Chrift:  Neverthelefs  1  live: 
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I'm  literal  /",  yet  have  nought  to  {pare  I  ; 
Mod  richly  cloth'd  /,  yet  itript  and  bare  t». 
My  (lock  is  rifen  by  my  fall  n  \ 
For,  having  nothing,  1  have  all  o. 
rnvfinful/>,  yet  I  have  no  fin  q  \ 
All  fpotted  o'err,  yet  wholly  clean/. 
Blacknefs  and  beauty  both  I  (hare. 
A  hcllifli  black,  a  heavenly  fair/. 


vet  not  I,  but  Cnriit  liveth  in  me;  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  ta 
the  ilcfh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  Go  i,  \vh  o  Loved  me,  an  J 
gave  Jiimfelf  for  me.  2  Cor.  v.  7.  For  we  walk  by  faith,  not  by 
fight. 

i  Pfalm  xxvii.   21.     The  wicked  borroveth,  and  payeth  not  a- 
gain  :   but  the  righteous  iheweth  mercy,  and  giveth. 

i  Zeph.  iii.  12.  I  will  alfo  leave  in  the  midft  of  thee  an  a  fR  idled 
an-d  poor  people,  and  they  (hall  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

/  Iia.  Ixi.  10.    I   wilt  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  my  ibul   thai! 
be  joyful  in  my  God,  for  he  hath  clothed  me  with  the  garmeo 
falvation,  he  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of  rig]  ,  as  a 

bridegroom  decketh  himfelf  with  ornaments,  and  as  a  bride  adorn- 
erh  heri'elf  with  her  jewels. 

m  Ezek.  xvi.  7.   I  have  caufed  thee  to  multiply  as  the  bud  of  the 
field,  and  thou  haft  increased  and  waxen  great,  and  thou  an 
10  excellent  ornaments  :   thy  breafts  are  fafhioued,  and  thine  hair 
is  grown,  whereas  thou  was  naked  and  bare.  Rev.  iii.  17.  Bee 
-  thou  fayeft,  I  am  rich,  and  increased  v.'ith  goods,  and  have  need  of 
nothing;   and  know. ft  not  that  til  >u  art  wretched.  table* 

and  pour,  and  blind,  and  nai 

n  Rom.  viii.  28.  And  we  know  that  all  things  work  together  for 
I,  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  ac. 
ing  to  Ins  pnrpofe. 

o  2  Cor.  vi.  10.— as  having  nothing,  and  yet  poiTciTing  all  tin 

p  Rom.  vii.  14.  For  we  know  that  the  law  is  fpiritual;  but  I  In 
carnal,  fold  under  fin.     v.  24..  O  wretched  man  that  I  an:, 
ill  a  1 1  deliver  me  from  tne  body  of  this  death  ? 

q  Numb,  xxiii.  21.  lie  hath  not  beheld  iniquity  in  Jacob, 
ther  hath  he  fecn  pervenenefs  in  Ifrael.  1  John  in.  9.  Y, 

-loth  not  commit  fin;  for  his  feed  remaineth   ia 
him:  and  he  cannot  fin,  ,rn  of  God. 

v:v.  3.  They  arc  all  gone  a  fide,  they  are  ail  together  be- 
come re  is  none  that  doth  good,  no  not  one.  ° 

hou  art  all  fair,  my  k>*e,  there  is  nofpot  in  thee. 

s  So:  ;.  i,  5.  I  am  black,  but  comely,  O  ye  ccu 
lem,  .v  uf  Kedar,  as  the  curtains  of  Solo; 

hold  thou  art  fair,  my  love;  behold  thou  art  fair,  thou  haft 

L 
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They're  of  the  dev'l,  who  fin  amain  /  : 
But  I'm  of  God,  yet  fin  retain  u  : 
This  traitor  vile  the  throne  affumes  v7 
Prevails,  yet  never  overcomes  w. 
I'm  without  guile,  an  Ifra?iite#, 
Yet  like  a  guileful  hypocrite  j; 
Maintaining  truth  in  th*  inward  part  %% 
With  falfehood  rooted  in  my  heart  a. 
Two  matters,  fare,  I  cannot  ferve  b% 
But  mud  from  one  regardlefs  fwerve f 
yet  felf  is  for  my  mafter  known  c9 
And  Jefus  is  my  Lord  alone  d. 

i  I  John  iii.  8.  He  that  committed*  fin,  is  of  the  devil ;  for  the 
devil  finneth  from  the  beginning. 

u  I  John  i.  8.  If  we  fay  that  we  have  no  fin,  we  deceive  our* 
felves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us. 

v  Rom.  vii,  23.  But  I  fee  another  law  in  my  members,  warring 
again.fl  the  law  of  my  mind,  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  to 
the  law  of  fin,  which  is  in  my  members. 

"w  Pfalm  lxv.  3.  Iniquities  prevail  again!!  me:  as  for  otir  tranf- 
grefifons,  thou  ilialt  purge  them  away.  Rom.  vi.  14.  For  fin  fhalt 
not  have  dominion  over  you;  for  ye  are  not  under  the  law,  but 
under  grace. 

»  John  i.  47.  Jefus  faw  Nathanael  coming  to  him,  and  faith  of 
him,  Behold  an  Ifraefite  iadeed  in  whom  is  no  guile.  Pfal.  xxxii, 
2.  BlefTed  is  the  man  unto  whom  the  Lord  imputeth  not  iniquity, 
and  in  whofe  fphit  there  is  no  guile. 

y  Pfalm  xix.  12.  Who  can  underfcand  his  errors?  cleanfe  thou 
me  from  fecret  faults. 

3  Pfaim  11.  6.  Behold  thou  defireft  truth  in  the  inward  parts  5 
and  in  the  hidden  part  thou  ilialt  make  me  to  know-wifdon*. 

a  Matth.  XV.  to.  For  out  of  the  'heart  proceed  evil  thoughts, 
murders,  adulteries,  fornications-,  thefts,  faffe-witnefs,  blafphemies. 

b  Matth.  vi.  24.  No  man  can  ferve  two  matters:  for  either  he 
will  hate  the  one,  and  love  the  other;  or  eife  he  will  hold  to  the 
one,  and  defpife  the  other.     Ye  cannot  ferve  God  and  mammon. 

c  Hof.  x.  1.  Iirael  is  an  empty  vine,  he  bringeth  forth  fruit  unto 
himfeff:  according  to  the  multitude  of  his  fruiT,  he  hath  increaf- 
ed  the  altars;  according  to  the  geodnefs  of  his  land,  they  have 
made  goodly  images.  Matth.  xvi.  24.  Then  faid  Jefus  unto  his 
difciples,  Tf  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himfelf,  and 
take  up  his  crofs,  and  follow  me. 

</Ifa.  xxvi.  13.  O  Lord  our  God,  other  lords  befides  thee  have 
had  dominion  over  us ;  but  by  thee  only  will  we  make  mention  of 
thy  name.  John  xx.  28.  And  Thomas  anfwered  and  faid  unto 
him,  My  Lord,  and  my  God. 
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I  feek  myfelf  tncefiantljr  /, 

Yet  daily  do  myfelf  deny/". 
To  me  'tis  (awful  evermore 
Myfelf  to  love  and  to  abiior  g. 
In  this  vain  world  I  live,  yet  fee 
I'm  dead  to  it  and  it  to  me  h* 
My  joy  is  endlels  f,  yet  at  bed 
Does  hardlv  for  a  moment  laft  i* 


•Jam.  iv.  j.  Vc  afk,  and  receive  not,  becaufe  re  afe  imift, 
that  ye  may  confume  it  upon  your  lufts.  Jer.xlv.  2,  5.  Thus  faith 
the  Lord  the  God  of  Ifratl  unto  thee,  &  Baruch,  And  feekeft  ihou 
great  things  for  thyfelf?  Seek  them  not;  for  behold,  I  will  bring 
evil  upon  all  flcfh,  faith  the  Lord;  but  thy  life  will  1  give  unto 
thee  for  a  prey  in  all  places  whither  thou  goeft. 

/Matth.  xv?.  24.  Set  later  c. 

^Lev.  lix.  18.  Thou  fhalt  not  avenge,  nor  bear  any  grudge  a- 
gainft  the  children  of  thy  people,  but  thou  ihalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bour as  thyfelf:  I  am  the  Lord.  Eph.  v.  29.  For  no  man  ever  yet 
hated  his  own  flefii;  but  nourilheth  and  cherifheth  it,  even  as  the 
Lord  the  church.  John  xii.  25.  He  that  loveth  his  life,  flia.ll  lofe 
It:  and  he  that  lofeth  his  life  in  this  world,  fhall  keep  it  unto  life 
eternal.  Job.  xlii.  6.  Wherefore  I  abhor  myfelf,  and  repent  ia 
duft  and  allies. 

h  Cob  iii.  3.  For  ye  are  dead,  and  your  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in 
God.  Gal.  vi.  14.  But  God  forbid  that  I  fhould  glory  fave  in  the 
crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  the  world  is  crucified  un- 
to Die,  and  I  unto  the  world. 

;  John  xvi.  22.  And  ye  now  therefore  have  forrow  :  but  I  will 
fee  you  again,  and  your  heart  fliall  rejoice,  and  your  joy  no  man 
taketh  from  you.  2  Theff.  ii.  16.  Now  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  him- 
felf,  and  God  the  Father,  which  hath  loved  us,  and  hath  given  us 
everlafiing  confolation,  and  good  hope  through  grace,  £cc. 

k  Pfal::i  xxx.  7.  Lord,  by  thy  favour  thou  haft  made  my  moun- 
tain to  ftand  ftrong  :  thou  didft  hide  thy  face,  and  I  was  troubled, 
Ifa.  xlix.  13,  14.  Sing,  O  leavens,  and  be  joyful,  O  earth;  and 
bicakforth  into  ringing,  O  mountains:  for  trie  Lord  hath  comfort- 
ed his  people,  and  will  have  mercy  upon  his  afflicted.  But  Zion 
fjiJ,  The  Lord  hath  forfaken  me,  2nd  my  Lord  hath  forgotten  me, 
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SECT.     III. 

Myftaries  about  the  faint's  work  and  warfare^  their  Jins, 
forroivSy  and  joys* 

ITT^HE  work  is  great  I'm  call'd  unto  a9 
JL      Yet  nothing's  left  for  me  to  do  b  : 
Hence  for  my  work  Heaven  has  prepared 
No  wages  cy  yet  ar  great  reward  d. 
To  works,  but  not  to  working  dead  e\ 
From  fin,  but  not  from  finning  freedjT, 
I  clear  myfelf  from  no  offence  g, 
Yet  waih  mine  hands  in  innocence  £.  , 


a  Phil.  H.  12.  Wherefore,  my  beloved,  as  ye  have  always  obeyed? 
not  as  in  my  prefence  only,  but  now  much  more  in  my  abfence; 
Work  out  your  own  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling. 
.  b  Phil.  h.  13  For  it  is  God  which  worketh  in  you\  both  to  will 
and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure.  Lev.  xx.  7,  8. Saue>.ifv  yourfelyes- 
therefore,  and  be  ye  holy:  for  I  am  the  Lord  your  God.  And  ye 
,-fliaU  keep  my  ftatutes,  and  do  themf  I  am  the  Lord  which  fancTti- 
fy  you.  / 

c  Rom,  vf.  23.    For  the  wages  of  fin  is  death:    but  the  gift  of 

God  is  eternal  life,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.     Chap.  xi.  6. 

And  if.  by  grace,  then  is  it  no  more  of  works;  otherwife  grace  is 

,110  more  grace.      But  if  it  be  of  works,  then  is  it  no  more  grace  ; 

otherwife  work  is  no  more  work. 

d  Pfalm  xix.  11.  Moreover,  by  them  [the  judgments  of  the  Lord] 
is  thy  fervant  warned:  and  in  keepingof  them  there  is  gre.at  re- 
ward. Pfalm  Iviii.  II.  Verily  there  is  a  reward  for*the  righte- 
ous :   verily  he  is  a  God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth. 

e  Rom.  vii.  4.  Wherefore,  my  brethren,  ye  alfo  are  become  dead 
to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Chrift;  that  ye  fliould  be  married  to  an- 
other, even  to  him  who  is  raifed  from  the  dead,  that  we  (hould 
brine  forth  fruit  unto  God.  Gah  ii.  I9.  For  1  through  the  law 
am  deal  to  the  law,  mat  I  might  live  unto  God. 

f\  John  i.  8  If  we  fay  that  we  have  no  fin,  we  deceive  ourfelves, 
find  the  truth  is  not  in  us.  Chap.  iii.  9.  Whofoever  is  born  of 
God,  doth  not  commit  fin;  for  his  feed  remainetfi  in  him:  and  he 
cannot' fin,  becaufe  he  is  born  of  God. 

g  Rom.  vii.  18.  For  I  know,  that  in  me  (that  is,  in  my  flefh) 
dwelleth.no  good  thing;  for  to  will  is  prefent  w^th  me;  but  how 
to  perform  that  which  is  good,  I  find  not. 

h  Pfalm  xxvi.  6.  I  will  wafh  mine  hands  in.  innocency ;  fo  will 
I  comnafs  thine  altar,  O  Lord. 
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Mv  Father's  anger  barns  like  fire  r, 
Without  a  fpark  of  furious  ire  k  :  * 

Though  (till  my  fins  difpleafing  be  /, 
Yet  ftill  I  know  he's  pleas' d  with  me  m* 

Triumphing  is  my  conftant  trade  ti, 
Who  yet  am  oft  a  captive  led  2. 
Mj  bloody  war  does  never  ceafe/, 
Yet  I  maintain  a  ftabje  peace  q. 

Mv  foes  affaulting  conquer  me. 
Yet  ne'er  obtain  the  victory  r  \ 
For  all  my  battles  loft  or  won, 
Were  gain'd  before  they  were  begun/. 


i  I  Kings  xi.  9.  And  the  Lord  was  angry  with  Solomon,  becaufe 
his  heart  was  turned  from  the  Lord  God  of  Ifraci,  which  had  ap- 
peared unto  him  twice. 

i  Ii'a.  xxvii.4.  Fury  is  not  in  me.  Chap.  Iiv.  9,  10.  For  this  is 
as  the  waters  of  Noah  unto  me:  for  as  1  have  fworn  that  the  wa- 
ters of  Noah  fhould  no  more  go  over  the  earth:  fo  have  I  fworn 
that  I  would  not  be  wroth  with  thee,  nor  rebuke  thee.  For  the 
mountains  lhall  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed,  but  my  kindnefs 
(hall  not  depart  from  thee,  neither  fhall  the  covenant  of  my  peace 
be  removed,  faith  the  Lord,  that  hath  mercy  on  thee 

/  Hab.  i.  13.  Thou  art  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  evil,  and 
canft  not  look  on  iniquity.  Jer  xliv.  4.  Howbeit,  I  fent  unto  you 
all  my  fervants  the  prophets,  fifing  early,  and  fending  them,  fay- 
ing, O  do  not  this  abominable  thing  that  I 

rr.  Matth.  iii.  17.  And  lo,  a  voice  from  heaven,  faying,  This  is 
my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed.  Rom  v.  10.  When 
we  were  enemies, we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son. 

n  2  Cor.  ii.  14.  Now  thanks  be  unto  God  which  always  caufeth 
us  to  triumph  in  Chrifr. 

0  Rom.  vii.  23.  But  I  fee  another  law  in  my  members,  warring 
againfl.  the  law  of  my  mind,  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  to  the 
law  of  fin,  which  is  in  my  members. 

p  Rom.  vii.  23.  See  letter  o.  I  Tim.  vi.  12.  Fight  the  good  fight 
of  faith,  &c.  Gal.  v.  17.  For  the  fleili  lufteth  againft  the  Spirit, 
and  the  Spirit  againft  the  fleih;  and  thefe  are  contrary  the  one  to 
the  otKcr;  fo  that  ye  cannot  do  the  things  that  ye  would 

q  Rom.  v.  1.  Therefore  being  juftified  by  faith,  we  have  peace 
with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jclus  Chrift.     If*.  Iiv.  10,  See  let 

r  Rom.  vii.  23.  See  fetter  o.  Chap.  viii.  3 - .  Nay,  in  ill  thefe 
things  we  arc  more  than  conquered*    through  him  that  loved  us. 

/I  Cur.  xv.  57.  But  thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us  the  vic- 
tory, through  oui  Lord  Jeius  Chrift. 
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I'm  dill  at  eafe,  and  (till  opprefl: ; 
Have  conftant  trouble,  conftant  reft  s ; 
Both  clear  and  cloudy  t>  free  and  bound  u\ 
Both  dead  and  living  v,  loft  and  found  w. 
Sin  for  my  good  does  work  and  win  x  ; 
Yet  'tis  not  good  for  me  to  tin  y. 
"  My  pleafure  iflues  from  my  pain  z  \ 
My  lofles  Itill  increafe  my  gain  a.  "1 


s  %  Cor.  iv.  8.  We  are  troubled  on  every  fide,  yet  riotdiftrefled* 
we  are  perplexed,  but  not  in  defpair.  John  xvi.  3$.  Thefe  thing* 
have  I  fpoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye  might  have  peace.  In  the 
world  ye  fliall  have  tribulation  ;  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  over- 
come the  world. "  Heb.  iv.  3.  For  we  which  have  believed,  do  en* 
ter  into  reft. 

t  Zcch.  xiv.  6,  7.  And  it  fliall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  that  the 
light  fliall  not  be  clear,  nor  dark.  But  it  fliall  be  one  day,  which 
fliall  be  known  to  the  Lord,  not  day  nor  night?  but  it  fliall  come 
to  pafs,  that  at  evening-time  it  fliall  be  light.  Mic.vii.8.  Rejoice  not' 
againft  me,  O  mine  enemy;  when  I  fall,  I  fliall  arife;  when  I  fit  in 
darknefs,  the  Lord  fliall  be  a.  light  unto  me, 

u  John  viii.  36.  If  the  Son  therefore  fliall  make  you  free,  yc 
fliall  be  free  indeed.  Acts  xx.  23.  The  Holy  Ghoft  witneffeth  ii* 
every  city,  faying,  that  bonds  and  afflictions  abide  me.    - 

v  %  Cor.  vi.  9. — as  dying,  and  behold  we  live.  Col.  iii  3.  For 
ye  are  dead,  and  your  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God. 

xu  Matth.  xviii.  1 1.  For  the  Son  of  man  is  come  to  fave  that 
which  was  loft.  Pfalm  cxix.  176.  I  have  gone  aftray  like  a  loft 
flieep,  feek  thy  fervant.  Phil.  iii.  9.  And  be  found  in  him,  not 
having  mine  own  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which 
is-th rough  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by 
faith. 

x  Rom.  viii.  %%.  And  we  know  that  ail  things  work  together  for 
£ood,  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  according 
to  his  purpofe.  Chap.  xif  II.  i  fay  then,  Have  they  Humbled  that 
they  fliould  fall?  God  forbid;  but  rather  through  their  fail  fal- 
vation  is  come  unto  the  Gentiles,  for  to  provoke  them  to  je'aloufy. 
y  Pfalm  Ixxxix.  31,  3a.  If  they  break  my  ftatutes,  and  keep  not 
my  commandments,  then  will  I  vifit  their  tranfgrellioo  with  the 
rod,  and  their  iniquity  with  ftripes. 

z  Pfalm  cxix.  67.  Before  T  was  affiled,  1  went  aftray:  but  now 
have  I  kept  thy  word.  v.  71.  It  is  good  tor  me  that  I  have  been 
afHicfced  :  that  I  might  learn  thy  ftatutes,  James  i,  2.  My  bre- 
thren, count  it  all  joy  when  you  fall  into  divers  temptations. 

a  Matth.  x.  39.  He  that  lofeth  his  life  for  my  fake,  fliall  find  it, 
Mark  x.  29,  30.  And  Jefus  anf  wered  and  laid,  Verily  I  fay  unro 
vou,  There  is  no  ma,o..  that  left  houie,  or brethren,,  or  frftera,  of 
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I'm  heal'd  ev'n  when  my  plagues  abound  h% 
Cover'd  with  dull  ev'n  when  I'm  crown'd  c  : 
As  low  as  death  when  living  high  Jy 
Nor  foal)  I  live,  yet  cannot  die  e. 
for  all  ray  fins  my  heart  is  lad, 
Since  God's  dilhoiiourVi/i   y£t  I'm  glad, 
Though  once  I  was  a  fiave  to  fin/, 
Since  God  does  thereby  honour  win  h. 

father,  or  mother,  or  wife,  or  children,  or  lanes  for  my  fake  and 
the  gofpcPs,  but  he  ill  a  1 1  receive  an  hundred-fold  now  in  this  time, 
houies,  and  brethren,  and  lifters,  ?nd  mothers,  and  children,  and 
lands,  with  perfections,   and  in  the  world  to  come  eternal  life. 

»  Rom.  vii.  24,  25.  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  ill  a  1 1  deli- 
ver me  from  the  bedy  of  this  death  !  I  thank  God,  through  Jefu* 
Chrift  our  Lord. 

c  viz.  with  mercy.  Job.  xlii.  5,  6.  1  have  heard  of  thee  by  the 
hearing  of  the  ear:  but  now  mine  eye  feeth  me.  Wherefore  I  ab- 
hor myielf,  and  repent  in  duft  and  allies.  Ezek.  xvi.  63.  That 
thou  mayefl  remember  and  be  confounded,  and  never  open  thy 
mouth  any  more  becaufe  of  thy  fhame,  when  I  am  pacified  toward 
thee  for  all  that  thou  haft  done,  faith  the  Lord  God. 

d  2  Cor.  vi.  9. — as  dying,  and  behold,  we  live. 

e  Heb.  ix.  27.  Ic  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die.  John  v.  24. 
Verily,  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  He  that  heareth  my  word,  and  be- 
lieveth  on  him  that  fent  me,  hath  everlafting  life,  and  lliall  not 
come  unto  condemnation;  but  is  pafTed  from  death  unto  life.  Chap, 
vi.  40.  And  this  is  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me,  that  every  one 
which  feeth  the  Son,  and  believeth  on  him,  may  have  everlafting 
life,  v .  50,  51.  This  is  the  bread  which  cometh  down  from  heaven, 
that  a  man  may  eat  thereof,  an4  not  die.  I  am  the  living  bread 
which  came  down  from  heaven  ;  if  any  man  eat  of  this  bread,  he 
lliall  live  forever  :  and  the  bread  that  I  will  give,  is  my  flefii, 
which  I  will  give  for  the  life  of  the  world. 

/Pialm  li.  4.  Againft  thee,  thee  only  have  I  finned,  and  done 
this  evil  in  thy  fight. 

g  Rom.  vi.  17.  But  God  be  thanked,  that  ye  were  the  fervanta 
of  fm,  but  ye  have  obeyed  from  the  heart  that  form  of  do&ciue 
which  was  delivered  unto  you. 

h  lfa.  xli.  24.  Sing,  O  ye  heavens;  for  the  Led  ha.th  done  it  : 
fliout,  ye  lower  parts  of  the  earth  :  break  forth  into  tinging,  ve 
mountain,  O  forcfh,  and  every  tree  therein:  for  the  Lord  hath  re- 
deemed Jacob,  and  glorified  himfelf  In  Ifrael,  £ph.  i.  6.  To  the 
prail'e  o!  the  glory  of  his  grace,  v.  12.  That  we  fliould  be  to  the 
praife  of  hi*  ^lory. 
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My  fins  are  ever  in  his  eye/, 
Yet  he  beholds  no  fin  in  mei; 
His  mind  that  keeps  them  all  in  ft  ore, 
Will  yet  remember  them  no  more/. 
Becaufe  my  fins  are  great,  I  feel 
Great  fears  of  heavy  wrath  m  ;  yet  ftill 
For  mercy  feek,  for  pardon  wait, 
Becaufe  my  fins  are  very  great  n. 
I  hope  when  plung'd  into  defpair  o% 
I  tremble  when  I  have  no  fearj). 

i  Rev,  iii.  I.  I  know  thy  works,  that  thau  halt  a  name  that  them 
liyeft,  and  art  dead.  v.  15.  I  know  thy  works,  that  thou  art  nei-. 
ther  cold  nor  hot. 

i  Numb,  xxiii.  it.  He  hath  not  beheld  iniquity  in  Jacob,  nei- 
ther hath  he  fecn  perverfenefs  in  Ifrael.  Song  iv.  7;  Then  art  all 
fair,  my  love,  there  is  no  fpot  in  thee.  Ezek.  xvi.  14.  And  thy  re- 
nown went  forth  among  the  Heathen  for  thy  beauty:  for  it  was. 
perfect  through  my  comelinefs  which  I  had  put  upon  thee,  faith 
the  Lord  God.  # 

/Ifa.  xliii.  25.  I,  even  I  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgref- 
fions  for  mine  own  fake,  and  will  not  remember  thy  fins.  Jer.  xxxu 
34.  I  will  forgive  their  iniquity,  and  I  will  remember  their  fin  no. 
more.  Hebu  viii.  12.  I  will  be  merciful  to  their  unrighteoufnefs, 
ana  their  fins  and  their  iniquiries  will  I  remember  no  more. 

.jw'Ezra  ix..l3,  14.  And  after  all  that  is  come  upon  us  for  our 
evil  deeds,  and  for  our  great  trefpafr,  feeing  that  thou  our  God 
h'aft  puoifhed  us  lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve,  and  ha,ft  given  us 
fiich  deliverance  as  this,{hould  we  again  break  thy  commandments, 
and  join  in  affinity  with  the  people  of  thefe  abominations?  wouldft 
not  thou  be  angry  with  us  till  thou  hadfl:  confumed  us,  fo  that  there  - 
fhoiild  be  no  remnant  nor  efcaping?  Pfalm  xxxviii.i.  G  Lord,  re- 
bukem.e  not  in  thy  wrath:  neither  chaften  me  in  thy  hot  difpleafure, 

n  Pialrii  xxv.  lit  For  thy  name's  fake,  O  Lord,  pardon  mine  in#s 
quity;  for  it  is  great.  Jer.  xiv.  7.  O  Lord,  though  our  iniquities  tef- 
ti-ly  againft.  us,  do  thou  it  for  thy  name's  fake:  for  our  backflidings 
are  many,  we  have  finned  againfi:  thee. 

0  Pvoni.  iv.  18.  Who  [Abraham]  againfi  hope  believed  in  hope. 
a  Cor.  i.  8,  9.  For  we  would  not,  brethren,  have  you  ignorant  of 
our  trouble  which  came  to  us  in  Afia,  that  Ave  were  prefied  out  of 
meafurc,  above  ftrength,  infomuch  that  we  defpaired  even  of  life: 
but  we  had  the  fentence  of  death  in  ourfelves,  that  we  ihouldnot 
trufi:  in  ourfelves,  but  in  God  which  raifeth  the  dead. 

lp  Phil,  ii.  12.  Wherefore,  my  beloved,  as  ye  have  always  obey- 
ed, not  as  in  my  prefence  only,  but  now  much  more  in  my  abfence; 
work  out  your  own  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling.  Luke  i.  74. 
That  he  would  grant  unto  us,  that  we  being  delivered  put  of  tke 
Panels  of  our  enemies,  might  ferve  him  without  fear. 
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Pardons  difpels  my  griefs  and  fears  q, 
And  yet  diffolve  my  heart  in  tears  r. 

SECT.     IV. 

in  Faith*/  extractions,   way  and  %v*It%  prayer* 
"and  anfwfrSi  heighths  and  depths,  fear  andl^ve. 

WITH  wafps  and  bees  my  bufy  bill 
Sucks  ill  fifom  ^d  from  ill  a : 

Hunfil'ty  makes-roy  pride  to  grow, 
And  pride  afpiring  lays  me  low  b. 

q  Mafth.  ix.  2.  Jefus  faid  unto  the  Tick  of  the  paliy,  Son,  be  of 
good  cheer, thy  fins  be  forgiven  thee. 

r  £zek.  xxxvi.  25,  26.  Then  will  I  fprinkle  clean  water  upon 
you,  and  re  lhall  be  clean  :  from  all  your  filthinefs,  and  from  all 
your  id  Is  will  I  cleanfe  you.  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and 
a  new  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you,  and  I  will  take  away  the  ftcney 
heart  out  of  your  flefh,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  of  flefh.  -p.  31* 
Then  fliall  ye  remember  your  own  evil  ways,  and  your  doing* 
that  were  not  good,  and  fhall  loath  yourfelves  in  your  own  fight- 
for  your  iniquities,  and  lor  your  abominations.  Chap.  xvi.  63. 
That  thou  mayeft  remember  and  be  confounded,  and  never  open 
thy  mouth  any  more  becaufe  of  thy  ihame,when  I  am  pacified  to- 
ward thee  far  all  that  thou  haft  done,  faith  the  Lord  God. 

a  Rom.  ii.  4.  Or  defpifeft'thou  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs,  and 
forbearance,  and  long-fuftering :  not  knowing  that  the  goodnefs  of 
God  leadcth  thee  to  repentance  ?  Chap.  vi.  1,  2.  What  fhall  we 
fav  then  ?  fhall  we  continue  in  fin,  that  grace  may  abound?  God 
forbid  :  how  fhall  we  that  are  dead  to  fin  live  any  longer  therein? 
v.  15.  What  tJien?  fliall  we  fin,  becaufe  we  are  not  under  the  law, 
but  under  grace  ?  Gv>d  forbid.  Chap.  viii.  28.  And  we  know  that 
all  things  work  together  for  good,  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them 
who  are  the  called  according  to  his  purpofe.  Phil.  i.  12.  But  I 
would  vc  fliould  underftand,  brethren,  that  the  things  which  hap- 
d  onto  me,  have  fallen  out  unto  the  furtherance  of  the  go- 
fpel.  PJalm  cxix.  ;i.  It  is  good  ior  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted; 
that  I  might  Lam  thy  ftatutes. 

And  left  I  fliould  be  exalted  above  meafure, 

through  the1  abundance  of  the  revelations,  there  was  given  to  mea 

thorn  in  the  Actluthc  me  (Tender  of  Satan  tobufFct  me, left  1  fliould 

be  exa  it  meafuxe.     Prov.  xxix.  2$.     A  man's  pride  fhall 

:    but  honour  iliall  uphold  the  humble  in  fpirit. — 

:.6.  Hczc-kiah  humbled  himfeH  for  the  pride'  o!  hit 

and   the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem),    fo  that  the 

wrath  oi  the  Lord  cane  not  upon  them  in  the  day*  of  HczckijL*. 
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My  (landing  does  my  fall  procure  c, 
My  falling  makes  me  (land  more  fure^f 
My  poifon  does  my  phyfic  proye  ef 
My  enmity  provokes  my  love/i 

My  poverty  infers  my  wealthy, 
My  (icknefs  i  flues  in  my  health  h : 
My  hardnefs  tends  to  make  me  fofu. 
And  killing  things  do  cure  me  oft  k. 
While  high  attainments  caft  me  down^ 
My  deep  abafements  raife  me  foon/: 

c  Pfalm  xix.  6,  7.  And  in  my  profperity  I  faid,  I  fTiall  neyer  be 
moved.  Lord,  by  thy  favour  thou  haft  made  my  mountain  to 
itand  ftrong :   thou  didft  hide  thy  face,  and  I  was  troubled. 

d  Prov.  xxiv.  16.  For  a  juft  man  falleth  feveu  time3,  and  rifeth, 
up  again.  Pfalm  xxivii.  24.  Though  he  fall,  he  fhall  not  be  uK 
terly  caft  down;  for  the  Lord  upholdeth  him  with  his  kind. 

e  z  Cor.  xii.  7,  8.  And  left  I  thould  be  exalted  above  meafure 
through  the  abundance  of  the  revelations,  there  was  given  to  me  a 
thorn  in  the  flefh,  the  m'effenger  of  Satan  to  buffet  me,  left  I  fhould 
be  exalted  above  meafure.  For  (.hifl  thing  I  befought  the  Lord  thrice, 
that  it  might  depart  from  me.  Ifa.  xxvii.  8,  9.  In  meafure  when 
it  fhooteth  forth, thou  wilt  debate  with  it;  he  ftayeth  his  roughwind 
in  the  day  of  his  eaft-wind.  By  this  therefore  fhall  the  iniquity 
•f Jacob  be  purged,  and  this  is  all  the  fruit  to  take  away  his  fin. 
/Gal.  v.  %7,  The  flefh  lufteth  againft  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit 
again  ft  the  flefh.  v.  24.  And  they  that  are  Chrift's,  have  crucified 
the  flefh,  with  the  affections  and  lufts. 

g  Rev.  ii.  9.  I  know  thy  poverty,  but  thou  art  rich,  a  Cor.  vi, 
ic.~-as  having  nothing,  and  yet  pofTefiing  all  things. 

h  Matth.  ix.  1$.  They-. that  be  whole  need  not  a  phyfician,  but 
they  that  are  Tick.  Ifa.  lvii.  17,  18.  For  the  iniquity  of  his  cove- 
toufnefs  was  T  wroth  and  fmote  hirr* :  I  hid  me  and  was  wroth,  and 
he  went  on  frowardly  in  the  way  of  his  heart.  I  have  feen  his  ways, 
and  will  heal  him:  I  will  lead  him  alfo,  and  reftore  comforts  untq 
him,  and  to  his  mourners. 

i  Ifa.  lxiii.  17,  Q  Lord,  why  haft  thou  made  us  to  err  from  thy 
ways?  and  hardened  our  heart  from  thy  fear?  Return  for  thy  fer- 
vant's  fake,  the  tribes  of  thine  inheritance. 

k  %  Cor.  i.  9.  But  we  had  the  fentence  of  death  in  ourfelvcs, 
that  we  fhould  not  truft  in  ourfelves,  but  in  (3od,  which  raifeth. 
the  dead.  Hof.  v.  15  1  will  go  and  return  to  my  place,  till  they 
acknowledge  their  offence,  ana!  feek  my  face:  in  their  affliction 
they  will  feek  me  early.  Chap.  vi.  I.  Come  and  let  us  return  un- 
to the  Lord;  for  he  hath  torn,  and  he  will  heal  us;  he  hath  fmit- 
ten,  and  he  will  bind  us  up. 

;  I  pet.  v.  6.  Be  fubject  one   to'anqtlier,  an4  be  clothed   with 
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My  beft  things  oft  have  evil  brood  m% 

My  word  things  work  my  greateft  good  n. 

My  inward  foes  that  me  alarm, 

Breed  me  much  hurt,  yet  little  harm  o. 

1  get  no  good  by  them  *,  yet  fee 

To  my  chief  good  they  caufe  me  flee/>. 

They  reach  to  me  a  deadly  ftroke  q , 

Yet  fend  me  to  a  living  rock  r. 

They  make  me  long  for  Canaan's  banks  s% 

Yet  fure  I  owe  them  little  thanks. 

humility;  for  God  refifteth  the  proud,  and  giveth  grace  to  the  hum- 
ble. Humble  yourfelves  therefore  under  the  mighty  hand  of  Godf 
that  he  may  exalt  you  in  due  time.     Pfaloi  cxvi.  6.  I  was  brought 

tw,  and  he  helped  me. 
m  Pfalm  xxx.  6,  7.  And  in  my  profperity  I  faid,  I  fhall  never  be 
moved.  Lord,  by  thy  favour  thou  haft  made  my  mountain  to  (land 
tlrong:  thou  uidft  hide  thy  face,  and  I  was  troubled.  Deut.xxxii. 
14,  15.  Butter  of  kine,  and  milk  of  fheep.  with  fat  of  lambs  and 
rams  of  the  breed  of  Bafhan,  and  goats,  with  the  fat  of  kidneys,  of 
'  wheat;  and  thou  didft:  drink  the  pure  blood  of  the  grape.  But  Je- 
fhurun  waxed  fat,  and  kicked;  thou  art  waxen  fat,  thou  art  grown 
thick,  thou  art  covered  with  fatnefs:  then  he  forfook  the  God 
which  made  him,  and  lightly  efteemed  the  rock  of  his  falvation. 
Pfalm  cvi.  7.  Our  fathers  underftood  net  thy  wonders  in  Egypt* 
they  remembered  not  the  multitude  of  thy  mercies  but  provoked 
him  at  the  fe?,cven  at  the  Red-fea. 

n  Pfalm  xi.  11.  Thou  hafl  turned  forme  my  mourning  int» 
dancing  :  thou  had  put  off  my  fackcloth,  and  girded  me  with  glad- 
nefs.      Rom.  viii.  28.  See  Letter  a. 

0  Jer.  x.  19.  Wo  is  me  for  my  hurt,  my  wound  is  grievous!  but 
I  faid.  Truly  this  is  a  grief,  and  I  muft  bear  it.  I  Pet.  iii.  13. 
And  who  is  he  that  will  harm  you;  if  ye  be  followers  of  that  which 
is  good  ? 

*  viz.  in  tbem/ehfti  but  much  evil,  I  Pet.  ii.  II.  Dearly  beloved,  1 
befeech  ycu  as  (hangers  and  pilgrims,  abflain  from  flefhly  lufl«, 
which  war  againfc  the  foul.  James  i.  14,  15.  But  every  man  is 
tempted,  when  he  is  drawn  away  by  his  own  lull,  and  enticed. 
Then  when  lufl  hath  conceived,  it  bringeth  forth  fin;  and  fin, 
when  it  is  fiuiihed,  bringeth  forth  death. 

/  Pfalm  cxiiii.  9.  Deliver  me,  O  Lord,  from  mine  enemies:  1 
iite  unto  thee  to  hide  me. 

q  Root,  v'.i '.  {3.  If  ye  live  after  the  flefh,  ye  fliall  die. 
r  Pfalm  xviii.  46,  47.  The  Lord  liveth,  and  bl  cried  be  my  rock: 
and  let  the  God  of  my  falvation  be  exalted.     It  is  God  that  avea- 
^tth  me,  .-jnd  fubdueth  the  people  under  rnc. 

«  Pkl  And  I  faid,  O  that  I  had  wings  like  a  d©Tc!  £0* 
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I  travel/,  yet  (land  .firm  and  faft  u  ; 
I  rnn  vy  but  yet  1  make  no  hafte  w. 
I  take  away  both  eld  and  new  ^, 
Within  my  fight  y,  yet  out  of  views. 
My  way  directs  me  in  the  way  #, 
And  will  not  fuffer  me  to  dray  b  \ 
Though  high  and  out  qf  fight  it  be, 
I'm  in  the  way,  the  way's  in  me  c. 


then  would  I  fly  away,  and  be  at  reft.  And  CXX.5.W0  h  me, that  I  fo- 
journ  in  Mefech,  that  I  dwell  in  tents  of  Kedar.  Rom.  viii.  20 — 23. 
For  the  creature  was  made  iubjeet  to  vanity, not  willingly,  but  by 
reafon  of  him  who  hath  fubje&ed  the  fame  in  hope  :  because  the 
creature  itfelf  alfo  fliall  be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corrup- 
tion, into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God.  For  we  know 
the  whole  creation  groaneth,  and  travelleth  in  pain  together  until 
now  :  and  not  only  they,  but  ourfelves  alfo,  which  have  the  firft- 
fruits  of  the  Spirit,  even  we  ourfelves  groan  within  ourfelves,  wait- 
ing for  the  adoption,  to  wit,  the  redemption  of  our  body. 

/  Heb.  xi.  i3.-r*an.d  confefTed  that  they  were  ftrangers  and  pil- 
grims on  the  earth. 

u  1  Cor.  xvi.  13.  Watch  ye,  ftand  faft  in  the  faith;  quit  you  like 
men,  be  ftrong. 

v  Heb.  xii.  1.  Let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  fet  be* 
fore  us. 

xv  Ifa.  xxvin.  16.  He  that  believeth,  fliall  not  make  hafte. 

*c  Jer.  vi.  16.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Stand  ye  in  the  ways  and 
fee,  and  afk  for  the  old  paths,  where  is  the  good  way,  and  walk 
therein,  and  ye  fliall  find  reft  for  your  fouls.  Heb.  x.  19,  20.  Hav- 
ing therefore,  brethren,  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holieft  by  the 
blood  of  Jefus,  by  a  new  and  living  way,  which  he  hath  cpnfecra- 
ted  for  us,  through  the  vail,  that  is  to  fay,  his  flefti. 

y  I  Cor,  xiii.  12.  For  we  now  fee  through  a  glafs,  darkly;,  but 
then  face  to  face:  now  I  know  in  part;  but  then  fliall  I  know 
even  as  I  alfo  am  known. 

se  John  xvi.  io.  I  go  to  my  Father,  and  ye  fee  me  no  more. 

g  John  xiv.  6.  Jefus  faith  unto  him,  I  am  the  way: — no  man 
cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by  me. 

b  Ifa.  xlii.  l6.  And  I  will  bring  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they 
knew  not;  I  will  lead  them  in  paths  that  they  have  not  known  :  I 
will  make  darknefs  light  before  them,  and  crooked  things  ftraight, 
Thefe  things  will  I  do  unto  them,  and  not  forfake  them.  Chap. 
v.  4.  Behold,  I  have  given  him  to  be  a  leader  and  commander  to 
the  people. 

c  lfa.  xxxv.  8.  And  an  high- way  fliall  be  there,  and  a  way,  and 
it  (lialS  be  called  the  way  of  holinefsj  the  unclean  fliall  not  pafs 
over  it,  but  it  iliab  be  for  thofe :  the  wayfaring  men,  though  fools, 
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'Tis  ftraijgllt d,  yet  full  of  heighths  and  depths**  | 
I  kept  the  way/;  the  way  me  keeps  g.    % 
And  being  that  to  which  I  tend, 
Mv  very  way's  my  journey's  end  h* 
When  I'm  in  company  I  groan, 
Becaufe  I  then  am  mod  alone  i) 
Yet  in  my  clofeft  fecrecy, 
I'm  joyful  in  my  company  i* 

fhall  not  err  therein.  John  xv.  14.  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you. 
Chan.  xvii.  %%  I  in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they  may  be 
made  perfect  in  one,  and  that  the  world  may  know  that  thou  haft 
fent  me,  and  haft  loved  them,  as  thou  haft  loved  me.  *.  26  And 
I  have  declared  unto  them  thy  name,  and  will  declare  it:  t.i. 
love  wherewith  thou  haft  loved  me,  may  be  in  them,  and  1  in  them. 
d  Matth.  iii.  3.  This  is  he  that  was  fpoken  of  by  the  prophet 
Efaias,  faying,  The  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wildernefs,  Prepare 
ye  the  wa'y  of  the  Lord,  make  his  paths  ftraiju. 

e  Ifa.  xl.  3,  4  The  voice  of  him  that  crieth  in  the  wilderneis, 
Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord,  make  ftraight  in  the  defar'f  a  high- 
way for  our  God.  Every  valley  iliall  be  exalted,  and  every  moun- 
P  tain  and  hill  fhall  be  made  low  :  and  the  croc  ked  fhall  be  made 
ftraight,  and  the  rough  places  plain.  Chap.  x!ii.  16.  See  letter  b. 
Pfalm  lxxvii.  13.  Thy  way,  O  God,  is  in  the  fanchiary.  v.  19.  Thy 
way  is  in  the  fea,  and  thy  path  in  the  great  waters,  and  thy  root- 
fteps  are  nor  known. 

/  Pfalm  xxxv'n.  34.     Wait  on  the  Lord,  and  keep  his  way,  and 
he  tli all  exalt  thee  to  inherit  the  land. 

g  P  $,  4.  He  will  not  fmTer  thy  foot  to  be  moved:   be 

that  keepeth  thee  will  nor  (lumber.  Behold,  he  that  keepeth  Ifrael, 
fliall  neither  ilumber  nor  fleep. 

h  Heb.  xii.  22,  23,  24.     But  ye  are  come  unto  mount  Sion,  an€ 

unto  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  and  to 

an  innumerable  ol   angels,  to  the  general  aflernbly  and 

churcii  ol  I  -n,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God 

the  jofjge  of  all,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect,  and  to 

i  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of  fprink- 

ter  things  than  the  blood  of  Abel.      1  ThefT. 

.     Then  we  which  are  alive  and  remain,  fhall  be  caught  up 

her  with  them  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air:   and 

fo  iliall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord. 

ng  i.  3.  Tell  me,  O  thou  whom  my  foul  loveth,  where  thou 

here  thou  makeft  thy  fl   ck  to   reft   at  noon  :    for  why 

lhould  I  be  as  one  that  turned*  alide  by  the  docks  of  thy  co.    pa- 

:,S  ? 

/Song  vii.  11,   12.  Come  my  beloved,  let  us  go  forth  into  the 

field,  let  us  lodge  in  the  villages.     Let  us  get  up  early  to  the  vine- 
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Pnv  heard  afar  I9  without  a  noife ; 
I  cry  without  a  lifted  voice  m  ; 
Still  moving  in  devotion's  fphere«, 
Yet  feldoni  fteady  perfevere  o> 
Vm  heard  when  anfwer'dfoon  or  late/ j 
And  heard  when  I  no  anfwer  gety; 
Yea,  kindly  anfwer'd,  when  refus'd  r, 
And  friendly  treat  when  fiarfhly  us'dyi 


yards,  let  us  fee  if  the  vineflourifh,  whether  the  tender  grape  tip* 
pear,  and  the  pomegranates  bud  forth  :  for  there  will  I  give  thee 
my  loves.^ 

/Pfalm  xx.  6.  Now  know  I,  that  the  Lord  faveth  his  anointed  1 
he  will  hear  him  from  his  holy  heaven,  with  the  laving  ftrength  of 
his  right-hand* 

m  i  Sam.  i.  13,  14,  1$.  Now  Hannah,  fhe  fpake  in  her  heart, 
only  her  lips  moved,  but  her  voice  Was  not  heard  :  therefore  Eli 
thought  fhe  had  been  drunken.  And  Eli  faid  unto  her,  How  long 
wilt  thou  be  drunken  ?  put  away  thy  wine  from  thee.  And  Han- 
nah anfwered  and  faid,  No,  my  Lord,  I  am  a  woman  of  a  forrow-* 
ful  fpirit;  I  have  drunken  neither  wine  nor  ftrong  drink,  but  have 
poured  out  my  foul  before  the  Lord. 
n  1  TheiT.  v.  17.  Pray  without  ceafing* 

o  Hof.  vi.  4.  O  Ephraim,  What  fhall  I  do  unto  thee  ?  O  Judahf 
what  fhall  i  do  unto  thee?  for  your  goodnefs  is  as  a  morning-cloud, 
and  as  the  early  dew  it  goeth  away. 

p  Ifa.  xlii.  8.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  in  an  acceptable  time  have 
1  heard  thee,  and  in  a  day  of  falvation  have  I  helped  thee. 

q  Matth.  xxvi.  39.  And  Jefus  went  a  little  further,  and  fell  on 
his  face,  and  prayed,  faying,  O  my  Father,  if  it  be  poflibie,  let  this 
eup  pafs  from  me*  neverthelefs,  not  as  I. will,  but  as  thou  wilt. 

r  Pfalm  xxii.  I,  2,  %.  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  for-* 
faken  me  ?  why  art  thou  fo  far  from  helping  me,  and  from  the 
words  of  my  roaring?  O  my  God,  1  cry  in  the  day-time,  but  thou 
heareft  not ;  and  in  the  night  feafon,  and  am  not  filent.  But  thou 
art  holy,  O  thou  that  inhabited  the  praifes  of  lfrael. 

/Heb.  xii.  5,  6,  7,  8,9, 10.  And  ye  have  forgotten  the  exhorta- 
tion which  fpeaketh  unto  you  as  children,  My  fon,  defpife  not  thou 
the  chaftehing  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint  when  thou  art  rebuked  of 
him.  For  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chafteneth,  and  icourgeth  eve* 
ty  fon  whom  he  receiveth.  if  ye  endure  chaftening,  God  dealeth 
with  you  as  with  fons ;  for  what  ion  is  lie  whom  the  father  chaften* 
€th  not  ?  But  if  ye  be  without  chaftifement,  whereof  all  are  par- 
takers, then  are  ye  baftards,  and  not  fons.  Furthermore,  we  have 
had  fathers  of  our  flefh,  which  corrected  us,  and  we  gave  them  re- 
verence: fhall  we  not  much  rather  be  in  fubje&ion  to  the  Father 
of  fpirits,  aad  five  ?     For  they  verily  for  a  fevy  days  chaftened  us 
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My  fervent  pray'rs  ne'er  did  prevail  s, 
Nor  e'er  of  prevalency  fail/. 
I  wreftle  till  my  ftrengthbe  fpent //, 
Yet  yield  when  tlrong  recruits  are  fent^. 
I  languim  for  my  Kufband's  charms™. 
Yet  faint  away  when  in  his  arms*. 
My  fweeteft  he.ilth  doth  ficknefs  prove  \ 
When  love  me  teals,  I'm  fick  of  love  r. 


after  their  own  pleafure;  but  he  for  our  profit,  that  we  might  be 
partakers  of  his  holinefs. 

3  Dan.  ii.  8,  19  O  my  God,  incline  thine  ear,  and  hear;  open 
thine  eyes,  and  behold  our  defolations,  and  the  city  which  is  called 
by  thv  name:  for  we  do  not  prefent  our  fupplications  before  thee 
for  our  righteoufnefs,  but  for  thy  great  mercies.  O  Lord,  hear; 
O  Lord,  forgive;  O  Lord,  hearken  and  do;  defer  not,  for  thine 
own  fake,  O  my  God:  for  thy  city,  and  thy  people  are  called  by 
thy  name. 

/James  v.  16.  The  effectual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man 
availeth  much. 

v  Gen.  xxxii.  24,  25.  And  Jacob  was  left  alone  :  and  there 
wreflled  a  man  with  him  until  the  breaking  of  the  day.  And  when 
he  law  that  he  prevailed  not  againft  him,  he  touched  the  hollow 
of  his  thigh  :  and  tiac  hollow  of  Jacob's  thigh  was  out  of  joint,  as 
he  wreftlcd  with  h  m. 

vPfalm  exxxviii.  3.  In  the  day  when  I  cried,  thou  anfweredft 
me  :  and  ftrengthenedit  me  with  ftrength  in  my  foul.  Gen.  xviii. 
32,  33.  And  he  faid,  Oh  let  not  the  Lord  be  angry,  and  I  will 
fpeak  but  this  once:  Peradventure  ten  fliall  be  found  there.  And 
the  Lord  went  his  way,  as  foon  as  he  had  left  communing  with 
Abraham:   and  Abraham  returned  unto  his  place. 

iv  Pfalm  Ixiii.  2.  My  fielh  longeth  to  fee  thy  power  and  thv 
glory,  fo  as  1  have  feen  thee  in  the  fan&uary.  And  xxvii,  4.  One 
thing  hare  I  deured  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  feck  after,  that  I  may 
dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  mv  life,  to  behold  the 
beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  enquire  in  his  temple. 

x  Rev.  i.  17.  And  when  I  faw  him,  I  fell  at  his  feet  as  dead  : 
and  he  laid  nis  right  hand  upon  me,  faying  unto  me,  Fear  not;  1 
am  the  firft  and  the  lafb. 

y  Song  ii.  4,  5.  He  brought  me  to  the  banqueting-houfe,  ani 
his  banner  over  me  was  love.  Stay  me  with  flaggOQS,  comfort  m« 
vrith  apples:  for  I  am  fick  tf  leve. 
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I  am  moft  merry  when  iVrf  fads  ; 
Moft  full  of  ibrrow  when  I'm  glad  a  \ 
Moll  precious  when  I'm  moil  vile  b> 
$.nd  moil  at  home  when  in  exile  r. 
My  bafe  and  honourable  birth 
Excites  my  mourning  and  my  mirth  d, 

a  I  Cor.  vii.  10.  For  godly  forrow  werkerh  repentance  unto 
falvation  not  to  be  repented  of.  Eccl.  vii.  3.  Sorrow  is  Better 
than  laughter;  for  by  the  fadnefs  of  the  countenance  the  heart  is 
made  better. 

a  Prov.  xiv.  13.  Even  in  laughter  the  heart  is  ibrrowful;  and 
the  end  of  that  mirth  is  heavinefs. 

b  job  xl.  4.  Behold,  I  am  vile,  what  fhall  1  anfwer  thee  ?  I 
will  lay  mine  hand  upon  my  mouth.  Chap,  x] i i\  5 ,  6.  I  have  heard 
of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear ;  but  now  mine  eye  fetth  thee. 
Wherefore  I  abhor  inyfelf,  and  repent  in  dud  and  allies.  Jer.  xxxi. 
18,  19,  20.  I  have  furely  heard  Ephraim  bemoaning  himielf  thus* 
Thou  hail  chaftifed  me,  and  I  was  chaftifed,  as  a  bullock  unaccus- 
tomed to  the  yoke  :  turn  thou  me,  and  I  fhall  be  turned ;  for* 
thou  art  the  Lord  my  God.  Surely  after  that  I  was  turned,  I  re- 
pented; and  after  that  I  was  inftru&ed,  I  fmote  upon  my  thigh  : 
1  was  afhamed  ;  yea,  even  confounded,  becaufe  t  did  bear  the  re- 
proach of  my  youth.  Is  Ephraim  my  dear  fon  ?  is  he  a  pleafant 
child?  for  iince  I  fpake  againft  him,  I  do  earnestly  remember  him 
ftill :  therefore  my  bowels  are  troubled  for  him;  I  will  furely  have 
mercy  upon  him,  faith  the  Lord. 

c  Ezek.  i.  1.  Now  it  came  to  pafs  in  the  thirtieth  year,  in  the 
fourth  month,  in  the  fifth  day  of  the  month,  (as  I  was  among  the 
captives  by  the  river  of  Chebar),  that  the  heavens  were  opened, 
and  I  faw  vihons  of  God.  Rev.  i.  9,  10.  1  John,  who  alfo  am  your 
brother  and  companion  in  tribulation,  and  in  the  kingdom  and 
patience  of  Jefus  Chrift,  was  in  the  ifle  that  is  called  Patmos,  for 
the  word  of  God,  and  for  the  teftimouy  of  jefus  Chrift.  I  was  in 
the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  heard  behind  me  a  great  voice, 
as  of  a  trumpet,  &c.  John  xvi.  32.  Behold,  the  hour  cometh,  yea, 
is  now  come,  that  ye  fhall 'be  fcattered,  every  man  to  his  own, 
and  fhall  leave  me  alone  :  and  yet  I  am  not  alone,  becaufe  the 
Father  is  with  me. 

a?  Ezek.  xvi.  3,4.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God  unto  Jerufalem, 
Thy  birth  and  thy  nativity  is  of  the  land  of  Canaan  ;  thy  father 
was  an  Amorite,  and  thy  mother  an  Hittite.  And  as  for  thy  nati- 
yity  in  the  day  thou  waft  born,  thy  navel, was  not  cut,  neither  waft 
thou  warned  in  water  to  fupple  thee  :  thou  waft  not  failed  at  all, 
nor  fwaddled  at  all.  John  i.  13.  Which  were  bora  not  of  blood, 
Dor  of  the  will  of  the  nefh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,l3ut  of  God.— 
Pfalm  \L  5.  Behold,  I  was  fhapen  in  iniquity  :  and  in  im  did  my 
mother  conceive  me.  %  Pet.  i.  3.  Blefted  be  the  God  and  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, which  according  to  his  abundant  mercy, hath 
begotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  Hope,  by  the  refurre&iou  of  Jefus- 
Chrift  from  the  dead. 
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I'm  poor,  yet  ftock'd  with  ur.told  rent  e\ 

Molt  weak,  and  yet  omnipotent^ 

On  earth  there's  none  fo  great  and  high^j 

Nor  yet  fo  low  and  mean  as  I  h ; 

None  or  fo  fooiifri  /,  or  fo  wife  i  ; 

So  often  fall,  fo  often  rife  /. 

I  feeing  him  J»  never  faw  m9 

Serve  without  fear,  and  yet  with  awe  «. 

g  Rev.  Hi.  17.  Becaufc  thou  fayeft,  T  am  rich,  and  increafcd  with 
goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing;  and  knoweft  not  that  thou 
art  wretched,  and  miferable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked. 
I  counfel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  thou  may- 
eft  be  rich;  and  white  raiment,  that  thou  mayeft  be  clothed,  and 
that  the  fhame  of  thy  nakednefs  do  not  appear;  and  anoint  thine 
eyes  with  eye-falve,  that  thou  mayeft  fee.  Eph.  iii.  8.  Unto  me 
who  am  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all  faints,  is  this  grace  given,  that  I 
fliould  preach  among  the  Gentiles  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift. 
yjohn  xv.  5.  Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing.  Phil.  iv.  13.  I 
can  do  all  things,  through  Chrift  which  ftrcngtheneth  me. 

g  Pfalm  xvi.  3.  But  to  the  faints  that  are  in  the  earth,  and  to 
the  excellent  in  whom  is  all  my  delight.  Ifa.  xliii.  4.  Since  thou 
waft  precious  in  my  light,  thou  haft  been  honourable,  and  I  have 
loved  thee:  therefore  will  I  give  men  for  thee,  and  people  fQr  thy 
life. 

b  Eph.  iii.  8.  Set  Utter  e.  I  Tim.  i.  15.  This  is  a  faithful  faying, 
and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the 
world  to  fave  finners;  of  whom  I  am  chief. 

i  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  22.  So  foolifh  was  I,  and  ignorant:  I  was  as  a 
bcaft  before  thee.  Prov.  xxx.  2,  3.  Surely  I  am  more  brutilh  than 
any  man,   and  hare  not  the  underfta:.  .nan.     I  neither 

learned  wifdom,  nor  have  the  knowledge  oi  the  holy. 

k  1  Cor.  i.  30.  But  oi  him  are  ye  in  Chi  ift  Jefus,  \\ho  of  God  is 
made  onto  us  wifdom,  th.  xi.  25,  26.  At  that  time  Jefus 

:>:d  and  faid,  1  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and 
earth,  becaufe  thou  haft  hid  thefe  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent, 
and  haft  revealed  them  unto  babes.  Even  fo,  Father.,  for  fo  it 
feemed  good  in  thy  fight.  Chap.  xiii.  n.  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid 
unto  them,  Becaufe  it  is  given  unto  you  to  know  the  myfteries  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  to  them  it  is  not  gi\  en. 

/Prov.  xxiv.  16.  A  juft  man  falleth  feven  times,  and  rifeth  up 
again. 

Pet.  i.  8.    Whom  having  not  feen,  ye  love;  in  whom  tho* 
im  not,  yet  believing,  ye  rcjoiee  w  .b\c, 

and  fail  of  glory.     Heb.  xi.  1.  Now  faith  is  thefubftance  of  things 
hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen. 

-4.  That  he  would  grant  unto  us,  that  we  being  deli- 
M 
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Though  love,  when  petfeQ,  fear  remove*?  j 

Yet  moil  I  fear  when  molt  I  love/>. 

All  things  are  lawful  unto  me  q% 

Yet  many  things  unlawful  be  r; 

To  fome  I  p  erf  eft  hatred  btarf, 

Yet  keep  the  law  of  love  entire  s : 

I'm  bcund  to  love  my  friends/,  but  yet 

J  fin  unlefs  I  do  them  hate  u : 

I  am  obliged  to  hate  my  foes  v, 

Yet  bound  to  love  and  pray  for  thoie  w. 

\ercd  out  of  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  might  ferve  him  without 
fear.  Heb.  xii.  28*  Wherefore  we  receiving  a  kingdom  which  can- 
not he  moved,  let  us  have  grace,  whereby  we  may  ferve  God  ac- 
ceptably, with  reverence  and  godlv  fear. 

0  1  John  iv.  18.  There  is  no  fear  in  love;  but  perfect  love  eait* 
eth  out  fear,becaufe  fear  hath  torment :  he  that  ieareth  is  not  inade 
perfect  in  love. 

p  Ter.  xxxiii.  9.  And  it  (hall  be  to  me  a  name  and  joy,  a  praife 
and  an  honour  before  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  which  fliall  hear 
all  the  good  that  I  do  unto  them  ;  and  they  fliall  fear  and  tremble 
for  all  the  goodnefs,  and  for  all  the  profperky  that  I  procure\mto 
it.  Hof.  iii.  5.  Afterwaids  fliall  the  children  of  Ifrael  return,  and 
leek  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  king,  and  fliall  fear  the 
.Lord,  and  his  goodnefs  in  the  latter  days. 

q  1  Cor,  vi.  ra.  All  things  are  lawful  unto  me,  but  all  things 
are  not  expedient:  all  things  are  lawful  for  me,  but  I  will  not  be 
brought  under  the  power  of  any. 

r  Exod.  xx.  I,  2,  3.  <Scc.  And  God  fpake  all  thefe  words,  faying, 
I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  have  brought  thee  out  of  the  land 
or*  Egypt,  out  of  the  houfe  of  bondage.  Thou  ihalt  have  no  other 
gods  before  me,  &c. 

/Pfalm  exxxix.  21,  22.  Do  not  I  hate  them,  O  Lord,  that  hate 
thee?  and  am  not  I  grieved  with  thoie  that  rife  up  agamlt  thee? 
I  hate  them  with  perfect  hatred:   I  count  them  mine  enemies. 

s  2  Chrpn.  xix.  2.  And  Jehu  the  fon  of  Hanani  the  leer,  went 
out  to  meet  him,  and  laid  to  king  Jehofhaphat,  ShouldM  thou  help 
the  ungodly,  and  love  them  that  hate  the  Lord?  therefore  is  wrath 
upon  thee  from  before  the  Lord. 

/Lev.  xix.  18.  Thou  ihalt  not  avenge,  nor  bear  any  grudge,  a- 
gainft  the  children  of  thy  people,  but  thou  fhalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bour as  thyfelf  :  I  am  the  Lord. 

u  Luke  xiv.  26.  If  any  man  come  to  me,  and  hate  not  his  father* 
and  mother,  and  wife,  and  children,  and  brethren,  and  lifters,  yea, 
and  his  own  life  alfo,  he  cannot  be  my  difeiple. 

v  As  they  are  the  foes  of  Gca\  Judg.  v.  31.  So  let  all  thine  ene- 
mies perifh,  O  Lord;  but  let  them  that  love  him,  be  a$  the  fun 


Seel.  V.  The  Believer's  Riddle.  1 7 1 

Heart-love  to  men  I'm  cali'd  to  impart, 
Yet  God  dill  calls  for  all  my  heart*. 
I  do  him  and  his  fervice  both 
By  nature  love;',  by  nature  lctbe  z. 

SECT.     V. 

Mvjleries  clout  fejh  andfpirit,  liberty  and  bondage,  life 
and  death. 


M 


UCH  like  my  heart  both  falfe  and  true/?, 
I  have  a  name  both  old  and  new  b. 


•when  he  goeth  forth  in  his  might.  Pfalm  xvii.  13,  14.  Arife,  O 
Lord,  diiappoint  hiin,  cafl  him  down  :  deliver  my  foul  from  the 
wicked,  which  is  thy  fword;  from  men  which  are  thy  hand,  O 
Lord,  from  men  of  the  world,  -which  have  their  portion  in  this 
life,  and  whofe  belly  thou  filled  with  thy  hid  trcafure  :  they  are 
full  of  children,  and  leave  the  reft  of  their  fubftance  to  their  babes. 

iv  Matth.  v.  44.  But  I  fay  unto  you,  Love  your  enemies,  blefs 
tliem  that  curie  you.  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  for 
them  which  defpitefully  ufe  you,  and  perfecute  you. 

x  Matth.  xix.  19.  Jeius  faid  unto  him,  Thou  fhalt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyfelf.  Chap.  xxii.  37.  Thou  fhalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy 
mind. 

y  I  John  v.  2.  By  this  we  knrw  that  we  love  the  children  of 
God,  when  we  love  God  and  keep  his  commandment-. 

z  Rom.  viii.  7.  The  carnat  mind  is  enmity  agaiiitl  God  :  for  it 
is  not  fubjeet  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  cap  be.  Col.  i.  21. 
And  you  that  were  fometimes  alienated,  and  enemies  in  your  mind 
by  wicked  works,  yet  now  hath  It  reconciled. 

a  Jcr.  xvii.  9.  The  beart  is  deceit  ul  above  all  tilings,  and  def. 
peratcly  wicked,  who  can  know  it?  Heb.  x.  22.  Let  us  draw  near 
with  a  true  heart,  in  full  aiTarance  of  faitix,  having  our  hearts 
fprinkled  from  an  evil  confeience,  and  our  bodies  wafhed  with 
pure  water. 

b  Rom.  ix  25,  26.  As  he  faith  alfo  in  Ofre  I  will  call  them 
my  people,  which  were  not  my  people:  and  her.  beloved,  which 
was  not  my  beloved.  And  it  flialj  come  to  pal's,  that  in  the  place 
where  it  was  laid  unto  them,    -  t   my  people;  there  (hall 

they  be  ealled,  The  children  oi  the  living  G'od.  Rev.  ii.  17.  He 
that  hath  an  ear,  let  Ir...  vrch- 

es.  To  him  that  overcometh  will  '  it  of  the  hidden  man- 

na, and  will  e;ive  nun  a  white  (lone,  and  in  the  ftonc  a  new  name 
^rritttn,  which  do  man  kaowetli,faving  he  that  receivcthk.  Chap. 

z 
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No  new  thing  is  beneath  the  funr; 

Yet  all  is  new,  and  old  things  gone  d. 

Though  in  my  fleih  dwells  no  good  things 

Yet  Chrift  in  m%  I  joyful  fing/. 

Sin  I  confefs,  and  I'deny  : 

For  though  I  fin  it  is  not  1^-. 

I  fin  againft,  and  with  my  wilWj 

I'm-  innocent,  yet  guilty  (till  /. 

iii.  12.  Hini  that  ovcrcometh  will  I  make  a  pillar  in  the  temple  oi 
.my  God,  and  he  (hall  go  no  more  out :  and  will  write  upon  him  the 
name  of  my  God,  and  the  name  of  the  city  of  my  God,  which  is 
new  Jerufalem,  which  cometh  down  out  of  heaven  from  my  God, 
and  I  will  write  upon  him  my  new  name. 

c  Feci,  i.  9.  The  thing  that  hath  been,  it  is  that  which  {nail  bej 
and  that  which  is  done,  is  that  which  (hail  be  done  :  and  there  is 
no  new  thing  under  the  fun. 

d  2  Cor.  v.  17.  If  any  man  be  in  Chrift  he  is  a  new  creature  : 
old  things  are  paft  away,  behold  all  things  are  become  new.  Rev. 
xxi.  5.  And  he  that  fat  upon  the  throne,  faid,  Behold,  I  make-all 
things  new. 

e  Rom.  vii.  18.  For  I  know,'  that  in  me  (that  is,  in  my  flefli) 
dwelleth  no  good  thing:  for  to  will  is  prefent  with  me,  but  how 
to  perform  that  which  is  good,  I  find  not. 

/Col.  i.  27.  To  whom  God  would  ma'ke  known  what  is  the 
riches  of  the  glory  of  this  myftery  among  the  Gentiles,  which  is 
Chrift  in  you  the  hope  of  glory. 

g  Rom.  vii.  14. — »ao.  For  we  know  that  the  law  is  fpiritual; 
but  1  am  carnal,  fold  under  fin.  For  that  which  I  do,  I  allow  not: 
for  what  I  would,  that  do  I  not;  but  what  I  hate  that  do  I.  If 
then  I  do  that  which  I  would  not,  I  confent  unto  the  law  that  it 
is  good.  Now  then,  it  is  no  more  I  that  do  it,  but  fin  that  dwel- 
leth in  me.  For  I  know,  that  in  me,  (that  is,  in  my  fiefh)  dwelleth 
no  good  thing  :  for  to  will  is  prefent  with  me,  but  how  to  perform 
that  which  is  good,  I  find  not.  For  the  good  that  I  would,  I  do 
not:  but  the  evil  which  I  would  not,  that  I  do.  Now,  if  I  do  that 
I  would  not,  it  is  no  more  I  that  do  it,  but  fin  .that  dwelleth  in  me. 
I  John  in.  9.  Whofoever  is  born  of  God,  doth  not  commit  fin ; 
for  hisieed  remaineth  in  him:  and  he  cannot  fin,  becaufe  he  is 
born  of  God. 

b  Rom.  vii.  ai,-—  25.  I  find  then  a  law,  that  when  I  would  do 
good  evil  is  prefent  with  me.  For  I  delight  in  the  law  of  God,  af- 
ter the  inward  man.  But  I  fee  another  Jaw  in  my  members,  war- 
ring againft  the  law  of  my  mind,  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  to 
the  law  of  fin,  which  is  in  my  members.  O  wretched  man  that  I 
am,  who  Aiall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death!  I  thank 
God,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.  So  then,  with  the  mind  I 
myfelf  ferve  the  law  of  God,  but  with  the  flefli  the  law  of  fin. 

i  Pfalm  xix.  13.  Keep  back  thy  fer?ant  alfo  from  prefumptuoy* 
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Though  fain  I'd  be  the  greateft  faint  I, 
To  be  the  leaft  I'd  be  content  /. 
My  lovroefs  may  my  height  evince  ?n, 
I'm  both  a  beggar  and  a  prince  n. 
With  meaneff  fubjefts  i  appear 
With  kings  a  royal  fceptse  here  p. 
I'm  both  unfetter'd  and  involvM  q. 
By  law  condemned,  by  law  abfolv'd  r, 

fins,  let  them  not  have  dominion  over  me  ;  then  (hall  I  be  Upright, 
and  I  (hall  be  innocent  from  the  great  tranfgrtfTion.  And  cxx.  3. 
It  thou,  Lord,  fhouldft  mark  iniquities  :   O  Lord,  who  lhall  (land? 

/  Pfalm  xxvii.  4.  One  thing  have  I  defired  of  the  Lord,  that 
will  I  feek  after,  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  all  the 
days  of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  enquire 
in  his  temple.  * 

/  Pfalm  Ixxxiv.  10.  For  a  da.y  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thou- 
sand: I  had  rather  be  a  door-keeper  in  the  houfe  of  my  God,  than 
to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wickednefs. . 

m  Job  v.  11.  To  ic-t  up  on  high  thofe  that  be  low;  that  thofe 
which  mourn  may  be  exalted  to  fafety. 

n  I  Sam.  ii.  8.  The  Lord  raifeth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  dufr, 
and  lifteth  up  the  beggar  from  the  dung-hill,  to  fet  them  among 
princes,  and  to  make  them  inherit  the  throne  of  glory:  for  the  pil- 
lars of  the  earth  are  the  Lord's,  and  he  hath  fet  the  world  upon 
them.  Gen.  xxxii.  28.  And  the  angel  faid,  Thy  name  iliall  be  cal- 
led no  more  Jacob,  but  Ifrael;  for  as  a  prince  thou  haft  power  with 
God  and  with  men,  and  haft  prevailed.  Rev.  i.  5,  6.  Unto  him 
that  loved  us,  and  waihed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood,  and 
hath  made  U9  kings  and  priefts  unto  God  and  his  father;  to  him 
be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

0  Phil.  ii.  10.  That  at  the  name  of  Jefus  every  knee  fliould 
bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under 
the  earth.  Hcb.  i.  6.  And  again  when  he  bringeth  in  the  firft-be- 
gotten  into  the  world,  he  faith,  And  let  all  the  angels  of  God  wor- 
fliip  him. 

p  Rev.  ii.  26,  27.     And  he  that  overcometh,   and   keepeth  my 

works  unto  the  end,  to  him   will  I  give  power  over  the  nations  : 

(and  he   iliall  rule  them  as  with  a  rod  of  iron:   as  the  vcffels  of  a 

r  fhall  they  be  broken  to  ihivers)  even  as   I  received  of  my 

q  Pfalm  cxvi.  16.  Oh  Lnrd.  truly  I  am  thy  fervant,  I  am  thy 
fcrvant,  and  the  fon  of  thy  handmaid:    thou  haft  loofed  my  bonds. 

••ii.  23.  But  I  fee  another  law*  in   my  members,  warrin 
gainft  the  law  of  my  mind,  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  t 
fm,  which  is  in  my  members. 
r  1  John  iii.  20.     Tor  if  our  heart   condemn  us,  God     , 
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My  guilt  condignly  puniih'd  fee, 
Yet  I  the  guilty  wretch  go  free  /. 

My  gain  did  by  my  lofs  begin  t ; 

My  righteoufnefs  commenc'd  by  fin  ivy 

My  perfect  peace  by  bloody  (Irife  v\ 

Life  is  my  death,  and  death  my  life  w. 

Vm  (in  this  prefent  life  I  know) 

A  captive  and  a  freeman  too*-; 

And  though  my  death  can't  fet  me  free, 

It  will  perfect  my  liberty^. 


than  our  heart,  and  knoweth  all  things.  Rom,  viii.  I.  There  is 
therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Chrifl  Jefusr 
who  walk  not  after  the  flefh,  but  after  the  Spirit,  v.  33,  34.  Who 
(hall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  elect?  It  is  God  that 
juftifieth:  who  is  he  that  condernneth?  It  is  Chrifl:  that  died,  yea, 
rather  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
who  alio  maketh  interceflion  for  us. 

s  Gal.  iii.  13.  Chrifl  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the 
law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us:  for  it  is  written,  Curfed  is  every 
one  that  haogeth  on  a  tree. 

t  Rom.  iii.  23,  24.  For  all  have  finned  and  come  fliort  of  the 
glory  of  God:  being  juilified  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  re- 
demption that  is  in  Jefus  Chrifl. 

u  Rom.  iii.  5.  But  if  our  unrighteoufnefs  commend  the  righte- 
oufnefs  of  God,  what  fhall  we  fay?  Chap.  v.  20,  21.  But  where 
fin  abounded,  grace  did  much  more  abound :  that  as  fin  hath  reign- 
ed unto  death,  even  fo  might  grace  reign  through  righteoufnefs, 
unto  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chrifl:  our  Lord. 

i)  Col.  i.  20.  And  (having  made  peace  through  the  blood  of  his 
crofs)  by  him  to  reconcile  all  things  unto  himfelf,  by  him,  I  fay, 
whether  they  be  things  in  earth,  or  things  in  heaven. 

iv  The  life  of  fin  is  our  death.  I  Tim.  v.  6.  But  fhe  that  liveth  in 
pleafure  is  dead  while  fhe  liveth.  The  death  of  Chrifl  our  life.  2  Cor. 
■v.  14,  15.  For  the  love  of  Chrifl  conflraineth  us,becaufc  we  thus 
judge,  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  ail-  dead :  and  that  he 
died  for  all,  that  they  which  live,  iliould  not  henceforth  live  unto 
themfelves,  but  unto  him  which  died  for  them,  and  rofe  again. 

x  Rom.  vii.  23.  See  letter  q.  Chap.  viii.  2.  Fcr  the  law  of  the 
Spirit  of  life,  in  Chrift  Jefus,  hath  made  me  free  from  the  law  of 
fin  and  death. 

y  John  viii.  36.  If  the  Son  therefore  fhall  make  you  free,  ye 
fhall  be  free  indeed.  Rev.  xiv.  13.  And  I  heard  a  voice  from  hea- 
ven, faying  unto  me,  Write,  Bleiied  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the 
Lord,  from  henceforth:  Yea,  faith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  refl 
from  their  labours;  and  their  works  do  follow  them.  2  Cor.  t.  4, 
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I  am  not  wcyth  one  dudy  grain, 
Yet  more  than  worlds  of  golden  gain; 
Though  worthlefs  I  myfelf  endite, 
Yet  (null  as  worthy  walk  in  white  z. 


SECT.     VI. 

The  Mv/lcry  of  free  judication  through  Christ's  rifdi- 
encc  a  fid  fatisfa  cthn . 

NO  creature  ever  could  or  will 
For  (in  yield  fetiaf  action  full  a  \ 
Yetjuftice  from  the  creature's  hand 
Both  fought  and  got  its  full  demand  b. 
Hence  though  I  am,  as  well  I  know, 
A  debtor^  yet  I  nothing  owe  d. 

For  we  that  are  in  this  taberaable  do  groan,  being  burdened:  not 
for  that  we  would  be  unclothed,  but  clothed  upon,  that  mortality 
might  be  fwal lowed  up  of  life. 

z  Gen.  xxxii.  10.  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  leaft  of  all  thy  mer- 
cies, and  of  all  the  truth, which  thou  haft  iliewed  unto  thy  fervant; 
for  with  my  ftaff  1  paffed  over  this  Jordan,  and  now  I  am  become 
two  bands.  Rev.  iii.  4.  Thou  haft  a  few  names  even  in  Sardis, 
which  have  not  defiled  their  garment*;  and  they  ihail  walk  with 
flic  in  white;  for  they  are  worthy. 

a  Pfalm  xlix.  8.  For  the  redemption  of  their  foul  is  precious, 
and  it  ceafeth  for  ever.  Ifa.  xl.  16.  And  Lebanon  is  not  futneient 
to  burn,  nor  all  the  beafts  thereof  fufficient  for  a  burnt -offering. 

6  Pfalm  xl.  6.  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  didft  not  deftre,  mine 
ears  thou  haft  opened:  burnt-offering  and  lin  offering  haft  thou 
not  required.  Heb.  x.  5,6,  7.  Wherefore,  when  he  cometh  into  the 
world,  he  faith,  facritice  and  offering  thou  wouldeft  not,  but  a  bo- 
dy haft  thou  prepared  for  me :  in  burnt-offerings  and  facriiiccs  for 
fin  thou  haft  had  no  pleafure:  then  laid  I,  Lo,  I  come  (in  the  vo- 
lume of  thy  book  it  is  written  of  nW)  to  do  thy  will,  O  God.  Kph. 
v.  2.  Chrift  hath  loved  us,  and  hath  given  himfelf  for  us,  an  offer- 
ing and  a  facrificc  to  God  for  a  fwcet-fmeliing  favour. 

c  Matth.  vi.  12.  And  forgive  us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our 
debtors. 

<yRorn.  iii.  24,  %$.  Being  ju ft ified  freely  by  his  grace,  through 
the  redemption  that  is  in  Jeius  Chrift:  whom  God  hath  let  forth  to 
he  a  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  tQ  declare  his  ri  ■ 
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ryS  Gospel    Sonnets.  Part  III, 

My  creditor  has  nought  to  fay*, 
let  never  had  I  aught  to  pay/. 
He  freely  pardon'd  ev'ry  mite^, 
Tf  et  would  hq  fingle  farthing  quit  /&. 
Hence  ev'ry  blifs  that  falls  to  me 
Is  dearly  bought,  yet  wholly  free/. 
All  pardon  that  I  need  I  have, 
Yet  daily  pardon  need  to  crave  k. 
The  law's  arreft  keeps  me  in  awe  /, 
But  yet  'gainft  me  there  is  Ho  law  tiu 


oufnefs  for  the  remiffion  of  fins  that  arc  paft,  through  the  forbear* 
ance  of  God.  Hek  x.  14.  For  by  one  offering  he  hath  perfected 
for  ever  them  that  are  fan&ificd. 

e  Rom,  viii.  33,^  34.  Who  fliall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of 
God's  ele£b?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth;  who  is  he  that  condemneth? 
It  is  Chrifl:  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even 
at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  aifo  maketh  interceilion  for  ur. 

/Rom.  v.  6.  For  when  we  were  yet  without  ftrength,  in  due 
time  Chrifl  died  for  the  ungodly.  i>.8.But  God  commendeth  his  love 
towards  us,  in  that  while  we  were  yet  finners,  Chrifl:  died  for  us. 

g  Adts  xiii.  38,  39.  Be  it  known  unto  you  therefore,  men  and 
brethren,  that  through  this  man  is  preached  unto  you  theforgive- 
nefs  of  fms:  and  by  him  all  that  believe  are  juilified  from  all 
things,  from  which  ye  could  not  be  juftified  by  the  law  of  Mofes. 

b  Rom.  iii.  24,  25.  See  letter  d.  Chap.  viii.  2%.  He  fpared  not  his 
own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all. 

i  1  Pet.  i.  18,  19.  For  as  much  as  ye  know  that  ye  were  not  re- 
deemed with  corruptible  things,  as  filver  and  gold,  from  your  vain 
couverfation  received  by  tradition  from  your  lathers:  but  with  the 
precious  blood  of  Chrifl:,  as  of  a  Lamb  without  blemifli  and  without 
fpot.  Eph.  i.  7.  In  whom  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood, 
the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace.  1  Tim. 
1/9.  Who  hath  faved  us,  and  called  us  with  an  holy  calling,  not 
according  to  our  works, but  according  to  his  own  purpofe  and  grace 
which  was  given  us  in  Chrifl:  Jefus  before  the  world  began. 

k .pfahn  ciii.  3.  Who  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities;  who  healeth 
all  thy  difeafes.  And  xxv.  11.  For  thy  name's  fake,  O  Lord,  par- 
don mine  iniquity;  for  it  is  very  great.  Luke  xi.  4.  And  forgive 
lis  our  fins;  for  we  alfo  forgive  every  one  that  is  indebted  to  us. 
Dan.  ix.  19.  O  Lord,  hear;  O  Lord,  forgive;  O  Lord,  hearken  and 
do;  defer  not  lor  thine  own  fake,  O  my  God;  for  thy  city,  and 
thy  people  are  called  by  thy  name. 

/  Pfalm  cxix.  130.  My  fjefli  trembleth  for  fear  of  thee,  and  I  am 
afraid  of  thy  judgments,  Rom.  vii.  9.  I  was  alive  without  the 
law  once;  but  when  the  commandment  came,  fin  revived,  and  I 
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Though  truth  my  juft  damnation  crave  tiy 
Yet  truth's  engag'd  my  foul  to  fave  0. 
My  whole  falvation  comes  by  this, 
Fair  truth  and  mercy's  mutual  kifs  p. 

Law-breakers  ne'er  its  curfe  have  miiVd  5 
But  I  ne'er  kept  it,  yet  am  bleiYd  q. 
I  can'c  be  juftify'd  by  it  r> 
And  yet  it  can't  but  me  acquit  jC 

died,  -u  13.  Was  then  that  which  is  good,  m  kde  death  unto  me? 
God  forbid.  But  fin,  that  it  might  appear  fin,  working  deatk 
in  me  by  thatwhi  d  ;  that  fin  by  the  commandment  migl  t 

beco.Tie  cxrtedin;'  fin  1 

m  Gal.  v.  23.  The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — meeknefs,  temperance, 
againft  fuch  there  is  no  law.  i  Tim.  i.  <;.  Knowing  this,  that  the 
law  is  not  made  for  a  righteous  man,  but  for  thelawicfs,  ana  diso- 
bedient, :_rV. 

n  Ezek.  xviii.  4.  The  foul  that  finneth,  it  fliall  die. 

o  1  Tim.  i  15.  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  ac- 
ceptation, that  Chrift  Jjfus  came  into  the  world  to  fave  finners;  of 
whom  I  am  chief. 

p  Pfilm.  lxxxv.  10.  Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together  ;  righte- 
oufnefs  and  pe^ce  have  kifTedeach  other. 

q  Gal.  iii.  io.  As  many  a?  are  of  the  works  of  the  law  are  un- 
der the  curfe:  for  it  is  written,  Curfed  is  every  one  that  eontinu 
eth  not  in  a!!  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do 
them.  v.  13,  14.  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the 
laft-,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us  :  for  it  is  written,  curled  is  every- 
one that  hangeth  on  a  tree:  that  the  Melting  of  Abraham  might 
come  on  the  Gentiles  through  Jefus  Chrift;  that  we  might  receive 
the  promife  of  the  Spirit  through  faith. 

r  Rom.  iii.  2C.  Therefore  by  the  deeds  of  the  law,  there  fhal!  no 
flefli  be  juftified  in  his  light :  for  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin, 
Gal.  ii.  16.  Knowing  that  a  man  is  not  juftified  by  the  works  of  the 
law,  but  by  the  faith  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  even  we  have  believed  in  Je- 
fus Chrift:  that  we  might  be  juftified  by  the  faith  of  Chrift,  and  not 
by  the  works  of  the  law  :  for  by  the  works  of  the  law  fhail  no  flefh 
be  juftified.  Chap.  iii.  n.  But  that  no  man  is  juftified  by  the  la\y 
in  the  fight  of  God,  it  is  evident  :   for,  the  juft  fhall  live  by  faith. 

/Rom.  viii.  1.  There  Is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to 
which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus.  v.  3.  4.  For  what  the  law  could  no 
d  >,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the  fleiL,  God  did, fending  his  own 
Son,  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  flefli,  and  for  fin  condemned  fin  in 
the  flefli;  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  u?, 
who  walk  not  after  the  flefli,  but   .  :  i.er.  v.  ;  1. 

he  hal  1  for  us,  who  knew  ho  fin; 

d  in  him.     I  S.    To  4#- 


178  Gospel    Sonnet  5.  Part  III. 

I'm  not  oblig'd  to  keep  it  more  s} 
Yet  more  cbiig'd  than  e'er  before  /. 
By  perfect  doing  life  I  find  u, 
Yet  do  and  live  no  more  rne  bind  v. 
Thefe  terms  no  change  can  undergo, 
Yet  fweetly  ehang'd  they  are  w:  for  lo, 
My  doing  caus'd  my  life  #,  but  now 
My  life's  the  caufe  that  makes  me  dop 


clare,  I  far,  at  this  time  hi*  righteoufnefs;  that  he  might  be  juft, 
and  the  juftifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jefus. 

/  Rom.  vi.  14.  Sin  fliall  not  have  dominion  over  you:  for  ye 
are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace.  GaL  v.  1 — 4.  Stand  fa  ft 
therefore  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  hath  made  us  free,  and 
be  not  entangled  again  with  the  yoke  of  bondage.  Behold,  I  Paul 
fay  unto  you,  that  if  ye  be  circumcifed,  Chrift  fliall  profit  you  no- 
thing. For,  I  teftify  again  to  every  man  that  is  circumcifed,  that 
he  is  a  debtor  to  do  the  whole  law.  Chrift  is  become  of  no  efFed: 
unto  you,  whofoever  of  you  are  juftified  by  the  law  ;  ye  are  fallen 
from  grace. 

i  Rom.  vi.  I,  2.  What  fliall  we  fay  then  ?  fliall  we  continue  in  fin, 
that  grace  may  abound?  God  forbid  :  how  fliall  we  that  are  dead 
to  fin,  live  any  longer  therein?  v.  15.  What  then?  fliall  we  fin,  be? 
caufe  we  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace?  God  forbid. 

u  Rom.  v.  17, 18,  19.  They  which  receive  abundance  of  grace, 
and  of  the  gift  of  righteoufnefs,  fhall  reign  in  life  by  one,  Jefus 
Chrift. — By  the  righteoufnefs  of  one,  the  free  gift  came  upon  nil 
men  unto  juftification  oflife.— *-By  the  obedience  of  one  fliall  many 
be  made  righteous. 

-oRom.  x.  5 — 9.  For  Mofes  defcribeth  the  righteoufnefs  which 
is  of  the  law,  That  the  man  which  doth  thofe  things,  fliall  Ijve  by 
them.  But  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  faith  fpeaketh  on  this  wife, 
Say  not  in  thine  heart,  Who  fliall  afcend  into  heaven?  (that  is,  to 
bringChrift  down  from  above);  or,who  fliall  defcend  into  the  deep? 
(that  is,  to  bring  up  Chrift  again  from  the  dead) :  but  what  faith  it  t 
The  word  is  nigh  thee,  even  in  thy  mouth, and  in  thy  heart:  that 
is  the  word  of  faith  which  we  preach,That  if  thou  (halt  confefs  with 
thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  flialt  believe  in  thine  heart,  that. 
G-od  hath  raifed  him  from  the  dead,  thou  flialt  hefaved. 

iv  Rom.  iii.  31,  Do  we  then  make  void  the  law  through  faith? 
God  forbid;  yea,  we  cflabliih  the  law. 

*  Rom.  x.  5.   See  letter  V. 

y  John  xiv.  19.  Becaufe  I  live,  ye  fliall  live  alfo.  Chap.  xv.  5. 
I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches:  he  that  abideth  in  h;e,  and  \ 
in  him, .the  fame  hringeth  forth  much  fruit;  for  without  me  ye 
can  do  nothing.     Rom.  vii.  4.     Wherefore,  my  brethren,  ye  alfo 
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Though  works  of  righteoufnefs  I  ftcre  zt 
"Yet  righteoufnefs  of  work*  abhor  a  \ 
For  righteoufnefs  without  a  flaw 
Is  righteoufnefs  without  the  law  b. 
In  duties  way  I'm  bound  to  He  ef 
Yet  out  of  duties  bound  to  fly  if; 
Hence  merit  I  renounce  with  (hamfes, 
"Yet  right  to  life  by  merit  claim/1 
Merit  of  perfect  righteoufnefs 
I  never Jhad  g }  yet  never  mifc£§ 


are  become  dead  to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Chrift:  that  ye  fnould* 
be  married  to  another,  even  to  him  who  is  raifed  from  the  dead, 
that  we  fhould  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God.  Ezek.  xxxvi.  27.  And 
I  will  put  my  fpirlt  within  you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  fta- 
tutes,  and  ye  fhall  keep  my  judgments,  and  do  them. 

x  Phil.  i.  II.  Being  tilled  with  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  which 
are  !>y  Jefus  Chrift  unto  the  glory  and  praife  of  God. 

a  Phil.  iii.  9.  Arc!  be  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own  righ- 
teoufnefs, which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith 
of  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith.  I  fa.  Ixiv.  6. 
All  our  righteoufneffes  are  as  filthy  rags.  Rom.  iv.  6.  Even  as  Da- 
vid alio  defcribeth  the  bleflednefs  of  the  man  unto  whom  God  im- 
putcth  righteoufnefs  without  works. 

b  Rom.  iii.  20,  21,  22.  Therefore  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  there 
fhall  no  flefh  bejuftiued  in  his  fight:  tor  by  the  law  is  the  know- 
ledge of  fin.  But  now  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  without  the  law  it 
manifefted,  being  witnelled  by  the  law  and  the  prophets;  even  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  which  is  by  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift  unto  all, 
and  upon  ail  them  that  believe:  for  there  is  no  difference. 

t  Prow  viii.  34.  BlefTed  is  the  man  that  heareth  me,  watching 
daily  at  my  gates,  waiting  at  the  polls  of  my  doors. 

d  Ifa.  lvfi.  12.  I  will  declare  thy  righteoufnefs,  and  thy  works, 
for  they  fhall  not  profit  thee.  Luke  xvii.  10.  When  ye  fhall  have 
done  ali  thoft  things  winch  are  commanded  yi  u,  fav,  We  are  un- 
profitable fervants  :  we  have  done  that  which  was  our  duty  to  elo. 
e  Pialm  xvi.  2.  O  my  foul,  thou  haft  (aid  unto  the  Lord,  Thou 
art  my  Lord;  my  gdodnefs  cxtendcth  not  to  thee.  Ezek.  xxxvi.  32, 
Not  for  your  fakes  do  I  ti.is,  faith  tic  Lord  God,  be  it  known 
unto  you  :  be  afhamed  and  confounded  Jor  your  own  ways,  O 
houfe  of  Ifraei. 

/Rom.  v.  18,  19.  Py  the  righteoufnefs  of  one,  the  free  gift  came 
upon  all  men  unto  jollification  of  life.  By  the  obedience  of  one 
thai!  many  be  made  righteous.  Ifa.  xiv.  24,  25.  Surely,  fhall  one 
fay,  In  the  Lord  ha'\e  I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength:  evMi  to  hint 
iliall  men  come,  and  ail  that  are  incenfed  againft  him  ihall  be  1- 


l8o  Gospel    Sonnets.  Partllt. 

On  this  condition  I  have  all  /, 
Yet  all  is  unconditional  k. 
Though  freeft  mercy  I  implore  /, 
Yet  I  am  Me  on  juftice'  fcore  m. 
Which  never  could  the  guilty  free  «, 
Yet  fully  clears  molt  guilty  me  <?. 


fliamed.     In  the  Lord  fhall  all  the  feed  of  Ifrael  he  juftified,  and 
ill  a  II  glory. 

g  Rom.  iii.  9.  10.  "What  then?  are  we  better  than  they?  No, 
in  no  wife:  for  we  have  proved  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  that  they 
are  ail  under  fin;  as  it  is  written,  There  is  none  righteous,  no  not 
one.  v.  19.  Now  we  know,  that  what  things  foever  the  law  faith, 
it  faith  to  them  who  are  under  the  law;  that  every  mouth  may  be 
flopped,  and  all  the  world  may  become  guilty  before  God. 

h  I  Cor.  i.  30.  But  of  him  are  ye  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  of  God  is 
made  unto  us — righteoufnefs.  Ifa.  xlv.  24.  See  letter  f.  Jer.  xxiii.  6. 
In  his  days  Judah  fhall  be  faved,  and  Ifrael  fliall  dwell  fafely:  and 
this  is  his  name  whereby  he  fliall  be  called,  THE  LORD  OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

i  Ifa.  xlii.  21.  The  Lord  is  well  pleafed  for  hit  righteoufnefs 
fake,  he  will  magnify  the  law,  and  make  it  honourable.  Matth. 
iii.  15.  Thus  it  becometh  us  to  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs.  <verfe  17. 
And  lo,  a  voice  from  heaven,  faying,  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleafed. 

h  Ifa.  Iv  1.  Ho,  every  one  that  thirileth,  come  ye  to  the  Ti- 
ters, and  he  that  hath  no  money,  come  ye,  buy  and  eat,  yea,  come,, 
buy  wine  and  milk  without  money,  and  without  price.  Rev.  xxii. 
if.  Whofoever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely. 

/  Pfal.  li.  1.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God,  according  to  thy 
loving  kindnefs:  according  unto  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mer- 
cies blot  out  my  tranfgreffions. 

m  Rom,  iii.  24,25,  a.6-Being  juflified  freely  by  his  grace,  through 
the  redemption  that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift:  whom  God  hath  fet  forth 
to  be  a  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righ- 
teoufnefs for  the  remiffion  of  fins  that  are  pad,  through  the  for- 
bearance of  God;  to  declare,  I  fay,  at  this  time  his  lighteoufnefs: 
that  he  might  be  juft,  and  the  juftifier  of  him  which  belie veth  in  Je- 
fus. 1  John  i.  9.  If  we  confefs  our  fins,  he  is  faithful,  and  juft 
to  forgive  us  our  fins,  and  to  cieanfe  us  from  all  unr  ighteoufnefs. 

n  Exod  xxxiy.  6,  7,  And  the  Lord  pafTed  by  before  him,  and 
proclaimed,  The  Lord,  The  Lord  God, — that  will  by  no  means- 
clear  the  guilty. 

0  Rom.  iv.  5.  To  him  that  worketh  not,  but  beliereth  on  him 
tk?.:  juftrfieth  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  for  righteoufnefs. 


Sea.  VII.  The  Believer's  Riddle.  igl 

SECT.     VII. 

The  myflery  of  God  the  Jujlifier,  Rom.  Hi  %6.  jujhfed 
both  in  his  juftifying  and  condemning  ;  or  foul  tuft if  ca- 
tion and fdf-  condemnation. 

MY  Jefus  needs  not  fave  a,  yet  muft  b  ; 
He  is  rny  hope  c,  I  am  his  truft  d. 
He  paid  the  double  debt,  well  known 
xTo  be  all  mine,  yet  all  his  own  e. 

Hence,  though  I  ne'er  had  more  or  lefs 
Of  juftice  pleating  righteonfnefsj^ 
Yet  here  is  one  wrought  to  my  hand, 
As  full  as  juitice  can  demand  g. 

a  Rom.  ix.  5.     Chrifl:  is  over  all,  God  bleiTed  for  ever. 

b  John  x.  16.  And  other  lneep  I  have,  which  are  not  of  this 
fold:  them  alfo  I  mad  bring,  and  they  (hall  hear  my  voice;  and 
there  ihail  be  one  fold,  and  one  fhepherd.  v.  18.  No  man  taketh 
it  [my  life]  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down,  of  myfelf  :•  I  have  power 
to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power  to  *ai;e  it  again.  This  command- 
ment have  I  received  of  my  Father.  Luke  ii.  47.  And  Jefus  faid 
unto  t    •  ph  and  his  mother],  How  is  it  that  ye  fought  me? 

v.-i:l  ye  not  that  I  muft  be  about  my  Father's  bufinefs  ? 

c  Jer.  xiv.  S.  O  the  hope  of  Ifr  icl,  the  Saviour  thereof  in  time 
of  troubl?,  :jfs.  Chap.  xvii.  17.  Be  not  a  terror  unto  me,  thou  art 
my  hope  in  the  day  of  evil.  1  Tim.  1.  I.  Paul  an  apoftle  of  Jelus 
Chrifl  .imandment  of  God  our  Saviour,  and  the  Lord  Je- 

fus Chrift,  which  is  our  hope. 

d  John  xvii.  6.  I  have  manifefted  thy  name  unto  the  men  which 
thou  oaveft  me  out  of  the  world:  thine  they  were,  and  thou  ^avefl 
them  me.  2.  Tim.  i.  12.  1  know  whom  I  have  believed  ;  and  I 
am  perfuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed 
unto  him  again  ft  that  day. 

e  Ifa.  liii.  4,  5,  6.  Surely  he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and  carried 
our  forrows:  yet  we  did  efteem  him  ftricken,  fmitten  of  God,  and 
aifiiefced.  But  lie  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgrc(Tions,he  was  bruif- 
ed  for  our  iniquities:  the  chaftifement  of  our  peace  wa?  upon  him, 
and  with  his  ftripes  we  are  healed.  All  we  like  lheep  have  gone  a- 
ftray  :  we  have  turned  ever  y  one  to  his  own  way,  and  the  Lord  hath 
laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  U3  all.  t>.  8.  For  the  tran^reiiion  of 
was  he  ftricken.  Heb.  vii.  22.  By  fo  much  wa*  Jefu* 
made  a  furety  of  a  better  ttftar.; 

/Rom.  iii.  9,  10,  19.     See  letter  gfire 

X  Dan.  ix.  *;.    Sc*«  v;d  upon  thr  people, 


1 82  Gojpu  Sonkets.  Part  III. 

By  this  my  Judge  is  more  appeas'd 
Than  e'er  my  fin  his  honour  leas'd  h. 
Yea,  jufticc  can't  be  pleasM  fo  well 
By  all  the  torments  borne  in  heli  u 
Full  fatisfa&iori  here  is  fuchj 
As  hell  can  never  yield  fo  much  k  ; 
Though  juftice  therefore  might  me  damn, 
Yet  by  more  juftice  fav'd  I  am  /. 


und  upon  thy  holy  city,  to  finiJli  the  tranfgreilion,  and  to  make  an 
end  of  fins,  and  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  to  bring 
in  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  &c.  Zech.  xiii.  7.  Awake,  O  fword, 
againft  my  Shepherd,  and  againft  the  man  that  is  my  fellow,  faith 
the  Lord  ofhofts:  finite  the  Shepherd,  and  the  ilieep  fhallbe  fcat- 
tcred,  and  1  will  turn  mine  hand  upon  the  little  ones. 

h  Rom.  v.  8 — 11.  But  God  cornmendeth  his  love  towards  us, 
in  that  while  we  were  nnners,  Chrift  died  for  us.  Much  more  then 
being  now  juftifled  by  his  blood,  we  fhall  (be  faved  from  wrath 
through  him.  For  if  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to 
God  by  the  death  of  his  Son:  much  more  being  reconciled,  we  fliail 
be  faved  by  his  life.  And  not  only  fo,  but  we  alfo  joy  m  God, 
through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, by  whom  we  have  now  received  the 
atonement.  Heb.  ix.  14.  How  much  more  fhall  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
who,  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  offered  himfelf  without  fpot  to 
God,  purge  your  confeience  from  dead  works  to  ferve  the  living 
God  ? 

i  Heb.  x.  5,  6.  Wherefore  when  he  cometh  into  the  world,  he 
faith,  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  wouldft  not,  but  a  body  haft  thou 
prepared  for  me:  in  burnt-offerings  and  facrifices  for  fin  thou  haft 
had  no  pleafure,  v.  14.  By  one  offering  he  hath  perfected  for  ever 
them  that  are  fan-itined.  v.  49.  Of  how  much  forer  punifliment 
fuppofe  ye,  fhall  he  be  thought  worthy,  who  hath  trodden  under 
Foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  bath  counted  the  blood  of  the  covenant, 
wherewith  he  was  fan&ified?  an  unholy  thing,  and  hath  done  de- 
fpi'tc.  unto  the  Spirit  of  grace? 

k  Rom.  v.  11.  See  letter  h.  Eph.  v.  2.  Chrift  hath  given  him- 
felf for  us,  an  offering  and  a  facrifice  to  God  for  a  fweet-fmeliing 
favour.  1  Pet.  i.  18,  19.  Fofafmuch  as  ye  know  that  ye  were  not 
redeemed  with  corruptible  things,  as  filver  and  gold,  from  your 
Tain  converfatioii,  received  by  tradition  from  your  fathers;  but 
with  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift,  as  of  a  Lamb  without  blemifh 
*md  without  fpot^  Gal.  iii.  13.  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the 
enrfe  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us. 

/  I  Pet.  iii.  18.  Chrift  hath  once  fuffered  for  fins,  the  juft  for 
theunjuft,  (that  he  might  bring  us  to  God),  being  put  to  death  in 
the  flefli,  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit.  Rom.  iii.  36.  To  declare, 
X  fayt  at  this  time  his  righteoufnefs;  that  he  might  be  juft,  and  the 
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Here  ev'ry  divine  property 
Is  to  the  higheft  fet  on  high  m  \ 
Hence  God  his  glory  would  injure, 
If  my  falvation  were  not  fure  //. 

My  peace  and  fafety  lie  in  this, 
My  Creditor  my  Surety  is** 
The  judgment-day  I  dread  thelefs, 
My  judge  is  made  my  righteoufnefs/. 
He  paid  out  for  a  bankrupt  crew 
The  debt  that  to  himfelf  was  due  ; 
And  fatisfy'd  himfelf  for  me, 
When  he  did  juiticc  fatisfyj. 

jtiftifier  of  him  which  belicveth  In  Jefus.  I  John  ii.  1.  And  he  Is 
the  propitiation  for  our  fins;  aad  not  for  ours  only,  but  alio  for  the 
fins  of  the  whole  world.  Chap.  iv.  io.  Herein  t*  love,  not  that 
we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  aad  lent  his  bon  to  be  the 
propitiation  for  our  (ins. 

T.i  Ro.n.iii.  25.  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation, 
through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  re- 
tfciifion  01  fins  that  arepafl,  through  the  forbearance  of  God.  PfaL 
Ijtxxv.  10.  Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together;  righteoufnefs  and 
peace  have  kifled  t  ach  other.  2  Cor.  v.  i3,  19.  And  all  things  are 
ci  God,  who  hath  reconciled  113  to  himfelf  by  Jefus  Chrifl,  and 
hath  given  to  us  the  miniftry  of  reconciliation;  to  wit,  that  God 
was  in  Chrift,  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf,  not  imputing 
their  tretpaflea  unto  them ;  and  hath  committed  unto  us  the 
word  of  reconciliation;  tr.  21.  l;or  he  hath  made  him  to  be  fin 
for  u*>,  who  knew  no  fin;  that  we  miglit  be  made  the  righteoufnefs 
Of  God  1  1  him.  Luke  ii.  14.  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheit,  and  on 
earth  peace, good-will  towards  men. 

n  Ifa.  xiiv.  23.  Sing,  O  ye  heavens;  for  the  Lord  hath  done  it  : 
fhout,  ye  lower  parts  of  the  earth:  break  forth  into  fmging,  ye  ' 
mountains,  O  foreft,  and  every  tree  therein;  for  the  Lord  hath  re- 
deemed Jacob,  and  glorified  himfelf  in  Ifrael.  Eph.  i.  6.  To  the 
prajfe  of  the  glory  of  h«  ;.;raee,  wherein  he  hath  made  us  accepted 
in  the  beloved,  v.  12.  That  we  llioald  be  to  the  praife  of  his  glo.- 
ho  fiift  trufted  in  Chrift. 

0  Pfalm  cxix.  1  2.  He  i'urety  for  thy  fervant  for  good:  let  not 
the  pi  fs  me.     rich.  vii.  22.   By  fo  much  was  Jcfus  mad« 

a  fnrety  of  a  better  teftament. 

p  1  Cor.  i.  30.  Hut  of  him  are  ye  in  Chriit  Jefus,  who  of  God, 
is  made  unto  us — righteoufnefs.  Chap.  xv.  55,  56,57.  O  death, 
where  is  thy  fting?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory?  The  fling  of 
death  is  fin;  and  the  itrength  of  fin  is  the  law:  But  thanks  be  tu 
God,  which  givcth  u»  the  victory,  through  oer  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 


1 84  Got  pel  Sonnets.-  Part  Hi. 

He  to  the  law,  though  Lord  of  it, 
Did  mod  obediently  fubmit  r. 
What  he  ne'er  broke,  and  yet  mull  die, 
I  never  kept,  yet  live  muft  If. 

The  law,  which  him  its  keeper  kill'd, 
In  me  its  breaker  is  fulfilPd  s\ 
Ye  magnifyM  and  honour'd  more 
Than  fin  defac'd  it  e'er  before  £. 

Hence  though  the  law  condemn  at  large, 
It  can  lay  nothing  to  my  charge  u  j 


q  Zech.  xiii.  7.  See  letter  g.  Rom.  ix.  5.  Chrifl  is  over  all,  God 
blefied  for  ever.  Phil.  iii.  6,  7,  8.  Chrifl  Jefus  being  in  tfye  form 
of- God,  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God:  but  made 
himielf  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant, 
and  was  made  in  the  likenefs  of  men:  and  being  found  in  fafhion 
as  a  man,  he  humbled  himfelf,  and  became  obedient  unto  death, 
even  the  death  of  the  crofs. 

r  Ibid,  Gal.  iv.  4,  5.  But  when  the  fulnefs  of  the  time  was  come, 
God  fent  forth  his  Son  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law,  to 
redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law,  that  we  might  receive  the 
adoption  of  fons. 

fl  Pet.  iii.  18.  See  letter  1.  2  Cor.  v.  21.  See  letter  m.  I  John  iv, 
9.  Tn  this  was  manifefted  the  love  of  God  towards  us,  becaufe 
that  God  fent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  we  might 
live  through  him. 

$  Rom.  viii.  3,  4.  For  what  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was 
weak  through  the  flefli,  God  did,  fending  his  own  Son,  in  the  like- 
nefs of  finful  flefh,  and  for  fin  condemned  fin  in  the  flefh;  that  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  who  walk  not  af- 
•ter  the  .flefh,  but  after  the  Spirit. 

*Ifa.  xlit.  21.  The  Lord  is  well  pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs 
fake;  he  will  magnify  the  law,  and  make  it  honourable.  Rom.  v. 
18,— 21.  Therefore  as  by  the  offence  of  one,  judgment  came  upon 
ail  men  to  condemnation:  even  fo  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  one,  the 
free  gift  came  upon  all  men  unto  justification  of  life.  For,  as  by 
one  man's  difobedience  many  were  made  finners:  fo  by  the  obe- 
dience of  one  (hall  many  be  made  righteous.  Moreover,  the  law 
entered,  that  the  offence  might  abound;  but  where  fin  abounded, 
grace  did  much  more  abound  :  that  as  fin  hath  reigned  unto  death, 
even  fo  might  grace  reign  through  righteoufnefs  unto  eternal  life, 
by  Jems  Chrifl  our  Lord. 

u  Rom.  viii.  1.  There  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to 
them  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus.  <v.  3,  4.  See  letter  s.  i>.  $3,  34. 
Who  (hall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  elect,?  It  is 
©od  that  juflifieth:  who  is  he  that  condemneth?  It  is  Chrift  that 
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Nor  find  fuch  ground  to  challenge  me, 

As  Heaven  hath  found  to  juftifyi/. 

But  though  he  freely  me  remit, 

I  never  can  myfeif  acquit  iu. 

My  Judge  condemns  me  not,  I  grant; 

Yet  j uft if y  myfeif  I  can't  x. 

From  hirri  I  have  a  pardon  got, 

But  yet  myfeif  I  pardon  not;1. 

His  rich  forgivenefi  ftill  I  have, 

Yet  never  can  myfeif  forgive  z. 

The  more  he's  toward  me  appeas'd, 

The  more  I'm  with  myfeif  difpleas'd  a. 

The  more  I  am  abfolv'd  by  him, 

The  more  I  do  myfeif  condemn  £. 

died,  yea  rather,  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand 
of  God,  who  alio  maketh  interceffion  for  us. 

v  Job  xxxiii.  24.  Then  he  is  gracious  unto  him,  and  faith,  De- 
liver him  from  going  down  to  the  pit,  I  have  found  a  ranfom. 
Rom.  iii.  25,  26.  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation, 
through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  re- 
xniffion  of  fins  that  are  paft,  through  the  forbearance  of  God;  to 
declare,  I  fav,  at  this  time  his  righteoufnefs;  that  he  might  be  juft, 
and  the  juftifcr  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jefus. 

iv  2  Sam.  xii.  13.  And  David  faid  unto  Nathan,  I  have  finned 
againft  the  Lord.  And  Nathan  faid  unto  David,  The  Lord  alfo 
hath  put  away  thy  fin,  thou  fhalt  not  die.  Pfalm  li.  2,  g.  Waft* 
me  thoroughly  from  mine  iniquity,  and  cleanfe  me  from  my  fin. 
For  I  acknowledge  my  tranfgreffions ;  and  my  fin  is  ever  before 
me. 

x  Rom.  viii.  1,  33.  See  letter  u.  Job  ix.  20.  If  I  juftify  iriyfelf, 
mine  own  mouth  fhall  condemn  me;  if  I  fay  I  am  perfect,  it  fhall 
alfo  prove  me  perverfe. 

y  z  Cor.  vii.  II.  For  behold,  this  fclf-fame  thing  that  ye  forrow- 
ed  after  a  godly  fort,  what  carefulnefs  it  wrought  in  vou,  yea, 
what  clearing  of  yourfelves,  yea,  what  indignation,  yea,  what  fear, 
yea,  what  vehement  defire,  yea,  what  zeal,  yea,  what  revenge  ? 

2  lla.  xxxviii.  15.  What  fhall  I  fay?  he  hath  both  fpoken  unto 
me,  and  himfelf  hath  done  it:  I  fhall  go  foftly  all  my  years  in  the 
bittcrnefs  of  my  foul. 

a  Ezek.  xvi.  63.  That  thou  mayeft  remember  and  be  confound- 
ed, and  never  open  thy  mouth  any  more  becaufe  of  thy  fhame, 
when  I  am  pacified  toward  thee,  for  all  that  thou  haft  done,  faith 
the  Lord  C>od. 

4  Luke  xviii.  13,  14.  And  the  publican,  landing  afar  off,  would 
N 
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When  he  in  heaven  dooms  me  to  dwell, 
Then  I  adjudge  myfelf  to  hell^j 
Yet  ftill  I  to  his  judgment  gree, 
And  dear  him  for  absolving  me  d. 


not  lift  up  fo  much  as  his  eyes  unto  heaven,  but  fmote  upon  his 
bread,  faying,  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  firmer.  I  teH  you,  this 
man  went  down  to  his  houfe  jufHfied  rather  than  the  other  :  for 
every  one  that  exalteth  hi  n  felt,  ill  a  1 1  be  abafed;  and  he  that  hum- 
bleth  himfelf,  (hall  be  exalted.  Ezek.  xxxvi.  31,  32.  Then  fhall 
ye  remember  your  own  evil  ways,  and  your  doings  that  were  not 
good,  and  lliall  loath  yourfelves  in  your  own  light,  for  your  ini- 
quities, and  for  your  abominations.  Not  for  your  fakes  do  1  this, 
faith  the  Lord  God,  be  it  known  unto  you:  be  afhamed  and  con- 
founded for  your  own  ways,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael.  Jer.  xxxi.  19-. 
Surely  after  that  I  was  turned,  1  repented;  and  after  that  I  was> 
mfiru&ed,  I  fraqte  upon  my  thigh:  I  wa9  afhamed,  yea,  even  eon- 
founded,  becaufe  T  did  bear  the  reproach  of  my  youth. 

c  Matth.  xxv.  34, — 39.  Then  fliall  the  King  fay  unto  them  on 
his  right  hand,  Come,  ye  bleffed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom 
prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  For  1  was  an 
hungred,  and  ye  gave  me  meat:  I  was  thirfty,  and  ye  gave  me 
drink:  I  was  a  Granger,  and  ye  took  rae  in:  naked, and  ye  clothed 
mc:  I  was  lick,  and  ye  vifited  me:  I  was  in  prifon,  and  ye  came 
unto  me.  Then  iliall  the  righteous  anfwer  him,  faying,  Lord? 
when  faw  we  thee  an  hungred,  and  fed  thee?  or  thirfiy,  and  gave 
thee  drink?  When  faw  we  thee  a  Granger,  and  took  thee  in?  or 
naked,  and  clothed  thee?  Or  when  faw  we  thee  lick,  or  in  prifon, 
and  we  came  ran  to  thee?  I  Cor.  xi.  31.  If  we  would  judge  our- 
felves,  we  fhould  not  be  judgeci.  Luke  xv.  20,  21.  And  he  [the 
prodigal  fon]  arofe  and  came  to  his  father.  But  when  he  Mas  yet 
a  great  way  ofT,  his  father  faw  him,  and  had  companion,  and  ran, 
and  fell  on  his  neck,  and  kiiTed  him.  And  the  fon  faid  unto  him, 
Father,  I  have  finned  Rgainft  heaven,  and  in  thy  light,  and  am  no 
more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  fon.  Gen.  xxxii.  9,  xo.  And  Jacob 
faid,  O  God  of  my  father  Abraham,  and  God  of  my  father  Ifaac, 
the  Lord  which  fatdffc  unto  me,  Return  unto  thy  country,  and  to 
thv  kindred,  and  I  will  deal  well  with  thee:  I  am  not  worthy  of 
the  leall  of  all  the  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth  which  thou  haft 
fliewed  unto  thy  fervant;  for  with  my  ftaiTl  patTed  over  this  Jor- 
dan, and  now  I  am  become  two  bands. 

d  Pfalm  li«  4.  Againft  thee,,  thee  only  have  I  finned,  and  done 
this  evil  in  thy  light:  that  thou  mighteft  be  juftified  when  thou 
fpeakeft,  and  be  clear  when  thou  judgeft.  And  xr.  7.  The  righte- 
ous Lord  loveth  righteoufnefs-,  his  countenance  doth  behold  the 
upright.  And  cxlv.  16,  17.  Thou  opened  thine  hand,  and  fatisfiefr 
the  defire  of  every  living  thing.     The  Lord  is  righteous  in  all  hii 
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Thus  he  clears  me,  and  I  him  clear, 
]  juftify  my  Juftlfier  e. 
Let  him  condemn  or  juftify, 
From  all  mjufticc  1  hirri  iicef. 

S  E  C  T.     VIII. 

The  my  fiery  of '  fin  cl  if  cation  imperfect  in  this  life  ;  or  the 
believer  doing  ally  and  doing  nothing. 

MINE  arms  embrace  my  God  a,  yet  I 
Had  never  arms  to  reach  fo  high  b\ 


ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works.  Rev.  xv.  3.  And  they  fing  the 
fong  of  Mofes  the  fcrvant  of  God,  and  the  fong  of  the  Lamb,  fay- 
ing, Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works,  Lord  God  Almighty  ; 
juft  and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  faints. 

e  Rom.  iii.  26.  To  declare,  I  fay,  at  this  time  his  righteoufnefs: 
that  he  might  be  juft,  and  the  ju  frill  cf  of  him  which  believeth  in 
Jefus.  Ila.  xlv.  21.  There  is  no  God  elfe  befide  me,  a  juft  God 
and  a  Saviour,  v.  24.  Surely  fhall  one  fay,  In  the  Lord  have  1 
righteoufnefs  and  ftrength.  Chap.  Ixiii.  t.  Who  is  this  that  com* 
eth  from  Edom,  with  dved  garments  from  Bozrah?  This  that  is 
glorious  in  his  apparel,  travelling  in  the  grea'.nefs  of  his  ftrength  ? 
I  that  fpeak  in  rip.hteoufnefs, mighty  to  faTv  Z<^:h.  ix.  9.  Rejoice 
greatly,  O  daughter  of  Zion;  fhour,  O  daughter  of  Jerufalem : 
behold,  thy  King  cometh  unto  thee;  he  is  juft,  and  having  falva- 
lion,  &c. 

/Job.  xxv.  4,5,  6.  How  then  can  man  be  jnftified  w'th  God  ? 
or,  how  can  he  be  clean  that  is  born  of  a  woman,?  Behold  even  to 
the  moon,  and  it  fhineth  not;  yea,  the  ftars  are  not  pure  in  his 
fight.  Mow  much  lefs  man  that  is  a  worm  :  and  the  Ion  of  man 
which  is  a  worm?  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  14.  Juftice  and  judge  em  are  the 
habitation  of  thy  throne:  mercv  and  truth  iliall  go  before  thv  face. 
And  xevii.  2.  Clouds  and  darkntfs  are  round  about  him:  ri^hte- 
oufnefs  and  judgement  are  the  habitation  of  his  throne.  Rom.  iii. 
19,  20.  Now  we  know  that  what  tl  '  ;s  foever  the  law  faith,  it 
faith  to  them  who  are  under  the  lav.  •  that  every  mouth  mav  be 
flopped,  and  alfrthe  world  may  become  guilty  before  God.  There- 
fore, by  the  deeds  of  the  law,  there  iliall  no  fleih  be  juftified  in 
his  fight:  for  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin.  v.  23,  24,  i$. 
1  have  finned,  and  come  fliort  of  the  glory  of  God;  being 
jufliikd  freely  by  his  grace  through,  the  redemption  that  ia  in  Jefiis 
Chrift:   whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to   be   a  pi  through 

faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  vmiflion  of 
fins  that  are  paft,  through  the  forbearance  of  God :  Pfal.  xxii.  2,  3. 
O  my  God,  I  cry  in   the  day-time,  but  thou  heareft  not;  and  in 
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His  arm  alone  me  holds  cy  yet  lo, 
1  hold  and  will  not  let  him  go  d. 
I  do  according  to  his  call, 
And  yet  not  I,  but  he  does  all  e\ 
J3ut  though  he  works  to  will  and  dojf, 
I  without  force  work  freely  too  g. 
His  will  and  mine  agree  full  well£, 
Yet  difagree  like  heav'n  and  hell  /, 


the  night-feafon,  and  am  not  filent.     But  thou  art  holy,  O  thou 
that  inhabited  the  praifes  of  Ifrael. 

a  Song  iii.  4.  It  was  but  a  little  that  I  palled  from  them,  but  I 
found  him  whom  my  foul  loveth;  I  held  him,  and  would  not  let 
him  go,  until  I  had  brought  him  into  my  mother's  houfe,  and  into 
the  chamber  of  her  that  conceived  me. 

b  PfaL  ixi.  2.  From  the  end  of  the  earth  will  I  cry  unto  thee, 
\  ny  heart  is  overwhelmed :  lead  me  to  the  rock  that  is  higher 

than  I. 

c  Pfal.  Ixiii.  8.  My  foul  followeth  hard  after  thee:  thy  right 
hand  upholdeth  thee.  Ifa.  xli.  10.  Fear  thou  not,  for  I  am  with 
thee:  be  not  difmayed,  for  I  am  thy  God:  I  will  ftrengthen  thee, 
yea,  I  will  help  thee,  yea,  I  Avill  uphold  thee  with  the  right  hand 
of  my  righteoufuefs. 

d  Gen.  xxxii.  26.  And  he  [the  angel]  faid,  Let  me  go,  for  the 
day  breaketh:  And  he  [Jacob]  faid,  I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except 
thou  blefs  me. 

e  I  Cor*  xy.  10.  But  by  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am:  and 
his  grace  which  was  beftowed  upon  me,  was  not  in  vain;  but  I 
laboured  more  abundantly  than  they  all:  yet  not  1,  but  the  grace 
of  God  which  was  with  me.  v.  58.  Therefore,  my  beloved  bre- 
thren, be  ye  ftedfaft,  immoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord,  for'afmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain 
.  in  the  Lord. 

f  Phil.  ii.  13.  It  is  God  which  worketh  in  you,  both  to  will  and 
to  do  of  his  good  pleafure. 

<t  PfaL  ex.  3.  Thy  people  fliall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy 
power.  And  cxvi.  16.  Oh  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  fervant,  I  am  thy 
fervant,  and  the  fon  of  thy  hand-maid:  thou  haft  loofed  my 
bonds. 

£  Matth.  vi.  10.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 
Pfal.  ad,  8.  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God:  yea,  thy  law  is 
within  my  heart. 

i  Matth.  xxi.  28,  29.   A  certain  man  had  two  fons,  and  he  came 
to  the  firft,  and  faid,  Son,  go  work  tq-day  in  my  vineyard.     He 
aufwered  and  faid,  I  will  not,  &c.     John  v.  40.    Ye  will  not  come  ' 
to  me,  that  ye  might  have  life.     Matth.  xxiii.  37.   O  Jerufalem, 
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His  nature's  mine  £,  and  mine  is  his  l\ 
Yet  fo  was  never  that  nor  this  m. 
I  know  him  and  his  name,  yet  own 
He  and  his  name  can  ne'er  be  known  n. 
His  gracious  coming  makes  me  do  \ 
I  know  he  comes,  yet  know  not  how<?. 
I  have  no  good  but  what  he  gave/), 
Yet  he  commends  the  good  1  have  q. 


Jcrufalcm,  thou  that  id  He  ft  the  prophets,  and  ftoneft  thefn  trh«cli 
are  lent  unto  thee,  how  oi'ten  would  I  hi.ve  gathered  thy  children 
together,  even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings, 
and  ye  would  not! 

k  2  Pet.  i.  4.  Wherebv  are  given  unto  us  exceeding  great  and 
precious  promifes;  that  by  thefe  ye  might  be  partakers  ol  the  di- 
vine nature. 

/Heb.  ii.  14.  Forafmuch  then  as  the  children  are  partakers  of 
fleih  and  blood,  he  alfo  himielf  Jikewife  took  part  of  the  fame. 
v.  16.  For  verily  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels;  but  he 
took  on  him  the  feed  of  Abraham. 

m  Ifa.  xl.  17.  All  nations  before  him  are  as  nothing,  and  they 
are  counted  to  him  lefs  than  nothing,  and  vanity.  To  whom  then 
will  ye  liken  God  ?  or  what  likenefs  will  ye  compare  unto  him  ? 

n  Pfal.  ix.  10.  They  that  know  thy  name  will  put  their  truft  in 
thee.  Prov.  xxx.  3,  4.  I  [Agur]  neither  learned  wifdom,  nor  have 
the  knowledge  of  the  holy.  Who  hath  afcended  up  into  heaven, 
or  defcended  ?  who  hath  gathered  the  winds  in  his  lifts?  who  hath 
bound  the  waters  in  a  garment?  who  hath  eftablifhed  all  the  ends 
of  the  earth?  what  is  his  name,  and  what  is  his  fon's  name,  if 
thou  canft  tell? 

0  Song  iv.  16.  Awake,  O  north  wind;  and  come,  thcu  fouth  ; 
blow  upon  my  garden,  that  the  fpices  thereof  may  flow  out:  let 
my  beloved  come  into  his  garden,  and  cat  his  pleafant  fruits.  John" 
iii.  8.  The  wind  blowcth  where  it  lifteth,  and  thou  heareft  the 
found  thereoi,but  canft  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,and  whither  it 
goeth:  fo  is  every  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit. 

p  1  Chron.  xxix.  14.  And  David  faid, — But  who  am  1,  and  what 
is  my  people,  that   we  fhould   be  able  to  offer  fo  willingly   alter 
this  fori?   for  all  things  come  of  thee,  and  of  thine  own  have  we 
given  fhee.      2  Cor.  iii.  5.     Not  that  we  are  fulTicient  of  our; 
to  think  any  thing  as  of  our  ft  Ives ;   but  our  fulriciency  is  of  God. 

q  2  Cor.  x.  i3.  For  not  he  that  commendeth  himfeli  is  appr< 
but  wnom  the  Lord  commendeth.     Rom.  xii.  1,  2.   I  bcieccji  you 
therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  ye   pr< 
bodies  a  li .  :eptable  unto  (>oJ}  whi 

n  3 
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And  though  my  good  to  him  afcencjs  r, 
My  goodnefs  to  him  ne'er  extends/. 
I  take  hold  of  his  cov'nant  free  s9 
But  find  it  muft  take  hold  of  me  t. 
I'm  bound  to  keep  it  ?/,  yet  'tis  bail, 
And  bound  to  keep  me  without  fail  v. 


reafonable  fervice.  And  be  not  conformed  to  this  world:  but  be 
ye  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove 
what  is  that  good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfect  will  of  God. 

r  Pfai.  xxv.  I.  Unto  thee,0  Lord,  do  I  lift  my  foul.  And  cxli, 
2.  Let  my  prayer  be  fet  forth  before  thee  as  incenfe;  and  the  lift- 
ing up  of  my  hands,  as  the  evening  facrifice.  Eph.  Hi.  %.  In  whom. 
[Chrift  Jefus]  we  have  boldnefs  and  accefs  with  confidence  bv  the 
faith  of  him.  Heb.  x.  19.  Having  therefore,  brethren,  boldnefs 
to  enter  into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  &c._ 

/PfaL  xvi.  2.  O  my  foul,  thou  haftfaid  unto  the  Lord,  Thou  art 
my  Lord  :  my  goodnefs  extendeth  not  to  thee. 

j  Ifa.  lvi.  4.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  unto  the  eunuchs  that — take 
hold  of  ray  covenant,  &c.  v.  6.  Alfo  the  fons  of  the  ftranger,  that 
join  themfelves  to  the  Lord,  to  ferve  him,  and  to  love  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  to  be  his  fervants,  every  one  that — taketh  hold  of  my 
covenant,  &c. 

i  Zech.  i.  6.  But  my  words  and  my  ftatutes,  which  I  commandeo! 
my  fervants  the  prophets,  did  they  not  take  hold  of  your  fathers? 
and  they  returned  and  faid,  Like  as  the  Lord  of  hofts  thought  to 
do  unto  us,  according  to  our  ways,  and  according  to  our  doings, 
fo  hath  he  dealt  with  us.  Pfal.  ex.  2,  3.  The  Lord  fhall  fend  the 
rod  of  thy  (Irength  out  of  Zion:  rule  thou  in  the  mids  of  thine 
enemies.  Thy  people  fliali  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power, 
&c.  Rom,  i.  16.  lam  not  afhamed  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrifl:  for  it 
is  the  power  of  TJod  unto  falvation,  to  every  one  that  believeth, 
to  the  Jew  flrfl:,  and  alfo  to  the  Greek.  2  Cor.  ii.  16. — to  the  o- 
ther  we  are  the  favour  of  life  unto  life;  and  who  is  iufficient  for 
thefe  things. 

u  Pfal.  ciii.  17,  18.  The  mercy  of  the  Lord  is  from  everlafUng 
to  everla  fling  upon  them  that  fear  him :  and  his  righteoufnefs  unto 
children's  children:  to  fuch  as  keep  his  covenant,  and  to  thofe 
that  remember  his  commandments  to  do  them.  John  xvii.  6.1  have 
maniiefted  thy  name  unto  the  men  which  thou  gaveft  me  out  of 
the  world:  thine  they  were,  and- thou  gaveft  them  me^  and  they 
have  kept  thy  word. 

i>  Pfalm  ixxxix.  33,-— 36.  Neverthelefs,  ray  loving-kindnefs  will 
I  not  utterly  take  from  him,  nor  fufFer  my  taithfuinefs  to  fail,  My 
covenant  wfll  1  not  break,  nc>r  alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of 
my  hpls    Once  have  I  fv/orn,  by  my  holin^fs,  that  1  will  nut  Vie 
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The  bond  on  my  part  cannot  lail  tu, 
Yet  on  both  fides  (lands  firm  and  fail  ,v> 
I  break  my  bands  at  ev'ry  (hock, 
Yet  never  is  the  bargain  broke  j. 

Daily,  alas  !   I  difobey  z, 

Yer  yield  obedience  ev'ry  day^. 
I'm  an  imperfect  perfect  man bt 
That  can  do  all,  yec  nothing  can  c, 


unto  David.     His  feed  fhall  endure  foi  ever,  and  his  throne  as  the 
fun  before  me. 

fv  Pfalm  lxxxix.  30,  31,  3a.  If  his  children  for  fake  my  law,  and 
walk  not  in  my  judgments;  if  they  break  my  Itatutes,  and  keep 
not  my  commandments;  then  will  I  vint  their  tranfgreffion  with 
the  rod,  and  their  iniquity  with  ftripLS. 

k  Pfaim  lxxxix.  2,  3,  4.  ,For  I  have  laid,  Mercy  fhall  be  built  up 
for  ever;  thy  faithfulness  ilialt  thou  eftabliili  in  the  very  heavens. 
I  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  Chofen,  I  have  fworn  unto  Da- 
vid my  fervant.  Thy  feed  will  I  eftablifh  for  ever,  and  build  up 
thy  throne  to  all  generations,  v.  28,  29.  My  mercy  will  I  keep  for 
ever  more,  and  my  covenant  (hall  liand  fall  with  him.  His  feed 
alfo  will  I  make  to  endure  for  ever,  and  his  throne  as  the  days  of 
heaven.  Jer.  xxxii.  40.  And  I  will  make  an  everlafting  covenant 
with  them,  that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  them,  to  do  them  good; 
but  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they  lliall  not  depart 
from  me. 

y  Pfalm  Ixxviii.  37.  Their  heart  was  not  right  with  him,  nei- 
ther were  they  ftedfaft  in  his  covenant.  Ifa.  Iiv.  10.  The  moun- 
tains fhail  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed,  but  my  kindnefs  lliall 
not  depart  from  thee,  neither  lliall  the  covenant  of  my  peace  be 
removed,  faith  the  Lord,  that  hath  mercy  on  thee. 

z  James  iii.  2.  In  many  things  we  offend  all. 

a  Pfalm  Ixi.  8.  So  will  I  ling  praife  unto  thy  name  for  ever,  that 
I  may  daily  perform  my  vows.  Heb.  iii-  13.  But  exhort  one  an- 
other daily  while  it  is  called,  To-day  ;  left  any  of  you  be  harden- 
ed through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin. 

b  Pfalm  xxxvii.  37.  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  up- 
right: ior  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace,  Rev.  iii.  z.  Be  watchful, 
and  ftrengthen  the  things  which  remain,  that  are  ready  to  die:  for 
I  have  oof  found  thy  works  perfect  be  ore  God. 

c  Phil.  iv.  13.  I  can  do  ail  things  through  Chrift  which  ftrength- 
enctli  me.  John  xv.  5.  I  am  the  vine,  yc  are  the  branches  :"  He 
that  abideth  iu  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  fame  bringeih forth  much 
fruit;  for  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing. 

N4    ~ 
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Fm  from  beneath  J,  and  from  above  e, 

A  child  of  wrath/,  a  child  of  love^. 

A  ftranger  e'en  where  all  may  ki  ow  -, 

A  pilgrim,  yet  I  no  where  go  h. 

I  trade  abroad,  yet  flay  at  home  i ; 

My  rabernacle  is  my  rombi. 

I  can  be  prifon'd,  yet  abroad ; 

Bound  hand  and  foot,  yet  walk  with  God  /. 


d  John  vlii.  23.  And  Jefus  faid  unto  the  Jews,  Ye  are  from  be* 
neath — :   ye  are  of  this  world,  &c. 

e  Gal.  iv.  26.  >Jerufalem  which  is  above,  is  free,  which  is  the 
mother  of  us  all.  v.  28.  Now  we,  brethren,  as  Ifaac  was4  are  the 
children  of  promife.  John  i.  13.  Which  were  born  not  of  blood, 
nor  of  the  will  of  the  flefh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God. 
And  iii.  5,  6.  Jefus  anfwered,  Verily  verily,  I  fay  unto  thee,  [Ni« 
codemus]  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he 
cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.— That  which  is  born  of 
the  Spirit  is  fpirit. 

/  Eph.  ii.  3.  We — were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath,  even  a«p 
others. 

g  Rom,  iv.  8, — The  children  of  the  promife  are  counted  for 
the  feed. 

b  Heb.  xi.  13.  Thefe  all — confefled  that  they  were  flrangers  and 
pilgrims  on  the  earth.  1  Pet.  ii.  11.  Dearly  beloved,  I  befeeck 
you  as  flrangers  and  pilgrims,  &c. 

i  Phil.  iii.  20.  For  our  converfation  is  in  heaven,  from  whence 
alfo  we  look  for  the  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

k  2  Cor.  v.  1,  2.  For  we  know,  that  if  our  earthly  houfe  of  this 
tabernacle  were  diffolved,  we  have  a  building  of  God,  an  houfe 
not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  For  in  this  we  groan 
earneuly,  defiring  to  be  clothed  upon  with  our  houfe  which  is 
from  heaven,  w.  4.  For  we  that  are  in  this  tabernacle  do  groan,  be- 
ing burdened;  not  for  that  we  would  be  unclothed,  but  clothed 
upon,  that  mortality  might  be  f wallowed  up  of  life. 

/Acts  xvi.  24,  25,  The  jailor,  having  received  fuch  a  charge, 
thraifl;  them  into  the  inner  pr.ifon,  and  made  their  feet  fafl  in  the 
jftocks.  And  at  midnight  Paul  and  Silas  prayed,  and  fang  praiies 
unto  God.  2  Tim.  ii.  9.  Wherein  1  fuflfer  trouble  as  an  evil  doer, 
even  unto  bonds;  but  the  word  of  God  is  not  bound.  2  Cor.  vi. 
4,  5.  But  in  all  things  approving  ourfelves  as  the  minifters  of  God., 
ifl  much  patience,  in  afflictions,  in  necohties,  in  diftrefles,  iii 
ftripes,  in  iaipriibnments,  in  tumults,  in  bb cars,  in  watching*,  in 
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SECT.     IX. 

The  mvftery  of  various  names  given  to  faints  and  church 
of  Chrijl ;  or,  The  flejh  and  Spirit  dtjenbed  jrom  ina- 
nimate things ,  vegetables  and fenjtfives* 

TO  tell  the  world  my  proper  name, 
Is  both  my  glory  and  my  (names: 
For  like  my  black  but  comely  face, 
My  name  is  Sin,  my  name  is  Grace  b. 

Mod  fitly  I'm  aflimilate 

To  various  things  inanimate  ; 

A  (landing  lake  cy  a  running  flood  d9 

A  fixed  ftar  e}  a  pafling  cloudy. 


a  Hof.  i.  9.  Then  faid  God,  Call  his  name  Lo-ammi :  for  ye 
are  not  my  people,  and  I  will  not  be  your  God.  And  ii.  1.  Say  ye 
unto  your  brethren,  Ammi,  and  to  your  fitters,  Ruhamah.  1/.  23. 
And  I  will  have  mercy  upon  her  that  had  not  obtained  mercy, 
and  I  will  fay  to  them  which  were  not  my  people,  Thou  art  my 
people;  and  they  fhall  fay,  Thou  art  my  God. 

b  Song  i.  5.  1  am  black,  but  comely,  O  ,ye  daughters  of  Jem- 
falem,  as  the  tents  of  Kedar,  as  the  curtains  of  Solomon.  I  Tim. 
i.  15.  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that 
Cnrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to  fave  tinners;  of  whom  1  am 
chief,  lfa.  lxii.  2,  3.  And  the  Gentiles  fhall  fee  thy  righteoufnefs, 
and  all  kings  thy  glory:  and  thou  fhalt  be  called  by  a  new  name, 
which  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  fhall  name.  Thou  ihalt  alfo  be  a 
crown  of  glory  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  a  royal  diadem  in 
the  hand  of  thy  God. 

c  Jer.  xlviii.  1 1.  Moab  hath  been  at  eafe  from  his  youth,  and  he 
hath  fettled  on  his  Ices,  and  hath  not  been  emptied  from  veffel  to 
velTel,  neither  hath  he  gone  into  captivity:  therefore  his  tafte  re- 
mained in  him,  and  his  fcent  is  not  changed. 

d  Ifa.  xliv.  3.  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirfly,  and 
floods  upon  the  dry  ground:  I  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  feed, 
and  my  blefling  upon  thine  offspring. 

c  Dan.  xii.  3.  And  they  that  be  wife,  fhall  fhine  as  the  bright- 
nefsof  th<?  firmament;  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs, 
as  the  fturs  for  ever  and  ever — And  in  cppofition  to  tbcfe  called  wander- 
ing flars,  Judc  13. 

/Hof.  vi.  4.  O  Fphraim,  what  fhall  !  do  unto  thee  ?  O  Judah, 
*  hat  fhall  I  do  unto  t!:ee.?  for  your  goodrcf*  is  a£  a  mornin^-cUild, 
and  as  the  early  dew  it  goetl*  21 
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A  Cake  unturn'd,  nor  cold,  nor  hot g\ 
A  veflcl  founds,  a  broken  pot/: 
A  rifing  fun  k,  a  drooping  wing/; 
A  flinty  rock  m>  a  flowing  fpring/*. 
A  rotten  beam  0,  a  virid  ftem/> ; 
A  menft'ro'us  cloth  qt  a  royal  gem  r  \ 
A  garden  barrM/,  an  open  field  s  ; 
A  gliding  ftream  t% a  fountain  feal'd  u, 

I*  Hof.  vii.  8.  Ephraim,hehath  mixed  himfelf  among  the  people. 

Ephraim  is  a   cake  not  turned.     Rev.  iii.  15.   I  know  thv  works, 

,« that  thou  art  neither  cold  nor  hot ;   I  would  thou  wert  cold  or  hot. 

h  R0m.-ix.2i.  Hath  not  the  potter  power  over  the  clay, of  the  fame 

lump  to  make  one  vefTel  unto  honour,  and  another  unto  dishonour? 

i  Pfalm  xxxi.  12.    I  am  forgotten  as  a  dead  man  out  of  mind:  I 

am  like  a  broken  veflel. 

k  Matth.  xiii.  43.  Then  fliall  the  righteous  fhine  forth  as  the  fun, 
in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father. ; 

/  Pfalm  lv.  6.  And  I  faid,  O  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove!  for 
then  would  I  fly  away,  and  be  at  reft. 

m  Zech.  vii.  12.  They  made  their  hearts  as  an  adamant  (lone, 
left  they  fhould  hear  the  law,  and  the  words  which  the  Lord  of 
hofts  hathfent  in  his  Spirit  by  the  former  prophets. 

n  John  iv.  13, 14.  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid  unto  her — Whofoever 
drinketh  of  the  water  that  I  fhall  give  him,  fliall  never  thirft:  but 
the  water  that  I  fhall  give  him,  fliall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water 
fpringing  up  into  evcrlafting  life. 

0  Ifa..  xvii.  9,  10.  In  that  day  fliall  his  ftrong  cities  be  as  a  for- 
faken  bough,  and  an  uppermoft  branch,  which  they  left,  becaufc 
of  the  children  of  Ifrael:  and  there  fhall  be  defolation.  Becaufc 
thou  haft  forgotten  the  God  of  thy  falvation,  and  haft  not  been 
mindful  of  the  rock  of  thyftrength;  therefore  fhalt  thou  plant  plea- 
fant  plants,  and  fhalt  fet  it  with  ftrange  flips.  Chap,  xxvii.  11. 
When  the  boughs  thereof  are  withered,  they  fliall  be  broken  off; 
the  women  came  and  fet  them  on  fire:  for  it  is  a  people  of  no  un- 
dcrftanding,  Sec. 

p  Prov.  xi7  28.  The  righteous  fliall  flourifli  as  a  branch.  Pfalm 
xcii.  12,  13.  The  righteous  iliall  flouriili  like  the  palm-tree:  he 
fhall  grow  like  the  cedar  In  Lebanon.  Thofe  that  be  planted  in 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  fhali  flouriili  in  the  courts  of  our  God. 

q  Ifa.  xxx.  22.  Ye  fliall  defile  alfo  the  covering  of  my  graven 
images  of  filver,  and  the  ornament  of  thy  molten  images  of  gold  : 
thou  (halt  caft  them  away  as  a  menftruous  cloth,  fliall  fay  unto  it. 
Get  thee  hence-  Chap  Ixiv.  6.  But  we  are  all  as  an  unclean  thing, 
2nd  all  our  righteoufneffes  as  filthy  rags. 

r  Ifa.  Ixii.  3.  Thou  fhalt  alfo  be  a  crown  of  glory  in  the  hand  of  ' 
the  Lord,  and  a  royal  diadem  in  the  hand  of  thy  God. 
/Song  iv.  12.  A  garden  inclofed  is  my  fifter,  my  fpoufe. 
s  Matth.  xiil.  24,  25.    Another  parable  put  he  forth  unto  them} 
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Of  various  vegetables  fee 

A  fair  and  lively  map  in  me. 

A  fragrant  rofe  vx  a  noiiome  weed  iv ; 

A  rotting  *,  yet  immortal  feed^', 

I'm  with'ring  grafs  z,  and  growing  corn  a  \ 

A  pleafant  plant  by  an  irkfome  thorn  c  > 

An  empty  vine  J,  a  fruitful  tree  e ; 

An  humble  {hrub/|  a  cedar  highg. 

faying,  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  likened  unto  a  man  srhieh  fowr 
ed  good  feed  in  his  field:  but  while  men  flept,  his  enemy  came 
and  fowed  tare^  among  the  wheat,  and  went  his  way. 

t  Song  iv.  5.  [My  filler  is]  a  fountain  of  gardens,  a  well  of  liv- 
ing waters,  and  flreams  from  Lebanon. 

u  Song  iv.  12.  A  fpring  (hut  up.  a  fountain  fealed  is  my  fifler, 
my  fpoufe. 

v  Ifa.  xxxv.  I.     The  wiidernefs   and  the   folitary  place  fkall  be 

glad  for  them;  and  the  defart  (hall  rejoice,  and  blollbm  as  the  iofe. 

iv  Ifa.  v.  4.    What  could  have  been  done  more  to  my  vineyard, 

that  I  have  not  done  in  it?  wherefore  when  I  looked  that  itfhould 

bring  forth  grapes,  it  brought  forth  wild  grapes. 

.v  Gen.  iii.  19.  In  the  fweat  of  thy  face  fhalt  thou  eat  bread,  till 
thou  return  unto  the  ground;  for  out  of  it  waft  thou  taken:  for 
duft  thou  art,  and  unto  dufl  fhalt  thou  return. 

y  I  Pet.  i.  23.    Being  born  again,  not  of  corruptible  feed,  but  of 
incorruptible, by  the  word  of  God  which  iiveth  and  abideth  for  even 
z  Ifa.  xl.  7.  The  grafs  withereth,  the  flower  fadeth  ;  becaufe  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  bloweth  upon  it  :   furely  the  people  is  grafs. 

a  Hof.  xiv.  7.  They  that  dwell  under  his  fhadow  fhall  return, 
they  fhall  revive  as  the  corn,  and  grow  as  the  vine:  the  fcent 
thereof  fhall  be  as  the  wine  of  Lebanon. 

b  Ifa.  v.  7.  The  vineyard  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  the  houfe  of  If- 
rael,  and  the  men  of  Judah  his  pleafant  plant. 

c  Mic.  vii.  4,  The  belt  of  them  is  a  brier:  the  mod  upright  is 
fharper  than  a  thorn-hedge. 

d  Hof.  x.  I.    Ifrael  is  an  empty  vine,  he  bringeth  forth  fruit  un-  . 
to  himfelf. 

e  Pfalm  i.  3.  And  he  fhall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the  rivers 
of  water,  that  bringeth  forth  his  fruit  in  his  feafon  ;  his  leaf  alfo 
fhall  not  wither,  and  whatfoever  he  doth  Hi  a  1 1  profper, 

/Ezek.  xvii.  5,  6.  He  [a  great  eagle]  took  alfo  oi  the  feed  of  the 
land,  and  planted  it  in  a  fruitful  field,  he  placed  it  by  great  waters 
and  ftt  it  as  a  willow-tree.  And  it  grew,  and  became  a  fpread- 
in  g  vine  of  low  ftature,  whofe  branches  turned  toward  him,  ami 
the  roots  thereof  were  under  him:  fo  it  became  a  vine,  andbroui  ht 
forth  bran  (hot  forth  fprigs.    v.  24.  And  all  the  trees  of 

ird  navr.  b 
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A  noxious  brier  />ra  harmlefs  pine  i  \ 
A  faplefs  twig  k}  a  bleeding  vine  /.': 
A  (table  fir  m,  a  pliant  bum  n  -9 
A  noble  oak  o,  a  naughty  rufh/. 

With  fenfttives  I  may  compare, 
While  1  their  various  natures  fhare  : 
Their  diftin£t  names  may  juftly  fait 
A  ftrange,  a  reafonable  brute  q. 


tree,  have  exalted  the  low  tree,  have  dried  up  the  green  tree,  and 
have  made  the  dry  tree  to  flourifli:  I  the  Lord  have.fpoken  and 
have  done  it.  Mark  iv.  30,  31.  And  Jefus  faid,  Wherein  (hall  we 
liken  the  kingdom  of  God?  or,  with  what  companion  fhall  we 
compare  it?  It  is  like  a  grain  of  muftard-feed,  which,  when  it  h 
iown  in  the  earth,  is  lefs  than  all  the  feeds  that  be  in  the  earth. 

g  Pfalm  xcii.  12.  The  righteous  fhall  grow  like  a  cedar  in  Le- 
banon. 

h  Mi cvii.  4.   See  letter  C. 

i  Ifa.  xli.  19.  I  will  fet  in  the  defart.  the  fir-tree,  and  the  pine, 
and  the  box-tree  together. 

k  John  xv.  4.  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  As  the  branch  can- 
not bear  fruit  of  itfelf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine;  no  more  can 
ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me.  «y.  6.  If  a  man  abide  not  in  me,  he  is 
caft  forth  as  a  branch,  and  is  withered. 

/John  xv.  5.  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches:  He  that  a- 
bideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  fame  bringeth  forth  much  fruit; 
for  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing.  Song  ii.  13.  The  fig  tree  put- 
teth  forth  her  green  figs,  and  the  vines  with  the  tender  grape  give 
a  good  fmell.  v.  15.  Take  us  the  foxes,  the  little  foxes  that  fpoil 
the  vines;  for  our  vines  have  tender  grapes. 

m  Ifa  lv.  13.  Inftead  of  the  thorn  fhall  come  up  the  fir-tree, 
and  inftead  of  brier  fhall  come  up  the  myrtle-tree:  and  it  fhall  be 
to  the  Lord  for  a  name,  for  an  everlaftfng  fign  that  fhal!  not  be  cut 
off.  And  lx.  1$.  The. glory  of  Lebanon  ihall  come  unto  thee,  the 
fir-tree,  the  pine-tree,  and  the  box  together,  to  beautify  the  place 
of  my  fanctuary,  and  I  will  make  the  place  of  my  feet  glorious. 

n  Matth.  xi.  7.  And  as  they  departed,  Jefus  began  to  fay  unto 
the  multitudes  concerning  John,  What  went  ye  out  into  the  wil- 
dernefs  to  fee?  A  reed  fliaken  with  the  wind? 

o  Ifa.  vi.  13.  But  yet  in  it  fhall  be  a  tenth,  and  it  fhall  return, 
and  fhall  be  eaten:  as  a  teil-tree,  and  as  an  oak  whofe  fubflance 
is  in  them,  when  they  caft  their  leaves:  fo  the  holy  £eed  fli all  be 
the  fubftance  thereof. 

p  Ifa.  Iviii.  5.  Is  it  fuch  a  fafl:  that  I  have  chofen  ?  a  day  for  a 
man  to  affiivfl  his  foul?  is  it  to  bow  down  his  head  as  a  bulrufh,  and 
to  fpread  fackcloth  and  afhee  under  him?  wilt  thou  call  this  a  faffc^ 
and  an  acceptable  day  to  the  Lord? 
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The  facred  page  my  ftate  defcribes 
From  volatile  and  reptile  tribes  ; 
From  ugly  vipers  r,  beauteous  birds/; 
From  loaring  hofts  sy  and  fwinifh  herds  /. 
I'm  rankM  with  beafts  of  difFrent  kinds, 
With  fpiteful  tygers //,  loving  hinds  v\ 
And  creatures  of  diftinguifliM  forms, 
With  mounting  eagles  iu}  creeping  worms  x. 
A  mixture  of  each  fort  I  am ; 
A  hurtful  fnakc;*,  a  harmlefs  lamb  z  ; 


9  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  22.  So  foolifh  was  I  [Afaph],  and  ignorant :  I  was 
a  be  a  ft  before  thee.  Prov.  xxx.  2.  Surely  T  [Agur]  am  more  bru- 
tiih  than  any  man,  and  have  notthe  underftanding  of  a  man. 

r  Matth.  iii.  7.  But  when  John  faw  many  of  the  Pharifees  and 
Sadducees  come  to  his  baptifm,  he  faid  unto  them,  O  generation 
of  vipers,  &c. 

/Songii.  12.  The  time  of  the  Tinging  of  birds  is  come,  and  the 
voice  of  the  turtle  is  heard  in  our  land. 

s  Ifa.  ix.  8.  Who  are  thefe  that  fly  as  a  cloud,  and  as  the  doves 
to  their  windows  ? 

t  Matth.  vii.  6.  Give  not  that  which  is  holy  unto  the  dogs,  nei- 
ther ca(t  ye  your  pearls  before  fwine,  left  they  trample  them  un- 
der their  feet,  and  turn  again  and  rent  you.  2  Pet.  ii.  22.  But  it 
is  happened  to  them  according  to  the  true  proverb,  The  dog  is 
turned  to  his  own  vomit  again:  and  the  low  that  was  waihed  to 
her  wallowing  in  the  mire. 

u  Pfalm  xxii.  16.  For  dogs  have  compaffed  me,  the  affembly  of 
the  wicked  have  inclofed  mc  :  they  pierced  my  hands  and  my  feet, 
Phil.  iii.  2.  Beware  of  dogs,  beware  of  evil-workers,  beware  of  the 
concifion. 

v  Pfalm  xviii.  33.  God  maketh  my  feet  like  hinds  feet,  and  fet- 
teth  me  upon  my  high  places.  Prov.  v.  To.  Let  her  [the  wife  of 
t!:y  youth]  be  as  the  loving  hind, and  pleafant  roe;  let  her  breads 
fatisfy  thee  at  all  times,  ant:  he  thou  ravifhed  always  with  her  love. 

iv  Ifa.  xl.  31. They  1  h all  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles. 

x  Pfalm  xxii.  6.  But  I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man.  Ifa.  xli.  14. 
Pear  not,  thou  worm  Jacob,  and  ye  men  of  IiVael,  &c. 

Pfalm  lviii.  4.     Tjieir  ptpifon  is  like  the  poiibn  of  a  ferpent ; 
they  are  like  the  deaf  adder  that  ftoppeth  her  ear. 

■z  John  xxi.  15.  So  when  they  had  dined,  Jefus  faith  to  Simon 
Peter,  Simon  fori  of  Jonas,  lovtfl:  thou  me  more  than  thefe?  Us 
faith  unto  him,  Yea,  Lord;  thou  knoweft  thai  I  lo?c  ?hee«  He  faitji 
unco  him,  i  •  :d  my  Iambs. 
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A  tardy  afs  ay  n  fpeedy  roe  b  \ 

A  lion  boldc,  a  tirnVous  doc  d. 

A  flothful  owl  e,  a  bufy  ant/; 

A  dove  to  mourn  g}  a  lark  to  chant  h  : 

And  with  lefs  equals  to  compare) 

An  ugly  toad  i,  an  angel  fair  k, 

* 

SEC  T.     X. 

Tie  myftery  cf  the  faints  old  and  new  man  further  de« 
fcribed  ;  and  the  means  of  their  fpiritual  life. 

^Emptations  breed  me  much  annoy  ay 
Yet  divers  iuch  I  count  all  joy  L 

a  Job  xi.  12.  Vain  man  would  be  wife,  though  man  be  born 
like  a  wild  afs's  colt. 

b  Prov.  vi.  5»  Deliver  thyfelf  [my  fon]  as  a  foe  from  the  hand 
of  the  hunter. 

c  Prov.  XXviii.  r.  The  righteous  are  bold  as  a  lion.    - 

</Ifa.  ii.  19.  And  they  fliall  go  into  the  holes  of  the  rocks,  and 
into  the  caves  of  the  earth,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory 
of  his  Majefty,  when  he  arifeth  to  fhake  terribly  the  earth. 

e  Pfal.  cii.  6.  I  am  like  an  owl  of  the  defart. 

f  Prov.  vi,  6.  Go  to  the  ant,  thou  fluggard,  confider  her  ways, 
and  be  wife,  &c. 

g  Ifa.  Xxxviii.  14.  Like  a  crane  or  a  fwallow,  fo  did  I  chatter : 
I  did  mourn  as  a  dovej  mine  eyes  fail  with  looking  upward:  O 
l^ord,  I  am  opprefTed,  undertake  for  me.  Ezek.  vii.  16.  But  they 
that  efcape  of  them  [Ifrael],  fliall  efcape,  and  {hall  be  on  the  moun- 
tains like  doves  of  the  valleys,  all  of  them  mourning,  every  one 
for  his  iniquity. 

b  Song  ii.  I  a.  The  time  of  the  Tinging  of  birds  is  come,  and  the 
toie'e  of  the  turtle  is  heard  in  our  land. 

*  Rom.  iii.  13.— -The  poifon  of  afps  is  under  their  lips.  Job.  xi. 
4.  Behold,  1  am  vile,  what  fliall  I  anfwer  thee!  I  will  lay  mine 
hand  upon  my  mouth* 

i  Acts.  vi.  15.  And  all  that  fat  in  the  council,  looking  ftedfaftly 
on  him  [Stephen],  faw  his  face  as  it  had  been  the  face  of  an  angel* 
3  Cor.  iii.  18.  But  we  all  with  open  face,  beholding  as  in  a  glafs, 
the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from 
glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

a  Heb.  xii.  11.  Now  no  chaftening  for  the  prefent  feemeth  to 
be  joyous,  but  grievous,  &c.  I  Pet.  i,  6.  Wherein  ye"  greatly  re- 
joice, though  now  for  a  feafon  (if  need  be)  ye  are  in  heavinefs 
through  manifold  temptations. 

h  James  i,  z.  My  brethren,  count  it  all  joy  when  re  fall  into  di- 
veis  temptations, 
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On  earth  I  fee  confufions  reel  r, 
Yet  wifdom  orcTringall  things  well d. 

I  fleep,  yet  have  a  waking  ear  e\ 
Fin  blind  and  deaf,  yet  fee  and  hear/*: 
Dumb,  yet  cry,  Abbay  Father,  plain  gf 
Born  only  once,  yet  born  again  h. 

My  heart's  a  mirror  dim  and  blight/, 
A  compound  ftrangeof  day  and  night  I: 

t  Pfal.  Ixxxii  5.  They  know  not,  neither  will  they  underhand; 
they  walk  on  in  darknefs:  all  the  foundations  of  the  earth  are  out 
of  courfe. 

d  Pfal.  xxix.  10.  The  Lord  fitteth  upon  the  flood:  yea,  the 
Lord  fitteth  King  for  ever.  And  Ixxxix.  9.  Thou  rulcft  the  raging 
of  the  fea:  when  the  waves  thereof  ariie,  thou  ftillei!  them.  Rom. 
viii.  28.  And  we  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good,  to 
them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  according  to  his 
purpofe. 

r  Song  v.  2.  I  fleep,  but  my  heart  waketh :  it  is  the  voice  of  my 
Beloved  that  knocketh,  faying.  Open  to  me,  my  lifter,  my  love,  my 
dove,  my  undefiled:  for  my  head  13  filled  with  dew,  and  my  lock* 
with  the  drops  of  the  night. 

/Ifa.  xlii.  18,  19.  Hear,  ye  deaf,  and  look,  ye  blind,  that  ye 
may  fee.  Who  is  blind,  but  my  fervant?  or  deaf,  as  my  melTen- 
ger  that  I  fent?  who  is  blind  as  he  that  is  perfect,  and  blind  as  the 
Lord's  fervant?  And  xxxv.  5.  Then  the  eyes  of  the  blind  lh-all  be 
opened,  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf  fhaii  be  unftopped. 

g  Ifa.  xxxv.  6.  Then  thall — the  tongue  of  the  dumb  ring  :  for 
in  the  wildernefs  iliali  waters  breakout,  and  ftreams  in  the  defart. 
Rom.  viii.  1  c.  For  ye  have  not  received  the  fpirit  of  bondage  a- 
gain  to  fear;  but  ye  have  received  the  Spirit  cf  adoption,  whereby 
we  cry,  Abba,  Father. 

b  Juhn  iii.  3, — 6.  Jcfus  anfwered  and  faid  unto  hrm,  [Nicodc- 
fous], 'Verily,  veriiy  I  fay  unto  thee,  Except  a  man  be  born  again, 
he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God.  NicoSemus  faith  unto  him, 
How  can  a  man  be  born  when  he  is  old  ?  can  he  enter  the  lecond 
time  into  his  mother's  womb,  and  be  born  I  Jefus  anfwered,  Ve- 
riiy, verily  I  fay  unto  thee,  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of 
tne  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  That  which 
is  born  of  the  ilcfh,  is  flefh:  and  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit, 
is  fpirit. 

/'  Lam.  v.  17.  For  this  our  heart  is  faint,  for  thefe  things  our 
eyes  are  dim.  Ifa.  xxxii.  3.  And  the  eyes  of  them  that  fee,  iliali 
1  &c. 

i  Zech.  xiv.  7.  But  it  fha!l  be  one  day,  which  flfall  be  known 
to  t}>^  Lord,  not  day,  nor  1  ight:  but  it  fhall  come  to  pafvhar  at 
evening  time  it  thal'l  be  light. 
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Of  dung  and  di'monds,  drofs  and  gold  /; 
Of  fummer  heat,  and  winter  cold  m. 
Down  like  a  (tone  I  fink  and  dive  ny 
Yet  daily  upward  foar  and  thriven. 
To  heav'n  I  fly,  to  earth  I  tend  p  \ 
Still  better  grow,  yet  never  mend  q. 


/Mai.  ii.  3.  Behold,  I  will  corrupt  your  feed,  and  fpread  dung 
upon  your  faces,  even  the  dung  of  your  folemn  feafts,  and  one 
/hall  take  you  away  with  it.  Phil.  iii.  8.  Yea  doubtlefs  and  I 
count  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord  :  for  whom  I  have  fufFered  the  lofs  of  all 
things,  and  do  count  them  but  dung  that  1  may  win  Chrift.  Ifa. 
lxii.  3.  Thou  {halt  alfo  be  a  crown  of  glory  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord, 
and  a  royal  diadem  in  the  hand  of  thy  God.  Ifa.  i.  25.  And  I  will 
turn  my  hand  upon  thee,  and  purely  purge  away  thy  drofs,  and 
'  take  away  all  thy  tin.  Job  xxiii.  10.  God  knoweth  the  way  that 
I  take:  when  he  hath  tried  me,  I  fhall  come  forth  as  gold. 

m  Pfalm  xxxix.  3.  My  heart  was  hot  within  me,  while  I  was 
mufing  the  fire  burned.  Luke  xxiv.  32.  And  they  faid  one  to  an- 
other, Did  not  our  hearts  burn  within  us,  while  he  talked  with  us 
by  the  way,  and  while  he  opened  to  us  thefcriptures?  Matt.xxiw 
I*.  And  becaufe  iniquity  fhall  abound,  the  love  of  many  fhall  wax 
cold.  Rev.  ii.  4.  Neverthelefs,  I  have  fomewhat  againft  thee,  be- 
caufe thou  haft  left  thy  firft  love. 

«  Pfal.  xlii.  6,  7.  O  my  God,  my  foul  is  caft  down  within  me  : 
therefore  will  I  remember  thee  from  the  land  of  Jordan,  and  of 
the  Hermonites,  from  the  hill  Mizar.  Deep  callethunto  deep,  at 
the  noife  of  thy  water-fpouts:  all  thy  waves  and  thy  billows  are 
gone  over  me. 

*Pfal.  xlii.  8,  9.  Yet  the  Lord  will  command  his  loving  kindnefs 
in  the  day-time,  and  in  the  night  his  fong  fhall  be  with  me,  and 
my  prayer  unto  the  God  of  my  life.  I  will  fay  unto  God  my  rock^ 
Why  haft  thou  forgotten  me?  why  go  I  mourning  becaufe  of  the 
oppreffion  of  the  enemy?  v.  11.  Why  art  thou  caft  down,  O  my 
foul?  and  why  art  thou  difqujeted  within  me?  hope  thou  in  God, 
for  I  will  yet  praife  him,  who  is  the  health  of  my  countenance, 
and  my  God. 

p  Col.  iii.  I,  %**  If  ye  then  be  rifen  with  Chrift,  feekthofe  things 
which  are  above,  where  Chrift  fitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God. 
Set  your  affections  on  things  above,  not  on  things  on  the  earth. 
Pfal.  xliv.  %$.  Our  foul  is  bowed  down  to  the  duft:  our  belly 
fcleaveth  unto  the  earth. 

q  Hof.  xiv.  5.     I  vvill  be  as  the  due  unto  Ifrael :  he  fhall  grow  as 

fhe  liiy,  and  caft  forth  his  roots  as  Lebanon.     1/.  7.  They  that 

dwell  under  his  fliadow  fhall  return,  they  (hall  revive  as  the  corn, 

,jmd  grow  as  the  vine ;  the  fcent  thereof  lhali  be  as  the  wine  of  Le- 
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My  heav'ti  and  glory's  fure  to  me, 
Though  thereof  feldom  fure  I  be  r : 
Yet  what  makes  me  the  furer  is, , 
God  is  my  glory/,  I  am  his/. 
My  life's  expos'd  to  open  view  f, 
Yet  clofely  hid  and  known  to  few  u. 
Some  know  my  place,  and  whence  I  came. 
Yet  neither  whence,  nor  where  I  am  v. 


banon.  Phil.  iii.  12,  13,  14,  Not  as  though  I  had  already  attained, 
either  were  already  perfect :  but  I  follow  after,  if  that  I  may  ap- 
prehend that  for  which  alfo  I  am  apprehended  of  Chrift  Jefus. 
Brethren,  I  count  not  myfelf  to  have  apprehended:  hut  this  one 
thing  I  do,  forgetting  thofe  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching 
forth  unto  thofe  things  which  are  before,  I  prefs  toward  the  mark, 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of /God  in  Chrift  Jefus.  Ron.,  vii. 
23,  24.  But  1  fee  another  law  in  my  members,  warring  againft  the 
law  of  my  mind,  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  to  the  Jaw  of  iio, 
which  is  in  my  member?.  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  ihall 
deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death-? 

r  John  xiv.  2,  3.  In  my  Father's  houfe  are  many  manfions;  if 
it  were  not  fo,  I  would  have  told  you:  I  go  to  prepare  a  <)lace  for 
you.  And  if  1  go  .and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again, 
and  receive  you  unto  myfelf,  that  where  I  am,  there  ve  mav  be 
alfo.  2  Pet.  i.  10.  Wherefore  the  rather  brethren,  give  din  jence 
to  make  your  calling  and  election  fure.  Heb.  \v.  1.  Lei 
fore  fear,  left  a  proinife  being  left  us  of  entering  into  his  reft,  any 
of  you  fhould  feem  to  c<  of  it. 

/Pfal.  iii.  3.    But  thou,  O  Lord,  art  a  iliield  forme;  my  glory, 
and  the  lifter  up  of  mine  head.     Ifa.  !\\  ro.  The  fun   Q 
more  thy  light  by  day,  neither  foi  fs  ftiall  the  n 

light  unto  thee,  but   the  Lord  Iliad  be  unto  thee   an  everla 
lighf.  and  thy  God  thy 

s  Ifa.  xlvi.{i3.  I  W'H  place  falvatidn  in  Zion  for  Ifrael  my  gib* 
ry.  2  Cor.  vtii.  23.  Whether  do  any  enquire  of  Titus,  he  is  °my 
partner,  and  fellow-helpei  you:   or  our  brethrei 

inquired  of,  they  are  the  meJ  the  churches,  and  the  glo- 

ry of  Cnrift.  * 

/  Pfal.  xliv.  13.  Thou  tnakeft  us  a  reproach  to  our  neighbours, 
a  fcorn  and  a  derilion  to  them  that  are  round  about  us. 

u  Col.  iii.  3.  Your  life  is  hid  with  Cur 

v  John  iii.  9,  10.   Nicoder  I  faid  urtto  him   | 

can  thefe  things  be  ?  J  ,  [,;mj  \rl  : 

a  mafter  of  Jfrael,  and  Itnowtft  not  thefe  thL 
Tkc  heart  knoweth  his  own  bittemefs;    and  a  (banger  doth 
intermeddle  with  fohn  iv.  16.  And  we  fcaVc  known  and 

o 
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I  live  in  earth,  which  is  not  odd  j 

But  lo,  1  alio  live  in  God  w  : 

A  Spirit-without  flefTi  and  blood, 

Yet  with  them  both  to  yield  me  food  #. 

I  leave  what  others  live  upon, 

Yet  live  I  not  on  bread  alone  ; 

But  food  adapted  to  my  mind, 

Bare  words,  yet  not  .on  empty  wind  jr. 

I'm  no  AnihropopagHe  rude," 

Though  fed  with  human  flefh  and  blood  ; 

But  live  Superlatively  fine,. 

My  food's  all  fpirit,  all  divine  z. 

I  feaft  on  fulnefs  night  and  day  a, 

Yet  pinchM  for  want  I  pine  away£, 


believed  the  love  that  God  hath  to  us.  God  is  love;  and  he  thaS 
dwelieth  in  love,dv».  ..lleth  in  God,  and  God  in  him. 

iv  Gal.  ii.  10.  I  am  crucified  with  Chrifl:  Neverthelefs  I  live, 
yet  not  I,  but  Chrift:  liveth  in  me  :  and  the  life  which  I  now  live 
in  the  flefii,  T  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me, 
and  gave  himfelf  forme. 

tf.John  iv.  24.  God  is  a  Spirit,  and  they  that  wor/hip  him, mult 
worihip  him  in  Spirit  and  in  truth.  And  vi.  53^  54,  $5.  Then 
Jefus  faid  unto  them,  [the  Jews],  Verily,  verily  I  fay  unto  you, 
Except  ye  eat  the  fl e ill  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye 
have  no  life  in  you.  Whofo  eateth  my  flefh,  and  drinketh  my 
blood  hzth  eternal  life,  and  I  will  raife  him  up  at  the  laft  day. 
For  my  flefh  is-meat  indeed,  and  my  blood  is  drink  indeed. 

y  Matth.  iv.  4*  But  Jefus  anfwere'd  and  faid  [unto  the  tempter,] 
It  is  written,  Man  ihafl  not  leave  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every-. 
word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God.  Jer  xv.  16.  Thy 
words  were  found,  and  I  did  eat  them;  and  thy  word  was  unto 
me  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  mine  heart,  for  I  am  called  by  thy 
name,  O  Lord  God  of  hofts. 

x  John  vi.  57,  58.  As  the  living  Father  hath  fent  me,  and  I  live 
by  the  Father:  fo  he  that  eateth  me,  even  he  (hall  live  by  me. 
This  is  that  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven:  not  as  your 
fathers  did  eat  manna,  and  are  dead:  he  that  eateth  of  this  bread 
{hall  live  for  ever.  v.  63.  It  is  the  Spirit  that  quickeneth,  the 
flefh  profketh  nothing:  the  words  that  I  fpeak  unto  you,  they  are 
fpirit  and  they  are  life. 

a  Ifa.  xxv.  6.  And  in  this  mountain  fhall  the  Lord  of  hofb  make 
unto  all  people  a  feaft  of  fat  things,  a  feaft  of  wines  on  the  iee9, 
of  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  of  wines  on  the  lee*  well  refined.. 


Se&.  X.  The  Believer's  Riddle.  ao; 

My  leannefs,  leannefs,  ah  !  I  cry  c  \ 

Yet  fat  and  full  of  fap  am  I  d. 

As  all  amphibious  creatures  do, 

I  live  in  land  and  water  too  e  : 

To  good  and  evil  equal  btntf, 

I'm  both  a  devil  g3  and  a  faint  h. 

While  fome  men  who  on  earth  are  gods  /> 

Are  with  the  God  of  heaven  at  odds£, 


£fal.  J.  2.  But  his  delight  is  id  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  in  his  hnv 
doth  he  meditate  day  and  night. 

b  Ifa.  xli.  17.  When  the  poor  and  needy  feek  water,  and  there 
is  none,  and  their  tongue  farleth  for  thirft,  I  the  Lord  v/ill  hear 
them,  I  the  God  of  Ifrael  will  not  forfake  them,  Pful.  xl.  17.  But 
I  am  poor  and  needy,  yet  the  Lord  thinketh  upon  me  :  thou  art 
my  help  and  my  deliverer,  make  no  tarrying,  O  my  God. 

c  Ifa.  xxiv.  16.  From  the  uttermoft  part  of  the  earth  have  we 
heard  fongs,  even  glory  to  the  righteous  :  but  I  faid,  My  leannefs, 
my  leannefs,  wo  unto  me:  the  treacherous  dealers  have  dealt 
treacheroufly;  yea,  the  treacherous  dealers  have  dealt  very  trea* 
cherouily. 

</Pfal.  xcii.  13,  14.  Thofe.  that  be  planted  in  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord,  (hall  flburifh  in  the  courts  of  oar  God.  They  ihall  ftill 
bring  forth  fruit  in  old  age:  they  (hall  be  fat  and  flouri tiling. 
And  civ.  16.  The  trees  of  the  Lord  are  full  of  lap:  the  cedars  of 
Lebanon  which  he  hath  planted. 

e  Pfai.  cxvi.  9.  I  will  walk  before  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the 
living.  And  lxix.  1,  2.  Save  mc,  O  God;  for  the  waters  are  come 
in  unto  my  foul.  I  fink  in  deep  :-pire,  where  there  is  no  (landing: 
I  am  come  into  deep  waters,  where  the  floods  overflow  me.  And 
lxxxviii.  17.  Thy  terrors  come  round  about  me  daily  like  water, 
they  compaiTed  mc  abo;:* 

/Rom.  vii.  21.  I  find  then  a  law,  that  when  I  would  do  good, 
evil  is  prcfent  with  me. 

g  John  vi.  70.  Jefus  anfwered  them,  Have  not  I  chofen  you 
twelve,  and  one  of  you  is  a  devil  ?  And  viii.  44.  Ye  are  of  your 
father  the  devil,  and  the  lufl.  of  your  Father  ye  will  do.  James 
iii.  15.  This  wifdom  defcendeth  not  from  above,  but  is  earthly, 
fenfual,  dtviliih. 

b  1  Cor.  vi.  11.  And  fuch  were  fome  of  you;  but  ye  are  warned, 
hut  ye  are  fancTiiiied,  but  ye  are  juftified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
the  Spirit  of  our  God. 

i  Pfal.  Ixxxii*  6.  I  have  faid,  Ye  are  gods:  and  all  of  vou  are 
children  of  the  Moll  High. 

k  Pfal.  Ixxxii.  1,  2.  God  ftandeth  in  the  congregation  of  the 
mighty:  he  judgcth  among  the  gods.  How  long  will  ye  judge  un- 
O    2 


266  Gosp. el    Sonnets.  Part III. 

My  heart,  where  hellifh  legions  are/, 
Is  with  the  hofts  of  hell  at  war  m. 
My  will  fulfils  what's  hard  to  tell. 
The  counfel  both  of  Heav*n  n  and  hell  o  : 
Heav'n,  without  fan,  wili'd  fin  to  hep  j 
Yet  will  to  fin,  is  fin  in  me  q. 


joftly,  and  accept  the  perfons  of  the  wicked?  6elah.  *o.  5.  They 
know  not,  neither  will  they  underftand  :  they  walk  on  in  dark- 
nefs:   ail  the  foundations  of  the  earth  are  out  of  courfe. 

/"Matth.  xv.  19.  For  out  of  the  heart  proceed  evil  thoughts, 
murders,  adulteries,  fornications,  thefts,  £a!fe-  wit  nefs,  blafphA-- 
mi-es.  Luke  viii.  30.  And  Jefus  afked  hirn,  faying,  What  is  thy 
name  ?  and  he  faid,  Legion  ;  becanfe  many  devils  were  entered 
into  hirn. 

m  E'ph.  vi.  12.  For  we  wreftle  not  againft  flefTi  and  blood,  but 
againft  principalities,  againft  powers,  againft  the  rulers  of  the 
darknefs-  of  this  world,  againft  fpiritual  wickednefs,  in  high  pla-* 
ces. 

n  Rev.  xvii.  17.  For  God  hath  put  in  their  hearts  to  fulfil  his 
will,  and  to  agree,  and  give  their  kingdom  unto  the  beaft,  until 
the  words  of  God  fhall  be  fulfilled. 

o  Eph.  ii.  3.  Among  whom  alfo  we  all  had  our  conversation  in 
times  paft,  in  the  lufts  of  our  fleih, -fulfilling  the  deftres  of  the  flefli,. 
and  of  the  mind;  and  were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath,  even: 
as  others. 

p  James  i.  13.  Let  no  man  fay  when  he  is  tempted,  I  am  tempt* 
cd  of  God:  for  God  cannot  be  tempted  with  evil,  neither  terript- 
eth  he  any  man.  Ae?ts  i.  15,  16.  And  in  fhofe  days  Peter  flood  up 
in  the  midft  of  the  difcipies,  and  faid,  Men  and  brethren,  this 
fcripture  muft  needs  have  been  fulfilled,  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  by 
the  mouth  of  David  fpake  before  concerning  Judas,  which  \va& 
guide  to  them  that  took  Jefus.  And  ii.  23.  Jefus  of  Nazareth, 
being  delivered  by  the  determinate  counfel  and  foreknowledge  of 
God,  ye  have  taken,  and  by  wicked  hands  have  crucified  and-flain*- 
And  iv.  27,  28.  For  of  a  truth,  againft  thy  holy  child  Jefus,  whom 
thou  haft  anointed,  both  Herod  and  Pontius  Pilate,  with  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  the  people  of  Ifrael  were  gathered  together,  for  to  do 
whatfoever  thy  hand  and  thy  counfel  determined  before  to  be 
done. 

q  Hof.  v.  II.  Ephraim  is  opprefTed,  and  broken  in  judgment, 
becaufe  he  willingly  walked  after  the  commandment.  1  Cor  viii 
II,  1 2.  Now  therefore  perform  the  doing  of  it;  that  as  there  was 
a  readinefs  to  will,  fo  theie  maybe  a  performance  alfo  out  of  that 
which  you  have.  For  if  there  be  firft  a  willing  mind,  it  is  accept 
ed  according  to  that  a^man  hath,  and  not  according  to  that  he 
hath  not. 


Sett.  XL  The  Believer's  Riddle.  20 7 

To  duty  feldom  I  adhere  ry 
Yet  to  the  end  I  perievere/. 
I  die  and  rot  beneath  the  ciod  sy 
Yet  live  and  reign  as  long  as  God  /. 

SECT.     XL 
The  myjlery  g/"Chbjst,  his  names,  natures,  and  offices. 


M' 


L/|Y  Lord,  appears;   awake,  my  foul, 
*-*    Admire  his  name,  the  Wonderful a% 

Jin  infinite  and  finite  mind  b% 
Eternity  and  time  conjoint  c. 
The  everlajling  Father  ftyl'd, 
Yet  lately  born,  the  virgin's  child  d. 


r  Pfal.  cxix.  176.  I  have  gone  aftray  like  a  loft  fheep,  feek  thy 
fervant :   for  I  do  not  forget  thy  commandments. 

/Heb.  x.  39.  But  we  are  not  of  them  who  draw  hack  unto  per- 
dition; but  of  them  that  believe,  to  the  faving  of  the  foul. 

s  Pfal.  xc.  3*  Thou  turneft  man  to  deftruction;  and  fayed,  Re- 
turn, ye  children  of  men. 

t  John  v.  24.  Verily  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  He  that  heareth  my 
word,  and  believeth  on  him  that  fent  me,  hath  everlafting  life, 
and  (hall  not  come  into  condemnation  ;  but  is  pa  fled  from  death 
unto  life.  Rev.  iii.  21.  To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  grant  to 
fit  with  me  in  my  throne,  even  as  I  alfo  overcame,  and  am  fet 
down  with  my  Father  in  his  throne.  And  xxii.  5.  And  there  lhalL 
Jje  no  night  there,  and  they  need  no  candle,  neither  light  of  the 
fun;  for  the  Lord  God  giveth  them  light :  and  they  fhall  reign  for 
ever  and  ever. 

a  Ifa.  ix.  6.  For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  fon  is  given, 
and  the  government  fhall  be  upon  his  fhouldfcr:  and  his  name 
fhall  be  called,  Wonderful. 

b  Pfal.  cxlvii.  5.  Great  is  our  Lord,  and  of  great  power:  his 
underftanding  is  infinite.  Luke  ii.  52.  And  Jefus  increafed  in 
wifdom  and  ftature,  and  in  favour  with  God  and  man. 

c  Gal.  iv.  4.  But  when  the  fulnefs  of  the  time  was  come,  God 
fent  forth  his  Son  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law. 

</Ifa.  ix.  6.  For  unto  us  a  child  is  born — :  and  his  name  fhall 
be  called  —The  everlafting  Father.  Matth.  i.  23.  Behold,  a  virgin 
fhali  be  with  child,  and  fhall  bring  forth  a  Son,  and  they  ill  all  call 
His  name  Emmanuel,  which  being  interpreted,  is,  God  with  us 

o  3 


*o8  Gospel  Sonnets.  Part  III. 

Nor  father  he,  nor  mother  had, 

Yet  full  with  both  relations  clad  e. 

His  titles  differ*  and  accord, 

As  David's  fon,  and  David's  LordjC 

Through  earth  and  hell  how  conqu'ring  rode 

The  dying  man,  the  rifing  Godg  ! 

My  nature  is  corruption  doom'd/6: 

Yet  when  my  nature  he  affum'd, 


cHeb.  vii.  3.  For  this  Melchifedec — without  father,  without 
mother,  without  defcent,  having  neither  beginning  of  days,  nor 
end  of  life;  but  made  like  unto  the  Son  of  God,  abideth  a  prieft 
continually.  Luke  ii.  48,  49.  And  when  they  fa*v  him,  they  were 
amazed:  i\vx\  his  mother  faid  ,unto  him,"  Son,  why  jiaft  thou  fo 
dealt  with  us?  behold,  thy  father  and  I  have  fought  thee  forrow-. 
ing.  And  he  faid  unto  th.em,  How  is  it  that  ye  fought  me  ?  wift 
ye  not  that  I  nTuft.be  about  my  Father's  bunnefs  ? 

f  Matth.  xxii.  41, — 45.  While  the  Pharifees  were  gathered  toge- 
ther, Jefus  afKedtheot,  faying,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift?  whole 
fon  is  he?  They  fay  unto  him,  The  fon  of  David.  He  faith  unto 
them,  How  then  doth  David  in  fpirit  call  him.  Lord,  faying,  The 
Lord  faid  unto  my  Lord,  Sit  thou  on  my  right  hand,  till  I  make 
thine  enemies  my  footlrol?  If  David  then  call  him  Lord,  how  is 
he  his  fon,  &c. 

g  Matth,  xxi.  5.  Tell  ye  the  daughters  of  Zion,  Behold,  thy  King 
cometh  unto  thee,  meek,  and  fitting  upon  an  afs,  and  a  colt  the 
foal  of  an  afs.  v.  8,9.  And  a  very  great  multitude  fpread  their 
garments  in  the  way  :  others  cut  down  branches  from  the  trees, 
and  ftrawed  them  in  the  way.  And  the  multitude  that  went  be- 
fore, and  that,  followed,  cried,  faying,  Hofanna  to  the  Son  of 
David:  blerled  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  Ho 
fauna  in  the  higheft.  v.  1%.  And  Jefus  went  into  the  temple  of 
God,  and. call:  out  all  them  that  fold  and  bought  in  the  temple, 
and  overthrew  the  tables  of  the  money-changers,  and  the  feats  of 
them  that  fold  doves.  Cot.ii.  15.  And  having  fpoiled  principalities 
and  powers,  he  made  a  lhew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over 
them  in  it  [his  crofs].  Rom.  iv.  25.  Jefus  our  Lord  was  delivered 
for  our  offences,  and  was  raifed  again  for  our  juftificaticn.  Eph. 
iv.  8.  Wherefore  he  [David]  faith,  When  he  afcended  up  on  high, 
he  leu  captrvjtV  captive,  and  gave  gifts  unto  men.  Rom.  i.  4. 
Jefus  Chrift:  our  Lord  was  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with 
power,  according  to  the  fpirit  ot  holinefs,  by  the  refurredkion  frqm 
the  dead. 

b  Eph.  iv.  13.  Put  oiT  concerning  the  former  converfation,  the 
old  man  which  is  corrupt,  according  to  the  deceitful  lufts. 


Se&.  XL  The  Believer's  Riddle.      .  209 

He  nor  on  him  (to  drink  the  brook) I 
My  perfon  nor  corruption  took  k. 
Yet  he  affum'd  my  fin  and  guilt/, 
For  which  the  noble  blood  was  fpilt. 
Great  was  the  guijt- overflowing  flood* 
The  creature's  and  Creator's  blood  m  ! 
Th  e  CI !  ie  f  o  f  c  hi  e  fs  a  m  a  zing  on  m  e  n , 
To  bear  the  glory  and  the  fhame  o  , 


i  Pfal.  ex.  7.  He  fhall  drink  of  the  brook  in  the  way  :  therefore 
fnall  he  lift  up  tiit  head. 

i  Rom.  viii.  3.  God  fen:  bis  own  Sen,  in  the  likenefs  of  finful 
flefh',  and  for  fin  condemned  fin  in  the  flefh.  John  i.  14.  And  the 
Word  was  made  flefh,  and  dwelt  among  us  (and  we  beheld  his 
glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father)  full  of  grace 
and  truth.  Luke  i.  $5.  And  the  angel  aniwered  and  faid  unto 
Mary,  The  Holy  Ghofl  fhall  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of 
the  Higheft  fhall  overfhadow  thee:  therefore  alfo  that  holy  thing 
which  fhall  be  born  of  thee,  fhail  be  called  the  Son  of  God  Heb. 
ii.  16.  For  verily,  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels  :  but 
he  took  on  him  the  feed  of  Abraham.  And  yii.  26,  27.  For  fuch 
an  High  Prieft  became  us,  who  is  holy,  harmlefs,  undtfiled,  fepa- 
rate  from  fmners,  and  made  higher  than  the  heavens;  who  needeth 
not  daily,  as  thole  high  priefts,  to  offer  up  facrifice,  fir  ft  for  his 
own  fins,  and  then  for  the  people's:  for  this  he  did  once,  when  he 
offered  up  himielf. 

/  Iia.  liii.  5,  6.  All  we  like  fheep  have  gone  aftray:  we  have  turn- 
ed every  one  to  his  own  way,  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the 
iniquity  of  us  all.  2  Cor.  v.  21.  God  hath  made  Chrift  to  be  fin 
for  us,  who  knew  no  fin;  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  God  in  him.  Matth.  xx.  28.  The  Son  of  man  came  to  give 
his  life  a  ranfom  for  many. 

m  Rom.  iii.  25.  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation, 
through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  re- 
million  of  fins  that  are  paft,  through  the  forbearance  of  God. 
Acts  xx.  28.  Feed  the  church  of  God,  which  he  hath  purchafed 
with  his  own  blood.  1  Pet.  i.  18,  19.  For  as  much  as  v-  know 
that  ye  were  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things,  a?  filver  and 
gold,  from  your  vain  conversation  received  by  tradition  from  vour 
fathers;  Init  with  the  preciou-  blood  o<"  Chrift;  a?  of  a  Lamb  ; 
out  blemifh  and  without  fpot.  1  John  iii.  \6.  Hereby  perceive 
we  the  love  of  God,  becaufe  he  laid  down  his  life  for  us. 

n  Rev.  i.  4,  5.  Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace  from — Jefus  Chrift, 
who  is  the  faithful 'wit  nefs,  and  the  firft  begotten  of  the  dead,  and 
the  prince  of  the  king?  of  the  earth. 

'  rch.vi.  12, 13.  Behold,  the  man  whole-name  is  the  BRANCH 

0  + 


a  to  Gospex  Sonnets.  Part  Ill- 

Anointed  Chief  with  oil  of  joy/, 
Crown'd  Chief  with  thorns  of  fharp  annoy -gr. 
Lo,  in  his  white  and  ruddy  face  . 
Rofes  and  lilies  drive  for  place  r ; 
The  morning-ftar,  the  riling  fun 
With  equal  fpeed  and  fplendour  runf. 
How  glorious  is  the  church's  head, 

,    The  Son  of  God,  the  woman's  feed  ft 
How  fearchlefs  is  his  noble  clan* 
The  firft,  the  laft,  the  fecond  man  u ! 


—he  ihall  build  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and  he  fhall  bear  the  glo- 
ry. Heb.  xii.  2.  Jefus,  for  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him,  endu- 
red the  crofs,  defpifing  the  ihame,  &c. 

p  Pfal.  xlv.  7.  Thou  loveftrighteoufnefs,  and  hateft  wickednefs  : 
therefore  God,  thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  glad- 
ness above  thy  fellows. 

q  Matt,  xxvii.  29.  And  when  they  had  platted  a  crown  of  thorns, 
they  put  it  upon  his  head,  and  a  reed  in  his  right  hand :  and  they 
bowed  the  knee  before  him,  and  mocked  him,  faying,  Hail  king 
of  the  Jews, 

r  Song  ii.  1.  I  am  the  rofe  of  Sharon,  and  the  lily  of  the  valleys* 
And  v.  10.  My  beloved  is  white  and  ruddy,  the  chief  eft  among 
ten  thq.11  fend, 

/Rev.  xxii.  16.  I  [Jefus]  am  the  root  and  the  offspring  of  David, 
and  the  bright  and  morning  ftar.  Mai.  iv.  %.  But  unto  you  that 
fear  my  name,  fhall  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  arife  with  healing  in 
his  wings;  and  ye  fhall  go  forth  and  grow  up  as  calves  of  the  ftall. 

s  Col.  i.  18.  And  Chrift  is  the  head  of  the  body,  the  church  : 
whp  is  the  beginning,  the  firft  born  from  the  dead;  that  in  all 
things  he  might  have  the  pre-eminence.  John  iii.  16.  God  lo  lov- 
ed the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever 
believeth  in  him,  fliould  not  periili,  but  have  everlafting  life. 
Gen.  iii.  15.  And  I  [the  Lord  God]  will  put  enmity  between  thee 
ar«4  the  woman,  and  between  thy  feed  and  her  feed;  it  fhall  bruife 
thy  he^d  and  thou  fhalt  bruife  his  heel. 

i  Ifa.  liii.  8.  He  was  taken  from  prifon  and  from  judgment  5 
and  who  fhall  declare  his  feneration  ?  Prov.  xxx.  4.  Who  hath 
afcended  up  inro  heaven,  or  descended?  who  hath  gathered  the 
Vind  in  his  fids?  who  hath  bound  the  waters  in  a  garment  ?  who 
bath  tftabli (bed  all  the  ends  of  the  earth?  what  is  his  name,  and 
what  is  his  Son's  name,  if  thou  canft  tell? 

11  Rev.  i.  11.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  firft  and  the  laft. 
I  Cor.  xv.  45.  The  laft  Adam  was  made  a  quickening  fpirit.  v.  47, 
The  fecond  man  is  the  Lord  from  heaven. 
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With  equal  brightness  in  his  face, 
Shines  divine  juftice,  divine  grace  v\ 
The  jarring  glories  kindly  meet, 
Stern  vengeance  and  compaffion  fweet  w. 
God  is  a  Spirit,  feems  it  odd 
To  fing  aloud  the  blood  of  God  x. 
Yea,  hence  my  peace  and  joy  refult, 
And  here  my  Lifting  hope  is  built^y. 
Love  through  his  blood  a  vent  has  fought, 
Yet  divine  love  was  never  bought  : 
Mercy  could  never  purchas'd  be, 
Yet  ev'ry  mercy  purchased  hez. 


v  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  For  God  who  commanded  the  light  to  fliine  out 
of  darknefs,  hath  ihined  in  cur  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  jefus  Chrift?  Rom. 
iii.  24,  25,  26.  Being  juftified  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  re- 
demption that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift:  whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a. 
propitiation,  through-  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteouf- 
nefs  for  the  remiffion  of  fins  that  are  paft,  through  the  forbearance 
of  God;  to  declare,  I  fay,  at  this  time  his  righteoufnefs:  that  he 
might  be  juft,  and  the  jultifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jefus. 
Eph.  i.  6,  7.  To  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace,  wherein  he 
hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  beloved :  in  whom  we  have  redemp- 
tion through  his  blood,  the  forgivenefs  of  fins  according  to  the 
riches  of  his  grace. 

no  Rom.  v.  20,  21.  But  where  fin  abounded,  grace  did  much 
more  abound:  that  as  fin  hath  reigned  unto  death,  even  fo  might 
grace  reign  through  righteoufnefs  unto  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chrift 
our  Lord.  Plal.  Ixxxv.  10.  Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together; 
righteoufnefs  and  peace  have  kifTed  each  other. 

as  John  iv.  24.  God  is  a  Spirit,  and  they  that  worfhip  him,  mull 
worihip  him  in  fpirit  and  in  truth.  Acts  xx.  28.  Feed  the  church 
of  God,  which  he  hath  purchased  with  his  own  blood. 

y  Rom.  v.  1.  Therefore  being  juftified  by  faith,  we  have  peace 
with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  v.  10.  For  if  when  we 
were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son: 
much  more  being  reconciled,  we  (hall  be  faved  by  his  life.  I  Pet. 
iii.  15.  Be  ready  always  to  give  an  anfwer  to  every  man  that  afketh 
you  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you,  with  meeknefs  and  fear. 
v.  18.  For  Chrift  hath  alfo  once  offered  for  fins,  the  juft  for  the 
unjuft,  (that  he  might  bring  us  to  God),  being  put  to  death  in  the 
flefh,  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit. 

2  Rom.  v.  9.  Much  more  than  being  now  juftified  by  his  blood, 
we  lhall  be  faved  from  wrath  through  him.     v,  21.  fa  ktin  w. 
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His  triple  ftation  brought  rny  peace, 

The  Altar,  Prieft,  and  Sacrifices  ; 

His  triple  office  ev'ry  thing, 

My  Pried,  my  Prophet  is,  and  King  b. 

This  King,  who  only  man  became, 

Is  both  the  Lion  and  the  Lamb  c : 

A  King  of  kings,  and  kingdoms  broad^j- 

A  fervant  both  to  man  and  God*?. 


!  John  iii,  16.  God  fo  loyed  the  world,  that  he  gave  hns  only  begot- 
ten Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him,  iliouLd  not  perifh,  but 
have  everlafting  life.  Rom.  ix.  15.  God  faith  to'Mofes,  I  will 
p«  mercy  on  whom  I  will  have  mercy,  and  I  will  have  compaf- 
lion  on  whom  I  will  have  companion.  ,  Eph.  i.  3.  BlefTed  be  the 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  hath  bleffed  us  with 
all  fpiritual  bleilings  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift. 

a  Heb.  xiii.  10.  We  have  an  altar  whereof  they  have  no  right 
to  eat,  which  ferve  the  tabernacle.  And  ii.  17.  Wherefore  in  all 
things  it  behoved  him  to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren;  that  he 
1  might  be  a  merciful  and  faithful  high  prieft,  in  things  pertaining 
1  to  God,  to  make  reconciliation  for  the  fins  of  the  people.  And  ix. 
26.  But  now  once  in  the  end  of  the  world,  hath  -Chrift  appeared  to 
put  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf. 

b  Acts  vii.  37.  This  is  that  Mofes  which  faid  unto  the  children 
of  Ifrael,  A  prophet  ill  all  the  Lord  your  God  raife  up  unto  you  of 
your  brethren,  like  unto  me;  him  lhall  ye  hear.  Tfa.  xxxiii.  22. 
The  Lord  is  our  judge,  the  Lord  is  our  lawgiver,  the  Lord  is  our 
King,  he  will  fave  us, 

c  1  Tim.  iii.  16.^  And  without  controverfy,  great  is  the  myftery 
of  godlinefs:  God  was  manifeft  in  the flefh,  &c.  Rev,  v.  5,  6.  And 
one  of  the  elders  faith  untc  me  [John].  Weep  not:  behold,  the 
Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  the.  root  of  David,  hath  prevailed  to 
open  the  book,  and  to  loofe  the  feven  feals  thereof.  And  I  be- 
held, and  lo,in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  and  of  the  four  beafts,  and 
in  the  midft  of  the  elders  ftood  a  Lamb  as  it  had  been  Akin,  hav- 
ing feven  'horns,  and  feven  eyes,  which  are  the  fevta  Spirits  of 
God  fent  forth  into  all  the  earth.  v.  13.  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that 
was  flain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  ftrength, 
and  honour,' and  glory,  and  b'efnng. 

d  Rev.  xi.x.  16.  And  he  [the  Word  of  God]  hath  on  his  vefture 
and  on  his  thigh  a  name  written,  KING  OF  KINGS,  AND  LORD 
OF  LORDS.  Ifa.  xxxviL  15,  16.  And  Hezekiah  prayed  unto  the 
Lord,  faying,  O  Lord  of  hofts,  God  of  Ifrael,  that  dwelled  be- 
tween the  cherubims,  thou  art  the  God,  even  thou  alone,  of  all, 
the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  thou  haft  made  heaven  and  earth." 
Rev,  xi.  15.  And  the  feventh  angei founded,  and  there  were  great 
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This  Prophet  kindhimfelf  has  fet 
To  be  my  book  and  alphabet, 
And  ev'ry  needful  letter  plain, 
Alpha>  Omega,  and  Amenf 

SECT.     XII. 

The  myjlery  of  the  Believer  s  fixed  ft  ate  further  enlarged / 
and  his  getting  forth  out  oj  evil* 

BEHOLD,  I  am  all  defiTd  with  fia  at 
Yet  lo,  all  glorious  am  within  £. 
In  Egypt  and  in  Goflien  dwell  c  \ 
Still  moveltfs,  and  in  motion  itill  d. 


rolces  in  heaven,  faying,  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  becoree 
the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Chrift,  and  he  fhail  reign  for 
ever  and  ever, 

e  Matth.  xv.  28.  The  Son  of  man  came  not  to  be  miniftered  ua 
to,  but  to  minifter,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ranfom  for  many.  Phik 
ii.  7.  Chrift  Jefus  made  himfelf  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon 
him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  was  made  in  the  likenefs  of  men. 
Ifa.  xlii.  1.  Behold  my  fervant  whom  I  uphold,  mine  eletft.  in  whom 
my  foul  delighteth.  And  liii.  11.  By  his  knowledge  fhall  my  righ- 
teous fervant  juftify  many. 

/Rev.  i.  8.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  end- 
ing, faith  the  Lord,  which  is,  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to 
come,  the  Almighty,  v.  II.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  lirft  and 
the  laft:  and,  What  thou  [John]  feeft,  write  in  a  book,  and  fend 
it  unto  the  feven  churches  which  are  in  Afia.  And  xxi.  6.  I  am 
Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  end:  I  will  give  unto 
him  that  is  athrift.  of  the  fountain  of  the  water  of  life  freely. 
And  xxii.  13.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  end, 
the  firft  and  the  laft.  And  iii.  14.  And  unto  the  angel  of  the 
church  of  the  Laodiceans,  write,  Thefe  things  faith  the  Amen, 
the  faithful  and  true  witnefs,  the  beginning  of  the  creation  of 
*  God,  &c. 

a  Ifa.  lxiv.  6.  But  we  are  all  as  an  unclean  thing,  and  all  our 
righteoufneiTes  are  as  filthy  rags. 

b  Pfalm  xlv.  13.  The  King's  daughter  is  all  glorious  within:  her 
clothing  is  of  wrought  gold. 

e  Pfalm  cxx.  5,6.  Wo  is  me  that  I  fojourn  in  Mefech,  that  I 
dwell  in  the  tents  of  Kedar.  My  foul  hath  long  dwelt  with  him 
that  harerii  peace.  And  xvi.  5,  6.  The  Lord  is  the  portion  of  mi*c 
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Unto  the^iame  that  mod  I  dread, 
I  flee  with  joyful  wings  and  fpeed  e. 
My  daily  hope  does  mo'ft  depend 
On  him  I  daily  mofl  offend/". 

All  things  againft  me  are  combin'd, 

Yet  working  for  my' good,  Iiind^.     -      * 

I'm  rich  in  midft  of  poverties  h, 

And  happy  in  my  miferies  i. 

Oft  my  Comforter  fends  me  grief, 

My  Helper  fends  me  no  relief  L 


inheritance,  and  of  my  cup  :  thou  maintained  my  lot.  The  lines 
are  fallen  unto  me  in  pleafant  places :  yea,  I  have  a  goodiv  heritage, 

a'  i  Cor.  xv.  58.  Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  fted- 
faft,  unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  for 
afmuch  as  you  know  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 

e  Pfalm  cxhii.  2.  O  Lord  enter  not  into  judgement  with  thy  fcr- 
vant:  for  in  thy  fight  {hall  no  man  living  be juftified.  i>.  9.  Deli- 
ver me,  O  Lord,  from  mine  enemies:   I  flee  unto  thee  to  hide  me. 

yPfahn  xxv.  11.  For  thy  name's  fake,  O  Lord,  pardon  mine  in- 
iquity ;  for  it  is  great.  Jer.  xiv.  7.  O  Lord,  though  our  iniqui-. 
ties  teftify  againft  us,  do  thou  it  for  thy  name's  fake  :  for  our 
backflidings  are  many;  we  have  finned  againft  thee. 

g  Gen.  xlii.  36.  And  Jacob  their  father  faid  unto  them,  Me  have 
ye  bereaved  of  my  children:  Jofeph  is  not,  and  Simeon  is  not,  and 
ye  will  take  Benjamin  away :  all  thefe  things  are  againft  me.  Rom. 
viii.  28.  And  we  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good,  to 
them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  according  to  his 
purpofe. 

h  Rev,  ii.  8.  9.  And  unto  the  angel  of  the  church  in  Smyrna! 
write,  Thefe  thing  faith  the  firft  and  the  laft,  which  was  dead, 
and  is  alive;  I  know  thy  works,  and  tribulation,  and  poverty, 
(but  thou  art  rich.) 

i  Rom.  v,  3,  4,  5.  And  not  only  fo,  but  we  glory  in  tribulations 
alfo,  knowing  that  tribulation  worketh  patience;  and  patience,  ex- 
perience ;  and  experience,  hope;  and  hope  maketh  not  afliamed, 
.becaufe  the  love  of  God  is  fhed  abroad  in  our  hearts,  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft  which  is  given  unto  us.  %  Cor.  xii.  10.  Therefore  I  [Paul": 
take^pleafure  in  infirmities,  in  reproaches,  in  nece|Tities,in  perfecu« 
lions,  in  diftreftes  for  Chnft*s  fake:  for  when  1  am  weak,  then, 
am  I  ftrong. 

k  Lam.  i.  16  For  thefe  things  I  weep,  mine  eye,  mine  eye  run* 
neth  down  with  water,  becaufe  the  comforter,  that  fhould  relieve 
my  foul,  is  far  from  me.  Ifa.  xlv.  15.  Verily  thou  art  a  Qod  thaf,. 
hideft  thyfelf,  O  Qod  of  Ifrael  the  Saviour/ 
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Yet  herein  my  advantage  lies, 
That  help  and  comfort  he  denies/. 

As  feamfters  into  pieces  cut 

The  cloth  they  into  form  would  put, 

He  cuts  me  down  to  make  me  up, 

And  empties  me  to  fill  my  cup/7*.     , 

I  never  can  myfelf  enjoy, 

Till  he  my  woful  felf  deftroy  ; 

And  moft  of  all  myfelf  I  am,  ^ 

When  moft  I  do  myfelf  difclaim  ?u 

I  glory  in  infirmities  0, 

"i  et  daily  am  fliam'd  of  thefep  : 


/  Ifa.  xxx.  18.  And  therefore  will  the  Lord  wait,  that  he  m^r 
be  gracious  unto  you,  and  therefore  will  he  be  exalted,  that  he  may 
have  a  rrcv  upon  you;  lor  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  judgement;  blei- 
fed  are  all  tl  r  him. 

m  Hof.  v.  15.  I  will  go  and  return  unto  my  place,  till  they  ac- 
kncwled^  their  offence,  and  leek  my  face:  in  their  aiTliction  they 
will  feek  me  early.  And  vi.  1,  2.  Come  and  let  us  return  unto  the 
Lord  :  for  he  hath  torn,  and  he  will  heal  us;  he  hath  fmitten,  and 
he  will  hind  us  up.  After  two  days  will  he  revive  us,  in  the  third 
flay  he  will  raife  u>  up,  and  we  (bait  live  in  his  fight.  Pfalm  cvii.  9. 
God  e  longing  foul,  and  hlleth  the  hungry  foul  with 

goo<  1  ■'.-■'  .  Luke  i.  53  And  Mary  faid, —  He  hath  filled  the  hungry 
with  good  things,  and  the  rich  he  hath  fent  empty  away. 

n  Luke  :*.  2 3,  14.  And  Jefus  faid  to  them  all,  If  any  man  will 
come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himfelf,  and  take  up  his  crofs  daily 
and  follow  me.  Eor  whofotrver  will  lave  his  life,  ihall  lofe  it:  but 
whofoever  will  lofe  his  life  for  my  fake,  the  fame  ihall  fave 
it.  Re...:,  viii.  13.  If  ye  live'aftei  the  flefli,  ye  fliall  die;  but  if  ye 
through  the  fpirit  do  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  ye  fhall  live. 
0-  Cor.  Xii.  10.       Set  letter  i. 

0  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  Moft  gladly  therefore  will  I  rather  glory  in  my 
infirmities,  1 1  at  the  power  of  Chrift  may  reft  upon  me. 

p  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  15.  16.  If  I  fay,  I  will  fpeak  thus ;  behold,  I 
fliould  offeiid  againfl  the  generation  of  thy  children.  When  I 
thou  ht  to  know  this,  it  was  too  painful  for  me.  And  lxxvii.  o, 
9,  10.  la  his  mercy  clean  gone  f&r  ever?  doth  his  promife  fail  for 
hath  God  forge  tten  to  be  gracious;  hath  he  in  anger 
fiiut  up  his  tender* mercies  ?  Selah.  And  I  faid,  This  is  my  infir- 
mity; but  I  will  remejnber  the  years  of  the  rieht  hand  of  the  Moft 
High. 
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Yea,  nil  my  pride  gives  up  the  ghoft, 
When  once  I  but  begin  to  boail  q. 
My  chemiftry  is  mod  exact,  : 
Heav'n  out  of  hell  I  do  extract  r  i 
This  art  to  me  a  tribute  brings 
Of  ufeful  out  of -hurtful  thingsy. 

I  learn  to  draw  well  out  of  woe, 
And  thus  to  difappoint  the  foe  s  ; 
The  thorr*  that  in  my  flefh  abide, 
Do  prick  the  tympany  of  pride  /» 

By  wounding  foils  the  field  I  win* 
And  fin  itfelf  deftroys  my  fin  u : 

g  Ifa.  xW.  24,  25.  Surely,  fliall  one  far,  in  the  Lord  have  I 
righteoufnefs  and  ftrength  :  even  to  him  fliall  men  come,  and  all 
that  are  incenfed  againft  him,  fliall  be  afhamed.  In  the  Lord  fliall 
all  the  feed  of  Ifrael  be  juftified,  and  fliall  glory.  Pfalm  xliv.  6.  I 
will  not  truft  in  my  bow,  neither  fliall  my  (word  fave  me.  v.  8.  In 
God  we  boafl:  all  the  day  long:  and  praife  tb.y  name  for  ever.  Selah. 

r  Jonah  ii.  X,  2.  Then  Jonah  prayed  unto  the  Lord  his  God 
out  of  theftfh's  belly,  and  laid,  I  cried  by  reafon  of  mine  affliction 
unto  the  Lord,  and  he  heard  me;  out  of  the  belly  of  hell  cried  I, 
and  thou  heardft  my  voice,  v,  3.  Then  I  faid,  I  am  cart  out  of 
thy  fight;  yet  1  will  look  again  toward  thy  holy  temple.  Matth. 
xv.  26,  27,  28.  But  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid  [unto  the  woman  of 
Canaan],  It  is  not  meet  to  take  the  childrens  bread,  and  to  caft  it 
to  dogs.  And  flie  faid,  Truth,  Lord;  yet  the  dogs  eat  of  the 
crumbs  which  fall  from  their  matter's  table.  Then  Jefus  anfwered 
and  faid  unto  her,  O  woman,  great  is  thy  faith:  be  it  unto  thee 
even  as  thou  wilt.  And  her  daughter  was  made  whole  from  that 
very  hour.  Pfalm  xlii.  6V  7,  8.  O  my  God,  my  foul  is  caft  down 
within  me:  therefore  will  I  remember  thee  from  the  land  of  Jor- 
dan, and  of  the  Hermonites,  from  the  hill  Mizar.  Deep  calieth 
unto  deep,  at  the  noife  of  the  water  fpouts:  all  thy  waves  and  thy 
billows  are  gone  over  me.  Yet  the  Lord  will  command  his  lov- 
ing-kindnefs  in  the  day-time,  and  in  the  night  his  fong  fliall  be 
with  me/and  my  prayer  unto  the  God  of  my  life. 

/Rom.  v.  3,  4,  5.      See  letter  i. 

s  Mic.  vii.  8.  Rejoice  not  againft  me,  O  mine  enemy:  when  L 
fall,  I  fliall  arife;  when  I  fit  in  darknefs,  the  Lord  fliall  be  a  light 
unto  me. 

t  %  Cor.  xii.  7,  And  left  I  fliould  be  exalted  above  meafure,  thro* 
the  abundance  of  the  revelations,  there  was  given  to  me  a  thorn 
in  the  flefh,  the  meffenger  of  Satan  to  buffet  me,  left  I  fliould  be 
exalted  above  meafure. 

s  Rom.  viii.  34,  37.     Who  fliall  feparate  ui  from  the  love  of 
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My  lulls  break  one  another's  pate, 

And  each  corruption  kills  its  mate  v. 

Ifmell  the  baitt  I  feel  the  harm 

Of  corrupt  ways,  and  take  th'  alarm. 

I  tafe  the  bitternefs  of  fin, 

And  then  to  reliih  grace  begin  w. 

(Jhrift?  fhall  tribulation,  or  diftrefs,  or  perfection,  or  famine,  or 
nakednefs,  or  peril,  or  fword?  Nay,  in  all  thefe  things,  we  are 
more  than  conquerors,  through  him  that  loved  us.  Pfalm  lxv.  3. 
Iniquities  prevail  again  ft  me;  as  for  our  tranfgrelfions,  thou  {halt 
purge  them  away.  2  Chron.  xxxii.  24,  :j,  26.  In  tnofe  days  He- 
zck.iah  was  fick  to  death,  and  prayed' unto  the  Lord:  and  he 
fpake  unto  him,  and  he  gave  him  a  fign.  But  Hezekiah  rendered 
rata,  according  to  the  benefit  done  unto  him  :  fci  his  heart 
was  lifted  up:  therefore  there  was  wrath  upon  him,  and  upon  Ja- 
dah  and  Jei  ufalem.  Notwithstanding,  Hezekiah  humbled  himlelf 
for  the  pride  of  his  heart,  (both  he  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufa- 
lem),  fo  that  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  came  not  upon  them  in  the 
days  of  Hezekiah. 

%>  Rom  vii.  7,  8,  9.  What  flia.ll  we  fay  then  ?  Is  the  law  fin  ? 
Grd  forbid.  Nay,  I  had  not  known  (in,  but  by  the  law:  for  I 
had  not  known  luft,  except  the  law  had  faid,  Thou  {halt  not  covet. 
But  fin  faking  occaiion  by  the  commandment,  wrought  in  me  all 
manner  of  concupifcenee.  For  without  the  law  iin  was  dead.  For 
I  wa-  alive  without  the  law  once;  but  when  the  commandment 
came,  fin  revived,  and  I  died.  v.  11.  For  fin  taking  occafion  by 
the  commandment,  deceived  me,  and  by  it  Jlew  me.  v.  13.  Was 
then  that  which  is  good  made  death  unto  me  ?.  God"  forbid.  But  fui 
that  it  might  appear  fin,  working  death  in  me  by  that  which  is 
good;  that  iin  by  the  commandment  might  become  exceeding  finfuJ. 

fin  killed felf.  John  ix.  39,  40,  41, 
And  Jefus  faid,  For  judgment  I  am  come  into  this  world:  that  they 
which  [>:t  not,  might  fee;  and  that  they  which  fee,  might  be  made 
blind.  And  fome  of  the  Pharifees  which  were  with  him,  heard  thefe 
words  and  faid  unto  him,  Are  we  blind  alfo  }.  Jefus  fai^  unto 
them.  If  ye  were  blind,  ye  fliouid  have  no  fin  :  but  now  ye  fay,  We 
fee;  therefore  your  fin  remaineth.  Pfalm  lix.  11.  Slav  them  net, 
left  my  people  forget :  fcatter  them  by  thy  power;  and  brincr  them 
down,  O  L<  rd,  our  fhield.  Matth.  xxvi.  ^3,  34-  Peter  anfwered 
and  faid  unto  him,  Though  all  men  fhall  be  offended  becaufe  of 
thee,  yet  will  I  never  b ;  offended.  Jefus  faid  unto  him,  Verily  I 
nto  thee,  that  this  night,  before  the  cock  crow,  thou  ilialt  de- 
ny me  thrice,  y.  75.  And  Peter  remembered  the  words  of  Jefus, 
which  he  faid  unto  him,  Before  the  cock  crow,  thou  ilialt  deny 
me  thrice.     And  he  went  out,  and  wept  bitterly. 

tv  Rom.  vi.  ai.  What  fruit  had  ye  then  in  thofe  things,  whereof 
ye  are  now  afhamed  ?  for  the  end  of  thofe  things  i)  death.    Pfalm 


2i3  Gospel    Sonnets.  Part  III. 

I  hear  the  fools  profanely  talk, 
Thence  wifdom  learn  in  word  and  walk  x  : 
I  fee  them  throng  the  paflage  broad, 
And  learn  to  take  the  narrow  road  y. 

S  E  C  T.    XIIL 

IThe  myftery  of  the  Saints  adverfaries  and  adver/ilief* 


JLJL 


LUMP  of  woe  affiaion  is, 
Yet  thence. I  borrow  lumps  of  blifstf : 


xix.  II.  Moreover  by  them  (the  judgments  of  the  Lord)  is  thyfer* 
vant  warned :  and  in  keeping  of  them  there  is  great  reward.  And 
lxxiii.  17,  1 8,  19.  Until  I  went  into  the  fancluaryof  God:  then  un<* 
derftood  I  their  end.  Surely  thou  didftfet  them  in  flippery  places; 
thou  caftedft  them  down  into  deftru&ion.  How  are  they  brought 
into  defolation  as  in  a  moment!  they  are  utterly  confumed  with 
terrors.  Jer.  ii.  19.  Thine  own  wickednefs  fhall  correct  thee,  and 
thy  backili dings  fhall  reprove  thee:  know  therefore  and  fee,  that  it 
is  an  evil  thing  and  bitter,  that  thou  haft  forfaken  the  Lord  thy 
God,  and  that  my  fear  is  not  in  thee,  faith  the  Lord  God  of  hofts. 
k  Job  xxi.  13,  14,  15.  They  fpend  their  days  in  wealth,  and 
in  a  moment  go  down  to  the  grave.  Therefore  they  fay  unto  God, 
Depart  from  us:  for  we  deftre  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways* 
What  is  the  Almighty,  that  we  fhould  ferve  him?  and  what  profit 
fhould  we  have  if  we  pray  unto  him?  Eph.iv.  20,  21,  %%,  But  ye 
have  not  fo  learned  Chrift ;  if  fo  be  that  ye  have  heard  him,  and 
have  been  taught  by  him,  as  the  truth  is  in  Jefus:  that  ye  put  off 
concerning  the  former  converfaticn,  the  old  man,  which  is  corrupt 
according  to  the  deceitful  lufts.  And  v.  6,  7,  8.  Let  no  man  de- 
ceive you  with  vain  words :  for  becaufe  of  thefe  things  cometh  the 
wrath  of  God  upon  the  children  of  difobedience.  Be  not  ye  there- 
fore partakers  with  them.  For  ye  were  fometimes  darknefs,  but 
now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord  :  walk  as  children  of  light,  v.  n„* 
And  have  no  fellowfhip  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darknefs,  but 
rather  reprove  them.  % 

y  Matth.  vii.  13,  14.  Enter  ye  in  at  the  ftrait  gate;  for  wide  h 
the  gate,  and  broad  is  the  way  that  leadeth  to  deftrn&ion,  and 
many  there  be  which  go  in  thereat ;  becaufe  ftrait  is  the  gate,  and 
narrow  is  the  way  which  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be  that 
findit.    . 

a  Heb.  xii.  II.  Now  no  chaftening  for  the  prefent  feemeth  to 
he  joyous,  but  grievous:  nevertheless,  afterward  it  yieldeth  the, 
peaceable  fruit  of  righteoufnefs,  unto  them  which  are  exercifed 
thereby,     James  i.  I  a.  Bleiied  is  the  man  that  endureth  temptatk 
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Though  few  can  fee  a  bl effing  in't, 
It  is  my  furnace  and  my  mint  b. 

Its  fharpnefs  does  my  lulls  difpatch^; 

Its  fuddennefs  alarms  my  watch  d> 

Its  bitternefs  refines  my  tafie, 

And  weans  me  from  the  creature's  bread  e. 

Its  weightinefs  doth  try  my  back, 

That  faith  and  patience  be  not  flack/: 

It  is  a  fanning  wind,  whereby 

I  am  unchaiT'd  of  vanity  g. 

A  furnace  to  refine  my  grace  h> 

A  wing  to  lift  my  foul  apace  i  j 

Hence  ft  ill  the  more  I  fob  diftreft, 

The  more  I  fing  my  endlefs  reft  k. 

on:  for  when  he  is  tried  he  lhall  receive  the  crown  of  life,  which 
the  Lord  hath  promifed  to  them  that  love  him. 

i  lia.  xxxi.  9.  And  he  [the  Affyrian]  fhall  pafs  over  to  his 
ftrong  hold  for  fear,  and  his  princes  (hall  be  afraid  of  the  enfijn, 
faith  the  Lord,  whofe  fire  is  in  Zion,  and  his  furnace  in  Jerufalem. 

c  Pfalm  xlv.  5.  Thine  arrow?  arx  iharp  in  the  heart  of  the  King's 
enemies;   whereby  the  people  fall  under  thee.        * 

d  Mark  xiii.  35,  56,  57.  Watch  ye  therefore,  (for  ye  know  not 
when  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  cometh:  at  even,  or  at  midnight,  or 
at  the  ccck-crowing,  or  in  the  morning),  left  coming  fuddenly,  he 
find  you  lleeping.  And  what  I  fay  unto  you,  I  fay  unto  all,  Watch. 

e  Jer.  ii.  19.     S  /.     And  iv    i3.    Thy  wav  and 

thy  doings  have  procured  thefe  things  unto  thee,  this  is  thy  wick- 
ednefs,  becaufe  it  is  bitter,  becauie  it  reacheth  unto  rhine  heart. 

/Janus  i    2,  3,4.  My  brethren,  cou.v  ye  fall  in- 

to divers  temptations:  this,  that  the  trying  of  your  faith 

worketh  patience.  But  iet  patience  have  her  perfect  work,  that 
ye  may  be  perfect  and  entire,  wanting  aothii 

g  Ifa.  xxvii.  8,  9.  In  meafure  when  :t  fhooteth  forth,  thou  wilt 
debate  with  it;  he  ft.iyeth  his  rough  wind  in  the  Jay  of  his  eaft 
wind.  By  this  therefore  fhaU  the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  purged, 
and  this  is  all  the  fruit  to  take  away  his  fin. 

b Mai.  iii.  mefienger  of  tl  e  covenant]  (hall  (it  as 

a  refiner  and  purifier  ofiilver:  and  he  ilia'.!  Pons  of  Le- 

vi, and  purge  them  as  gold  and  nlver,  that  they  may  offer  unto 
the  Lord  an  offering  in  rightcouJ 

1*  Pfalm  cxliii,  9.     D.  O  Lord,  from  mine  enemies  :  I 

lee  unto  thee  to  hide  me. 

*  1  Cor.  iv.  16,  17.  For  which  caufe  we  faint  not,  but  though 
JUT  outward  man  perifh,yet  the  inward  man  is  renewed  d 

r  . 
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Mine  enemies  that  feek  my  hurt, 
Of  all  their  bad  defigns  come  (hort  /; 
They  ferve  me  duly  to  my  mind, 
With  favours  which  they  near  defignM 
The  fury  of  my  foes  makes  me 
Fa  ft  to  my  peaceful  refuge  flee  ;/ : 
And  ev*ry  persecuting  elf 
Does  make  me  underftand  myfelf  o. 
Their  flanders  cannot  work  my  (hame  p$ 
Their  vile  reproaches  raife  my  name  q\ 


For  our  light  anTietion,  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  workcth  foi 
us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 

/  PfaFm  xxxiii.  10.  The  Lord  bringeth  the  counfelof  the  Heathen' 
to  nought :   he  maketh  the  devices  of  the  people  of  none  efTed. 

m  Gen.  1.  20.  And  Jofeph  laid  unto  his  brethren, — As  for  you, 
ye  thought  evil  again  ft  me:  but  God  meant  it  unto  good,  to  bring 
to  pais,  as  it  is  this  day,  to  fave  much  people  alive. 

n  pfaini  lv.  23..  But  thou,  O  God,  fhalt  bring  them  down  into' 
the  pit  of  dtftru ction  r  bloody  and  deceitful  men  (hall  not  live  out 
half  their  days;  l>ut  I  will  truft  in  thee. 

o  ATyfin,  Ifa.  xlii.  24.  Who  gave  Jacolr  for  a  fpoil,  and  Ifrael" 
to  the  robbers?  did  not  the  Lord,  he  againft:  whom  tVe  have  fin-  1 
ned?  for  they  would  not  walk  in  his  ways,  neither  were  they  obe- 
dient unto  his  law.  My  duty,  2  Sam.  xvi.  11,  12.  And  David  faid 
to  Abilh-a-i,  and' to  all  his  fervants,  Behold,  my  fon  which  came 
forth  of  my  bowels,  feeketh  my  life;  how  much  more  now  may 
this  Benjami'te  do  it?  let  him  alone,  and  let  him  curie :  for  the  Lord 
hath  bidden  him.  If  may  be  that  the  Lord  will  look  on  mine  afflic- 
tion, and  that  the  Lord  will  requite  me  good  for  his  eurhng  this- 
day.  Mic.  vii.  8,9.  Rejoice  not  againtl  me,  Omine  enemy:  when 
I  fall,  I  [frail  arife:  when  I  fit  in  darknefs,  the  Lord  fhall  be  a  light 
unto  me.  I  will  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  becaufe  I  have 
tinned  againft  him,  until  he  plead  my  caufe,  and  execute  judgment 
for  me:  he  will  bring  me  forth  to  the  light,  and  I  fhall  behold  his- 
righteoufnefs.  Myfafsty,  Pfalrn  ix.  9, 10.  The  Lord  alfo  will  be  a- 
refuge  for  the  oppreiTed,  a  refuge  in  times  of  trouble.  And  they 
that  know  thy  name,  will  put  their  truft  in  thee.  <v.  16.  The 
Lord  is  known  by  the  judgment  which  he  executeth:  the  wicked: 
is  fnared  in  the  work  of  his  own  hands.     Higgaion,  Selah. 

p  PfaL  xxxi.  13,  14.  For  I  have  heard  the  (lander  of  many,  fear 
vas  on  every  fide,  while  they  took  counfel  together  againft  me 
they  devifed  to  take  away  my  life.  But  I  triifted  in  thee, G  Lord* 
I  faid,  Thou  art  my  God. 

q  I  Pet.  iv.  14.  If  ye  be  reproached  for  the  name  of  Chrifc, 
happy  are  ye;  for  the  Spirit  of  glory  and  of  God  refteth  upon 
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In  peace  with  Heav'n  my  foul  can  dwell, 
E?  n  when  they  damn  me  clown  to  hell  r. 

Their  fufy  can't  the  treaty  harmy'i 
Their  paflion  does  my  pity  warm  s: 
Their  madnefs  only  calms  my  blood  /; 
By  doing  hurt  they  do  me  good  iu 
They  are  my  fordid  ilaves  I  wot ; 
My  drudges,  though  they  know  it  not  v  : 

you:  on  their  part  he  is  evil  fpoken  of,  but  on  your  part  he  is 
glorified. 

r  Numb,  xxiii.  7.8.  And  Balaam  took  up  his  parable,  and 
faid,  Balalc  the  king  of  Moab  hath  brought  me  from  Aram,  out  of 
the  mountains  of  the  cafe,  faying,  Come,  curfe  me  Jacob,  and 
come  defy  Ifrael.  How  fhall  I  curfe,  whom  God  hath  not  curfed  ? 
or  how  ill  a  1 1  I  defy,  whom  the  Lord  hath  not  deiied?  v.  23.  Surely 
there  is  no  inehantment  agaiufr  Jacob,  neither  is  there  any  divina- 
tion againft  Ifrael:  according  to  this  time  it  {hall  be  laid  of  Jacob, 
and  of  Ifrael,  What  hath  God  wrought? 

/Prov.  xxvi.  2.  As  the  bird  by  wandering,  as  the  f wallow  b^ 
flying,  fo  the  curfe  caufelefs  ilia  11  not  come. 

s  1  Pet.  iii.  8,  9.  Finally,  be  ye  all  of  one  mind,  having  com- 
panion one  of  another,  love  as  brethren,  be  pitiful,  be  courteous; 
not  rendering  evil  for  evil,  or  railling  for  railling;  but  contrari- 
wife,  blemng;  knowing  that  ye  are  thereunto  called,  that  ye  iboulU 
inherit  a  blciTing. 

t  Pfalm  Ixix.  12,  13.  They  that  fit  in  the  gate.fpeak  againft  me: 
and  I  was  the  fong  ef  the  drunkards.  But  as  for  me,  mv  prayer 
is  unto  thee,  O  Lerd,  in  an  acceptable  time:  O  &')d,  in  the  mul- 
titude of  thy  mercy  hear  me,  in  the  truth  of  thy  faivation. 

u  Gen.  1.  2C.  S  [orccited.    Efther  ix.  20,— %$\   And  Mo r- 

drcai  wrote  thefe  things,  and  fent  letters  unto  all  th.e  Jew.  that  vere 
in  all  the  provinces  of  the  king  Ahafuerus,  both  digh  ami  far,  tp 
ftablnli  this  among  them, that  they  ihould  ke<  teenf  belay 

of  the  month  Adar,  ana  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  fame  yearly  :  as 
the  d^ys  wherein  the  Jews  reded  from  their  eneaiies,  auxi  the  month 
which  was  turned  unto  them  ii  oiu  forn  w  3  joy,  and  i  r<  m  mourn- 
ing into  a  good  day  :  tha^they  fliould  make  them  "ting 
and  joy,  and  of  fending  portions  one  to  another,  and'  gifts  to  the 
poor.  And  the  Jews  undertook  to  do  as  :',:  un,  and  as 
faordecai  had  written  unto  them.   Becaufe  H 

medarha  the  Agagite,  the  enemy  of  all  the  Jews,  iad  devifed  a- 
gainft  the  Jews  to  deitroy  them,  and  had  call  Pur, ;  t  lat  is, the  lot) 
to  confume  them, and  to  deftroy  tnem  :  but  when  Efther  came  be- 
fore the  king,  he  commanded  by  lette  vice 
which  he  devifed  againft  the  Jews,  flio;  Id  return  upon  his  own 
bead,  ?.nd  that  he  and  his  fons  fhould  be  hanged  on  the  gallows, 

v  Jer.xxv.  8,9.     Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  Be- 
P    2 
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They  a&  to  me  a  kindly  part, 
With  little  kindnefs  in  their  heart  w. 
They  fweep  my  outer-houfe  when  foul, 
Yea,  warn  my  inner  filth  of  foul  x : 


eaufe  ye  have  not  heard  my  words,  behold  I  wili  fend  and  take 
all  the  families  of  the  north,  faith  the  Lord,  and  Nebuchadrezzar 
the  king  of  Babylon,  my  fervant,  and  will  bring  them  againfl  this 
land,  and  againfl:  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  again  ft  all  thefe  na- 
tions round  about,  and  will  ntterly  deftroy  them,  and  make  them 
an  an-onifhment,  and  an  hilling,  and  perpetual  defolations.  v.  I2» 
.And  it  (ball  come  to  pafs,  when  feventy  years  are  accompliflied, 
that  I  will  punifh  the  king  of  Babylon  and  that  nation,  faith  the 
Lord,  for  their  iniquity,  and  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans,  and  will 
make  it  perpetual  defolations.  Ifa.  x.  5,  6.  O  Affyrian,  the  rod  of 
mine  anger,  and  the  ftaffin  their  hand  is  mine  indignation.  I  will 
fend  him  againfl  an  hypocritical  nation;  and  againfl  the  people  of 
my  wrath  will  1  give  him  a  charge  to  take  the  fpoil,  and  to  take 
the  prey,  and  to  tread  them  down  like  the  mire  of  the  flreets1. 
vi  12.  Wherefore  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  that  when  the  Lord  hath 
performed  his  whole  work  upon  mount  Zion,  and  on  Jerufalem, 
I  will  punifh  the  fruit  of  the  flout  heart  of  the  king  of  Aflyria,  and 
the  glory  of  his  high  looks.  And  xliv.  24,  28.  Thus  faith  the  Lord- 
thy  Redeemer,  and  he  that  formed  thee  from  the  womb,  1  am  the 
Lord— that  faith  of  Cyrus,  He  is  my  fhepherd,  and  fhall  perform 
all  my  pleafure,  even  faying  to  Jerufalem,  Thou  fhalt  be  built;. 
and  to  the  temple,  Thy  foundations  fhall  be  laid.  And  xlv.  1. 
Thus  faith  the  Lord  to  his  anointed,  to  Gyrus,  whofe  right  hand 
I  have  holden,  to  fubdue  nations  before  him:  and  I  will  loofe  the 
lions  of  kings  to  open  before  him  the  two-leaved  gates,  and  the 
gates  fhall  not  be  fhut.  v.  4.  For  Jacob  my  fervant'*  fake,  and 
Ifrael  mine  e!ee?t,  I  have  even  called  thee  by  thy  name:  I  have  fir- 
named  thee,  though  thou  haft  not  known  me. 

iv  Matth.  v.  10,  II,  12.  Bleffed  are  they  which  are  perfecutecf 
for  righteoufnefs  fake:  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Blef- 
fed are  ye  when  men  fhall, revile  you,  and  perfecufe  you,  and  fhall 
fay  all  manner  of.  evil  againfl  you  ralfely  for  my  fake.  Rejoice, 
and  be  exceeding  gladf  for  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven:  for  fa 
perfecuted  they  the  prophets  which  were  before  you.  Luke  vi. 
22,  23.  Bleffed  are  ye  when  men  fhall  hate  you,  and  when  they 
iliall  feparate  you  from  their  company,  and  fhall  reproach  you, 
and  caft  out  your,  name  as  evil,  for  the  Son  of  man's  fake.  Rejoice 
ye  in  that  day,  and  leap  for  joy:  for  behold,  your  reward  is  great 
in  heaven:  for  in  the  like  manner  did  their  fathers  unto  the  pro- 
phets. 

x  Ifa.  iv.  3,  4,  5.  And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs,  that  he  that  is  left 
in  Zion,  and  he  that  renjaineth  in  jerufalem,  fhali  be  called  holy, 
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They  help  to  purge  away  my  blot, 
For  Moab  is  my  waihing  potjp. 

SECT.     XIV. 

The  mvftery  of  the  Believer  s  pardotuandfecurity  from  re- 
venging wrath,  notwith/l \anding  his  Jin's  dy 

T    Though  from  condemnation  free, 
**   Find  fuch  condemiwbles  in  me, 

i\s  make  more  heavy  wrath  my  due 
Than  falls  on  all  the  damned  crew  a. 
But  though  my  crimes  deferve  the  pit, 
I'm  no  more  liable  to  it ; 
RemitTion  fealM  with  blocd  and  death, 
Secures  me  from  deferred  wrath  b. 


even  every  one  that  is  written  among  the  living  in  JerufaJem: 
when  the  Lord  ihall  have  wafhed  away  the  filth  of  the  daughters 
of  Zion,  and  fhall  have  pureed  the  blood  of  Jerufalem  from  the 
mid  ft  thereof,  by  the  fpirit  01  judgment,  and  by  the  fpirit  of  burn- 
ing. And  the  Lord  will  create  upon  every  dwelling  p'ace  of 
mount  Zion,  and  upon  her  afTemblies  a  cloud,  and  fmoke  b\ 
and  the  Alining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  Bight;  for  upon  all  the  glorv 
fhall  be  a  defence.  And  ixvrii.  9.  By  tins  therefore  ill  a  i  1  t\ic  iniqui- 
ty of  Jacob  be  purged,  and  this  is  all  the  fruit  to  take  awav  hi* 
fin;  when  he  rnaketh  all  the  (tones  of  the  altar  as  chalk  ftones  that 
are  beaten  in  funder,  the  groves  and  images  (hall  not  (land  up. 

v  Pfal.  Ixviii.  8,  Moab  is  my  wain  pot,  &c. 

a  Rom.  viii.  I.     There   is  therefore   now   no  condemnation  to 
them  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  walk  not  after  the  flefli,  but 
alter  the  Spirit.     And  vii.  18.   For  I  know  that  in  me 
my  fle(h)  dwelleth  no  good  thing;  for  to  will  is  prefent  with  me, 
but   how  to   perform  "that   whicj  I    find   not.      I  Tim,  i. 

15,  16.    This  is  a  faithful  fa  I  ly  o!   all   acceptation, 

Jhat  Chrift  Jefus  came  into  [he  world   to  lave   Pinners;  of  w\ 
am  cl  beit,  for   this    caufe  I  obtained  cutcv,  that   in  me 

to  tf-  c  on  hini  tv; 

b  Gal.  \\\.  15.     Chrift   hath   red 

Ro  v..  v    9.  W 

i;  3 
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And  having  now  a  pardon  free,     , 

To  hell  ohnoxioiis  cannot  be, 

Nor  to  a  threat,  except  *  anent  #  ahauf 

Paternal  wrath  and "chaftifement  c. 

My  foul  may  oft  be  fili'd  indeed 

"With  ilavifh'fear  and  hellifh  dread  d: 

This  from  my  unbelief  does  fpring e* 

My  faith  fpeaks  out  fome  better  tfiing, 

Faith  fees  no  legal  guilt  again, 

Though  fin  and  its  defert  remain/*; 

Some  hidden  wonders  hence  refult  2 

I'm  full  of  fin,  yet  free  of  guilt  g  ; 


juitified  by  his  blood,  we  fli all  be  favcd  from  wir^th  through  hirri. 
£ph.  i.  7.  In  whom  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  the 
forgivenefs  of  fins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace. 

c  1  TheiT.  i.  10.  And  to  wait  for  his  Son  from  heaven,  whom  he 
railed  from  the  dead,  even  Jefus  which  delivered  us  from  the  wrath 
to  come.  Iia.  liv.  9,  10.  For  this  is  as  the  waters  of  Noah  unto 
me:  for  as  I  have  fworn  that  the  waters  of  Noah  lhould  no  more 
go  over  the  earth;  fo  have  I  fworn  that  I  would  not  be  wroth 
with  thee  nor  rebuke  thee.  For  the  mountains  (hall  depart,  and 
the  hills  be  removed;  but  my  kindnefs  (hall  not  depart  from  thee, 
neither  fliall  the  covenant  of  my  peace  be  removed,  faith  the  Lord, 
that  hath  mercy  on  thee.  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  30, — ^.  If  his  children 
forfake  my  law,  and  walk  not  in  my  judgments:  if  they  break  my 
ilatutes,  and  keep  not  my  commandments:  then  will  I  vifit  their 
tranfgreffion  with  the  rod,  and  their  iniquity  with  ftripes.  Never- 
thelefs  my  loving-kindnefs  will  I  not  utterly  take  from  him,  nor 
fufFer  my  faithfulnefs  to  fail. 

d  Mattli.  xiv.  26.  And  when  the  difciples  fa w  Jefus  walking  on 
the  fea5  they  were  troubled,  faying^  It  is  a.fpirit ;  and  they  cried 
out  for  fear. 

e  Mark  iv.  40,  And  Jefus  faid  unto  his  difciples,  Why  are  ye  Co 
fearful?   how  is  it  that  you  have  no  faith? 

/Rom.  vii.  6.  But  now  we  are  delivered  from  the  law,  that  be- 
ing dead  wherein  we  were  held;  that  we'fhould  ferve  in  newnefs 
of  fpirit,  and  not  in  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter.  Chap.  viii.  3,  4. 
For  what  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the 
■fleflr,  God  fending  his  own  Son  in  th;  likenefs  of  fin  ful  flefh,  and 
'for  fin  condemned  fui  in  the  flelli:  that  the  right  eoufnefs  of  the 
law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  who  walk  not  after  the  flelli,  but  after 
the  Spirit. 

o- Rom.  iv.  14.  For  we  know  that  the  law  is  fpiritual^  but  I  am 
carnal;  fold  under  fm.     Chap.  viii.  x^t  34.    Who  fliall  lay  any 
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Guilt  is  the  legal  bond  or  knot, 

That  binds  to  wrath  and  vengeance  hot  b  ; 

But  fin  may  be  where  guilt's  away, 

And  guilt  where  fin  could  never  itay. 

Guilt  without  any  fin  has  been, 

As  in  my  furety  may  be  feen  ; 

The  elects  guilt  upon  him  came, 

Yet  ftill  lie  was  the  holy  iAmb  u 

Sin  without  guilt  may  like  wife  be, 

As  may  appear  in  pardon'ri  me  : 

For  though  my  fin,  alasj   does  itay, 

Yet  pardon  takes  the  guilt  away  k. 

Thus  free  I  am,  yet  ftill  involv'd  j 
A  guilty  finner,  yet  abfolv'd  /: 
Though  pardon  leave  no  guilt  behind, 
Yet  fin's  defert  remains  I  Una  m. 


thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  elect  ?  Tt  is  God  that  juftifieth  : 
is  he  that  condemned:?  It  is  Chrift  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is 
rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo  mak- 
eth  interceiTion  for  us. 

h  Deut.  xxvii.  26.  Curfed  be  he  that  confirmeth  not  all  the  words 
of  this  law  to  do  them  :  and  all  the  people  fhall  fay,  Amen. 
Rom.  i.  18.  For  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  againft 
all  ungodlinefs,  and  unrighteoufnefs  of  men,  who  hold  the  truth 
in  unrighteoufnefs. 

1  Ifa.  liii.  6.  The  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquitv  of  us  all. 
Heb.  vii.  26.  For  fuch  an  high  prieft  became  us,  who  is  holy, 
harmlefs,  undented,  feparate  from  tinners, 

I  Rom.  vii.  24.  O  wretched  man  that  I  am!  who  ilia II  deliver 
me  from  the  body  of  this  death?  Acts  xiii.  38,  59.  Be  it  known 
unto  you  therefore,  men  and  brethren,  tnat  through  this  man  is 
preached  unto  you  the  forgivencfs  oi  fins  :  and  by  him  all  that  be- 
lieve are  iuftified  from  all  things  from  which  ye  could  not  be  jus- 
tified by  the  law  of  Mofes. 

/Rom.  iii.  19.  Now  we  know  that  what  things  foever  the  law 
faith,  it  faith  to  them  who  are  under  the  law:  that  every  mouth 
may  be  flopped,  and  all  the  world  may  become  guilty  before  God. 
y.  23,  14.  For  all  have  finned,  and  come  fhort  o^  the  glory  of  | 
being  juftined  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption  that  is 
in  Jefus  Ci.rifr. 

v:  Rom.  iv.  6,  7,  9>.  Even  as  David  alfo  defcribeth  the  bteflcd- 
nth  of  the  man  unto  whom  God  imputeth  righteoufnefs  without 

P4. 


2i6  Gospel    Sonnets.  Part  III. 

Guilt  and  demerit  differ  here', 
Though  oft  their  names  confounded  are, 
Ym  guilty  in  my  f elf  always, 
Since  fin's  demerit  ever  (lays  n. 

Yet  in  my  head  I'm  ajways  free 
From  proper  guilt  affecting  me  ; 
Becaufe  my  Surety's  blood  cancell'd 
The  bond  of  curfes  once  me  held  o. 
The  guilt  that  pardon  did  divorce, 
From  legal  threat'nings  drew  its  iovccj) : 
But  fin's  defert  that  lodges  ftill^ 
Is  drawn  from  lin's  intrinfic  ill  q. 


works,  faying,  BleiTed  are  they  whofe  iniquities  are  forgiven,  and 
whofe  fins  are  covered.  BleiTed  is  the  man  to  whom  the  Lord  will 
not  impute  fin.  Pfal.  li.  3,  4.  For  I  acknowledge  my  tranfgref- 
ftons:  and  rny  fin  is  ever  before  me.  Againft  thee,  thee  only  have 
I  finned,  and  done  this  evil  in  thy  fight:  that  thou  roighteft  he 
juftified  when  thou  fpeakeft,  and  be  clear  when  thou  judged.  And 
cxliii.  2.  O  Lord,  enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  fervant:  for 
in  thy  fight  iliall  no  man  living  be  juftified. 

n  Rom.  vii.  13,  14.  Was  then  that  which  is  good,  made  death 
unto  me?  God  forbid.  But  fin,  that  it  might  appear  fin,  working 
death  in  me  by  that  which  is  good \  that  fin  by  the  commandment 
might  become  exceeding  finful.  For  we  know  that  the  law  is  fpi- 
ritual:  but  I  am  carnal,  fold  under  fin.  Epli.  v.  6.  Let  no  man 
deceive  you  with  vain  words:  for  becaufe  of  thefe  things  cometh 
the  wrath  of  God  upon  the  children  of  difobedience. 

0  Rom.  v.  1.  Therefore  being  juftified  by  faith,  we  have  peace 
with  God,  through  our  Lord  jeius  Chrift.  <v.  0,  Much  more  then 
being  now  juftified  by  his  blood,  we  fliall  be  faved  from  wrath 
through  him.  v,  II.  And  not  only  fo,  but  we  alio  joy  in  God, 
through  our  Loi;d  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  we  have  now  received 
the  atonement. 

p  Gal,  iii.  lb.  For  as  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law,  are 
under  the  curie:  for  it  is  written,  Curfed  is  every  one  that  conti- 
mieth  not  in  all  thing*  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law 
to  do  them.  ?•  TJ.  Chrift;  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curie  of  the 
law,  being  made  a  curie  for  us:  for  it  is  written,  Curfed  .is  every 
one  that  hangeth  on  a  tree 

■  q  Pfal.  li.  4.  See  letter  m  fore cited.  Lukdtocv.  1 8,/ 1  will  arife,.and 
ro'tp   iiiv  fattier,  and  will  fay  unto  him,  Father,  1  have  finned  a* 
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Were  guilt  nought  elfe  but  fin's  deferr, 
Of  pardon  Pd  renounce  my  part ; 
For  were  I  now  in  heav'n  to  dwell, 
Pd  own  my  6ns  Jcferrved  heltr. 

This  does  my  higheft  wonder  move 
At  matchiefs  juitifying  love, 
That  thus  iecures  from  endlefs  death 
A  wretch  deferving  double  wrath/. 

Though  well  my  black  defert  I  know, 
Yet  I'm  not  liable  to  wo  j 


rLuke  xv.  19. — And  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  fen. 
Rev.  v.  4.  And  I  [John]  wept  much,  becaufe  no  man  was  found 
worthy  to  open,  and  to  read  the  book,  neither  to  look  thereon, 
-j.  9.  And  they  fung  a  new  fong,  faying,  Thou  art  worthy  to  take 
the  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  thereof:  for  thou  waft  liain,  and 
haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and 
tongue,  and  people,  and  nation,  v.  II,  12,  13.  And  I  beheld,  and 
I  heard  the  voice  of  many  angels  round  about  the  throne,  and  the 
beafts,  and  the  elders;  and  the  number  of  them  was  ten  thoufand 
times  ten  thoufand,  and  thousands  of  thoufands;  faying,  with  a 
loud  voice,  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  to  receive  power, 
and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and 
blciTing.  And  every  creature  which  is  in  heaven,  and  on  the 
earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the  fea,  and  all 
that  are  in  them,  heard  I,  faying,  BlcIIing,  and  honour,  and  glory, 
and  power  be  unto  him  that  litteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto 
the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever. 

/Rom.vii.  24,  25,  O  wretched  man  that  1  am!  who  fhall  deli- 
ver me  from  the  body  of  this  death?  I  thank  God,  through  Jdiu 
Chrift  our  Lord.  Chap.  viii.  I.  There  is  therefore  now  no  con- 
demnation to  them  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  walk  not  after 
the  fieOi,  but  after  the  Spirit.  I  Tim.  i.  13.  Who  was  before  a 
blafphemer,  and  a  perfecutor,  and  injurious.  But  I  obtained  mercy, 
becaufe  I  did  it  ignorantly,  in  unbelief,  v.  Ij,  16,  17.  This  is  a 
faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Chrift  Jefus 
came  into  the  world  to  fave  finners;  of  whom  I  am  chief.  How- 
beit,  for  this  caufe  I  obtained  mercy,  that  in  me  firft  Jefus  Chrift 
plight  lie..  lonjg-fuffering,  for  a  pattern  to  them  which 

.  believe  on  him  to  life  everlafting.    Now  unto  the 
eternal,  immortal,  invisible,  the  only  wife  Gcd,  be  !.- 
and  gl 
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While  .full  and  complete  righteoufnefs 

Imputed  for  my  freedom  is  s* 

Hence  my  fecurity  from  wrath 

As  firmly  Hands  on  Jefus'  death  t, 

As  does  my  title  unto  heav'n 

Upon  his  great  obedience  giv'n  u. 

The  fentence  Heav'n  did  full  pronounce. 

Has  pardon'd  all  my  fins  at  once  : 

And  ev'n  from  future  crimes  acquit. 

Before  1  could  the  facis  commit  vf 


"  s'l  Cor.  i.  30.  But  of  him  are  ye  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  of  God  is 
made  unto  us — righteoufnefs;--?-:n)d  redemption.  2  Cor.  v.  21. 
God  hath  made  Chrift:  to  be  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin;  that  we 
might  he  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him.  Rom.  iv.  11. 
And  he  [Abraham]  received  the  %n  of  circumcifion,  a  leal  of  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  faith,  which  he  had  yet  being  uncircumcifed; 
that  he  might  be  the  father  of  all  them  that  believe,  though  they 
be  not  cire.umcifed;that  righteoufnefs  might  be  imputed  unto  then* 
alio.  «y.  22,-25.  And  therefore  it  was  imputed  to  him  for  righ- 
teoufnefs. Now  it  was  not  written  for  his  fake  alone,  that  it  was 
imputed  to  him;  but  for  us  alfo,  to  whom  it  fhall  be  imputed,  if 
we  believe  on  him  that  raifed  up  Jefus  our  Lord  from  the  dead? 
who  was  delivered  for  our  offences,  and  was  raifed  again  for  our 
juftification. 

t  Rom.  v.  9.  Much  more  then  being  now  juftified  by  his  blood, 
we  fhall  be  faved  from  wrath  through  him. 

u  Rom.  v.  17,  18,  19.— -They  which  receive  abundance  of  grace, 
and  of  the  gift  of  righteoufnefs,  fhall  reign  in  life  by  one,  Jefus 
Chrift. — By  the  rightepu.fnefs  of  one,  the  free  gift  came  upon  all 
men  unto  jufUfication  of  life — By  the  obedience  of  one  fhall  many 
be  made  righteous,  v.  21.  Grace  reigns  through  righteoufnefs  un- 
to eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chf  iff  our  Lord. 

*>  Pfal.ciii.  3.  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul, — who  forgiveth  all 
thine  iniquities;  who  healeth  all  thy  difeafes.  2  Cor.  v.  19.  God 
was  in  Chrift,  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf,  not  imputing 
their  trefpaffes  unto  them.  v.  21.  See  letter  s  above-cited.  Dan.  i 
24.  Seventy  weeks  are  determined  upon  thy  people,  and  upon 
thy  holy  city,  to  finifh  the  tranfgreflion,  and  to  make  an  end  of 
ftns,  and  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  to  bring  in  ever- 
lafting  righteoufnefs.  Ifa.  liv.  10.  For  the  mountains  fhall  depart, 
and  the  hills  be  removed,  but  my  kindnefs  fhall  depart  from  thee, 
neither  fhajl  the  covenant  of  my  peace  be  removed,  faith  the  Lord, 
that  hath  mercy  on  thee.  Heb.  viii.  12.  For  I  will  be  merciful  to 
their  unrighteoufnefs,  and  their  fins  and  their  iniquities  will  I  re? 
member  no  more. 
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I'm  always  in  a  pardon'd  (late 
Before  and  after  fin  w  ;  but  yet, 
That  vainly  I  prefume  not  hence, 
I'm  feldom  pardon'd  to  my  fenfe  x. 
Sin  brings  a  vengeance  on  my  head. 
Though  from  avenging  wrath  l*rn  freed  yf 
And  though  my  fins  «// pardon'd  be, 
Their  pardon's  not  apply  d  to  me  z. 
Thus  though  I  need  no  pardon  more, 
Yet  need  new  pardons  ev'ry  hour  f, 


tc  Rom.  viii.  i.  There  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  ts 
them  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  walk  net  alter  the  ilelli,  but 
jifter  tUc  Spirit.  -..  3;,.  ;.;.  35,  37,  38,  39.  Wfeo  fhajl  lay  *hf  thing 
to  the  charge  of  God's  pledU  It  15  God  that  juftiikth:  who  is  he 
that  condemned)?  It  is  Cbrifl  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  rifen 
again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alio  maketh  in- 
tercelTion  for  us.  Who  (hall  leparate  us  from  the  love  of  Chriit, 
fhall  tribulation,  or  diftrefs,  or  perfecution,  or  famine,  cr  naked- 
neis,  or  peril,  or  fword?  Nay,  in  all  thefe  things  we  are  more  than 
conquerors,  throu  ;h  him  that  loved  us.  For  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities, nor  power?, 
nor  things  prefent,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor 
any  other  creature,  fhall  be  able  to  feparate  us  from  the  love  of 
God  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord. 

x  Pfal.  xxv.  II.  For  thy  name's  fake,  O  Lord,  pardon  mine 
iniquity:  for  it  is  great.  -And  li.  8,  9.  Make  me  to  hear  joy  and 
gladnefs;  that  the  bones  which  thou  haft  broken  may  rejoice. 
Hide  thy  face  from  my  fins;  and  blot  out  all  mine  iniquities,  v.  I  a, 
Reftore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  falvation;  and  uphold  me  with  thy 
free  Spirit. 

y  Pfal.  xcix.  8.  Thou  anfweredft  them,  O  Lord  our  God  :  thru 
waft  a  God  that  forgaveft  them,  though  thou  tookeft  vengeance  of 
their  inventions.  1  ThefT.  i.  10.  And  to  wait  for  his  Son  from 
heaven,  whom  he  railed  from  the  dead,  even  Jefus  which  deliver- 
ed us  from  the  wrath  to  come. 

■z  Pfafc  xxxv.  3.  (>  Lord,  fay  unto  my  foul,  I  am  thv  falvation. 
And  lxxxv.  8.  I  will  hear  what  God  the  Lord  will  fpeak  ;  for  he 
▼  ill  fpeak  peace  unto  his  people,  and  to  his  faints:  but  let  them 
lot  turn  again  to  folly.  Matth.  ix.  2.  And  behold,  they  brought 
o  him  a  man  lick  of  the  pally,  lying  011  a  bed:  and  Jefus  leeing 
heir  faith,  faid  unto  the  Tick  of  the  palfy,  Sun,  be  of  good  cheer, 
hy  (ins  be  forgiven  thee. 

f  Matth.  vi.  12.     Ai  us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our 

lebtors.     I  John  i.  7,  8.   If  wc  walk  in  the  light,  a*  God  ,»  in  the 
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In  point  of  application  free  ; 
Lord,  wafh  anew,  and  pardon  me. 

SEC  T.    XV. 

The  myjlery  of  Faith  and  Sight,  of  which  more% 
Part  VI.  Chap.  vi. 

[ TRANGE  contradiftions  me  befal, 
I  can't  believe  unlefs  I  fee  a  \ 
"Yet  never  can  believe  at  all, 

Till  once  I  fliut  the  feeing  eye  L 

When  ughi  of  fweet  experience 

Can  give  my  faith  no  helping  hand  r, 

The  fight  of  found  intelligence 

Will  give  it  ample  ground  to  Hand  </, 


light,  we  have  fellowfhip  one  with  another,  and  the  blood  of Jefus 
Chfift  his  Son  cleanfeth  us  from  all  fin.  If  we  fay,  that  we  have 
no  fin,  we  deceive  ourfelves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in- us. 

a  John  vi.  40.  And  this  is  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me,  that  e- 
very  one  which  feeth  the  Son,  and  believeth  on  hims  may  have  e- 
verlafting  life. 

b  John  xx.  29.  Jefus  faith  unto  him,  Thomas,  becaufe  thou  had 
feen  me,  thou  haft  believed  :  bleifed  are  they  that  have  not  feen. 
and  yet  have  believed. 

c  Ifa.  viii.  17,  And  I  will  wait  upon  the  Lord  that  hideth  hit 
face  from  the  houfe  of  Jacob,  and  I  will  look  for  him.  Chap.  1.  10. 
Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  Lord,  that  obeyeth  the  voice 
of  his  fervant,  that  walketh  in  darknefs,  and  hath  no  light?  let 
him  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  day  upon  his  God. 

</Eph.  i.  15, — 19.  Wherefore  I  alfo,  after  I  heard  of  your  faith, 
in  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  love  unto  all  the  faints,  ceafe  not  to  give 
thanks  for  you,  making  mention  of  you  in  my  prayers;  that  the 
God  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriit,  the  Father  of  glory,  may  give  unto 
you  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation,  in  the  knowledge  of  him  \ 
the  eyes  of  your  underftanding  being  enlightened;  that  ye  may 
know  what  is  the  hope  of  his  calling,  and  what  the  riches  of  the; 
g7ory  of  his  inheritance  in  the  faints,  and  what  is  the  exceeding 
greatnefs  of  his  power  to  us~ward  who  believe,  according  to  the 
working  of  his  mighty  power, '  &c.  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  For  "God  who 
commanded  the  light  to  fiiine  out  of  darknefs,  hath  fliined  in  our 
hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in 
*he  face  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
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I  walk  by  faith,  and  not  by  fight*: 

Yet  knowledge  does  my  faith  refoundy, 
"Which  cannot  walk  but  in  the  light g>     - 

Ev'n  when  experience  runs  a-ground  b. 
By  knowledge  I  difcern  and  fpy 

In  divine  light  the  objeft  (howns; 
By  faith  I  take  and  cloie  apply 

The  glorious  object  as  mine  own  k. 

My  faith  thus  (lands  on  divine  light, 

Believing  what  it  clearly  fees/; 
Yet  faith  is  oppofite  to  fight, 

Trufting  its  ear,  and  not  its  eyes  m. 
Faith  lift'ning  to  a  fweet  report, 

Still  comes  by  hearing,  not  by  fight  n  \ 
Yet  is  not  faith  of  faying  fort, 

But  when  it  fees  in  divine  light  0. 


t  :  Cor.  v.  7.  For  we  walk  by  faith,  not  by  fight. 

tin  ii.  11.  This  beginning  of  miracles  did  Jefus  in  Cana  of 
Galilee,  and  manifcfted  forth  his  gloiy;  and  his  difciples  believed 
on  him. 

.  .1.  ix,  1  j.  And  they  that  know  thy  name  will  put  their  trufl: 
in  thee. 

I  PiYJ.  xxivii.  14.  Wait  on  the  Lord;  be  of  good  courage,  and 
he  fhall  flrengthen  thine  heart:   wait,  I  lay,  on  the  Lord. 

i  %  Cor.  iii.  18.  But  we  all  with  open  face,  beholding  as  in  a 
glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from 
glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  oi  the  Lord. 

£  John  i.  12.  But  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he 
power  to  become  the  fons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on 
his  name. 

/  Gal.  t.  16.  But  when  it  pleafed  God — to  reveal  his  Son  in  mf, 
that  I  might  preach  hini  among  the  Heathen;  immediately  I  con- 
ferred not  with  Heili  aud  blood. 

vi  Eph.  i.  13.  In  Chrift  ye  alio  trufted  after  that  ye  heard  the 
word  of  truth,  the  gofpe!  of  your  falvation. 

n  Rum.  x.  17.     So  then,  faith  cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing 
e  word  of  God. 

0  Pfal.  xxxvi.  7.     How  excellent  is  thy  loving-kindnefs,  O  God! 

therefore  the  children  of  men  put  their  truft  under  the  fliadow  of 

For  with  thee  i*  the  fountain  of  life:  iu  thy  light 
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In  fears  I  fpend  my  vital  breath, 

In  doubts  I  v/afte  my  paffing  years/  $ 
Yet  ftiil  the  life  1  live  is  faith, 

The  oppofite  of  doubts  and  fears  q. 
*Tweeh  clearing  faith  and  clouding  fenfe, 

I  walk  in  darknefs  and  in  light  r. 
I'm  certain  oft,  when  iri  fufpenfe, 

While  fare  by  faith  and  not  by  fightyC 


p  Pfal.  lxxvii.  3,  4.  -I  remembered  God,  and  was  troubled  :  \ 
complained,  and  my  fplrlt  was  overwhelmed.  Selah.  Thou  hold- 
eft  mine  eyes  waking:  J  am  io  troubled  that  I  cannot  fpeak.  John 
xx.  IS'  But  Thomas  fakl  unto  the  other  difciples,  Except  I  inall 
fee  in  his  hands  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  put  my  finger  into  the 
print  of  the  nails,  and  tnruft  my  hand  into  his  fide,  I  will  not  be- 
lieve. Luke  xxiv.  21.  We  trufted  that  it  had  been  he  which  fhould 
have  redeemed  Ifrael. 

a  Gal.ii,  10.  I  am  crucified  with  Chrift  :  Neverthelefs  1  live; 
yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me:  and  the  life  which  I  now  live 
in  the  flefh,I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me$ 
and  gave  himfelf  for  me.  Mark  v.  36.  As  foon  as  Jefus  heard  the 
word  that  was  i'poken,  he  faith  unto  the  ruler  of  the  fyoagogue, 
Be  not  afraid,  only  believe.  Matth.  viii.  26.  And  Jefus  faith  un- 
to his  difciples,  Why  are  ye  fo  fearful*  O  ye  of  little  faith?  Chap, 
xiv.  31.  And  Jefus  laid  unto  Peter,  O  thou  of  little  faith,  where- 
fore did  ft  thou  doubt  ? 

r  Job  xxix,  I,  a,  3.  Moreover,  Job  continued  his  parable,  and 
.faid,  Oh  that  I  were  as  in  months  paft,  as  in  the  days  when  God 
preserved  me:  when  his  candle  fhined  upon  my  head,  and  when 
by  his  light  i  walked  through  darknefs.  Pfal.  cxii.  4.  Unto  the 
upright  there  arifeth  light  in  the  darknefs. 

/ 1  Pet,  i.  8.  Whom  having  not  feen,  ye  love;  in  whom  though 
How  ye  fee  him  not,  yet  believing,  ye  rejoice  with  joy  uni'peakable, 
and  full  of  glory.  Rom.  iy.  18,— *al.  Abraham  againft  hope,  be- 
lieved in  hope,  that  he  might  become  the  father  of  many  nations; 
according  to  that  which  was  fpoken,  So  ihall  thy  feed  be.  And 
being  not  weak  in  faith,  he  conudered  not  hi3  own  body  now  dead, 
when  he  wa9  about  an  hundred  years  old,  neither  yet  the  deadnefs 
.of  Sarah's  womb.  Re  ftaggered  not  at  the  promife  of  God  through 
wnbelief;  but  Was  ftrong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God;  and  being 
fully  perfuaded,  that  what  he  had  promifed,  he  was  able  alfo  to 
perform.  Pfaim  lxxxix.  36,-39.  His  feed  fhall  endure  for  ever, 
and  his  throne  as-the  fun  before  me.  It  fiiall  be  eftablifhed  for 
ever  as  the  moon,  and  a$  a  faithful  witntfs  in  heaven.  Selah.  But 
thou  haft  caft  off  and  abhorred,  thou  haft  been  wroth  with  thine 
anointed.  Thou  haft  made  void  the  covenant  of  thy  fervant:  thou 
haft  profaned  his  crown,  by  cafting  it  to  the  ground. 
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SECT.     XVI- 

"The  myflery  of  Faith  and  Works,  and  rewards  of  Grace 
and  Debt. 

I.  Of  Faith  and  Works* 

HE  that  in  word  offendeth  not, 
Is  call'd  a  perfect  man  I  wot  a; 
"Yet  he  whofe  thoughts  and  deeds  are  bacfy 
The  law-perfection  never  had  b* 
I  am  defign'd  a  perfect  foul, 
Ev'n  though  I  never  kept  the  whole, 
Nor  any  precept  c  \  for  'tis  known, 
He  breaks  them  all,  that  breaks  but  one  d. 
By  faith  I  do  perfeFtion  claim  e, 
By  works  I  never  grafp  the  namey": 


a  Janes  iii.  2.  Jf  any  man  offend  not  in  word,  the  fame  ia  a 
perfect  man,  and  able  aifo  to  bridle  the  whole  body. 

u  James  ii.  10.  For  whofoever  thali  keep  the  whole  law,  and 
yet  offend  in  one  point  he  is  guilty  of  all. 

c  Roii>.  iv.  5,  6.  To  him  that  worketh  not, but  beiiveth  on  him 
that  juftifietli  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  for  righteoufnefs. 
Even  as  David  aifo  deferibetfi  the  blefiednefs  of  the  man  unto 
whom  God  imputcth  right  eon  fnefs  without  works.  Job  i.  i.  There 
was  a  man  in  the  land  of  U/,  whofe  name  was  Job,  and  that  man 
was  pcriedt  and  upright,  and  one  that  feared  God,  and  cfchewe.d 
evil.  Pfalm  fxxi.  16.  I  will  go  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  God;. 
I  will  make  mention  of  thy  rightcouintfs,  even  of  thine  only. 
Eccl.  vii.  2o.  For  there  is  not  a  juft  man  upon  earth,  that  dotl^ 
good,  and  finneth  not. 

d  Tames  ii.  IO.    See  letter  b. 

t  Phil.  iii.  9.  I  count  all  things  but  dung,  that  I  may  win  Chrht, 
and  be  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own  righteoufnefs,  which 
is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through  t!»c  faith  of  Chrifr,  the 
righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith. 

/Gal.  ii.  16.  Knowing  that  a  man  is  not  juftified  by  the  work? 
of  the  law,  but  by  the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift  :  even  we  have  believed 
in  Jefus  Chrift;  that  we  might  be  juflined  by  the  faith  of  Chrift, 
and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law:  for  by  the  work*  of  the  la-wlhaU 
no  flefh  be  iuftiiied. 
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Yet  without  works,  my  faith  is  nought  g, 
And  thereby  no  perfeftion  brought. 
Works  without  faith  will  never  fpeed  ht 
Faith  without  works  is  wholly  dead  i : 
Yet  I  am  juftify'd  by  faith, 
Which  no  law- works  adjutant  hath  k. 

Yea,  gofpel  works  no  help  can  lend/, 
Though  ftill  they  do  my  faith  attend  m  : 


g  James  ii,  14.  What  doth  it  pro£t,  my  brethren,  though  a  man 
fay  he  hath  faith,,  and  have  not  works?  can  faith  lave  him  ? 

h  Heb.  xi.  6.  Without  faith  it  is  impoflible  to  pleafe  God:  for 
he  that  cometh  to-God,  muft  believe  that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  a 
rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  feek  him.  Rom.  xxiv.  23.  What- 
foever  is  not  of  faith,  is  fin. 

i  James  ii.  17.  Even  fo  faith  if  it  hath  not  works,  is  dead  being 
alone.  «z>.  26.  For  as  the  body  without  the  fpirit  is  dead,  fo  faith 
without  works  is  dead  alfo. 

k  Rom.  iii  21,  22.  But  now  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  without 
the  law  is  manifefted  being  witnefTcd  by  the  law  and  the  prophets; 
even  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  which  is  by  faith  of  Jefus  Chrifl:  unto 
all,  and  upon  all  them  that  believe;  for  there  is  no  difference. 
Chap.  iv.  4,  5,  6.  Now  to  him  that  worketh,  is  the  reward  not 
reckoned  of  grace,  but  of  debt.  But  to  him  that  worketh  not,  but 
beb'eveth  on  him  that  juftifieth  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  for 
righteoufnefs.  Even  as  David  alfo  defcribeth  the  bleffednefsof  the 
.man  unto  whom  God  imputeth  righteoufnefs  without  works. 

/  Phil.  iii.  4,-9.  If  any  other  man  thinketh  that  he  hath  where- 
of he  might  truft  in  the  flefh,  I  more:-— touching  the  righteouf- 
nefs which  is  in  the  law,  blamelefs.  But  what  things  were  gain  to 
me,  thofe  I  counted  Iofs  for  Chrifl:.  Yea  doubtlefs,  and  I  count  all 
things- but  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrifl:  Jefus 
my  Lord:  for  whom  I  have  fuffered  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do 
count  them  but  dung,  that  I  .may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in  him, 
not  having  mine  own  righteouCnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that 
which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of 
God  by  faith.  Ifa.  lxiv.  6.  But  we  are  all  as  an  unclean  thing,  and 
Sill  our  rigbteoufneffes  are  as  filthy  rags.  Hof.  xiii.  9.  O  Ifrael,  thou 
haft  deftroyed  thyfelf,  but  in  me  is  thine  help.  Ifa.  xlv.  24,  25. 
Surely,  fhall  one  fay,  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength  : 
even  to  him  fhall  me«  come,  and  all  that  are  incenfed  againft  him 
fha-ll  be  ailiamed.  In  the  Lord  fhall  all  the  feed  of  Ifrael  be  juf- 
tifi'ed,  and  flialf  glory. 

m  Tit.  iii.  8.  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  thefe  things  I  will 
that  thou  affirm  conftantly,  that  they  which  have  believed  in  God, 
might  be  careful  to  maintain  good  work* :  thefe  things  are  good  and 
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Yet  faith  by  works  is  perfect  made, 
And  by  their  prefence  juitity'd  ;/. 
But  works  with  faith  could  never  vie, 
And  only  faith  canjuftify  o: 

Yet  (till  my  justifying  faith 
No  juftifying  value  hath/. 

Lo,  juftifying  grace  from  heav'n 
Is  foreign  ware,  and  freely  g\\\iq: 


profitable  unto  men.  James  ii.  18.  Yea,  a  man  may  fay,  There 
haft  faith,  and  I  have  works :  lliew  me  thy  faith  without  thy  works, 
and  I  will  fliew  thee  my  faith  by  my  works. 

n  James  ii.  ii,  22.  Was  not  Abraham  our  father  juftified  by 
works,  when  he  had  offered  Ifiac  his  fon  upon  the  aitar?  Seeft 
thou  how  faith  wrought  with  his  works,  and  by  works  was  faith 
made  perfect?  i\  24.  Ye  fee  then  how  that  by  works  a  man  is 
juftified,  and  not  by  faith  only. 

0  Rom.  iv.  16.  Therefore  it  is  of  faith,  that  it  might  be  by  grace; 
to  the  end  the  promife  might  be  fure  to  :j.ll  the  feed.  Titus  iii. 
4, — 7.  But  after  that  the  kindnefs  and  love  of  God  our  Saviour 
toward  man  appeared,  not  by  works  of  righteoufnefs,  which  we 
have  done,  but  according  to  his  mere}*  he  faved  us  by  the  wafhing 
of  regeneration,  an<|  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft:  which  he  fhed 
on  us  abundantly,  througl'.  jefus  Chrift  our  Saviour;  that  being 
juftified  by  his  grace,  we  fhould  be  made  he 'is  ^:cording  to  the 
hope  of  eternal  life.  Acts  x.  43.  To  him  gave  aH  the  prophets 
witnefs,  that  through  his  name,  whofoevef  believeth  in  him,  flia.ll 
receive  remiffion  of  fins. 

p  Gal.  iii.  21,  22.  Is  the  law  then  againft  the  promifes  of  God  ? 
God  forbid:  for  if  there  had  been  a  law  given  which  could  have 
given  life,  verily  righteoufnefs  fhould. have  bem  by  the  law  .  But 
the  fcripture  hath  concluded  all  under  fin,  that  the  promife  by 
faith  of  Jefus  Chrift  might  be  given  to  tbepi  that  believe.  Luke 
xxii.31,32.  And  the  Lord  faid,  Sin  >n,  behold,  Satan  hath 

defired  to  have  you,  that  he  may  fift  you  as  \vhe?t:  but  I  have 
prayed  for  thee,  that  thy  faith  fail  not;  and  when  thou  art  con- 
verted ftrengthen  thy  brethren.  2  Cor.  iii.  5.  Not  that  we  are 
fufficient  of  ourfelves  to  think  any  thing  as  of  cuneU'e?:  but  our 
fuillciency  is  of  God.  Chap.  xii.  5.  Of  fuch  an  one  will  I  glerv  : 
yet  of  myfelf  I  will  not  glory,  but  in  mine  infirmities. 

q  Rom.  v.  16, 17. —  The  free  gift   is  of  many  oiTences  unto  jufli- 
fication. — They  which  receive  abundance  of  grace,  an^ 
of  righteoufnefs,  fliall  reign   in  life  by  one,  jefus  Chrift.     Chap. 
in.  24.  Being  juftified  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption 
•<hat  h  in  Jefus  Chrift. 


O. 
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And  faving  faith  is  well  content 
To  be  a  mere  recipient  r. 

Faith's  adlive  in  my  fancfity  fi 

But  here  its  a£t  it  will  deny  j-, 

And  frankly  own  it  never  went 

Beyond  a  pajjive  inftrument  t. 

I  labour  much  like  holy  Paul ; 

And  yet  not  I,  but  grace  does  all  u  5 

I  try  to  fpread  my  little  fails, 

And  wait  for  pow'rful  moving  gales  v. 


r  Rom.  v.  11.  And  not  only  fo,  but  we  alfo  joy  in  God,  through 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  we  have  now  received  the  atone- 
ment.     <v,  17.   See  letter  q. 

/Gal.  v.  6.  For  in  Jefus  Chrift,  neither  circumcilion  availeth 
any  thing,  nor  uncircumcifion,  but  faith  which  worketh  bv  love* 
Ads'  xv.  9.  God  put  no  difference  between  us  and  them,  purifying, 
their  hearts  by  faith.  Chap.  xxvi.  18.  To  open  their  eyes,  and  to 
turn  them  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 
unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  forgivenefs  of  irns,  and  inheri- 
tance among  them  which  are  fanelified  by  faith  that  is  in  me. 

s  Rom,  iv.  16.  Therefore  it  is  of  faith,  that  it  might  be  by  grace,/ 
Chap.  xi.  6.  And  if  by  grace,  then  is  it  no  more  of  works;  other- 
wife  grace  is  no  more  grace. 

/  Eph.  ii.  8,  9.  For  by  grace  are  ye  faved,  through  faith;  and 
that  not  of  yourfelves:  it  is  the  gift  of.  God:  not  of  works,  left 
any  man  fhould  bo  aft..  1  Cor.  iv.  7.  For  who  maketh  thee  to  dif- 
fer from  another?  and  what  haft  thou  that  thou  didft  not  receive? 
now  if  thou  didft  receive  it,  why  doft  thou  glory  as  if  thou  hadft 
not  received  it?  Heb.  xi.  11.  Through  faith  alfo  Sarah  herfelf  re- 
ceived ftrength  to  conceive  feed,  and  was  delivered  of  a  child  when 
flie  was  paft  Age^  becaufe  fhe  judged  him  faithful  who  had  pro- 
mifed.  <z/.  17.  By  faith  Abraham,  when  he  was  tried,  offered  up 
Ifaac:  and  he  that  had  received  the  promifes,  offered  up  his  only 
begotten  fon  :  «z>..  19.  Accounting  that  God  was  able  to  raife  him 
up,  even  from  the  dead;  from  whence  alfo  he  received  him  in  a. 
figure,  v.  35.  Women  received  their  dead  raifed  to  life  again: 
and  others  were  tortured,  not  accepting  deliverance;  that  they 
might  obtain  a  better  refurrecStion. 

u  I  Cor.  xv.  10.  But  by  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am :  and 
his  grace  which  was  bellowed  upon  me,  was  not  in  vain;  but  1  la- 
boured more  abundantly  than  they  all:  yet  not  I,  but  the  grace  of 
God  which  was  with  me. 

•y  Pfal.  lxxi.  16.  I  will  go  on  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  God :  I 
will  make  mention  x>f  thy  righteoufnefs,  even  of  thine  only.  Songr 
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When  pow'rs  conveyed,  I  work;  but  fee, 

Tis  dill  his  pow'r  that  works  in  me. 

I  am  an  agent  at  his  call, 

Yet  nothing  am,  for  grace  is  all  -w. 

II.  Of  rewards  of  Grace  and  Debt* 

IN  all  my  works  I  (till  regard 
The  recompence  of  full  reward  x  \ 
Yet  fuch  my  working  is  withal, 
I  look  for  no  reward  at  alljp. 
God's  my  reward  exceeding  great, 
No  leiTer  heav'n  than  this  I  wait  z  : 


iv.  16.     Awake,  O  north  wind,  and  come,  thou  fouth,  blow  upon 
my  garden,  that  the  fpices  thereof  may  flow  out. 

iv  Phil.  ii.  12,  13.  Wherefore,  my  beloved,  as  ye  have  always  o- 
beyed,  not  as  in  my  prefence  only,  but  now  much  more  in  my  ab- 
fence:  work  out  your  own  falvation  with  feai  and  trembling. 
For  it  is  God  which  workcth  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his 
good  pleafure.  Gal.  ii.  20.  I  am  crucified  with  ChnH::  Neverthe- 
lefs  I  live;  yet  not  I,  but  Chrifl  liveth  in  me;  and  the  Life  which 
I  now  live  ii>the  flefh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 
loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me.  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  And  the  Lord 
faid  unto  me,  My  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee;  for  my  ftrength  is 
made  perfecl  in  weaknefs.  Mod  gladly  therefore  will  I  rather 
glory  in  my  infirmities,  that  th~  power  of  Chrift  may  reft  upon 
me. 

x  Heb.  xi.  24,  25,  26.  By  faith  Mofes,  when  he  was  ccme  to 
years,  reiufed  to  be  called  the  fon  of  Pharaoh's  daughter:  choof- 
ing  rather  to  fuiTer  afHicar  with  the  pec  ale  of  God,  tl  an  I  en- 
joy the  pleafufes  of  fin  for  a  fcafon:  efteeming  the  reproach  of 
Chrift  greater  riches  than  the  treafures  in  Egypt:  for  he  ha.  re- 
fpeel  unto  the  recompence  of  the  reward. 

y  1  Tim.  i.  9.  God  hath  faved  us,  and  called  us  with  an  holy 
calling,  not  according  to  our  work;  but  according  to  his  own  pur- 
pofe  and  grace  which  was  given  us  in  Chrift  Jefus,  before  the  world 
beg  in.  Titus  lii.  5.  Not  by  works  of  righteoufnel^,  which  we  have 
done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  I  cfre- 

generation,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

z  Gen.  xv.  1.  After  thefe  things  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  un- 
to Abram  in  h  viiion,  faying,  Fear  net,  Abram:  I  am  thy  fhield, 
and  thy  exceeding  great  reward.  P  a!,  Ixxiii  25,  26.  Whom  have 
I  in  heaven  but  thee?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  1  defire 
befides  thee.  My  flefh  and  my  heart  faileth:  but  God  is  the 
ftrength  of  mv  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever. 
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But  where's  the  earning 'work  fo  broad, 
To  fet  me  up  an  heir  of  God  #  ? 

Rewards  of  debt,  rewards  of  grace, 
Are  oppofites  in  ev'ry  cafe  h\ 
Yet  fure  I  am  they'll  both  agree 
Moil  jointly  in  rewarding  me  c. 
Though  hell's  my  juft  reward  for  fin  d 
Heav'n  as  my  juft  reward  I'll  win  <?. 
Both  thefe  my  juft  rewards  I  know, 
Yet  truly  neither  of  them  fo  #. 

a  Ezck.  xxxvi.  32',  Not  for  your  fakes  do  fthis,  faith  t'&e  Lord 
God,  be  it  known  unto  you:  be  afhamed  and  confounded  for 
your  own  ways,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael.  Rom.  viii.  16,  17.  The  Spirit 
itielf  beareth  witnefs  Avith  our  fpirit,  that  we  are  the  children  of 
God.  And  if  children,  then  heirs;  heirs  of  God,  and  joint-heirs 
with  Chrift. 

k  Rom.  iv.  4.  Now  to  him  that  worketh,  is  the  reward  not  rec- 
koned of  grace,  but  of  debt. 

c  Pfal.lviii.  11.  Verily  there  is  a  reward  for  the  righteous:  verily 
he  is  a  God  that  j.udgeth  in  the  earth.  Ifa.  Ixii.  11.  Behold,  the 
Lord  hath  proclaimed  unto  the  end  of  the  world,  Say  ye  to  the 
daughter  of  Zion,  Behold,  thy  falvation  cometh;  behold,  his  re- 
ward is  with  hi'm,  and  his  work  before  him.  And  $1.  10.  Behold 
the  Lord  God  will  come  with  ftrong  hand,  and  his  arm  fhall  rule 
for  him:,  behold  his  reward  is  with  him,,  and  his  work  before 
him. 

d  Rom.  vi.  21.  What  fruit  had  ye  then  in  thofe  things,  whereof 
ye  are  now  afhamed?  for  the  end  of  thofe  things  is  death.  *v.  23, 
The  wages  of  fin  is  death;  Eph.  v.  6.  Let  no  man  deceive  you: 
with  vain  words  :  for  becaufe  of  thefe  things  cometh  the  wrath 
of  God  upon  the  children  of  difobedience.  Gal.  iii.  10.  For  as 
many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law,,  are  under  the  curfe:  for  it 
is  written,  Curfed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things 
which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them. 

e  Gal.  iii.  13,  1 4.  Chrift  hath  redeemed  113  from  the  curfe  of  the 
law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us:  for  it  is  written,  Curfed  is  every 
one  that  hangeth  on  a.  tree:  that  the  bleffing  of  Abraham  might/ 
come  on  the  Gentiles  through  Jefus  Chrift;  that  we  might  receive 
the  promife  of  the  Spirit  through  faith.  Eph.  i.  r3, 14.  In  Chrift 
alfo  after  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed  with  that  holy  Spirit  of 
promife,  which  is  the  earneft  of  Our  inheritance,  until  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  purchafed  poffeffion,  unto  the  praife  of  his  glory. 
Rom.  v.  2,1,  Grace  reigns  through  righteoufnefs  unto  eternal  lifer 
by  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.  And  vi.  23.  The  gift  of  God  is  eternal 
life,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord. 

*  Ihrwgb-  thefe  oppoftte  voices  of  law  andgofpeh 
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Hell  can't  in  juftice  be  my  lot, 
Since  juftice  fatisfacHon  g 
Nor  hcav'n  in  juftice  be  my  ihare, 
Since  mercy  only  brings  me  there/. 
Yet  heav'n  is  mine  by  folemn  oath, 
In  juftice  and  in  mercy  both  k  : 
-And  God  in  ChriA  is  all  my  truft, 
Becaufe  he's  merciful  and  jail  u 

/"Rom.  iii.  25,  26.  Whom  God  hath  fet  fortl}  to  be  a  propitia- 
tion, through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the 
remifnon  of  liu?  that  are  part  through  the  forbearance  of  God;   to 

declare.  I  lay,  at  this  time  hie  righteoufncls;  that  he  night  be  jti  ft, 
and  the  jutfifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jefus. 
g  Rom.  ix.  15,  16.     God  faith  to  Mofes,   I  will  have  mercy  on 

whom  I  will  have  mercy,  and  I  will  have  companion  on  whom  I 
will  have  companion.  So  then  it  is  net  of  him  that  willeth,  nor 
of  him  that  runneth;  but  of  God  that  iheweth  mercy.  Titus  iii. 
4, —  7.  But  after  that  the  kindnefs  and  iove  of  God  our  Saviour  to- 
ward man  appeared,  not  by  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  we  have 
done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  Caved  us  by  the  walhing  of 
regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  :  which  he  lhed  on 
us  abundantly,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Saviour;  that  being  jufti* 
fied  by  his  grace,  we  ihouid  be  made  heirs  according  to  the  hope 
of  eternal  life. 

h  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  35,  36.  Once  have  I  fwom  by  my  holinefs,  that  I 
will  not  He  unto  David.     His  feed  fhall  endure  for  ever,  and  his 
throne  as  the  fun  before  me.     Heb.  vi   17,  18.     Wherein  God  wil- 
ling more  abundantly  to  Chew  unco  the  heirs  of  promiie  the  immu- 
tability of  his  counfel,  confirmed  it  by  an  oath  :   that  by  two  i 
table  things,  in  which   it  was  impoffible  for  God  to  lie,  we  : 
have  a  frrong  confoiation,  who   have   lied  for   refuge  to  lay  hold 
upon  the  hope  let  before  us.     Pfal.  Ixxxix.  14.     Juftice  and  judg- 
ment are  the  habitation  of  thy  throne;  mercy  and  truth  fhall  go 
before  thy  face.  v.  16.  In  thy  name  ilial!  they  rejoice  all  the  day: 
and  in  thy  righteoufnefs  in  ail  they  be  exalted.     «*.  24.     Bu 
faithfulnefs  and  ray  mercy  iliail  be  with  him  "David  my  fer- 
and  in  my  name  fhall  his  horn  be  exalted.     i>.  28.    My  mere 
I  keep  for  him  for  evermore,  and  ray  covenant  fhall  (land  faft  with 
h  i  m . 

/  Heb.  ii.  17.  Wherefore  in  all  things  it  behoved  him  to  be  made 
like  unto  his  brethren:  that  he  might  be  a  merciful   i 

pried,  in  things  pertaining  to  God,   to 
for  the  fins  of  the  people.      1  John  i.  7,  8,  9.      It 
light,  as  God  is  in  the  light,  we  have  fellowship  one  wit 
and  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  the  ! 

Ly  that  we  have  no  fin,  we  deceive  ourfeh»ts,and  I 
not  in  us.     If  we  conft 

Us  U  LI  1 
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CONCLUSIO  N. 

TERE  is  the  riddle,  where's  the  man 

_JL  Of  judgment  to  expound  ? 
For  maflers  farri'd  that  cannot  lean, 

In  lirael  may  be  found  a. 
We  juftly  thofe  in  wifdom's  lift 

EftabliuYd  faints  may  call, 
Whofe  bitter-fweet  experience  bleft 

Can  clearly  grafp  it  all  b. 

Some  babes  in  grace* may  mint*  and  mar,     *  ejfay. 

Yet  aiming  right  fucceedr: 
¥>\\t  jl rangers  they  in  Ifr'el  are, 

Who  not  at  all  can  read  d* 


a  John  iii.  10.  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid  unto  Nicodemus,  Art 
thou  a  matter  of  lirael,  and  knoweft  not  thefe  things  ? 

b  Matth  xi.  25.  At  that  time  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid,  I  thank 
thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  becaufe  thou  haft  hid 
thefe  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  haft  revealed  them 
unto  babes.  And  xiii.  1 1.  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid  unto  his  difciples,. 
Becaufe  it  is  given  unto  you  to  know  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  but  to  themitJs  not  given. 

c  I  Cor.  iii.  I,  a.  And  I,  brethren,  could  not  fpeak  unto  you  as 
unto  fpiritual,  but  as  unto  carnal,  even  as  unto  babes  in  Cbrift.  I 
have  fed  you  with  milk,  and  not  with  meat:  for  hitherto  ye  were 
not  able  to  bear  it,  neither  yet  now  are  ye  able.  Heb.  v.  iz, 13,14. 
For  when  for  the  time  ye  ought  to  be  teachers,  ye  have  need  that 
one  teach  you  again  which  be  the  firft  principles  of  the  oracles  of 
God;  and  are  become  fuch  as  have  need  of  milk,  and  not  of  ftrong 
meat.  For  every  one  that  ufeth  milk  is  unfkilfui  in  the  word  of 
rightcoufnefs:  for  he  is  a  babe.  But  ftrong  meat  belongeth  to 
them  that  are  of  full  age,  even  thofe  who,  by  reafon  of  ufe,  have 
their  fenfes  exercifed  to  difcern  both  good  and  evil.  And  vi.  I, 
Therefore  leaving  the  principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Chrift,  let  us 
go  on  unto  perfection:  not  laying  again  the  foundation  of  repen- 
tance from  dead  works,  and  of  faith  towards  God,  &c.  I  John  if. 
12,  13.  I  write  unto  you,  little  children, becauie  your  fins  are  for- 
given you  for  his  name's  fake.— I  write  unto  you  little  children, 
becaufe  ye  have  known  the  father, 

d  2-  Cor.  iv.  3,  4,  But  if  our  gofpel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that 
are  loft  :  in  whom  thegod  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of 
them  which  believe  not,  left  the  light  of  the  giorious  gofpel  of 
Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  fhould  iliine  unto  them. 
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The  Believer's  Lodging  and  Inn  --while 
on  earth  ; 

C     R, 

A   Poem  and  Paraphrafe 
Upon  Pfalm  lxxxiv. 

Ver.  i.  flow amiable  are  thy tabernacles \  0  Lord  of  hefts* 

Jehovah,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Giioft, 
Sole  Monarch  of  the  universal  hoft, 
Whom  the  attendant  armies  dill  revere, 
Which  in  bright  robes  furround  the  higher  fphere  j 
Whofe  fov'reign  empire  fways  the  hellifh  band 
Of  ranked  legions  in  th' infernal  land; 
Who  hold'ft  the  earth  at  thy  unrivall'd  beck. 
And  ftay'ft  proud  forces  with  a  humbling  check  ; 
Ev'n  thou  whofe  name  commands  an  awful  dread, 
Yet  deigns  to  dwell  with  man  in  very  deed; 
O  what  refrefhment  fills  the  dwelling  place 
Of  thine  exuberant  unbounded  grace! 
Which  with  fweet  pow'r  does  joy  and  piaife  extort, 
In  Zion's  tents,  thine  ever  lov'd  refort: 
Where  glad'ning  ftreams  of  mercy  from  above 
Make  fouls  brim-full  cf  warm  feraphic  love. 
Of  fweeteft  odours  all  thy  garments  fmells  \  ^ 

Thy  difmal  abfence  proves  a  thoufand  hells,  > 

But  heaven's  of  joy  are  where  thine  honour  dwells,  j 

Ver.  2.  My  foul  longeth,  yea,  even  faiuteth  for  the  courts 
of  the  Lord s  my  heart  and  my  flejlj  crieth  out  for  the 
living  God. 

Therefore  on  thee  I  centre  my  defire, 
Which  veh'memly  burfts  out  in  ardent  fire. 
Deprived,  ah!   I  languiih  in  my  plaint, 
My  bones  are  feeble,  and  my  fpirits  faint. 

CL4 
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My  longing  foul  pants  to  behold  again 

Thy  temple  filPd  with  thy  majcftic  train  ; 

Thofe  palaces  with  heav'nly  odour  ftrew'd, 

And  regal  courts,  where  Zion's  King  is  view'd : 

To  fee  the  beauty  of  the  higheft  One, 

Upon  his  holy  mount,  his  lofty  throne  : 

Whence  virtue  running  from  the  living  Head 

Reftores  the  dying,  and  revives  the  dead. 

For  him  my  heart  with  cries  repeated  founds, 

To  which  my  flem  with  echoes  loud  rebounds ; 

For  him,  for  him,  whofe  life  in  death  can  give.        "1 

Fo r  him,  for  him,  whofe  fole  prerogative.  > 

Is  from  and  to  eternity  to  live.  j 

Ver.  3.  Tea,  the /parrow  hath  found  an  houfey  and  the 
/wallow  a  neft  for  her/elf  where  Jbe  may  lay  her  young, 
even  thine  altars ,  0  Lord  of  ho/Is,  my  King  and  my 

1    God. 

Alas  !  how  from  thy  lovely  dwellings  I, 
Long  baniuYd,  do  the  happy  birds  envy, 
Which,  choofing  thy  high  altars  for  their  neft, 
On  rafters  of  thy  tabernacle  reft  ! 
Here  dwells  the  /parrow  of  a  chirping  tongue, 
And  here  the  /wallow  lays  her  tender  young  : 
_Faint  facrilege !   they  feize  the  facred  fpot, 
And  feem  to  glory  o'er  my  abfent  lot. 
Yet  fure  I  have  more  fpecial  right  to  thee 
Than  all  the  brutal, hofts  of  earth  and  fea : 
That  Sov'reign,  at  whofe  government  they  bow, 
Is  wholly  mine  by  his  eternal  vow  > 
My  King  to  rule  my  heart,  and  quell  my  foes,  "> 

My' God  t?  extracT:  my  well  from  prefent  woes  V 

And  crown  with  endlefs  glory  at  the  clofe.  J 

Ver.  4.    Ble/fed  are  they  that  dwell  in  thy  hou/e :  they 
will  be  fill  prafing  thee. 

O  happy  they  that  haunt  thy  houfe  below, 
And  to  thy  royal  fan&uary  flow *. 


Part  IV.  The  Believer's  Lodging.  243 

Not  for  itfelf,  but  for  the  glorious  One, 
Who  there  inhabits  his  erected  throne  ! 
Others  pafs  by,  but  here  their  dwelling  is  ! 
()  happy  people  crown'd  with  bays  of  blifs  ! 
Blefs'd  with  the  fplendici  luftre  of  his  face, 
Blefs'd  with  the  high  melodious  found  of  grace, 
That  wakens  fouls  into  a  fweet  amaze, 
And  turns  their  fpirits  to  a  harp  of  praife  ; 
Which  loudly  makes  the  lower  temple  ring 
With  hallelujahs  to  the  mighty  King: 
And  thus  they  antedate  the  nobler  long 
Of  that  celeftial  and  triumphant  throng, 
Who  warble  notes  of  praife  eternity  along. 

Ver.  5.  Blefftd  is  the  man  whofe  Jlrength  is  in  thee  : — 

What  weights  of  blifs  their  happy  fhoulders  load, 
Whofe  firength  lies  treafur'd  in  a  potent  God  ? 
Self-drained  fouls,  yet  flowing  to  the  brim, 
Becaufe  void  in  themfelves,  but  full  in  him. 
Adam  the  firft  difcufs'd  their  (lock  of  ftrength, 
The  fecond  well  retriev'd  the  fum  at  length  ; 
Who  keeps  't  himfelf  a  furer  hand  indeed, 
To  give  not  as  they  lift,  but  as  they  need. 
When  raging  furies  threaten  fudden  harms, 
He  then  extends  his  everlafting  arms  ; 
When  Satan  drives  his  pointed  fiery  darts, 
He  gives  them  courage  and  undaunted  hearts 
To  quell  his  deadly  force  with  divine  (kill, 
And  adds  new  ftrength  to  do  their  Sov'reign's  will : 
When  fore  harafs'd  by  fome  outrageous  luft,  1 

He  levelling  its  pow'r  unto  the  duft  > 

Makes  faints  to  own  him  worthy  of  their  truft.         J 

Ver.  6.  In  whofe  hearts  are  the  ways  of  them ,  who  paf- 
Jing  through  the  valley  of  Baccay  male  it  a  well :  the 
rain  aljo  fillet h  the  pools. 

Such  heav'n-born  fouls  are  not  to  earth  confin'd, 
Truth's  high-way  nils  his  elevated  mind: 
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They,  bound  for  Zion,  prefs  with  forward  aim, 

As  Ifr'els  males  to  old  Jerufalem. 

Their  holy  path  lies  through  a  parched  land, 

Through  oppofitions  numerous  and  grand. 

Traverfing  fcorched  defarts,  ragged  rocks, 

And  Bacca's  withered  vale,  like  thirfty  flocks  : 

Yet  with  unfhaken  vigour  homeward  go, 

Net  mov'd  by  all  oppofing  harms  below. 

They  digging  wells  on  this  Gilboa  top, 

The  vale  of  Achor  yields  a  door  of  hope : 

For  Heav'n  in  plenty  does  their  labour  crown, 

By  making  filver  (how'rs  to  trickle  down  ; 

Till  empty  pools  imbibe  a  pleafaut  fill,  ") 

And  weary  fouls  are  heart'ned  up  the  hill,  > 

By  maffy  drops  of  joy  which  down  diftiil.  j 

Ver.  7.  They  go  from  ftrength  to  ftrength  ^  every  one  of 
them  in  T^ion  appeareth  before  God* 

Thus  they,  refreshed  by  fuperior  aid, 
Are  not  defatigated  nor  difmay'd  ; 
Becaufe  they  are,  O  truth  of  awful  dread  ! 
As  potent  as  Jehovah  in  their  Head. 
Hence  they  fhall  travel  with  triumphant  minds, 
In  fpite  of  ragged  paths  and  boift'rous  winds. 
The  rougheft  ways  their  vigour  ne'er  abates, 
Each  new  aflault  their  ftrength  redintegrates. 
When  they  through  mortal  blows  feem  to  give  o'er, 
Their  ftrength  by  intermitting  gathers  more. 
And  thus  they,  with  unweary'd  zeal  endu'd, 
Still  as  they  journey  have  their  ftrength  renew'd 
So  glorious  is  the  race,  that  once  begun 
Each  one  contends  his  fellow  to  outrun  ; 
Till  all  uniting  in  a  glorious  band,  "\ 

Before  the  Lamb's  high  throne  adoring  (land,  > 

And  harp  his  lofty  praife  in  Zion-land  j 

Ver.  8.   O  Lord  God  of  hoJhy  hear  my  prayer  :  give  ear f 
0  God  of  Jacob. 
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Great  God  of  num'rous  hods,  who  reigns  alone 
The  iule  pofleffoT  of  th'  imperial  throne  ; 
Since  mental  tafles  of  thy  delicious  grace 
So  fweetly  reliin  in  thy  holy  pb.ee, 
This  is  the  fubjeet  of  my  tabled  prr.y'r, 
To  have  the  vifion  of  thy  glory  there. 
O  let  my  cry  pierce  the  ethereal  frame, 
And  mercy's  echo  follow  down  the  fame. 
Orrmifcient  Being,  favour  my  defire, 
Hide  not  thy  goodnefs  in  paternal  ire  : 
JWTiV,  thou  hattgiv'n  in  an  eternal  hand 
To  Jacob  and  his  fzed  thy  royal  hand, 
And  promis'dby  thy  facred  Deity.  J 

His  King  and  covenanted  God  to  be  :  s 

Therefore  my  hopes  are  center'd  all  in  thee.  J 

Ver.  9.  Behold y   0  God>  our  Jhield;  and  look  upon  the 
face  of  thine  anointed. 

Omnipotent,  whofe  armour  none  can  wield, 
Zion's  great  buckler  and  defenfive  Ihield  \ 
Thy  pure  untainted  eyes  cannot  behold 
Deformed  mortals  in  their  finful  mold, 
Unlefs  their  names  be  graved  on  the  bread 
Of  Zion'sholy  confecrated  Priefl. 
When  they  his  white  and  glorious  garment  wear, 
Then  fin  and  guilt  both  wholly  disappear: 
Becaufe  overwhelmed  in  the  crimfon  Hood, 
And  ocean  of  a  dying  Surety's  blood  : 
They  alfo,  veiled  with  his  radiant  grace, 
Reflecl  the  luftre  of  his  holy  face. 
They're  not  themfelves  now,  but  divinely  trim, 
For  wholly  what  they  are,  they  are  in  him : 
And  hence  Jehovah's  all-difcernirig  eye  ~) 

Cannot  in  them  efpy  deformitv.  > 

Then  look  on  him,  Lord*  and  in  him  on  me.  J 

Ver.  I c.   For  a  day  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thoufand ; 
I  had  rather  be  a  door-keeper  in  the  hottfe  of  my  God, 
7  in  the  tents  of  luickedriefs. 
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May  I  pofTefs,  as  thy  domeftic  child, 
The  houfe  that  by  Jehovah's  name  is  dyl'd  : 
For  royal  glories  deck  thofe  courts  of  thine, 
Which  with  majedic  rays  fo  brightly  fhine, 
That  ihould  my  mind  prefent  an  earth  of  gold, 
As  full  of  worldly  joys  as  earth  can  hold  : 
Sweet  grace  fo  fills  thy  houfe,  I'd  grudge  to  fparc 
One  moment  here,  for  thoufand  ages  there. 
No  earthly  object  fhali  my  love  confine, 
That  Being  which  pofleffes  all,  is  mine, 
My  fpirit  therefore  rather  would  embrace 
The  meanelt  office  in  his  holy  place, 
And  by  the  threfhold  of  his  houfe  within, 
Than  fit  in  fplendouron  a. throne  of  fin, 
In  Jefus'  courts  I'd  choofe  the  lowed  place, 
At  his  faints  feet,  fo  I  might  fee  his  face. 
Yea,  tho'  my  lamp  of  outward  peace  ihould  burn    ^ 
Mod  brightly,  yet  I  would  inceflant  mourn,    ;  > 

While  in  a  wicked  Mefech  I  fojourn.  j 

Ver.  r  I.  For  the  Lord  God  is  a  fun  and  fhield :  the  Lord 
will  give  grace  and  glory  ;  no  good  thing  will  he  with* 
hold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly* 

For  God  the  Lord,  whofe  courts  I  love  to  haunt, 
Is  ev'ry  thing  that  empty  fouls  can  want ; 
A  fun  for  light,  a  fhield  for  ftrength;  yea,  more, 
On  earth  he  gives  his  grace,  in  heav'n  his  glore. 
This  radiant  fun,  of  life  and  light  the  fource, 
Scatters  the  fhades  by  circumambient  courfe; 
Yea,  guides  bemided  fouls  with  heartfome  beams* 
And  glorioufly  irradiating  gleams.     ; 
This  maffy  fhield  is  polifh'd  bright  with  pow'r, 
For  helping  weaklings  in  a  per'lous  hour. 
Here's  all  that  weary  travellers  would  have, 
A  fun  to  chcrifh,  and  a  fhield  to  fave. 
Grace  alfo  here  is  giv'n  t'  adorn  the  foul, 
And  yield  to  glory  in  the  heav'nly  pole« 
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'1  divine  treafure  to  the  faint  is  due; 
Nothing's  deny'd,  if  truth  itfelf  be  true. 
The  treafure  is  fo  vaft  it  can't  be  told  •, 
Nothing  that  God  can  give  will  God  with-hold. 
To  whom  he  doth  his  faving  grace  impart, 
To  them  he  gives  himfelf,  his  hand,  his  heart ; 
Uprightnefs  too  of  heart  and  life  does  fall 
Unto  their  mare,  who  having  him,  have  all. 
In  them  the  grace  he  gives,  he  ftill  regards  ; 
Gives  holinefs,  and  then  his  gift  rewards. 
For  to  his  own  upright  and  divine  brood  p 

He's  bound  to  grant  ev'n  all  that's  great  and  good, > 
By's  own  fure  word,  firm  oath,  and  facred  blood,     j 

Ver.  12.   0  Lord  ofhojls%  blejfcd  is  the  man  that  trujietb 
in  thee. 

O  then,  Jehovah,  God  of  armies  ftrong, 
To  whom  the  pow'rs  of  earth  and  heav'n  belong; 
How  vaftly  blefledis  the  fixed  man, 
Who  by  a  firm  fiducial  boldnefs  can, 
Through  grace  and  ftrength  difpenftd  from  above, 
So  fweeify  fcan  the  height  of  divine  love, 
As  to  derive  his  comfort  wholly  thence, 
And  on  this  rock  to  found  his  confidence  ! 
Whofe  faith  has  rear'd  up  for  a  firm  abode 
A  liable  building  on  a  living  God  ? 
Who,  fpoii'd  of -human  props  both  great  andfmall, 
Does  choofe  a  triune  Deity  for  all  ? 
"What  fcrolls  of  blifs  are  in  this  All  inroll'd, 
Is  too  fublime  for  feraphs  to  unfold. 
Silt,  human  wifdom,  in  a  deep  amaze!  ~) 

Let  rapid  floods  of  life  his  glory  raife,  > 

Till  time  be  drown'd  in  his  eternal  praife.  -) 
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A  fourfold  ^xercife  for  the  Believer  in. 
his  Lodging  on  Earth. 

L  The   II  0  L  r   LA  IV; 


The  Ten  Commandments,  Exod.  xx.  3, —  1 7^ 

f .  TWTO  God  but  me  thou  (halt  adore. 

2.  Xlj    ^°  image  frame  to  bow  before. 

3.  My  holy  name  take  not  in  vain. 

4.  My  facred  Sabbath  don't  profane. 

5.  To  parents  render  due  refpe£L 

6.  All  murder  fhun,  and  malice  check. 

7.  From  filth  and  whoredom  bafe  abftain. 

8.  From  theft  and  alLunlawful  gain. 

9.  Falfe  witnefs  flee,  and  fland'ring  fpite. 
10.  Nor  covet  what's  thy  neighbour's  right* 

IJ.  The  UNBOLT  HEART,  the  direB  oppoftte  to 
God's  holy  and  righteous  law,  Rom.  vii.  14. 

O    R, 

The  knowledge  of  fin  by  the  law,  Rom.  iij.  20«  . 

1.  "|k  /FY  heart's  to  many  god's  a  flave, 
a.  J[/fJL  Of  imagery  an  hideous  cave. 

3.  An  hoard  of  God-difhon'ring  crimes. 

4.  A  wafter  bafe  of  holy  times.. 

5.  A  throne  of  pride  and  felf-co'nceit. 

6.  A  flaughter-houfe  of  wrath  and  hate. 

7.  A  cage  of  birds  and  thoughts  unclean. 
8.' A  den  of  thieves  and  frauds  unfeen- 
9.  An  heap  of  calumnies  unfpent. 

10.  A  gulf  of  greed  and  difcontent. 
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III.  The   GLORIOUS   GOSPEL; 

0    R, 

Chrift  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs,  Rom.  x.  4. 

And  the  abfolute  need  of  this  remedy  inferred  from 
the  premiSes. 

HENCE  I  conclude  and  clearly  fee, 
There's  by  the  law  no  life  for  me  ; 
Which  damn's  each  fcul  to  endlefs  thrall, 
Whofe  heart  and  life  fulfils  not  all. 
What  fhall  I  do,  unlefs  for  bail 
1  from  the  law  to  grace  appeal  ? 
She  reigns  through  Jefus'  righteoufnefs, 
Which  giving  juiiice  full  redrefs, 
On  grace's  door,  this  motto  grav'd, 
Let  fin  be  damn'd>  andfnnersfavd. 
O  wifdom's  deep  myfterious  way! 
Lo,  at  this  door  I'il  waiting  flay, 
Till  fin  and  hell  both  pafs  away. 
But  in  this  blifs  to  ftiew  my  part, 
Grant,  through  thy  law  grav'd  in  my  heart, 
My  life  may  (hew  thy  graving  art. 

IV.  The  PRATER  cf  F  Aim. 

Which  may  be  conceived  in  the  following  words  of  3 
certain  author. 

QJlMTtuus  in  vita\  tua  funt  men  funeray  Chrljtcx 

Day  precory  imperii  fceptra  tenere  tui. 
Cur  etenimy  moriensy  tct  vulnera  feva  tulifti$ 

Si  non  fum  regni  portio  parva  tut  ? 
Cur  rigido  Intuit  tua  vita  inclufa  fepulchro, 

Si  non  ejl  mea  mors  morte  fugata  tua  ? 
Ergo  tnibi  certain  praftes,  0  Chrifley  falutem  ; 

Meaue  tuo  ktum  f anguine  >  Chrife}jnva* 
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Which  may  be  thus  Englfhed : 

Tefus,  Fm  thine  in  life  and  death, 

Oh  let  me  conqu'ring  hold  thy  throne, 
Why  (har'd  the  crofs  thy  vital  breath, 

If  not  to  make  me  (hare  thy  crown  ? 
Why  laid  in  jail  of  cruel  grave, 

If  not  thy  death  from  death  me  free  ? 
Then,  Lord,  infure  the  blifs  I  crave, 

Seal'd  with  thy  blood,  and  fuccour  me. 

GOSPEL     SONNETS. 

PART    V. 

The  Believer's  Soliloquy;  efpecially 
in  times  of  defer lion,  temptation,  ajfUffiion^ 

SECT.    I. 

The  deferted  believer  longing  for  perfeB  freedom  from  fn? 

AH  mournful  cafe  !  what  can  afford 
Contentment,  when  an  abfent  Lord 
Will  now  his  kindnefs  neither  prove 
By  fmiles  of  grace,  nor  lines  of  love! 

What  heart  can  joy,  what  foul  can  fing, 
While  winter  over  runs  the  fpring? 
I  die,  yet  can't  my  death  condole; 
Lord,  fave  a  dying,  drooping  foul. 
In  pain,  yet  unconcern'd  I  live, 
And  languifh  when  I  (hould  believe. 
Lord,  if  thou  ceafe  to  come  and  flay, 
My  foul  in  fin  will  pine  away.  » 
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In  fin,  whofe  ill  no  tongue  can  tell, 

To  live  is  death,  to  3ie  is  hell ; 

O  fave  if  not  from  thrall's  arreft, 

Yet  fave  me,  Lord,  from  fin  at  lead. 

This  for  his  merit's  fake  I  feck,    • 

Whofe  blood  and  wounds  do  mercy  fpeak  5    ' 

Who  left  the  rank  of  glorious  choirs, 

And  heav'nly  flow'rs  for  earthly  briers. 

Our  Samfon  took  an  holy  nap 
Upon  our  feeble  nature's  lap  : 
He,  wand'ring  in  a  pilgrim's  weed, 
Did  taite  our  griefs,  to  help  our  need. 

Earth's  fury  did  upon  him  light : 
How  black  was  Herod's  cruel  fpite  ! 
Who,  to  be  fure  of  murd'ring  one, 
Left  he  be  fpar'd  did  pity  none  ! 
Hell  hunts  the  Babe  a  few  days  old, 
That  came  to  rifle  Satan's  fold  \ 
All  hands  purfu'd  him  ev'n  to  death, 
That  came  to  fave  from  fin  and  wrath, 
O  mercy  !  ignorant  of  bounds  ! 
Which  all  created  thought  confounds  ; 
He  ran  outright  a  faving  race 
For  them  that  unto  death  him  chafe. 
O  fin  !   how  heavy  is  thy  weight, 
That  prefs'd  the  glorious  God  of  might, 
Till  proftrate  on  the  freezing  ground, 
He  fweat  his  clotted  blood  around  : 

His  hand  the  pond'rous  globe  does  prop, 
This  weight  ne'er  made  him  fweat  a  drop  ; 
But  when  fin's  load  upon  him  lies, 
He  falls  and  fweats,  and  groans  and  dies. 
Alas  !   if  God  fink  under  fin, 
How  (hall  the  man  that  dies  therein  ! 
How  deeply  down,  when  to  the  load 
He  adds  the  flighted  blood  of  God  ? 
K 
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Lord,  let  thy  fall  my  rife. obtain, 
Thy  grievous  fhame  my  glory  gain  5 
Thy  crofs  my  lafting  crown  procure, 
Thy  death  my  endlefs  life  infure. 
O  fend  me  down  a  draught  of  love,. 
Or  take  me  hence  to  drink  above : 
-    Here  Marah's  water  fills  my  cup, 
But  there  all  griefs  are  fwallow'd  up, 
Love  here  is  fcarce  a  faint  defirej 
But  there  the.fpark'sa  flaming  fire. 
Joys  here  are  drops  that  paffing  flee,.. 
But  there  an  ever-flowing  fea. 
My  faith,  that  fees  fo  darkly  here, 
Will  there  refign  to  vifion  clear  9 
My  hope,  that's  here  a  weary  groan , 
Will  to  fruition  yield  the  throne. 

Here  fetters  hamper  freedom's  wing, 
But  there  the  captive  is  a  king : 
And  grace  is  like  a  bury'd  feed, 
But  finners  there  are  faints  indeed, 
Thy  portion's  here  a  crumb  at  befl> 
But  there  the  Lamb's  eternal  feaft  : 
My  praife  is  now  a  fmother'd  fire, 
But  then  I'll  (ing  and  never  tire. 
Now  dufky  fnadows  cloud  my  day, 
But  then  the  fhades  will  flee  away  : 
My  Lord  will  break  the  dimming  glafs, 
And  (hew  his  glory  face  to  face* 
My  numerous  foes  now  beat  me  down, 
But  then  111  wear  the  victor's  crown  y 
Yet  all  the  revenues  IT1  bring 
To  Zion's  everlailing  King. 
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S  E  C  T.     II. 

fl:e  deferjed  Believer's  prayer  under  complaints  of  unbelief 
darknefs%  deadnefs\  and  hardn 

WHAT  means  this  wicked,  wand'ring  heart  ? 
This  trembling  ague  of  my  foul  ? 
Would  Jefus  but  a  look  impart, 

One  look  from  him  would  make  me  whole. 

But  will  he  turn  to  me  his  face, 

From  whom  he  juitly  did  withdraw  ? 
To  me  who  flighted  all  that  grace 

I  in  my  pad  experience  faw  ? 
Lord,  for  thy  promife  fake,  return, 

Apply  thy  pard'ning,  cieanfmg  blood; 
Look  down  with  pity  on  a  worm, 

With  cov'nant-meicvdo  me  good, 
JVhen  thy  free  Sp'rit  the  word  applies, 

And  kindly  tells  me  thou  art  m:ne, 
My  faithiefs  finking  heart  replies. 

Ah,  Lord!   I  wish  I  could  Tse  thine. 
My  faith's  fo 'nigh ted  in  my  doubts, 

I  catt  the  ofFer'd  good  away  ; 
And  lofe,  by  railing  vain%difputes, 

The  wonted  blellings  of  the  day. 
Was  e'er  one  prefs'd  with  fuch  a  load, 

Or  piere'd  with  fuch  an  unfeen  dart: 
To  find  at  once  an  abient  God, 

And  yet,  alas  !   a  cardefs  heart  ? 

Such  grief  as  mine,  a  griefkfs  grief, 

Did  ever  any  mortal  share  ! 
An  hep'vlefs  hope,  a  lifelefs  life, 

Or  fuch  Unwonted  carekfs  care  ? 
'Tis  fad.  Lord  !   when  for  night's  folace, 

Nor  moon,  noi  ftarry  gleams  appear  : 
Yet  wotfe,  when  in  this  difmal  caie 

My  heart  is  hardened  from  thv  tear. 
R  2 
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'Twas  not  becaufe  no  fhow'rs  did  flow 

Of  heav'nly  manna  at  my  door  •, 
But  by  my. folly  I'm  into 

A  worfe  condition  than  before. 
Come.,  Ldrd,,  with  greater  pow'r ;  for  why, 

Mine,  fure,  is  not  a  common  cafe: 
Thou  ofFer'ft  to  unvail ;  yet  I 

Do  fcarce  incline  to  fee  thy  face. 
Such  languid  faint  defires  I  feel 

Within  this  wicked  ftupid  heart  s- 
Tfhould,  I  would,  but  that  I  will 

I  hardly  dare  with  truth  affert, 

0  to  be  free  of  that  vile  wrack; 

That  bafely  keeps  me  from  my  God  ! 

1  flee  from  thee,  Lord  ;  bring  me  baclj 

By  tender  love,  or  by  thy  rod* 

In  paths  of  righteoufnefs  direct, 

New  proofs  of  thy  remifiion  give  5 
Then  of  thy  name  I'll  mention  make 

With  grateful  praifes  while  Hive. 

On  banks  of  mercy's  boundlefs  deep, 

With  fweeter  eafe  I'll  foar  and  fing, 
Than  kings  of  feather'd  hofts,  that  fweep. 

The  oozy  fhore  with-eafy  wing. 
But  if  thy  mind  omnifcient  know 

I'm  for  this  abfent  blifs  unfit, 
Give  grace  to  hate  my  fins,  and  to 

Their  righteous  punifhment  fubmif. 
But  let  me  ne'er  thy  Spirit  lack, 

That  by  his  aid  my  pray'rs  may  come 
Before  him,  who  can  wifely  make 

Ev'n  diftance  lead  his  people  home. 
Deep  wifdom  can  my  foul  prepare 

By  prefent  woes  for  abfent  blifs. 
By  acid  griefs  that  now  I  fhare, 

He  can  convey  the  joys  I  mifs* 
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Who  all  from  nothing's  womb  difclos'd, 
Can  make  th' amazing  product  ceafe  j 

With  him  our  order  is  confus'd, 

By  him  confufion  brings  forth  peace. 

Then,  Lord,  ne'er  let  me  bafely  fpurn 

Againft  thy  fearchlefs  unknown  ways; 
But  magnify  thy  work,  and  turn 

My  groans  and  murmurs  into  praife. 
Let  me  fubmiflive,  while  I  live, 

Thy  awful  juftice  own  with  fear : 
Yet  penfive  let  me  never  grieve 

Thy  tender  mercy  by  defpair. 
Since  though  by  fin  I  foully  fwerv'd, 

And  lewdly  from  my  glory  fell, 
I'm  chaften'd  here  and  not  referv'd 

To  feel  the  weight  of  fin  in  hell. 
Thy  high  right  hand's  once  joyful  days 

In  my  diftrefs  I'll  call  to  mind  ; 
And  own  that  all  thy  darkeft  ways 

Will  clearly  prove  thee  good  and  kind. 

SECT.     III. 

The  Believer  loading  thro'  deeps  of  defertion  and corruption. 

LORD,  when  thy  face  thou  hid'ft, 
And  leav'ft  me  long  to  plore, 
I  faithlefs  doubt  of  all  thou  didft 
And  wrought'ft  for  me  before. 
No  marks  of  love  I  find, 

No  grains  of  grace,  but  wracks , 
No  track  of  heav'n  is  left  behind, 
No  groan,  no  fmoaking  flaw 
But  fay,  if  all  the  t^ufts 

And  grains  of  love  be  fpent, 
Say,  Farewell  Chrifl,  <md  welcome  he, 
Stop,  (lop;  I  melt,  I  f.iint. 
R  3 
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Lord,  yet  chou  haft:  my  heart, 
This  bargain  black  i  hate  ; 
I  dare  not,  cannot,  will  not  part 
With  thee  at  fuoh  a  rate. 
Once  like  a  father  good, 

Thou  didft:  with  grace  perfume  , 
Waft  thou  a  father  to  conclude 

With  dreaciful  judge's  doom  ? 
Confirm  thy  former  deed, 
Reform  what  is  defil'dj 
I  was,  I  am,  I'll  fiill  abide 

Thy  choice,  thy  charge,  thy  child* 
Love-feals  thou  didft  impart, 
Lock'd  up  in  mind  I  have  ; 
Hell  cannot  rafe  out  of  my  heart 

What  Heav'n  did  there  ingravc. 
Thou  once  didft  make  me  \rhole 
By  thy  almighty  hand  : 
Thou  mad'ft  me  vow  and  gift  my  foul ; 
Both  vow  and  gift  shall  ftand. 
But,  fince  my  folly  grofs 
My  joyful  cup  did  fpill, 
Make  me  the  captive  of  thy  crofs, 
Submiffive  to  thy  will. 
Self  in  myfelf  I  hate, 

That's  matter  of  my  groan  5 
Nor  can  1  rid  me  from  the  mate 
That  caufes  me  to  moan, 
O  frail,  unconftant  flesh  ! 
Soon  trapt  in  ev'ry  gin  ; 
Soon  turn'd,  o'erturn'd,  and  fo  a-fresh 
Plung'd  in  the  gulf  of  fin, 
{  Shall  I  be  Have  to  fin, 

My  Lord's  mod  bloody  foe  ! 
I  feel  its  pow'rful  fway  within, 
How  long  shall  it  be  fo  ? 
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How  long,  Lord,  shall  I  (lay? 
How  long  in  iUefech  here? 
Dishonoring  thee  from  day  to  day, 
Whofe  name's  to  me  fo  dear? 
While  fin,  Lord,  breeds  my  grief, 
And  makes  me  fadly  pine  j 
With  blinks  of  grace,  C)  grant  relief, 
Till  beams  of  glory  shine, 

SECT.    IV. 

Complaint  ofJitiyfcrroWy  and  want  of  love. 

TF  black  doom  by  defert  should  go, 

■*■     Then,  Lord,  my  due  deferr  is  death  ; 

Which  robs  from  fouls  immortal  joy, 

And  from  their  bodies  mortal  breath, 
But  in  fo  great  a  Saviour, 

Can  e'er  fo  bafe  a  worm's  annoy 
Add  any  glory  to  thy  pow'r, 

Or  any  gladnefs  to  thy  joy  ? 

Thou  juftly  may'fh  me  doom  to  death, 

And  everlaliing  flames  of  fire  ; 
But  on  a  wretch  to  pour  thy  wrath 

Can  never  fure  be  worth  thine  ire. 

Since  Jefus  the  atonement  was, 

Let  tender  mercy  me  releafe ; 
Let  him  be  umpire  of  my  caufe, 

And  pafs  the  gladfome  doom  of  peace, 
Let  grace  forgive,  and  love  forget 

My  bafe,  my  vile  apoftafy  j 
And  temper  thy  deferved  hate 

With  love  and  mercy  toward  me. 
The  ruffling  winds  and  raging  blafts 

Hold  me  in  conftant  cruel  chace  ; 
They  break  my  anchors,  fails,  and  mails, 

Allowing  no  repofing  place. 
JC-4 
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The  boift'rous  feas  with  fwclling  floods, 

On  ev'ry  fide  againft  me  fight. 
Heav'n,  overcafl  with  ftormy  clouds, 

Dims  all  the  planet's  guiding  light. 
The  hellimfurieslie  in.  wait, 

To  win  my  foul  into  their  pow'r ; 
To  make  me  bite  at  ev?ry  bait, 

And  thus  my  killing  bane  devour. 
I  lie  inchain'd  in  fin  and  thrall, 

Next  border  unto  black  defpair; 
Till  grace  reftore,  and  of  my  fall 

The  doleful  ruins  all  repair. 

My  hov-ring  thoughts  would  flee  to  glorc, 

And  neftle  fafe  above  the  Iky; 
Fain  would  my  tumbling  {hip  afhor'e 

At  that  fare  anchor  quiet  lie. 

But  mounting  thoughts  are  haled  down 

With  heavy  poife  of  corrupt  load; 
And  bluft'ring  itorms  deny  with  frown 

An  harbour  of  fecure  abode. 

To  drown  the  wight  that  wakes  tfce  blaft, 

Thy  fin-fubduing  grace  afford; 
The  ftorm  might  ceafe,  could  I  but  caft 

This  troublous  Jonah  over-board. 

Bafe  flefti,  with  flefhly  pleafures  gain'd, 

Sweet  grace's  kindly  fuit  declines; 
"When  mercy  courts  me  for  its  friend, 

Anon  my  fordid  flefli  repines* 

Soar  up,  my  foul,  to  Tabor  hill, 

Caft  off  this  lothfome  prefling  load; 

Long  is  the  date  of  thine  exile, 

While  abfent  from  the  Lord,  thy  God. 

JDote  not  on  earthly  weeds  and  toys, 
Which  do  not,  cannot  fuit  thy  tafte: 

The  flow'rs  of  everlafting  joys 
Grow  up  apace  for  thy  repaft. 


Se£h  V.  The  Believer's  Soliloquy.  259 

Sith  that  the  glorious  God  above 

In  Jefus  bears  a  love  to  thee  ; 
How  bafe,  how  fctrutifh  is  thy  love 

Of  any  being  Icfs  than  he  ? 

Who  for  thy  love  did  chufe  thy  grief, 

Content  in  love  to  live  and  die  : 
Who  lov'd  thy  love  more  than  his  life, 

And  with  his  life  thy  love  did  buy. 

Since  then  the  God  of  richelt  love 

With  thy  poor  love  enamour'd  is  ; 
How  high  a  crime  will  thee  reprove 

If  not  enamour'd  deep  with  his  ? 

Since  on  the  verdant  field  of  grace 

His  love  does  thine  fo  hot  purfue : 
Let  love  meet  love  with  chafte  embrace, 

Thy  mite  a  thoufand-fold  is  due. 

Rife  love,  thou  early  heav'n  and  fing, 

Young  little  dawn  of  endlefs  day  : 
I'll  on  thy  mounting  fiery  wing 

In  joyful  raptures  melt  away. 

SECT.     V. 

The  deferted  Soul's  prayer  for  the  Lord's  gracious  and  fin* 
fubduing  prefence. 

KIND  Jefus,  come  in  love  to  me, 
And  make  no  longer  ft  ay  ; 
Or  clfe  receive  my  foul  to  thee, 
That  breathes  to  be  away. 

A  Lazar  at  thy  gate  I  lie, 

As  well  it  me  becomes, 
For  children's  bread  aiham'd  to  cry; 

O  grant  a  dog  the  crumbs. 

My  wounds  and  rags  mv  need  proclaim, 

Thy  needful  help  infure  : 
My  wounds  be.tr  witnefs  that  Pm  lame, 

My  rags  that  I  am  poor. 
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Thou  many  at  thy  door  doft  feed 

With  mercy  when  diftreft; 
O  wilt  thou  not -{hew  an  alms  deed 

To  me  among  the  reft  ? 

None  elfe  can  give  my  foal  relief, 

None  elfe  can  eafe  my  moan, 
But  he  whofe  abfence  is  my  grief: 

AH  other  joys  he  gone. 

How  can  I  ceafe  from  fad  complaint, 

How  can!  be  at  reft  ? 
My  mind  can  never  be  content 

To  want  my  noble  gueft. 

Drop  down,  mine  eyes,  and  never  tire, 

Ceafe  not  on  any  terms, 
Until  I  have  my  hearts  defire,    , 

My  Lord  within  mine  arms. 

My  heart,  my  hand,  my  fpirits  fail, 

When  hiding  'off  he  goes  *, 
My  flefh,  my  foes,  my  lufts  prevail, 

And  work  my  daily  woes. 

When  (hall  I  fee  that  glorious  fight 

Will  all  my  fins  deftroy  ? 
That  Lord  of  love,  that  lamp  of  light, 

Will  banifh  all  annoy  ? 

O  could  I  but  from  finning  ceafe, 

And  wait  on  Pifgah's  hill, 
Until  I  fee  him  face  to  face, 
.   .Then  fhould  my  foul  be  ft  ill. 

But  fince  corruption  cleaves  to  me 

While  I  in  Kedar  dwell ; 
O  give  me  leave  to  long  for  thee, 

For  ab fence  is  a  hell. 

Thy  glory  fhould  be  dear  to  me, 

Who  me  fo  dear  haft  bought : 
O  fave  fromrend'ring  ill  to  thee 

For  good  which  thou  haft  wrought* 
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With  fear  I  crave,  with  hops  I  cry, 

Oh  promi-Al  favour  fend  •, 
Be  thou  thyfelr',  though  enangeling  \ 

Ungratefully  oirend. 
Oat  of  thy  way  remove  the  lets, 

Cleanfe  this  polluted  den  ; 
Tender  my  fairs,  cancel  my  debts  : 

Sweet  Jefus,  lay,  Amen. 

SECT.     VI. 

The  Song  cf  Htaven  defired  by  Saints  on  Earth* 

AUROR  A  vails  her  rofv  face 
When  brighter  Phoeous  takes  her  place  j 
So  glad  wih  grace  rcfign  her  room 
To  glory  in  the  heavenly  home. 
Happy  the  company  that's  gone 
From  crofs  to  crown,  from  thrall  to  throne  ; 
How  loud  they  ring  upon  the  more, 
To  which  they  fail'd  in  heart  before  ! 
BlejYd  are  the  dead,  yea,  faith  the  word, 
That  die  in  Chrijl  the  li&ng  Lord) 
And  on  the  other  fide  of  death 
Thus  joyful  fpend  their  praifing  breath: 

c<  Death  from  all  death  has  fet  us  free, 
u  And  will  our  gain  for  ever  be  ; 
"  Death  loos'd  the  ma  fly  chains  of  wo, 
"  To  let  the  mournful  captives  go. 
M  Death  is  to  us  a  fweet  repofe  ; 
11  The  bud  was  op'd  to  (hew  the  rofe *, 
w  The  cage  was  broke  to  let  us  fly, 
cc  And  build  our  happy  neft  on  high. 
cc  Lo,  here  we  do  triumphant  reign, 
"  And  joyful  fing  in  lofty  ltrain  : 
"  Lo,  here  we  rell,  an  be, 

M  Enjoying  more  than  faith  could  feec 
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*(  The  thoufandth  part  we  now  behold, 
"  By  mortal  tongues  was  never  told  \ 
"  We  got  a  tafte,  but  now  above 
"  We  forage  in  the  fields  of  love. 

<c  Faith  once  dole  down  adiftant  kifs. 
u  Now  love  cleaves  to  the  cheek  of  blifs : 
"  Beyond  the  fears  of  more  mifhap 
a  We  gladly  reft  in  glory's  lap. 

m  u  Earth  was  to  us  a  feat  of  war, 
"  In  thrones  of  triumph  now  we  are. 
"  We  long'd  to  fee  our  Jefus  dear, 
"  And  fought  him  there,  but  find  him  here, 

«c  We  walk  in  white' without  annoy, 
"  In  glorious  galleries  of  joy : 
((  And  crown'd  with  everlafting  bays, 
t(  ^\re  rjvai  Cherubs  in  their  praife. 

cc  No  longer  we  complain  of  wants, 
**  We  fee  the  glorious  King  of  faints, 
«  Amidft  his  joyful  hofts  around, 
<c  With  all  the  divine^lory  crown'd* 

«  We  fee  him  at  his  table  head 
"With  living  water,  living  bread, 
**  His  cheerful  guefts  incefiant  load 
«  With  all  the  plenitude  of  God. 

**  We  fee  the  holy  flaming  fires, 
"  Cherubic  and  feraphic  quires ; 
fC  And  gladly  join  with  thofe  on  high, 
"  To  warble  praife  eternally. 

« *  Glory  to  God  that  here  we  came, 
€t  And  glory  to  the  glorious  Lamb. 
*€  Our  light,  our  life,  our  joy,  our  all 
"Is  in  our  arms,  and  ever  lhall. 

cc  Our  Lord  is  ours,  and  we  are  his  j 
*'  Yea,  now  we  fee  him  as  he  is: 
"  And  hence  we  like  unto  him  are, 
"  And  full  his  glorious  image  fhare,  ' 
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"  No  darknefs  now,  no  difmal  night, 
"  No  vapour  intercepts  the  light ; 
"  We  fee  for  ever  face  to  face, 
4i  Thehigheft  Prince  in  higheft  place.  • 

-    (i  This,  this,  does  heav'n  enough  afford, 
"  We  are  for  ever  with  the  Lord: 
"  We  want  no  more,  for  all  is  giv'n ; 
"  His  prefence  is  the  heart  of  heav'n." 

While  thus  I  laid  my.lift'ning  ear 
Clofe  to  the  door  of  heav'n  to  hear; 
And  then  the  facred  page  did  view, 
Which  told  me  all  I  heard  was  true  ; 

Yet  fhew'd  me  that  the  heav'nly  fong 
Surpaffes  every  mortal  tongue, 
With  fuch  unutterable  drains 
As  none  in  fett'ring  flefh  attains  : 

Then  faidl,   "  O  to  mount  away, 
cc  And  leave  this  clog  of  heavy  clay  ! 
M  Let  wings  of  time  more  hafty  fly, 
«  Tha,t  I  may  join  the  fongs  on  high." 
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GOSPEL     SONNETS, 

fART    VI. 

jTZ;*?  Believer's  Principles, 


CONCERNING 


i.  Creation  and  Redemption. 

2.  Law  and  Gospel. 

3.  Justification  and  Sanctification* 

4.  Faith  and  Sense. 

5.  Heaven  and  Earth. 

CHAP.     L 

The  Believer's  Principles  concerning  Cre* 
ation  and  Redemption  ;  or,  Some  of  the  firfl 
Principles  of  the  Oracles  of  God. 

SEC  T.    I. 

Of    CREATION. 

The  firft  chapter  of  Genefis  compendized*  or,  the  firfl 
feven  days  work,  from  the  following  Latin  lines, 
Englifhed. 

T>RIMA  dies  ccelumy  fe3  terram,  lucemque>  creavit* 

Altera  dijlendit  fpatium^  di [crimen  aquarian. 
Tertia  fecernens  undasy  dat  gramina  terris. 
^uarta  ere  at  [ohm  and  lunam,  cte'lejiiaque  aflra. 
^uinta  dedit  pifces,  eadem  genus  omne  volant  um. 
Sex  la  tulit  pecudes,  hominem  quoque  quern  Deus  ipfe 
Condidit  ;  inde  ope r is  requies  lux  feptima  fuljit. 
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In  Englijh  thus. : 

1.  The  firft  day  heav'n,  earth,  light,  Jehovah  fent. 

2.  The  next,  a  water  fund'ring  nrmament. 

3.  The  third  ttfrade  dry  land  lpring  with  ilow'ry  pride. 

4.  The  fourth  fet  up  bright  lamps  time  to  divide. 

5.  The  fifth  brought  fwimmmg  fifti  and  flying  to  .vl. 

6.  The  filth,  earth's  herds,  and  man  to  bear  the  rul  *. 

7.  The  feyenth  brought  fottn.  no  m-re,  yet  brought  the 
The  lab'ring  creature's  and  Creator's  reit.        [&ftj 

Or  thus  : 

The  Hrft  day  at  Jehovah's  word, 
Did  heav'n,  and  earth,  and  light  afford* 

The  next,  a  firmament  fo  wide 
As  might  the  water's  courfe  divide. 

The  third,  levering  land  from  feas, 

Made  earth  produce  herbs,  grafs,  and  trees. 

The  fourth,  fun,  moon,  and  ftars  of  light, 
Set  up  to  rule  the  day  and  night. 

The  fifth  made  fifh  in  depths  to  move,     . 
And  fowls  to  fly  in  air  above. 

The  fixth  all  earthly  beads  did  bring, 
And  man  to  be  the  creature's  king. 

The  feyenth  -r  all  thefe  days  the  bed, 
Was  made  for  God  and  man  to  rtjh 

Redemption-woik  doth  bring  again 
The  firft  of  thefe  to  be  the  main, 

Fetching  new  heavtis  and  earth  in  G 
And  immortality  to  light. 

Since  then  the  firft  is  now  the  frefr, 
Keep  well  this  pledge  of  endlefsVj /?, 
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The  Sum  of  CREATION. 

All  things  from  nothing,  to  their  Sov'reign  Lord 
Obedient  rofe  at  his  commanding  word. 
Fair  in  his  eye  the  whole  creation  flood  ; 
Hefaw  the  building  and  pronounc'd  it  good. 

And  row  each  work  (while  nature's  fabric  (lands) 
Loud  for  its  wife  and  mighty  Lord  demands 
£  rent  of  praife,  a  loud  and  lofty  fong, 
From  ev'ry  rational  beholder's  tongue, 

*  S  E  C  T.     II. 

Of  REDEMPTION. 

The  myftery  of  the  Redeemer's  incarnation;  or,  God 
manifested  in  the  flefh,  i  Tim.  iii.  16.  John  i.  14. 

•    "^S""TT  7"H x-\ T  though  the  waters,  (truck  with  dread, 
V  v      Rife  up  and  form  a  pyramid  ? 
Though  floods  fhould  gufh  from  rocks  and  (tones, 
Or  living  fouls  from  wither'd  bones  ? 

To  hear  of  an  incarnate  God, 
Is  yet  more  Wonderful  and  odd  ; 
Or  to  behold  how  God  mod  high 
Gould  in  our  nature  breathe  and  die. 

What  though  the  bright  angelic  forms 
Degraded  were  to  crawling  worms? 
Thefe  creatures  were  but  creatures  (till, 
Transform'd  at  their  Creator's  will. 

Though  creatures  change  a  thoufand  ways/ 
It  cannot  fuch  amazement  raife, 
Nor  fuch  a  fcene  as  this  difplay, 
Th'  eternal  Word  a  piece  of  clay. 

God-man  a  ftrange  contexture  fiVd  ; 
Yet  not  confufed  nor  commix'd  ; 
Yet  Hill  a  myftery  great  and  frefli, 
A  Spirit  jniinite  made/iV/fr. 
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What  though  when  fjotbinghezrd  his  call, 
Nothing  obey'd  and  brought  forth  all  ? 
What  though  he  nothing's  brood  maintain, 
Or  all  annihilate  again  ? 
Let  nothing  into  being  pafs, 
Or  back  again  to  what  it  was  ? 
But,  lo  !   the  God  of  beings  here, 
As  turn'd  to  nothing  doth  appear. 
All  heavVs  aftonifh'd  at  his  form, 
The  mighty  God  became  a  worm. 
Down  Arian  pride  to  him  fhall  bow, 
He's  Jefus  and  Jehovah  too. 

The  Sum  of  REDEMPTION. 

With  haughty  mind  to  Godhead  man  afpir'd, 
With  loving  mind  our  manhood  God  defir'd  : 
Man  was  by  pride  from  place  of  pleafure  chas'd, 
God-man  by  love  in  greater  pleafure  plac'd. 
Man  feeking  to  afcend  procur'd  our  fall* 
God  yielding  to  defcend  remov'd  our  thrall: 
The  judge  was  caft,  the  guilty  to  acquit, 
The  Sun  defac/d  to  lend  the  (hades  the  light. 

,      SECT.     III. 
The  REDEEMER'S  WORK; 


Christ  all  in  all,  and  our  complete  Redemt; 
A  Gofpel-Catechifmy^r  young  Chrijlians. 

Qrfejlicn. 

KIND  teacher,  may  I  come  to  learn 
In  this  abrupt  addrefs, 
By  framing  queftions  that  concern 
My  er.dlefs  happinefs  f 
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Anjkver. 
Yea,  child;  but  if  you'd  learn  to  run 

The  great  falvation-race, 
Know  that  the  name  of  Chrift  alone 

Can  anfwer  ev'ry  cafe. 

J£.  By  fin,  my  God  and  all  is  loft, 

O  where  may  God  be  found? 
A.  In  Chrift  \  for  fo  the  Holy  Ghoft 

Shews  by  the  joyful  foun-d."  4^. 

3.  But  how  will  God  with  fiuful  me 

Again  be  reconcil'd  ? 
A.  In  Chrift,  in  whom  his  grace  to  thee 

And  favour  is  revealM. 

■gjh  O  how  ffiall  I  a  (barer  prove, 

And  fee  his  glorious  grace  ? 
A,  In  Chrift,  the  image  of  his  love, 

And  brightnefs  of  his  face. 

^K  Where  fhall  I  feek  all  divine  ftore, 

And  without  fail  obtain; 
A  In  Chrift,  in  whom  for  evermore- 

His  fulnefs  does  remain. 

j^  But  how  {hall  I  efcape  and  flee 

Th'  avenging  wrath  of  God  ? 
A.  In  Chrift,  who  bore  upon  the  tr<fe 

That  whole  amazing  load. 

£$j  Alas  !   Fm  daily  apt  to  ftray, 

How  fhall  I  heav'nward  make  ? 
A.  Through  Chrift  the  cpnjl  crated  way, 
,    Defign'd  for  thee  to  take. 

<$K  Ah  !  where's  my  title,  right,  or  claim 

To  that  eternal  blifs  ? 
A.  In  Chrift  alone,  that  glorious  name, 

The  Lord  our  right  eoufnefs. 
£K  But  who  unfit  can  enter  there, 

Or  with  fuch  nafty  feet  ? 
A.  Chrift  by  his  blood  prefents  thee  fair, 

His  Spirit  makes  thee  meet. 
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££.  But  may'nt  my  fpirit,  weak  as  grafs, 

Fail  ere  it  reach  the  length  ? 
A.  Jefusthe  Lord  thy  righteoufnefs 
ill  be  the  Lord  thy  jlrength. 

j§>.  Mayn't  hellifh  hofts,  and  wicked  foe?*. 

Sore  by  the  way  moieft  ? 
A.  Chrift  is  a  friend  to  bridle  thofe, 

And  give  the  weary  rejl. 

JfJ.  Mayn't  guilty  confcicnce  loudly  brandy 

And  all  my  comfort  chace  ? 
A.  Chrift  with  a  pardon  in  his  hand 

Can  (hew  his  fmiling  face. 

§K  But  how  can  divine  mercy  vent, 
Where  fins  are  great  and  throng  ? 
A.  Chrift  is  the  channel  with  defcen? 
-    That  mercy  runs  along. 

£K  But  may  notyf//?/V*interpofe, 

And  (land  in  mercy's  way  ? 
A.  Jcfus  did  all  the  debt  thou  owes 

To  divine  juftice  pay. 
j3>.  Where  fhall  mine  eyes  the  pardon  fpy, 

Unto  my  faving  good  ? 
A.  In  Chrift's  ffceeprotnife  fee  it  lie, 

In  his  atoning  blood. 
Q  What  ground  have  I  to  truft  and  fay, 

The  promife  is  not  vain  ? 
A.  In  Chrift  the  promifes  are  Tea, 

In  him  they  are  Amen. 

§>.  But  where  is  Chrift  himfelf,  O  where 

With  promifes  fo  fweet  ? 
A.  Chrift's  in  the  promifes,  and  there 

Thy  faith  and  he  may  meet. 
£K  Is  Chrift  iti  them,  and  they  in  Chrift  ? 

How  fhall  I  this  c^efqry  ? 
A.  His  blood  and  Spirit  therein  lift 

To  feal  «ind  to  apply, 

S  2 
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£K  'Gainft  legal  fiery  threats  of  wrath,  - 

Pray,  what  defence  is  beft  ? 
A.  Chiift's  full  obedience  eyM  by  faith  \ 

There  (hould  the  guilty  reft. 
j^  But  how  (hall  faith-  be  had  ?  Alas  I 

I  find  I  can't  believe. 
A.  Chrift  is  the  author  of  that  grace, 

And  faith  is  his  to  give. 
j5.  Ah  !  -when  may  faxthlefs  I  expe£l . 

He'll  fuch  a  blifs  bequeath  ? 
A.  He  will  of  unbelief  convift, 

And  pave  the  way  for  faith. 
i?;  Repentance  muft  attend,  but  whence 

Shall  I  this  grace  receive  ? 
A.  Chrift  is  exalted  as  a  prince 

All  needful  grace  to  give. 
j^%  How  can  fo  vile  a  Jump  of  dud 

J^eart-holinefs  expecT:  ? 
A.  Chrift  by  his  holy  Spirit  muft 

Th^'s  gradual  change  effect. 
S$j  How  ill  all  I  do  the  works  aright, 

I'm  daily  bound  unto  ? 
A.  Chrift  in  thee,  by  his  Spirit's  mighty. 

Works  both  to  will  and  do. 
'  ^.  How  fliall  m-y  maladies  be  heaPd, 

So  fore  niolefting  me  ? 
A,  Chrift  is  the  great  Phyfician  feal'd, 

The  Lord  that  healeth  thee. 
®K  By  prayer  I  ought  to  feek  his  face, 

This  courfe  how  {hall  I  drive  ? 
A.  Tis  ChrHLaione  that  has  the  grace 

And  fp'rit  of  prayer  to  give, 
j^.  Salvation-work  is  great  and  high, 

Alas  !  what  fliall  I  do  ? 
A.  Chrift  as  the  Alpha  thereof  eye, 

And  the  Omega  too. 
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Q  What  pillar  then  is  mod  fecure 

To  build  my  hope  upon  i 
A*  Chrift  only  the  foundation-fure,    * 

The  living  corner-done. 

j^.  When  I'm  with  black  pollution  ftainM, 

How  Avail  I  cleanied  be  ? 
A.  Chrift  is  a  fountain  for  that  end 

Set  open  wide  for  thee. 
®h  What  (hall  I  d6,  when  plagues  abound, 

With  fcrrowsy  griefs,  and  fears  ? 
A.  Chrift  has  a  half  am  for  thy  wounds, 

A  bottle  for  thy  tears. 
£K  But  is  there  any  help  for  one 

That  utterly  is  loft  ? 
A»  Chrift  faves  frGm  fin,  and  he  alone, 

Ev'n  to  the  ttitermcjl. 

$.  But  where  (hall  I  be  fafe  at  laft 

From  hell  and  endlefs  death  ? 
A.  Chrift  is  a  refuge  from  the  blaft 

Of  everlafting  wrath. 
£K  But  mayn't  ev'n  nat'ral  death  to  me 

Become  a  dreadful  thing  ? 
A.  Chrift  by  his  death  in  love  to  thee 

Did  ev'ry  death  unfting. 

Q.  Why,  Sir,  is  Chriii  the  whole  you  fay  ? 

No  anfwer  elfe  1  find. 
A.  Becaufe,  were  Chrift  our  all  away. 

There's  nothing  left  behind. 
^.  How  can  he  anfwer  ev'ry  cafe, 

And  help  in  ev'ry  thrall  ? 
A.  Becaufe  he  is  the  Lord  of  grace, 

Jehovah  all  in  all. 
i£\  How  is  he  prefent  to  fupply, 

"  And  to  relieve  us  thus  ? 
A.  Becaufe  his  glorious  name  is  nigh, 

Immanuel,  God  with  us. 
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*%j  Has  he  alone  all  pow'r  to  fave, 

Is  nothing  left  to  man  ? 
A.  Yea,  without  Chrifl:  we  nothing  have, 

Without  him  nothing  can. 
<%j  May'nt  fome  from  hence  take  latitude 

And  room  their  lufts  to  pleafc 
If  Chrifl  do  all,  then  very  good, 

Let  us  take  carnal  eafe. 
A.  Ch rift  will  in  flaming  vengeance  come, 

With  fury  in  his  face, 
To  damn  his  foes  that  dare  prefume, 

And  thus  abufe  his  grace. 


SECT.     IV. 

Faith  and  Woiks  both  excluded  from  the  matter  ofjujii- 
f cation  before  God,  that  redemption  may  appear  to  be 
only  in  Chrifl. 

WHO  dare  an  holy  God  addrefs, 
With  an  unholy  righteoufnefs? 
Who  can  endure  his  awful  probe, 
Without  ptrfe&ion  for  their  robe  ? 
None  could  his  great  tribunal  face, 
Were  faith  itfelf  their  faireft  drefs  : 
Faith  takes  the  robe,  but  never  brags 
Itfelf  has  ought  but.  filthy  rags. 
Faith  claims  no  (hare,  and  works  far  lefe. 
In  juftice-pleafing  righteoufnefs ; 
The  fervant  were  to  be  abhorr'd, 
Would  claim  the  glory  of  his  lord. 
Blafphemous  unbelief  may  claim 
The  praifes  of  the  worthy  Lamb  : 
But  faith  difclaiming  all  its  beft, 
Not  on  itfelf,  but  Chtift,  will  reftv 
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I'm  fav'd  and  juftify'd  by  faith, 
Which  yet  no  laving  value  hath  ; 
Nor  e'er  pretends  to  fave  from  thrall 
J3ut  in  it's  object  has  its  ail. 

'Tis  (Thrift  alone  faves  guilty  me, 
And  makes  my  right  to  life  fo  free, 
That  in  himielf  it  fb.mk  al- 
Faith  takes  the  right,  hut  gives  me  none. 

I  dare  not  act  with  this  intent, 
For  acts  of  mine  to  draw  the  rent ; 
Nor  do  good  works  with  this  defign, 
To  win  the  crown  by  works  of  mine. 
Fd  thus  the  promisM  grace  forfake, 
Nor  Jefus  tor  my  Saviour  take  •, 
Yea,  thus  would  dreadfully  pre  fume, 
And  work  mine  own  eternal  doorm 

Prefumption  cannot  rife  more  high, 
Fd  make  the  truth  of  God  a  lit, 
The  God  of  truth  a  liar  too  ; 
What  more  mifchief  could  Satan  do  f 
Why,  Fddifcredit  God's  record 
Concerning  Jefus  Chrift  the  Lord, 
His  glorious  and  eternal  Son, 
Whole  blood  has  life  eternal  won. 

In  him,  fays  God,  this  life  I  give, 
In  him  (hall  therefore  men  believei 
My  gift  embracing  in  their  arms  : 
None  fhall  be  fav'd  on  other  terms. 
Vain  man  mufl  ftoop  and  freely  take, 
Or  elfe  embrace  a  burring  lake  : 
Proud  nature  muft  fubmit  to  gr 
And  to  the  divine  righteoufm 

In  vain  on  woiks  our  hope  is  b 
Our  actions  nothing  are  but  gi 
The  bed  obedience  of  our  own 
Dare  not  appear  befoi 

Si 
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What  finite  worm  can  hear  the  load, 
The  fury  of  an  angry  God  ? 
What  mortal  vigour  can  withitand 
The  vengeance  of  his  lifted  hand  ? 
The  law  can  never  fave  us  now, 
To  damn  is  all  that  it  can  do. 
Heav'n  calls  all  righteoufnefs  of  ours  § 
The  law  of  works  is  out  of  doors. 
No  merit,  money,  npre  or  lefs, 
Can  buy  the  gift  of  righteoufnefs. 
O  may  I  take  what  heav'n  does  give  : 
Jehovah  help  me  to  believe; 
And  in  that  righteoufnefs  to  truft, 
Which  only  makes  a  finner  juft. 
And  then,  the  truth  of  faith  to  prove, 
Lord,  make  my  faith  to  work  by  love* 
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CHAP.     II.    ■ 

The  Believer's    Principles    concern- 
ing the  Lanv  and  Gojpcl ; 

PARTICULARLY,      '  __ 

1.  The  My  fiery  -^ 

2.  The  D lifer e nee  (      ,T  ,  >-, 

~    lt  >  of  1* wand  Gospel* 

3.  The  Harmony  V    J 

4.  27^  P/<^  #W  Station    J 

SECT,     I. 

The  Myftery  of  Law  a«J  Gofpel. 

THOUGH  law  commands  and  gofpel-grace 
Agree  in  mutual  joint  embrace  a  \ 
Yet  law  and  gofpel  in  a  fhock 
Can  never  draw  an  equal  yoke  h. 
The  law  of  works,  the  law  of  grace, 
Can't  ftand  together  in  one  place  ; 


a  Rom.  Jii.  31.  Do  we  then  make  void  the  law  through  faith  ? 
God  forbid:  yea,  we  eftablifh  the  law.  Gal.  iii.  21.  Is  the  law 
then  againft  the  promifes  of  God?  God  forbid:  for  if  there  had 
been  a  law  given  which  could  have  given  life,  verily  ri^hteoufnefs 
fhould  have  been  by  the  law. 

b  Pfal.  exxx.  3,  4.  If  thou,  Lord,  fhouldfc  mark  iniquities:  O 
Lord,  who  (hall  ftand  ?  But  there  i3  forgivenefs  with  thee;  that 
thou  mayeft  be  feared,  v.  7,  8.  Let  Ilrael  hope  in  the  Lord:  for 
with  the  Lord  there  is  mercy,  and  with  him  is  plenteous  redemp- 
tion. And  he  fliall  redeem  Iiratl  from  all  his  iniquitits.  And 
cxliii.  2.  O  Lord,  enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  fcrvant:  for  in 
i^ht  lhall  no  man  living  be  jufttfied.  -j.  8.  Caufe  me  to  hear 
thy  loving  kindnefs  in  the  morning,  for  in  thee  do  I  truft:  caufe 
me  to  know  the  way  wherein  1  :  1  lift  *p  my  lou< 

unto  thee. 
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The  brighter  fcene  defiroys  the  dark, 
As  Dagon  fell  before  the  ark  c. 
They  harmonize  like  marryM  pairs  dy 
Yet  are  at  odd's,  and  keep  not  fquares  e : 
As  mercy  {lands  from  merit  far, 
The  letter  and  the  fpirit  jar/. 
The  law  does  gofpeL  comforts  harm, 
The  gofpel  breaks  the  legal  arm  g  \ 


c  Rom.  vi.  14,  15.  Sin  SiajM  not  have  dominion  over  vou:  for  ye 
sue  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace,  What  then?  ihall  we  (in, 
becaufe  we  arenotunder  the  law,  but  under  grace?  God  forbid. 
Chap.  vii.  4,  5,  6.  Wherelore,  my  brethren,  ye  alfo  are  become 
dead  to  the  law  b,y  the  body  of  Chriit:  that,  ye  fhould  be  married 
to  another,  even  to  him  who  is  raifedfrom  the  dead,  that  we  fhould 
bring  forth  fruit  unto  God.  For  when  we  were  in  the  fleili,  the 
motions  of  fins  which  were  by  the  law,  did  work  in  our  members 
to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death.  But  now  we  are  delivered  from 
the  iaw,  that  being  dead  wherein  we  were  held;  that  we  fliduld 
ferve  in  newnefs  of  Spirit,  and  not  in  the  oldnefs  oi'  the  letter, 
a  Cor.  iii.  7, — 10.  But  if  the  miniflration  of  death  written  and  in- 
graven  in  ftones,  was  glorious,  fo  that  the  children  of  Ifraei  could 
not  ftedfaftly  behold  the  face  of  Mofes,  for  the  glory  of  manttrttdt^t 
nance,  which  glory  was  to  be  done  away;  how  ihall  not  the  mini- 
ftration  of  the  Spirit,  be  rather  glorious  }  For  if  the  ministration 
of  condemnation  be  glory,  much  more  doth  the  miniftratiori  of 
righteoufnefs  exceed  if*  glory.  For  even  that  which  was  made  glo- 
rious, had  no  glory  in  this  refpect.,  by  reafon  of  the  glory  that  ex- 
celleth. 

d  Gal.  iii.  24.  Wherefore  the  law  was  our  fchoolmafter  to  bring 
us  unto  Chrlft,  that  we  might  be  juftified  by  faith. 

*  Rom.  xi.  6.  And  if  [election  be]  by  grace,  then  is  it  no  more 
<Sf  works:  otherwife  grace  is  no  more  grace.  But  if  it  be  of  works, 
then  is  it  no  more  grace:  otherwife  work  is  no  more  work. 

f  %  Cor.  iii.  6.  The  latter  killeth,  but  the  fpirit  giveth  life. 

g  Heb.  ii.  15.  And  deliver  them  who  through  fear  of  death  were 
S-11  their  lifetime  iubjecTt  to  bondage.  Phil.  iii.  7,  8,  9-.  But  what 
things  were  gain  to  me,  thofe  I  counted  lois  for  Chrift.  Yes,  doubt-* 
lefs-,  and  I  count  ail  things  but  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift  Jeius  my  Lord:  for  whom  I  have  fullered  the 
lois  01  Ifci  things,  and  do  count  them  but  dung,  that  I  may  win 
Chriii,  and  be  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own  righteoufnefs, 
■which  h  of.the  law,  hut  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chri(t? 
flag  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith* 
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Yet  both  exalt  each  other's  horn, 

d  garlands  bring  their  heads  x!  adorn  h. 
I  through  the  law  a;n  dead  to  it, 
To  ic^rD  works  and  K  •:- conceit  i  j 
Yet,  io!   through  gofcehgrace  I  live, 
And  to  the  law  due  honour  givei. 

The  law  great  room  fef  bcaiting  maker, 
But  grace  mv  pride  and  boaiting  breaks/ 3 
Yet  all  my  bo  a  its  tne  iaw  does  kill  ///. 
And  grace  makes  room  to  boatt  my  nil  /;. 

The  gofpd  makes  me  keep  the  law  0, 
Yet  from  its  painful  fervicc  draw/  : 


b  Gal.  ii.  19.  For  I  through  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I 
might  live  unto  God. 

i  Rom  vii.  6.  But  now  we  are  delivered  from  the  law,  that  be* 
ing  dead  wherein  we  were  held;  that  we  iliould  fervc  in  newnefs 
oilpirit,  and  not  in  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter,  v.  9.  For  I  was  alive 
without  the  law  once:  but  when  the  commandment  came,  fin  re- 
vived, and  1  died. 

k  Rom.  vii.  4.  Wherefore,  my  brethren,  ye  alio  are  become  dead 
to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Chrift;  that  ye  lhculd  be  married  to  an- 
other, even  to  him  who  is  railed  from  the  dead,  that  we  iliould 
bring  forth  fruit  unto  God.  And  x.  4.  Chrift  is  the  end  of  the  law 
for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  believeth. 

/  Rom.  iii.  27.  Where  is  boafting  then?  It  is  excluded.  By  what 
law?  of  wi  rks?   Kay,  but  by  the  law  of  faith. 

m  Rom.  iii.  19.  Now  we  know  that  what  things  foever  the  law 
faith,  it  faith  to  them  who  are  undei  the  law:  that  every  mouth 
may  be  ftepped,  and  all  the  worid  may  become  guiitv  beiore 
God. 

n  1  Cor.  i.  29,  50,  31.  That  no  flefh  fhoulcl  glory  in  his  pre  fence. 
But  of  him  are  ye  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  of  God   is  made   unto   u* 

m,   and  rigt.troufncfs,   and   fancbi  fiction   and   re. 
that,  according  as  it  i3  written,  He  that  gloriuh,  let  him  glory  in 
ord. 
I    iii.  II,  12.   For  the  "race  of  God  that  bringeth  falv 
hath  appeared  to  all  men;  teaching  us,  that  denying  ungod Iii 
and  worldly  lulls,  we  ihould  live  ioberiy,  rightfully,  and  gotfN 
in  this  pre  I 

/>  G  aid  faft  therefore  in  the  libertv  wherein  ith  Chrift 

hath  ma Je  us  free,  and   be    l     ten  \  ae\oLewf 

hotkd  % 
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It  does  all  law-demands  fulfil  q, 

Yet  makes  them  wholly  void  and  null**. 

The  gofpel  gives  me  no  command^ 
Yet  by  obeying  it  1  (land  /, 
To  ftricl:  obedience  though  I  call  f, 
Does  bind  to  none,  but  promife  all  u» 

The  law  does  ftrift  commandment  give 
That  I  the  gofpel-news  believe  v ; 
But  yet  it  teaches  no  fuch  thing, 
Nor  e'er  could  gofpel-tidings  bring  w* 


q  Rom.  viii.  3,  4.  For  what  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was 
weak  through  the  flefh,  God  did,  fending  his  own  Son,  in  the  like- 
nefs  of  fiaful  fleih,  and  for  fin  condemned  fin  in  the  flefh:  that 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  who  walk 
not  after  the  fleili,  but  after  the  Spirit. 

r  Rom.  vi.  14.  Sin  fliall  not  have  dominion  over  you  :  for  ye 
are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace.  Gal,  iv.  4,  5.  But  when 
the  fulnefs  of  the  time  was  come,  God  lent  forth  his  Son  made  of  a 
woman,  made  under  the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the 
law. 

/Gal.  iii.  S •  And  the  fcripture forefeeing  that  God  would  juftify 
the  Heathen  through  faith,  preached  before  the  gofpel  unto  Abra- 
ham, faying,  in  thee  fliall  all  nations.be  blefled. 

s  Mark  xvi.  16,  He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized,  fliall  be  faved. 

t  2  ThefT,  i.  7,  8.  The  Lord  Jefus  fliall  be  revealed  from  hea- 
ven, with  hit'  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on 
them  that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our 
Lord  jefus  Chrift. 

u  John  iii.  17.  'Gpd  fent  not  his  Son  into  the  world  to  condemn 
the  world;  but  that  the  world  through  him  might  be  faved.  And 
xii.  47.  And  if  any  man  hear  my  words  and  believe  not,  1  judge 
him  not:  for  I  came  not  to  judge  the  world,  but  to  fave  the  world, 
Heb.  viii.  IO,  II,  12.  For  this  is  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with 
the  houfe  of  Ifrael  after  thofe  days,  faith  the  Lord;  I  will  put  my 
law6  into  their  mind,  and  write  them  in  their  hearts:  and  I  will 
be  to  them  a  God,  and  they  fliall  be  to  me  a  people.  And  they 
fliall  not  teach  every  man  his  neighbour,  and  every  man  his  bro« 
ther,  faying,  Know  the  Lord:  for  all  fliall  know  me  from  the  leaft 
to  the  greateft.  For  I  will  be  merciful  to  their  unrighteoufnefs, 
and  their  fins  and  their  iniquities  will  I  remember  no  more. 

<v  John  iii.  18.  He  that  believeth  on  him  is  not  condemned  ; 
but  he  that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already,  becaufe  he  hath 
not  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God. 

iv  Rom.  x.  5.    For  Moies  deicribeth  the  righteoufnefs  which  is 
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When  I  the  gofpel-truth  believe, 
Obedience  to  the  law  1  give  x, 
And  when  I  don't  the  law  *  obferve, 
I  from  the  gofpeh  method  fwervejr- 

Yet,  if  I  do  the  lav/f  obey, 
I  am  not  in  the  gofpel-way  z, 
"Which  does  to  new  obedience  draw  a. 
Yet  is  the  gofpel  no  new  law  b. 

As  precepts  to  the  law  belong, 
Yet  iii  the  gofpel  field  are  throng  c- 
Curs' d  ev'ry  gofpel-flighter  is  d% 
-    Yet  all  its  office  is  to  blefs  e. 


©r  the  law,  That  the  man  which  doth  thofe  things,  fhall  live  hf 
them.  And  iii.  19.  Now  we  know  that  what  things  ioever  the  law 
faith,  it  faith  to  them  who  are  under  the  law  :  that  every  mouth 
may  he  flopped,  and  all  the  world  may  become  guilty  before  Gud. 

*  John  iii.  18.  lie  that  believeth  on  hina,  is  not  condemned. 
t.  As  it  is  a  rule* 

v   1  'tu s  ii.  II,  12.   Sre  letter  O  forecited. 

•j-  Viz.  As  it  is  a  covenant. 

z  Gal.  v.  3,  4.   For  I  teftify  again  to  every  roan  that  is  circum- 
chat  he  is  a  debtor  to  doth:  whole  law.     Chrift  is  become  of 
no  effect  unto  ycu,  whoiutver  of  you  are  juitiiied  by  the  law;  ye 
_n  from  grace,  njp 

a  Rom.  xvi.  25,  26. — The  myiterjr  which  was  kept  fecret  fince 
the  world  began, — now  i?  made  manifefl,  and  b\  the  fcripturts  of 
theprophets,accordingto  the  commandment  of  thecvcr'afiingGod, 
made  kr.oWn  to  all  nations  for  the  obedience  of  faith. 

b  Gal.  iii.  21.  Is  the  law  then  againft  the  promii'es  of  God?  God 
forbid  for  if  there  had  been  a  law  given  which  could  have  given 
life,  v  rUy  1  ighteoufnefs  flionld  have  been  by  the  law. 

c  Maxtb.  v.  tjj — 48.  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  deftroy  the 
law  or  the  prophets:  I  ?.m  not  come  to  deftroy,  but  to  fulfil,  For 
verily  I  lay  unto  you,  Till  heaven  and  earth  pal's,  one  jot  or  one  t:tlc 
fhall  in  no  wife  pafs  from  the  law,  till  all  be  fuiiiilcd,  &c.  Pfah 
cxix.  76.  I  have  fem  an  end  of  all  perfection;  but  thy  command- 
ment is  exceeding  broad. 

d  Ucb.  x.  26, — 29.     For  if  we  fin  wilfully  after  that  we  have  re* 

I  thtknowledgeof  the  truth,:herereinaineth  no  morefrcrince 

for  fins,  but  a  certain  feanul  looking  for  oJ  judgment  and  fier 

dignatioh,  which  fhall  devour  the  adverfanes.     H<  that  defpifed 

'  law,  died  without  mercy,  und^r  two  or  thr  - :   of 

bow  much  forer  puniihment,  fuppofc  ye,  dial  I  he  I  tvor* 
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It  from  the  law  has  pow'r  to  hillfy 
Yztfaving  does  its  pov/r  fulfil  ^  : 
No  favour  but  of  life  it  hath  A, 
Yet  mod  the  favour  is  of  death  u 

Weaknefs  perfection  doth  exclude,  . 
The  law  is  perfect,  jufl,  and  good  k  : 
Yet  can  it  nothing perfecl  make, 
But  all  the  comers  to  it  break  /. 


thy,  who  hath  troden  under  faot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath  counted 
the  blood  of  the  covenant,  wherewith  he  wasfandtified,  an  unholy- 
thing,  and  hath  done  defpite  unto  the  Spirit  of  grace?  Chap.xii.  25. 
See  that  ye  refufe  not  him  that  fpeaketh:  for  if  they  efcapcd  not 
who  refilled  him  that  fpake  on  earth,  much  more  fhall  not  we  t- 
fcape,  if  we  turn  away  from  him  that  fpeaketh  from  heaven. 

f  Rom.  xv.  29.  And  I  am  fure  that  when  I  come  unto  you,  I 
fhall  come  in  the  fulnefs  of  the  bleiling  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift. 
A&s  iii.  26.  Unto  you  firft,  God  having  raifed  up  his  Son  Jeius, 
fent  him  to  blcfs  you,  in  turning  away  every  one  of  you  from  his 
iniquities, 

/John  iii.  18.— He  that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already,  be- 
caufe  he  hath  not  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son 
of  God.  Mark  xvi.  16. — He  that  believeth  not,  fhall  be  damned." 
.Heb.  ii.  3.  How  fhall  we  efcape,  if  we  neglect  fo  great  falvation?  ' 
g  Eph.  i.  13.  In  Chrift  ye  alfo  trufted  after  that  ye  heard  the 
word  of  truth,  the  gofpel  of  your  falvatidn.  I  Tim.i.  15.  This  is 
a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Chrift  Jefus 
came  into  the  world  to  fave  fmners;  of  whom  I  am  chief. 

b  Phil.  ii.  16.  Holding  forth  the  word  of  life,  &c.  2  Tim.  i.  r. 
Paul  an  apoftle  of  Jefus  Chrift,  by  the  will  of  God  according  to  the 
promife  of  life,  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  -y.  10.— Our  Saviour  Jefus. 
Chrift — hath  abolifhed  death,  and  hath  brought  life  and  immorta- 
lity to  light  through  the  gofpel. 

/  2  Cor.  ii.  16.  To  the  one  we  are  the  favour  of  death  unta 
death,  &c. 

k  Pfal.  cxix.  96.  I  have  feen  an  end  of  all  perfection;  but  thy 
commandment  is  exceeding  broad.  Rom.vii,  12.  Wherefore  the 
law  is  holy;  and  the  commandment  holy,  aud  juft,  and  good. 
lleb.  vii.  19.  For  the  law  made  nothing  perfect,  but  the  bringing 
in  of  a  better  hope  did;  by  the  which  we  draw  nigh  unto  God. 

/Heb,  viii.  19.  See  Letter  k.  Chap.  x.  I.  For  the  law  having  a  flia- 
dow  of  good  things  to  come,  and  not  the  very  image  of  the  things, 
can  never  with  thofe  facrifices  which  they  offered  year  by  yezr 
continually,  make  the  comers  thereunto  perfe&t. 
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Strength  to  the  gofpel  does  belong, 

j  hty  through  God  it  is,  and  irrong  m  : 
It  to  the  law  does  ftrength  emit, 
Yet  'tis  the  law  gives  ftrength  to  it. 
The  gofpel  gives  the  law,  I  ice, 
Sufficient  ftrength  to  juitify  n  ; 
Yet  may  I  fay,  in  truth  it  is 
The  law  that  gives  the  gofpel  tins  0  : 

For  as  the  law  nc  finner  clears, 
But  who  the  gofpeUgarment  wears  ; 
So  none  are  juftify  d  by  grace, 
Unlefs  the  law-demands  have  place/. 

Again  the  law,  which  yet  feems  worfe, 
Gives  gofpel-news  condemning  force  q\ 

tn  Rom.i  16.  For  I  am  not  afhamed  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrifl:: 
for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvatiop,  to  every  one  that  be- 
lievetb,  to  the  Jew  lirft,  and  alfo  to  the  Greek.  2  Cor.  x.  4,  5. 
For  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through 
God  to  the  pulling  down  of  (trono  holds:  calling  down,  irnaginati- 
o.d  cverv  hi^h  tiling  that  exaketh -itfr.lf  a^ainft  the  knowledge 
of  God,  and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedi- 
ence of  Chrifl. 

Rom.  viii.  1.  There  13  therefore  no  v.-  no  condemnation  to  them 
which  are  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  who  walk  not  after  the  ilefh,  but  after 
ir'.t.     v.  3,  4.  For  what  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was 
weak  the  flefh,  God  diJ,  fending  nis  own  Son,  in  the  like- 

nefa  of  fmful  flefh,  and  for  an  condemned  fin  in  the  fleih :  that 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  who  walk 
not  after  the  flelh,  but  after  the  Spirit. 

0  Rom.  iii.  31,  .  Do  we  then  make  void  the  law  through  faith  ? 
God  forbid:  yea,  we  eftabliih  the  law.  Chap.  x.  4.  For  Chrifl:  is 
the  end  of  the  law  for  rigbteoufnefs  tp  every  one  that  believeth. 

p  Rom.  iii.  19 — 22.  Now  wc  know  that  what  things  foever  the 
law  faith,  it  faith  to  them  u  ho  are  under  the  law;  that  every  mouth 
may  be  (topped,  ami  all  the  world  may  become  guilty  before  God. 
Therefore  by  the  deeds  of  the  law,  there  lliall  no  fiefh  be  juftified 
in  his  fight :  for  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin.  But  now  the 
righteoufnefsof  God  without  the  law  is  manifested,  being  witcelled 
by  the  law  and  the  prophets;  eve    1  <   -    f  God  which 

is  by  Taitli  of  Jefus  Chrifl  imio  all,  and  upon  a!l  them  that  believe; 
tor  there  is  no  difference.  Chap.  v.  19.— By  the  obedience  of  one 
{frail   many  be  made   righteous.     t>.  21. — Grace   reigns   through 
.  >  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  (  Lord. 

q  John  iii.  io.  He  that  believeth  on  him,  is  not  condemned:  bu> 
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Yet  they  are  news  that  never  can, 
Nor  never  will  condemn  a  man  r. 

Dread  threat'nings  to  the  law  pertain  s$ 
Not  to  the  gofpePs  golden  chain  t : 
Yet  all  law-threats  and.  Sinai's  ire 
To  gofpel-grace  are  walls  of  fire  m 

The  righteous  law  afibileth  none 
Of  Adam's  guilty  race,  fave  one  v  f 
Who  being  guilty,  for  this  caufe 
By  God's  jutt  law  condemned  was  10. 
Yet  free  of  guilt  it  did  him  fee  ; 
Hence  fully  clear* d,  and  fet  him  free#* 


he  that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already,  beeaufe  he  hath  no£ 
believed  in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God. 

r  Luke  ii.  10,  n.  And  the  angel  faid  unto' them  [the  ihepherds,] 
Fear  not:  for  behold,  t  bringyou  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which 
fhall  be  to  all  people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of 
Davidi  a  Saviour,  which  is  Chrifl  the  Lord.  John  iii.  17.  For 
God  feat  not  his  £011  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world;  but 
that  the  world  through  hnn  might  be  faved.  Chap.  xii.  47.  And 
if  any  man  hear  my  words,  and  believe  not.  I  judge  him  not:  for 
I  came  not  to  judge  the  world,  but  to  fave  the  world. 

s  Gat.  iii.  io.  For  as  many  as  are  of  the  works  'of  the  law,  are 
under  the  curie:  for  it  is  written,  Curfed  is  every  one  that  conti- 
mieth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law 
to  do  them. 

i  Ads  xiii.  7,6.  Men  and  brethren,  children  of  the  flock  of  A- 
brgham,  and  whofoever  among  you  feareth  God,  to  you  is  the 
word  of  this  falvation  fent. 

a  Mark  xvi.  16.— He  that  believeth  not  fliall  be  damned.  Heb. 
ii.  3.  How  fliall  we  efeape,  if  we  neglect  fo  great  falvation?  Chap. 
X.  26, — 29.    See  letter  d/orec'ited. 

i)  Rom,  v.  19.  For  as  by  one  man's  difobedlence  many  were 
made  finners:  fo  by  the  obedience  of  one  lhall  many  be  made 
righteous.  John  xvii.  4,  1  have  glorified  thee  on  the  earth:  I  have 
finiflied  the  work  which  thou  gaveft  me  to  do." 

iv  Jfa.  liii.  6. — The  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all. 
Gal.  iii.  13.  Chri/l  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  be- 
ing made  a  curfe  for  us:  for  it  is  written,  Curfed  is  every  one  that 
feangeth  on  a  tree. 

*  Heb.  vii.  26.  For  fuch  an  high  prieft  became  us,  who  is  holy, 
harmlef3,  undefiled,  feparate  from  finners,  and  made  higher  than 
the  heavens.-  Dan.  ix.  24.  Seventy  weeks  are  determined  »p<m  thy 
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Yet,  had  not  guilt  his  foul  involved, 
Bv  law  he  could  not  been  abfolv'd  j. 

But  he  withal  condemn'd  and  fpoil'd 
The  law  of  works,  which  him  aflbiPd  z  : 
And  now  the  law  is  (in  thefc  views) 
The  marrow  of  the  gofpel  news  a. 

The  law  can  ju'tify  no  man 
That  is  a  fmner  b,  yet  it  can 


people,  and  upon  thy  holy  city,  to  finifh  the  tranfgreftlon,  and  to 
make  an  end  of  fins,  and  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and 
to  bring  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  and  to  feal  up  the  vifion  and 
prophecy,  and  to  anoint  the  mofl  holy.  1  Tim.  iii.  16.  And  with 
out  controverfy,  great  is  the  myftery  of  godlincfs:  God  was  mani- 
feft  in  the  flefh,  jufiined  in  the  Spirit,  ieen  of  angels,  preached  un- 
to the  Gentiles,  believed  on  in  the  world,  received  up  into 
Rom.  ii.  13.  For  not  the  hearers  of  the  law  are  juft  before  God, 
but  the  doers  of  the  law  lhall  be  juftified.  Ifa.  1.  8.  Ke  is  near 
that  juftifieth  me,  who  will  contend  with  me?  let  us  ftanct  toge- 
ther:  who  is  mine  adverfary  ?   le    him  come  near-to  me. 

y  2  Cor.  v.  21.  God  hath  made  Chrift  to  be  fin  ior  us,  who  knew 
no  fins  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him. 
I  Pet.  iii.  l3.  Ch rift  harh  once  fufFered  for  lins,  the  juA  for  the  un- 
juft,  (that  he  might  bring  us  to  God)  being  put  to  death  in  the 
flefh,  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit. 

z  Col.  ii.  14.  15.  Blotting  out  the  hand-writing  of  ordinances 
that  was  againir  us,  which  was  contrary  to  us,  and  took  it  out  of 
the  way,  nailing  it  to  his  crofs  :  and  having  fpoiied  principalities 
and  powers,  he  made  a  fhew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them 
in  it.  Rom.  viii.  3.  For  what  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was 
weak  through  the  rleih,  God  didi  fending  his  own  Son  in  the  like- 
nefs  of  unful  flefh,  and  for  iin  condemned  fm  in  the  flefh. 

a  Rom.  x.  4.  For  Chrifr.  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs, 
to  every  one  that  bchevcth.  Ifa.  xiv.  24.  Surely,  (hall  one  fay, 
In  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufntfs  ami  ftrength.  Tcr.  xxiii.  6.  In 
his  days  Judah  fhall  be  laved,  aud  Ifrael  fhall  dwell  fafely;  and 
thi;  is  his  name  whereby  he  Lhall  be  called,  THE  LORD  OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

i  Rom.  iii.  19,  20.  Now  we  know  that  what  things  foev<  r  the 
law  faith,  it  faith  to  them  who  arc  under  the  law;  that  every  mouth 
may  be  Hopped,  and  all  the  world  may  become  guilty  before  God. 
Therefore  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  there  lhall  no  flefh  be  juftiried 
fri  his  li^ht;  for  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  (in. 

T 
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Thus  favour  finful  men,  and  free 
The  chief  of  finners,  guilty  me  c. 

■Thegofpeltoo  acquitteth  none 
That  have  not  put  perfection  on  d. 
And  yet  it  cleareth  none  (1  grant) 
But  thole  who  all  perfection  want  e. 
Thofe  that  with  gofpel-clearance  meet. 
Mud  by  the  law  be  found  complete/^ 
Yet  never  could  (again  I  grant) 
The  gofpel  juftify  a  faintg. 


c  The  laiv  ijf  iv'orks  as  falfilltdby  Chriji^  can  and does  Jo,  Rom.  vin,  jt 
For  what  the  law  could  not  do.  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the 
$efh,  God  fending  his  own  Son?in  the  likenefs  of  finful  fleili,  and 
for  fin  condemned  fin  in  the  fleili  :  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the 
law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  who  walk  not  after  the  flefh,  but  after 
the  Spirit.  n>.  33,  34.  Who  fhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of 
God's  elect?  It  is  God  that  juflifieth  ;  who -is  he  that  condemn- 
eth  ?  It  is  Chrifl  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is 
even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo  maketh  intercefiion  for 
us. 

d  Rom.  iii.  31,  21.  But  now  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  without 
the  law  is  manifefled,  being  witneffed  by  the  law  and  the  pro- 
phets^ even  the  righteouTneis  of  God  which  is  by  faith  of  Jefus 
Chrifl:  unto  all,  and  upon  all  them  that  believe,  for  there  is  no 
difference. 

e  Rom.  iv,  5.  To  him  that  worketh  not,  but  believeth  on  him 
that  Juftifieth  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  for  righteoufnefs. 

f  1  Cor.  i.  30.  But  of  him  are  ye  in  Ghrifl  Jefus,  who  of  God  is 
made  unto-us  wifdom,  and  righteoufnefs,  and  fandtification,  and 
redemption.  Col.  il.  10.  And  ye  are  complete  in  him,  which  is 
the  head  of  all  principality  and  power. 

g  Match.  ix.  13. — I  am  not  come  to  call  the  righteous,  but  finners 
to  repentance.  Rom.  iii.  10.  There  is  none  righteous,  no  not  one. 
.' 'Chap,  ix:  30,  31,  32,  What  fliall  we  fay  then?  That  the  Gentiles 
which  followed  not  after  righteoufnefs,  have  attained  to  righteou.f- 
nefs,  even  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  faith:  but  Ifrael,  which 
followed  after  the  law  of  righteoufnefs,  hath  not  attained  to 'the 
law  of  i-ighteoufriefs.  Wherefore,  becaufe  they  foughtlt  not  by 
faith,  but  as  it  were  by  the  works  (>i  the  law.  Chap.  x.  3.  Ifrael 
being  ignorant  of  God's  righteoufnefs,  and  going  about  to  eftabliflx 
their  own  righteoufnefs,  have  not  fubmitted  themfelves  unto  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God.  r  Tim.  i.  15.  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and 
worthy  of  alt  acceptation,  that  Chrifl  Jefus  came  into  the  world 
to  fare  tinners;  of  whom  I  am  chief. 
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All  perfect  perfons  it  controls  h, 
And  jullifies  ungodly  fouls/ 5 
Yet  (till  no  man  its  grace  partakes, 
But  whom  it  truly  godly  makes  h* 

The  law  withftands  the  gofpel  path  /, 
Which  yet  its  approbation  hath  m  \ 


h  Matth.  xxi.  51.  Jefus  faith  unto  them  'the  Pharifees J,  Verily  T 
fay  unto  you,  that  the  publicans  and  the  harlots  go  into  the  king- 
dom of  God  before  you.  Luke  xviii.  9, — 14.  And  Jefus  fpake  thii 
parable  ucto  certain  which  trufted  in  themfelves  that  they  were 
righteous,  and  defpifed  otheis  :  Two  men  went  up  into  the  temple 
to  pray;  the  one  a  Pharifee,  and  the  other  a  publican.  The  Pha- 
rifee  Hood  and  prayed  thus  with  himfelf,  God,  I  thank" thee,  that 
I  am  not  as  other  men  are,  extortioners,  unjuft,  adulterers,  or  even 
lis  publican.  I  fa  ft  twice  in  the  week,  I  give  tithes  of  all  that 
I  pofTefs.  And  the  publican  ftanding  afar  off,  would  not  lift  up 
io  much  as  his  eves  unto  heaven,  but  fmote  upon  his  breaft,  fay- 
ing, God  be  merciful  to  me  a  finner.  I  tell  you  this  man  went  down 
to  his  houfe  juilified  rather  than  the  other :  for  every  one  that  ex- 
alteth  himfelf,  fliall  beabafed:  and  he  that  humbleth  himfelf,  {hall 
be  exalted.  1.  2.1,  22.  And  he  [the  ruler]  faid,  All  thefe  hare  I 
kept  from  my  youth  up.  Now  when  Jefus  heard  thefe  things,  he 
faid  unto  him,  Yet  lackeft  thou  one  thing:  fell  all  that  thou  haft, 
and  diftribute  unto  the  poor,  and  thou  (halt  have  treafure  in  hea- 
ven, and  come,  follow  me. 

i  Rom.  iv.  5,  f'.  To  him  that  worketh  not,  but  believeth  on  hint 
that  iuftifieth  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  for  righteoufnefs. 
Even  as  David  alfo  defcribeth  the  blefTednefs  of  the  man  unto 
whom  God  imputeth  righteoufnefs  without  works. 

h  Titus  ii.  ii, — 14.  The  grace  of  God  that  bringeth  falvation, 
l»ath  appeared  to  all  men;  teaching  «e,  that  denying  ungodlinefr, 
and  worldly  lufts,  we  fhould  live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godlv 
in  this  prefent  world;  looking  for  that  bieifed  hope,  and  theglori- 
ppearingoi  the  great  God  even  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chriit:  wiio 
gave  himfelf  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and 
purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works. 
Chap,  iii.4.  5.  After  that  the  kindnefs  and  love  of  God  our  Saviour 
toward  man  appeared,  not  by  works  of  righteoufnefs,  which  we 
have  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  faved  us,  by  the  wa filing 
generation,  and  renewing  of  the'Holy  Ghoft.  -v.  8.  This  is  a 
faithful  faying,  and  thefe  things  I  will  that  thou  affirm  conftantly, 
that  they  which  have  believed  in  God,  might  be  careful  to  d 
ta'ri  good  works:   thefe  things  are  good  and  profitable  unto  men. 

I  1  Cor.  xv.  56.  — The  ftrength  of  fin  is  the  law.     Rom.  vi.   14. 

Sin  fliall  not  have  dominion   over  you:   for  ye  are  not  under  the 

Bt  under  grace.     Chap.  x.  3.  'ifrael  being  ignorant  of  God's 


286  Gospel    Sonnets.  Part  VI. 

The  gofpel  thwarts  the  legal  way  //, 
Yet  will  approve  the  law  for  ay  o. 

Hence  though  the  gofpel's  comely  frame 
Doth  openly  the  law  condemn/** 
Yet  they  are  blind,  who  never  faw 
The  gofpel  jultify  the  law  q. 

Thus  gofpel~grace>  and  law-commands, 
Both  hind  and  loofe  each  other's  hands : 
They  can't  agree  on  any  terms  r, 
Yet  hug  each  other  in  their  arms/. 


righteoufnefs,  and  going  about  to  eftabliili/  their  own  righteouC- 
,  nefs,  have  not  fubmittecl   themfelves  unto  the  righteoufnefs  cf 
God. 

m  Ifa»  xlii.  21.  The  Lord  is  well  pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs 
fake,  .he  will  magnify  the  law  and  make  it  honourable.  Matth. 
in.  17.  And  lo,  a  voice  from  heaven,  faying,  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed. 

n  Rom.  ix.  31,  32,  2Z'  But  IfracI,  which  followed  after  the  law 
of  righteoufnefs,  hath  not  attained  to  the  law  of  righteoufnefs. 
Wberefore  ?  Becaufe  they  fought  it  not  by  f&itb,  but  as  it  were  by 
the  works  of  the  law:  for  they  (tumbled  at  that  (tumbling- ftone  ; 
as  it  is  written,  Behold,  I  lay  in  Zion  a  ftumblrng-ftone,  and  rock 
of  offence;  and  whofoever  believeth  on  him  (hall  not  be  aiham- 
ed. 

0  P.om.  vii.  7.  What  fhall  we  fay  then  ?  Is  the  law  fin  ?  God' 
forbid.  Nay,  I  had  not  known  fin  but  by  the  law  :  for  1  had  not 
known  lull,  except  the  law  had  faid,  Thou  (halt  not  covet.  <*>.  10. 
And  the  commandment  which  was  ordained  to  life,  I  found  to  be 
unto  death,  v.  12.  Wherefore  the  law  is  holy;  and  the  com- 
mandment holy,  and  juft,  and  good. 

p  Rom.  v.  5, —  9.  For  Mofes  delcribeth  the  righteoufnefs  which 
is  of  the  law,  That  the  mao  which  doth  thofe  things,  fhall  live  by 
them.  But  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  faith  fpeaketb  on  this  wife,, 
'Say  not  in  thine  heart,  Who  fhall  afcendinto  heaven?  (that  is,  to 
bring  Chcift  down  from  above):  or.  Who  fhall  defcend  into  the 
deep?  (that  is,  to  bringjip  (Thrift  agaiiifrom  the  dead.)  But  what 
faith  it?  The  word  is  nigh  thee,  even  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy 
heart;  that  is  the  word  of  faith  which  we  preach,  That  if  thou 
Ihalt  confefs  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  (halt  believe  in 
thine  heart,  that  God  hath  raifed  him  from  the  dead,  thou  fhalt 
be  faved* 

q  Rom.  in.  31    Do  we  then  make  void  the  law  through  faith  ? 
God  forbid :  yea,  we  cftablifh  the  law. 
r  Gal.  iv.  sr,-—  36.    Tell  me,  ye  that  defire  to  be  under  the  law. 
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Thofe  that  divide  them  cannot  be 

The  friends  of  truth  and  verity  s  ; 

Yet  thofe  that  dare  confound  the  two, 

Deftroy  them  both,  and  gender  wo  /. 
This  paradox  none  can  decipher, 
That  plow  not  with  the  gofpeUheifer. 


do  ye  not  hear  the  law?  For  it  is  written,  that  Abraham  had  two 
fons;  the  one  bv  a  bond-maid,  the  other  by  a  free  woman.  But 
he  who  was  of  the  bond-woman  was  born  r  the  flefh  ;  but  he 

of  the  free-woman  was  by  promife.  Which  things  are  an  aHc 
for  thofe  are  the  two  covenants;  the  one  from  the  mount  -  mai, 
which  geadereth  to  bondage,  which  is  Agar.  For  this  Agar  is 
mount  Sinai  in  Arabia,  and  anfwereth  tc  Jerufalem  which  now  is, 
2nd  is  in  bondage  with  her  children*  But  Jerufalem  which  is  a- 
bove  is  free,  which  is  the  mother  of  us  all. 

/Pfal.  lxxxiv.  10.  Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together:  righteouf- 
nefs  and  peace  have  kbTed  each  other. 

o  Mat.  xiii.  23.  Wo  unto  you,  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  hypecrites; 
for  ye  pay  tithe  of  mint,  and  anife,  and  cummin,  and  have  omitted 
th^  weightier  matters  of  the  law,  judgment,  mercy,  and  faith: 
thtfe  ought  ve  to  have  done,  and  not  to  leave  the  other  undone. 
Rom.  ii,  23.  Thou  that  makeft  thy  boaft  of  the  law,  through  break- 
ing the  law  dishonoured:  thou  God?  v.  25,  26.  For  circumcifion 
verily  proiiteth,  if  thou  keep  the  law;  but  if  thou  be  a  breaker  of 
the  law,  thy  circumcifion  is  made  uneircumcifion.  Therefore,  if 
the  uneircumcifion  keep  the  fighteOufnefs  of  the  law,  fl1s.I1  not  his 
uneircumcifion  be  counted  for  circumcifion  ?  Matth.  xix.  6. What 
God  hath  joined  together,  let  no  man  put  afunder.  Chap,  iii,  15.* 
And  Jefus  anfwering,  fa.:d  unto  Iiim  (Ji  1  it  to  be  fo  now  : 

for  thus  it  becometh  us  to  fulfil  al  Then  hefuffered 

him.  Chap.  v.  17.  Fr.ink  not  that  1  am  come  to  deftroy  the  law 
or  the  prophets:   I  am  not  come  to  defl  fulfil.    v.'iy,ao. 

Whofoever  therefore  {hall  break  one  of  thefeleaft  commandments, 
and  fliall  teach  men  fo,  he  ill  a  1 1  be  called  the  leaft  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven:  but  whofoever  Gtall  do,  and  teach  them,  the  fame  lliall 
be  called  great  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  For  I  fay  unto  you, 
That  except  your  rjghteoufnefs  fi.ail  exceed  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  Scribes  and  Pliant  til  in  no  cafe  1  the  king- 

dom of  heaven.     1  John  v.  6.  This  is  he  that  came  by 
blood,  even  JeCus  Chrift;  not  by  water  only,  but  by   \v;iter  and 
blood:   and  it  is  the  Spirit  that  beareth  witnefs,  becaule  the  Spi- 
rit is  truth. 

t  Gal.  i.  6,  7,  3.  I  marvel  that  ye  arc  fo  u  cm  removed  from  iiim 
that  called  you  into  the  grace  of  Chriil,  unto  anotrw 
is  not  another;  but  th 

>fpel  of  Chrift,     I 


-  288  Gospel  Sonnets.  Part  i7l. 

S  E  C  T.    II. 

The  difference  betwixt  the  Law  and  the  Gofpel, 

THE  law,  fuppofing  I  have  alt, 
Does  ever  for  perfection  call : 
The  gofpel  fuits  my  total  want, 
And  all  the  law  can  feek  does  grant* 
The  law  could  promife  life  to  me, 
If  my  obedience  perfect  be  :  *■ 
But  grace  does  promife  life  upon 
My  Lora^s  obedience  alone. 
The  law  fays.f  D<?,  and  life  you'll  win  * 
But  grace  fays,  Live,  for  all  is  done  ; 
The former  cannot  eafe  my  grief, 
1  h e  latter  y  1  elds  m e  f u  1 1  r eli e f . 

By  law  convinced  of  finful  breach, 
By  gofpel- grace  I  comfort  reach  : 
The  one  my  condemnation  bears, 
The  other  jufifies  and  clears. 

The  law  (hews  my  arrears  are  great*. 
The  gofpel  freely  pays  my  debt : 
The  fifft  does  me  the  bankrupt  curfe% 
The  law  does  blefs  and  fill  my  purfe. 

preach  any  other  gofpel  unto  you,  than  that  which  we  have  preach^ 
cd  unto  you,  let  him  be  accurfed.  Zeph.  i9  4.-^-1  will  cut  off — v.  5. 
-—them  that  worihip,  and  that  fwear  by  the  Lord,  and  that  fwear 
by  Malcham.  Ao?ts  xv.  7.  And  when  there  had  been  much  difput-? 
jog,  P^ter  rofe  up  and  faid  unto  them,  Men  and  brethren,  ye  know 
how  that  a  good  while  ago,  God  made  choice  among  us,  that  the 
Gentiles  by  my  mouth  iliould  hear  the  word  of  the  gofpel  and  be- 
lieve. <v.  10,  11,  Now  therefore  why  tempt  ye  God  to  put  a  yoke 
upon  the  neck  of  the  difciples,  which  neither  our  fathers  nor  we 
were  able  to  bear  ?  But  we  believe,  that  through  the  grace  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chriu%  we  fhall  be  faved  even  as  they.  Gal.  v.  I.  Stand 
f'aft  therefore  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  hath  made  us  free, 
and  be  net  entangled  again  with  the  yoke  of  bondage.  v.  4-  Chrift 
is  become  of  no  eiTe6l  unto  you,  whofoever  of  you  are  juftiiicd  by 
%hr  Iaw£  ye  are  fallen  from  grace 
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The  law  will  not  abate  a  mite, 
The  gofpel  all  the  fum  will  quite  : 
'  There  God  in  threat*  nings  is  array'd, 
But  here  in  promifes  difplay'd. 

The  law  and  gofpel  difagree, 
Like  Hagar,  Sarah,  bond  and  free  : 
The  former's  Hagar's  fervitude, 
The  latter  Sarah's  happy  brood. 

To  Sinai  black,  and  Zion  fair, 
The  word  does  law  and  grace  compare. 
Their  curfing  and  their  blefFmg  vie 
With  Ebal  and  Gerizzim  high. 

The  law  excludes  not  boajling  vain, 
But  rather  feeds  it  to  my  bane  : 
But  gofpel-grace  allows  no  boa/Is, 
Save  in  the  King,  the  Lord  of  hofts. 
The  lav/  dill  irritates  my  fin, 
And  hardens  my  proud  heart  therein  ; 
But  grace's  melting  pow'r  renews, 
And  my  corruption  Rrongfubtiues* 

The  law  with  thunder.  Sinai-like, 

Does  always  dread  and  terror  ipeak  : 

The  gofpel  makes  a  joyful  noife, 

And  charms  me  with  a  /::-.'>  a  Im  ro}ce. 

The  legal  trumpet  war  proclaims, 

In  wrathful  threats,  and  tire,  and  flames: 

The  gofpel-/?/^*,  a  peaceful  found, 

Which  fpreacis  a  kindly  breath  around. 

The  law  is  nveak  through  finful  fieih, 

The  gofpel  brings  recruits  afn 

The  firft  a  killing  letter  drears. 

The  laft  a  quick' aing  fpir  it  bears. 

The  law  that  feeks  perfeftM    '  \\\  i  :ht, 

Yet  gives  no  ttrength,  nor  1 

But  precious  gofpe|  *j 

Declare  where  all  is  to  be  had. 
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From  me  alone  the  law  does  crave, 
What  grace  affirms  in  Chrijl  I  have  s 
When  therefore  law-purfuits  inthral, 
I  fend  the  law  to  grace  for  alL 

The  law  brings  terror  to  moled, 
The  gofpel  gives  the  weary  reft : 
The  one  does  flags  of  death  difplay. 
Tire  other  mews  the  living  way. 
The  law  by  Mofes  was  expreft, 
The  glorious  gofpel  came  by  Chrift  .« 
The  fir  ft  dim  nature's  light  may  trace. 
The  lafl  is  only  known  by  grace. 
The  law  may  roufe  me  from  my  floth, 
To  faith  and  to  repentance  both: 
And  though  the  law  commandeth  each, 
Yet  neither  of  them  can  it  teach  ; 

Nor  will  accept  for  current  coin 
The  duties  which  it  does  injoin / 
It  feeks  all j  but  accepts  no  lefs 
Than  conftant,  perfect  righteoufhefs. 
The  gofpel,  on  the  other  hand, 
Although  it  iffue  no  command^ 
Butftrittly  view'd,  does  whole  confift 
In  promifes  and  offers  bleft  ; 

Yet  does  it  many  duties  teach, 
Which  legal  light  could  never  reach : 
Thus  faith,  repentance,  and  the  like, 
Are  fire  that  gofpel-engines  ftrike. 

They  have  acceptanceJhere  through  grace, 
The  law  affords  them  no  fuch  place  : 
Yet  ftill  they  come  through  both  their  hands*,, 
Through  gofpel* teachings  \aw-comtnands. 

The  law's  a  houfe  of  bondage  fore, 
The  gofpel  opes  the  prifon-door : 
The  firlt  me  hamper  d  in  its  net, 
rfhe  laft  at  freedom  kindly  fet. 
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The  precept  craves,  the  gofpel  gives / 
While  that  vnz  prjjes)  this  relieves; 
And  or  affords  the  Urength  I  lacjc, 
Or  takes  the  burden  off  my  back. 

The  law  requires  on  pain  of  death ; 
The  gofpel  courts  with  loving  breath  : 
While  that  conveys  a  deadly  wound  ; 
This  makes  me  perfeft,  ivhoie>  and  found. 

There  viewing  how  di/eas'd  I  am, 
I  here  perceive  the  beating  bairn : 
Afflicted  there  \*  ith  fenfe  of  need, 
But  here  refrefh'd  with  meet  remede. 

The  law's  a  charge  for  what  I  owe  j 
The  gofpel  my  dij charge  to  {how  ; 
The  one  a  fcene  of fears  doth  ope  5 
The  other  is  the  door  of  hope. 

An  angry  God  the  law  reveaPd ; 
The  gofpel  (hews  him  reconciled ': 
By  that  I  know  he  was  difpleas'd\ 
By  this  I  fee  his  wrath  appeas'd. 

The  law  thus  (hews  the  divine  ire, 
And  nothing  but  con  fuming  fire. 
The  gofpel  brings  the  olive-branch, 
And  blood  the  burning  fire  to  quench, 

The  law  ftill  ilievvs  a  fiery  face; 
The  gofpel  (hews  a  throne  of  grace  : 
There  jujlice  rides  alone  in  Jtate  j 
But  here  (he  takes  the  mercy  feat9 

In     S  u   11  j 

Lo  !  in  the  law  Jehovah  dwells, 

But  Jefus  is  conceal'd  ! 
Whereas  the  gofpel's  nothing  elfe 

But  Jefus  Chrif  reveal'd. 
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SECT.    III. 

The  Harmony  betwixt  the  Law  and  the  GofyeL 

^  |  "'HE  law's  a  tutor  much  in  vogue, 

1        To  gofpel-grace  a  pedagogue  j 
The  gofpehto  the  law  no'lefs 
Than  its  full  end  for  righteoufnefs. 

When  once  the  fiery  law  of  God 
Has  chas'd  me  to  the  gofpel-road ; 
Then  back  unto  the  koly  law 
Mod  kindly  gofpel-grace  will  draw. 

When  by  the  law  to  grace  VmfchooVd;; 
Grace  by  the  law  will  have  me  ruVd : 
Hence,  if  I  don't  the  law  obey, 
I  cannot  keep  the  gofpel-way. 

When  I  the  gofpel-news  believe, 
Obedience  to  the  law  1  give  : 
And  that  both  in  it's  federal  drefs, 
And  as  a  rule  of  holinefs. 

Lo  !  in  my  Head  I  render  all 
For  which  the  fiery  law  can  call : 
His  Hood  unto  its  fire  was  fuel, 
His  Spirit  fhapes  me  to  its  rule. 

When  law  and  gofpel  kindly  meet, 
To  ferve  each  other  both  unite  : 
•  Sweet  promifes,  and  (tern  commands, 
Do  work  to  one  another's  hands. 

The  divine  law  demands  no  lefs 
Than  humari  perfecl  righteoufnefs: 
The  gofpel  gives  it  this  and  more, 
Ev'n  divide  righteoufnefs  in  (tore. 

Whate'er  the  righteous  law  require, 
The  gofpel  grants  its  whole  defire. 
Are  law*  commands  exceeding  broad  ? 
So  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  God, 
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How  great  foe'er  the  legal  charge, 
The  gofoel-paymenfs  equal  large  : 
No  lefs  by  man  the  law  can  bray 
When  grace  provides  a  Gcd  to  pay. 

The  law  makes  gofpeUbanquets  fweet  ; 
The  gofpel  makes  the  law  complete  : 
Law-fuits  to  grace's  ftorehoufe  draw ; 
Grace  decks  and  magnifies  the  law. 

Both  law  and  gofpel  clofe  combine, 
To  make  each  other's  ludre  fhine  : 
The  gofpel  all  law-breaker's  fhames ; 
The  law  all  gofpel-flighters  damns* 

The  law  is  holy,  juft,  and  good  ; 
All  this  the  gofpel  feals  with  blood, 
And  clears  the  royal  law's  juft  dues 
With  dearly  purchas'd  revenues. 

The  law  commands  me  to  believe: 
The  "gofpel  faving  faith  does  give  : 

'ins  me  to  repent  : 
The  gofpel  gives  my  tears  a  vent. 

What  in  the  gofpel-mint  is  coin'u, 
The  fame  is  in  the  law  injoin'd : 

Whatever  gofpel-tidings  teach, 
The  law's  authority  doth  reach. 

Here  join  the  law  and  gofpel  hands, 
What  this  me  teaches  that  commands  : 
What  virtuous  forms  the  gofpel  pleafe 
The  fame  the  law  doth  authojife. 

And  thus  the  law-commandment  feali 
Whatever  gofpel-grace  reveals: 
The  gofpel  alio  for  my  good 
Seals  all  the  law-demands  with  blood. 

The  law  mod  perfect  (till  remains, 
And  ev'ry  duty  full  contains  r 
The  gofpel  its  perfection  fpeaks, 
^And  therefore  gives  whate'er  it  feel?* 
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Next,  what  by  law  Fm  bound  unto* 
The  fame  the  gofpel  makes  me  do  : 
What  precepfively  that  can  crave  ; 
This  effectively  can  ingrave. 
All  that  by  precepts  Heav'n  expe&s, 
Free  grace  by  promifes  efFefts  : 
To  what  the  law  by  fear  may  move, 
To  that  the  gofpel  leads  by  love. 

To  run  to  work)  the  law  commands^ 
The  gofpel  gives  vat  feet  and  hands  ; 
The  one  requires  tint  I  obey;" 
The  other  does  the  pow'r  convey. 

What  in  the  law  has  duty's  place, 
The  gofpel  changes  to  a  grace  ? 
Hence  legal  duties  therein  nam'd, 
Are  herein  gofpel-graces  fam'd. 

The  precept  checks  me  when  I  flray  j 
The  promife  holds  me  in  the  way  : 
T^at  fhews  my  folly  when  I  roam  ; 
And  this  mod  kindly  brings  me  home. 

Law-threats  and  precepts  both,  I  fee, 
With  gofpel-promifes  agree ; 
They  to  the  gofpel  are  a  fence , 
And  it  to  them  a  maintenance. 

The^law  will  juftify  all,thofe 
Who  with  the  gofpel-ranfom  clofe  j 
The  gofpel  too  approves  for  ay 
All  thole  that  do  the  law  obey. 

The  righteous  law  condemns  each  man 
That  dare  rejeft  the  gofpel-plan  j   ~ 
The  holy  gofpel  none  will  fave, 
On  whom  it  won't  the  law  engrave. 

When  Chnft  the  tree  of  life  1  climb, 
I  lee  both  law  and  grace  in  him ; 
In  him  the  law  its  end  does  gain  5 
In  him  the  promife  is  Amen, 
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The  Jaw  makes  grace's  pafture  fweer, 
GraC'j  makes  the  law  my  fav'ry  meat  \ 
Yea,  fv/eeter  than  the  honey-comb, 
When  grace  and  mercy  brings  ic  home. 

The  precepts  of  the  law  mzfioiu 
"What  fruits  of  gratitude  I  owe; 
But  gofpel-grace  begets  the  brood, 
And  moves  me  to  the  gratitude. 

Law- terrors />#/*/£  the  putrid  fore  ; 
And  gofpel-grace  applies  the  cure: 
The  Gnep/oivs  up  the  fallow-ground  ; 
The  other  fows  the  feed  around. 

A  rigid  m-after  was  the  law, 
D.;-nanding  brick,  denying  ftraw; 
Bu:  when  with  gofpel  tongue  it  fings, 
It  bids  me  fly,  £nd  gives  me  wings. 

In     Sum. 

Both  law  and  gofp'rl  clofe  unit^, 

Are  feen  with  -.lore  folace, 
"Wi.'.re  truth  and  mercy  kindly  rheet, 

In  fair  ImmanuePs  face 

S  E  C  T.     IV. 

The  proper  Place  and  Station  of  the  Law  and  the  Gofpel. 

in  the  four  following  Paragraphs  as  well  as  in  the 
.   by   L.\w,  is  moftly   underfeed    the 
doc:  nant  cf  'Works;   and  by  Go^e:.,  the  doctrine 

of  i .  ict, 

PARAGRAPH    I. 

The  Place  and  Station  of  Law  andGohcl  :n  zenerafi 


Vv 


7*HEN  we  the  ficred  recc: 

Or  divine  Tel  Did  and  New  -9 
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The  matter  in  mod  pages  fix'd 
Is  law  and  gofpel  intermixed. 

Yet  few,  ev'n  in  aJearned  age, 
Can  fo  refolve  the  facred  page  ; 
As  to  difcern  with  equal  eye, 
Where  law,  where  gofpel  feveVd  lie. 
One  divine  text  with  double  claufe 
May  fpeak  the  gofpeFs  voice  and  law's  #  : 
Hence  men  to  blend  the m  both  are  apt, 
Should  in  one  fentence  both  be  wrapt. 

But  that  we  may  the  truth  purfue, 
And  give  both  law  and  grace  their  due5 
And  God  the  glory  there  difplay'd  j 
The  following  rules  will  give  us  aid. 
Where-e'er  in  facred  writ  we  fee 
A  word  of  grace  or  promife  free, 
"With  bleffings  dfopt  for  Jefus'  fake ; 
We  thefe  for  gofpel  news  may  take. 

But. where  a  precept  ftri£t  we  find 
With  promife  to  our  doing  join'd, 
Ox  threatening  with>  wrathful  frown  % 
This  as  the  law  we  juftly  own. 


*  £x*gr.  Lev.  Xx.  7, 8.  San&ify  yourielves  therefore,  and  be  ye 
holy:  for  I  am  the  Lord  your  Cod.  And  ye  fhall  keep  my  fta- 
tutes,  and  do  them:  I  am  the  Lord  which  fan&ify  you.  1  John  I 
iv.  7.  Beloved  let  us  love  one  another:  for  love  is  of  God;  and 
every  one  that  loveth,  is  born  of  God,  and  knoweth  God.  Rom. 
v.  fci.  That  as  fin  hath  reigned  unto  death,  even  fo  might  grac* 
reign  through  righteoufnefs  unto  eternal  life,  by  jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord.  Chap.  vi.  23.  For  the  wages  of  fin  is  death:  but  the  gift 
of  God  is  eternal  life,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.  Mark  xvi. 
15,  16.  And  he  faid  unto  them,  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and 
preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature.  He  that  believeth  and  is  bap- 
tized, fhall  be  faved;  but  he  that  believeth  n»t,  fhall- be  damned.. 
John  iii.  18.  He  that  believeth  on  him,  is  not  condemned:  but 
he  that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already,  becaufe  he  hath  not 
believed  on  the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  &c. 
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PARAGRAPH    II. 

The  Place  and  Station  of  Law  and  Gofpel  in  particular. 
Where  the  difference  is  noted  betwixt  the  Go/pel  largely 
viewed  in  its,  difpenfation^  and  Jtrittly  in  it/e/f:  and 
ietwixt  the  gojpel,  and  faith  receiving  it. 

WOULDST  thou  diaindiy  knpw  the  foil 
Of  law  and  grace,  then  don't  confound 
The  difpenfation  with  the  gra  v  ,• 
For  thefe  two  have  a  diftin&  place. 

The  gofpel  thus  difpens'd  we  fee, 

Be 

If  not)  thou  fbriti  hi  da  mil 'u  t:  ;:cll> 

And  in  eternal  torments  dwell. 

Here  precepts  in  it  are  difpens'd, 
With  threafmhgt  of  damnation  fene'd  ; 

iiere  takes  place, 
That  none  may  dare  abufe  free  grace. 

Yet  nor  doct  that  command  Qi  faith, 
Nor  this  tremendous  threat  of  wrath, 
B<  long  to  gofpel  ftrictly  fo  * 
But  to  its  difpenfation  do. 

The  method  of  difpenGng  here, 
Dot  1  id  gofpel  jointly  bear  j 

Becaufe  the  ifervienj 

Unto  the  blefs'd  intent. 

Pi .  c  d  threat'nings  both  make  wa?j 

leffings  to  convey  •, 

ich  (though  thus  dif 
ind  threats  whereby  'tis  fenc 

fiaved  hey 

ihfely  men  may  call  it  t 
\\%  fo  difpens'd  to  us. 
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But  fure,  the  gofpel-news  we  fing, 
Muft  be  fome  other  glorious  thing, 
Than  precepts  to  believe  the  fame, 
Whatever  way  we  blend  their  name* 

The  gofpel-treafure?s  fomething  more 
Than  means  that  do  apply  theilore  * 
Believing  is  the  method  paVd, 
The  gofpel  is  the  thing  believM. 

The  precious  thing  is  tidings  fweet 
Of  Chrift  a  Saviour  mod  complete, 
To  fave  from  fin,  and  death,  and  wrath  | 
Whrch  tidings'  tend  to  gender  faith. 

Faith  comes  by  Rearing  God's  record 
Concerning  Jefus  Chrift  the  Lord, 
And  is  the  method  Heav'n  has  bleft 
For  bringing  to  the  gofpel  reft. 

The  joyful  found  is  news  of  grace, 
And  life  to  Adam's  guilty  race, 
Through  Jefus'  righteoufnefs  divine, 
Which  brightf rom  faith  to  faith  does  fhineu- 

The  promife  of  immortal  blifs 
Is  made  to  this  full  righteoufnefs: 
By  this  our  right  to  life  is  bought ; 
Faith  begs  the  right,  but  buys  it  not. 

True  faith  receives  the  offer'dgood, 
And  promife  feal'd  with  precious  blood  ; 
It  gives  no  title  to  the  blifs, 
But  takes  th'intitling  righteoufnefs* 

This  objeel  great  of  faving  faith, 
And  this  alone  t&e  promife  hath  \ 
For  'tis  not  made  to  faith's  poor  acl, 
But  is  the  prize  that  faith  does  take  : 

And  only  as  it  takes  the  fame, 

It  bears  a  great  and  famous  name  % 

For  felf,  and  all  its  grandeur,  down 

It  throws,  that  Chrift  may  wear  the  crown* 
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But  if  new  laws  and  threats  were  all 
That  gofpel  properly  we  call, 
Then  were  the  precept  to  believe, 
No  better  news  than  do  and  live. 

If  then  we  won't  diftinguifh  here, 
We  cloud,  but  don't  the  gofpel  clear ; 
We  blend  it  with  the  fiery  law, 
And  all  into  confufion  draw. 

The  law  of  works  we  introduce, 

As  if  old  merit  were  in  ufe, 

When  man  could  life  by  doing  won, 

Ev'n  though  the  work  by  grace  were  done, 

Old  Adam  in  his  innocence 
Deriv'd  his  pow'r  of  doing  hence  : 
As  all  he  could  was  wholly  due ; 
So  all  the  wovkingjlrength,  he  knew, 

Was  only  from  the  grace  of  Go  1, 
Who  with  fuch  favour  did  him  load  ; 
Yet  was  the  promi/e  to  his  ad, 
That  he  might  merit  by  compatl. 

No  merit  but  of  patlion  could 
Of  men  or  angels  e'er  be  told ; 
The  God-man  only  was  fohigh 
To  merit  by  condignity. 

Were  life  now  promis'd  to  our  acl, 
Or  to  our  works  by  paction  tack'd  ; 
Though  God  mould  his  a//ij?ance  grant, 
*Tis  (till  a  doing  covenant. 

Though  Heav'n  its  helping  grace  mould  yield, 
Yet  merits  (till  upon  the  field ; 
We  call  the  name,  yet  ftill  'tis  found 
Difclaim'd  but  with  a  verbal  found. 
If  one  fhould  borrow  tools  from  you, 
That  he  fome  famous  work  might  do  *, 
When  once  his  work  is  well  prtpar'd, 
He  fure  deferves  his  due  reward  \ 
U 
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Yea,  juftly  may  he  claim  his  due, 
Although  he  borrow'd  tools  from  you : 
Even  thus  the  borrow'd  ftrength  of  grace 
Can't  hinder  merit  to  take  place. 
From  whence  foe'er  we  borrow  pow'rs, 
If  life  depend  on  works  of  ours  j 
Or  if  we  make  the  gofpel  thus 
In  any  fort  depend  on  us ; 

We  give  the  law  the  gofpel-place, 
Rewardg  of  debt  the  room  of  grace  j 
We  mix  Heav'n's  treafures  with  our  trafh, 
And  magnify  corrupted  flefli. 

The  new  and  gofpel  covenant 
No  promife  to  our  works  will  grant ; 
But  to  the  doing  of  our  Head, 
And  in  him  to  each  gofpel-deed. 
To  godline/S)  which  is  great  gain, 
Promife  is  faid  to  appertain  : 
Bin  know,  left  you  the  gofpel  mar, 
In  whom  it  is  we  godly  are. 

To  him  and  to  his  righteoufnefs 
Still  primar'ly  the  promife  isj 
And  not  ev'n  to  the  gracious  deed,     - 
Save  in  and  through  the  glorious  Head. 

Pray  let  us  here  obferve  the  odds, 
How  law  and  grace  take  counter  roads, 
The  law  of  works  no  promife  fpake 
Unto  the  agents  but  the  aft. 

It  primar'ly  no  promife  made 
Unto  the  per/on,  but  the  deed: 
Whate'er  the  doing  perfon  (harM, 
'Twas  for  his  deed  he  had  reward. 

The  law  of  grace  o'erturns  the  fcale, 
And  makes  the  quite  reverfe  prevail : 
Its  promife  lights  not  on  the  deed% 
But  on  the  doing  perfon's  head  5 
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Not  for  his  doing,  but  for  this, 
Becaufe  in  Chriit  his  perion  is  : 
Which  union  to  the  living  Prince, 
His  living  works  and  deeds  evince. 

Good  fruits  have  promife  in  this  view, 
As  union  to  the  Branch  they  mew  \ 
To  whom  the  promife r  pertain, 
In  him  all  yea,  and  ail  amen. 

Obferve,  pray ;  for  if  here  v/e  err, 
And  do  not  Chrifl  alone  prefer, 
But  think  the  promife  partly  (lands 
On  our  obeying  new  commands; 

Th'  old  cov'nant-place  to  works  we  give, 
Or  mingle  grace  with  do  and  live  ; 
We  overcloud  the  gobpzl-charms, 
And  alfo  break  our  working  arms. 

More  honour  to  the  law  profefs, 
But  giving  more  we  give  it  lefs. 
Its  heavy  yoke  in  vain  we  draw, 
By  turning  gofpel  into  lav/. 

We  rob  grace  of  its  joyful  found, 
And  bury  Chrifl:  in  Mofes'  ground  : 
At  belt  we  run  a  legal  race 
Upon  the  field  of  g^/-grace. 

Paragraph  III. 

The  Gofpel  no  new  Law,  but  a  joyful  found  of  Grace 
and  Mercy. 

LAW-Precepts  in  a  gofpel  mold, 
We  may  as  gofpel-doclrine  hold  ; 
But  gofpel-calls  in  legal  drefs, 
The  joyful  found  of  grace  fupprefs. 

Faith  and  repentance  may  be  taught, 
And  yet  no  gofpel-tidings  brought  j 
If  as  mere  duties  ihefe  we  prefs, 
And  not  as  parts  of  promised  blifs. 
U  2 

1 
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If  only  precepts  we  prefent, 
Though  urg'd  with  llrongeft  argument, 
We  leave  the  wak'ned  finner's  hope 
In  darknefs  of  defpair  to  grope. 

The  man  whom  legal  precepts  chafe, 
As  yet  eftrang'd  to  fov'reign  grace, 
Miftaking  evangelic  charms* 
As  if  they  flood  on. legal  terms, 

Looks  to  himftlf,  though  dead  In  fin, 
For  grounds  of  faith  and  hope  within  ; 
Hence  fears  and  fetters  grow  and  fwell^ 
Since  nought's  within  but  fin  and  hell. 

But  faith  that  looks  to  promised  grace, 
'  Clean  out  of  felf  the  foul  will  chafe, 

To  Chrift  for  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength, 
I  And  finds  the  joyful  reft  at  length. 

Proud  ftefh  and  blood  will  ftartle  here, 
And  hardly  fuch  report  can  bear, 
That  Heavn  all  faving  ftore  will  give 
To  them  that  work  not,  but  believe* 

Yet  not of works ',  but  'tis  the  race 
Of  faith  xlh  at  it  may  be  of  grace: 
For  faith  does  nothing  but  agree 
To  welcome  this  falvation  free. 

€i  Come  down,  Zaccheus,  quickly  come, 

"  Salvation's  brought  unto  thy  home  : 

<6  In  vain  thou  climb'ft  the  legal  tree  \ 

u  Salvation  freely  comes  to  thee. 

"  Thou  dream'ft  of  coming  up  to  terms, 

"  Come  down  into  my  faving  arms ; 

"  Down,  down,  and  get  a  pardon  free^ 

"  On  terms  already  wrought  by  me. 

"  Behold  the  bleffings  of  my  blood, 
"  Bought  for  thy  everlafting  good, 
"  And  freely  all  to  be  convey'd 
"  Upon  the  price  already  paid. 
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M  I  know  thou  haft  no  good,  and  fee 
il  I  cannot  ftand  on  terms  with  thee, 
««  Whofe  fall  has  left  thee  nought  to  claim, 
**  Nor  aught  to  boaft  but  fin  and  {hame." 

The  law  of  heavy  hard  commands 
Confirms  the  wak'ned  finner's  bands  ; 
But  grace  proclaims  relieving  news, 
And  fcenes  of  matchlefs  mercy  (hews. 

No  precept  clogs  the  gofpel-call, 
But  wherein  grace  is  all  in  all  ;  r 

No  law  is  here  but  that  of  grace, 
Which  brings  relief  in  ev'ry  cafe. 

The  gofpel  is  the  promife  fair 
Of  grace  all  ruins  to  repair, 
And  leaves  no  finner  room  to  fay, 
"  Alas  !   this  debt  I  cannot  pay  -y 

£i  This  grievous  yoke  I  cannot  bear, 
"  This  high  demand  I. cannot  clear." 
Grace  flops  the  mouth  of  fuch  complaints, 
And  (lore  of  full  fupply  prefents. 
The  glorious  gofpel  is  (in  brief) 
A  fov'reign  word  of  fweet  relief; 
Not  clogg'd  with  cumherfome  commands^ 
To  bind  the  foul's  receiving  hands. 
'Tis  joyful  news  of  fov'reign  grace, 
That  reigns  in  ftate  through  righteoufnefs, 
To  ranfom  from  ail  threatening  <woes3 
And  anfwerall  commanding  do's: 
This  gofpel  comes  with  help  indeed, 
Adapted  unto  finners  ne.ed  : 
Thefe  joyful  news  that  fuit  their  cafe, 
Are  chariots  of  his  drawing  grace  : 
'Tis  here  the  Spirit  pow'riul  rides, 
The  fountains  of  the  deep  divides'; 
The  King  of  glory's  fplcndour  fhews, 
And  wins  tht  heart  with  welcome  raws, 
U  % 
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Paragraph  IV. 

The  Gofpel  further  defer  ibedy  as  a  Bundle  of  good  Nsvjs 
and  gracious  Promtfes. 

THE  firft  grand  promife  forth  did  break 
In  threats  againft  the  tempting  fnake  \ 
So  may  the  gofpel  in  commands^ 
Yet  nor  in  threats  nor  precepts  ftands  : 
But  'tis  a  do&rine  of  free  grants 
To  finners  that  they  may  be  faints : 
A  joyful  found  of  royal  gifts, 
To  obviate  unbelieving  (hifts : 

A  promife  of  divine  fupplies, 
To  work  all  gracious  qualities 
In  thofe  who  proneft  to  rebel, 
Are  only  qualify'd  for  hell. 

Courting  vile  finners,  ev'n  the  chief, 
It  leaves  no  cloak  for  unbelief; 
But  ev'n  on  grofs  Manafleh's  calls, 
On  Mary  Magdalen's  and  Saul's. 

'Tis  good  news  of  a  fountain  ope 
Tor  Jin  and  fit h  \  a  door  of  hope 
For  thofe  that  lie  in  blood  and  gore, 
And  of  zfalve  for  ev'ry  fore. 

Glad  news  of  fight  unto  the  blind  % 
Of  light  unto  the  dark'ned  mind  ; 
Of  healing  to  the  deadly  fick  ; 
And  mercy  both  to  Jew  and  Greek. 

Good  news  of  gold  to  poor  that  lack  \ 
Of  raiment  to  the  naked  back ; 
Of  binding  to  the  wounds  that  fmart ; 
And  reft  unto  the  weary  heart. 
Glad  news  of  freedom  to  the  bound  5 
Qljlort  all  loffes  to  refound  5 
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Of  endlefs  life  unto  the  dead  ; 

And  prefent  help  in  time  of  need. 

Good  news  of  heav'n,  where  angels  d*vell, 

To  thofe  that  well  deferved  bell  * 

Of flrength  to  weak  for  work  and  war, 

And  acctfs  near  to  thofe  afar. 

Glad  news  of  joy  to  thofe  that  weep, . 

And  tender  care  of  cripple  fheep  ; 

Of Jlnlter  to  the  foul  purfu'd, 

And  cleanftng  to  the  hellifh-hu'd  : 

Of  floods  to  fap  the  parched  ground, 

Andflreams  to  run  the  defert  round  ; 

Of  ranfom  to  the  captive  caught, 

And  harbour  to  the  found'ring  yacht ; 

Of  timely  aid  to  weary  groans; 

Of  joy  reftor'd  to  broken  bones  ; 

Of  grace  divine  to  gracelefs  preys, 

And  glory  to  the  vile  and  bafe  : 

Of  living  water  pure,  that  teems 

On  fainting  fouls  refrefhing  dreams  ; 

Of  gen'rous  wine  to  chear  the  ftrong, 

And  milk  to  feed  the  tender  young : 

Of faving faith  to  faithlefs  ones; 

Of fofVning  grace  to  flinty  (tones  \ 

Of  par den  to  a  guilty  crew, 

And  mercy  free,  where  wrath  was  due. 

Good  news  of  welcome  kind  to  all, 

That  come  to  Jefus  at  his  call  ; 

Yea,  news  of  drawing pow'r,  when  fcant, 

To  thofe  that  fain  woulu  cc  me,  and  can't. 

Glad  news  of  rich  myiterious  grace, 

And  mercy  meeting  ev'ry  cafe  ; 

Of  Jlore im menfe  all  voids  to  till, 

hr\dj)ee  to  who foever  will; 

Of  Chrtfl  exaludas  a  Prince, 

Pardons  U  give  and  penitence  ; 

v  3 
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Of  grace  o'ercoming  ftubborn  wills, 
And  leaping  over  Bether  hills. 

Faith  comes  by  hearing  thefe  reports  ; 
Straight  to  the  court  of  grace  reforts, 
And  free  of  mercenary  thought, 
Gets  royal  bounty  all  for  nought. 

Faith's  wing  within  the  clammy  fea 
Of  legal  merit  cannot  fly  ; 
But  mounting  mercy's  air  apace, 
Soars  in  the  element  of  gracq. 

But  as  free  love  the  bleffing  gives 
To  him  that  works  not>  but  believes  ,< 
So  faith,  once  reaching  its  defire, 
Works  hard  by  love,  hut  not  for  hirec 

CHAP.    IIL 

The  Believer's  Principles   concern- 
ing Jujlification  and  Santlification,  their 

Difference  and  Harmony. 

x 

S  E  C  T.    I. 

The  Difference  between  Juftificatton  dW^Sanctificationi 
or  righteoufnefs  imputed  and  grace  imparted  ;  in  up- 
wards of  thirty  particulars  #. 

KIND  Jefus  fpent  his  life  tofpin 
My  robe  of  perfect  righteoufnefs  \ 
But  by  his  Spirifs  work  within 
He  forms  my  gracious  holy  drefs. 

*  Note,  That  (metrr  caufa)  Justification  is  here  fometimes  exprejfcd  by 
the  'words,  imputed  grace,  juftifying  grace,  righteoufnefs,  &c.  |J 
Sanclijication  by  the  names,  imparted  grace,  grace,  graces,  hplinefsj 
fan&ity,  &C.  which  the  judicious  ivill  eafily  underjland. 
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He  as  a  Priejl  me  juilifies, 

His  blood  does  roaring  confcience  ftill  \ 
But  as  a  King  he  fanctifies, 

And  fubjugates  my  ftubborn  wilU 
He  juftifying  by  his  merit, 

Imputes  to  me  his  righteoufnefs  5 
But  fan£tifying  hy  his  Spirit, 

Infafes  in  me  faring  grace. 

My  juftifying  righteoufnefs 
Can  merit  by  condignity  \ 

But  nothing  with  my  itrongeft  grace 
Can  be  deferv'd  by  naughty  me. 

This  juftifying  favour  fets 

The  guilt  of  all  my  fin  remote ; 
But  fan£kifying  grace  delates 

The  jittb  and  blacknefs  of  its  blot, 

By  virtue  of  this  righteoufnefs 

Sin  can't  condemn  nor  juftly  brand  : 
By  virtue  of  infufed  grace 

Anon  itceafes  to  command. 

The  righteoufnefs  which  I  enjoy, 

Sin's  damning  pow'r  will  wholly  ftay  j> 

And  grace  imparted  will  deftroy 
Its  ruling  domineering  fway. 

The  former  is  my  Judge's  ad 

Of  condonation  full  and  free  : 
The  latter  his  commencedy^, 

And  gradual  work  advanc'd  in  mc. 
The  former's  injlantanecusy 

The  moment  that  I  firft  believe : 
The  latter  is,  asHeav'n  allows, 

ProgreJJive  while  on  earth  I  live. 
The  firft  will  peace  to  confcience  give, 

The  laft  the  filthy  heart  will  clcanfe  . 
The  firft  effects  a  relative, 

The  laft  a  real  inward  change. 
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The  former  pardons  every ftn> 

And  counts  me  righteous,  free,  and  juft : 
The  latter  quickens  grace  within, 

And  mortifies  my  fin  and  luft. 

Imputed  grace  intitles  me 

Unto  eternal  happinefs; 
Imparted  grace  will  qualify 

That  heav'nly  kingdom  to  pofiefs. 

My  righteoufnefs  is  infinite, 

Both  fubje&ively  and  in  kind  ; 
My  holinefs  moil:  incomplete, 

And  daily  wavers  like  the  wind. 
So  lading  is  my  outer  drefs, 

It  never  wears  nor  waxes  old ; 
My  inner  garb  of  grace  decays 

And  fades,  if  Heav'n  do  not  uphold. 
My  righteoufnefs  and  pardon  is 

At  once  molt  perfect  and  complete  ; 
But  fanttity  admits  degrees^ 

Does  vary,  fluctuate  and  fleet. 
Hence  fix'd,  my  righteoufnefs  divine 

No  real  change  can  undergo ; 
But  all  my  graces  wax  and  wane, 

By  various  turnings  ebb  and  flow. 

Pm  by  the  fir  ft  as  righteous  now, 

As  e'er  hereafter  I  can  be  : 
The  laft  will  to  perfection  grow, 

Heav'n  only  is  the  full  degree. 
The  firft  is  equal,  wholly  giv'n, 

And  ftill  the  fame  in  ev'ry  faint : 
The  htt.  unequal  and  unev'n, 

While  fome  enjoy  what  others  want. 
My  righteoufnefs  divine  is  frefh, 

For  ever  pure  and  heavnTy  both  \ 
My  fanclity  is  partlyj%&, 

And  juftly  term'd  a  men/From  cloth,     , 
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My  righteoufnefs  1  magnify, 

'Tis  my  triumphant  lofty  flag; 
B'^t  pois'd  with  this,  my  fanctity 

Is  nothing  but  a  filthy  rag. 

I  glory  in  my  righteoufnefs, 

And  loud  extol  it  with  my  tongue  j 
But  all  my  grace,  compar'd  with  this* 

I  under- rate  as  lofs  and  dung. 
By  juftifying  grace  I'm  apt 

Of  divine  favour  free  to  boaft  \ 
By  holinefs  I'm  partly  (hap'd 

Into  his  image  I  had  loft. 

The  firft  to  divine  juftict  pays 

A  rent  to  dill  the  furious  ftorm  ; 
The  lad  to  divine  holinefs 

Inftru£ls  me  duly  to  conform. 
The  firft  does  quench  the  fiery  law, 

Its  rigid  covenant  fully  ftay  j 
The  laft  its  rule  embroider*  d  draw, 

To  deck  my  heart,  and  gild  my  way. 
Thzfubjecl  of  my  righteoufnefs 

Is  Chrift  himfelf  my  glorious  Head  \ 
But  I  the  fubjeft  am  of  grace, 

As  he  fupplies  my  daily  need. 
The  matter  of  the  former  too 

Is  only  Chrift's  obedience  dea*; 
But  lo,  his  helping  me  to  do 

Is  all  the  work  and  matter  here. 
I  on  my  righteoufnefs  rely 

For  HeavVs  acceptance  free,  and  win  \ 
But,  in  this  matter  muft  deny 

My  grace,  ev'n  as  I  do  my  fin. 
Though  all  my  graces  precious  are, 

Yea   perfect  alfo  in  defire  \ 
They  cannot  (land  before  the  bar 

Where  awful  juftice  is  umpire  : 
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But,  in  the  robe  that  Chrift  did  fpin, 
They  are  of  great  and  high  requeft  j 

They  have  acceptance  wrapt  within 
My  elder  Brother's  bloody  veft. 

My  righteoufnefs  proclaims  me  great 

And  fair  ev'n  in  xht  fight  oi  God, 
But  fancbity's  my  main  off-fet 

Before  the  gazing  world  abroad. 

More  juftify'd  I  cannot  be 

By  ail  my  moftjreligious  a£ts ; 
But  thele  increafe  my  fan&ity, 

That's  ftill  attended  with  defects. 

My  righteoufnefs  the  fafeft  ark 

*Midft  ev'ry  threat'ning  flood  will  bej 

My  graces  but  a  leaking  bark 
Upon  a  ftormy  raging  fea. 

I  fee  in  juftifying  grace 

God's  love  to  me  does  ardent  burn ; 
But  by  imparted holinefs 

I  grateful  love  for  love  return. 

My  righteoufnefs  is  that  which  draws 

My  thankful  heart  to  this  refpeft  % 
The  former  then  is  firft  the  caufe> 

The  latter  is  the  fweet  efifeff. 

Chrift  is  in  juftifying  me, 

By  name,  The  Lord  my  righteoufnefs  | 

But,  as  he  comes  to  fan£tify, 

The  Lord  myfirength  and  help  he  is* 

In  that  I  have  the  patient's  plac$ 

For  there  Jehovah's  a£l  is  all  ; 
But  in  the  other  I'm  through  grace 

An  agent  working  at  his  call. 

The  firfi  does flavifh  fear  forbid, 

For  there  his  wrath  revenging  ends^ 

The  la/}  commands  my  filial  dread, 
Fo?  here  paternal  ire  attends. 
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The  former  does   annul  my  wo, 

By  God's  judicial  fentence  part ; 
The  latter  makes  my  graces  grow, 

Faith,  love,  repentance,  and  the  reft. 

The  fint  does  divine  pard'ning  love 

Moft  freely  manifeit  to  me  ; 
The  laft  makes  (Tuning  graces  prove 

Mine  int'reft  in  the  pardon  free. 

My  foul  in  justifying  grace 

Does  full  and  free  acceptance  gain -9 
In  fanctity  I  Heav'nv/ard  prefs, 

By  fwtet  aJfiJJance  I  obtain. 

The  firlt  declares  I'm  free  of  debt, 

And  nothing  left  for  me  to  pay ; 
The  laft  makes  me  a  debtor  vet, 

But  helps  to  pay  it  ev'ry  day. 

My  righteoufnefs  with  wounds  and  blood 
Difcharg'd  both  law  and  juitice'  fcore  ; 

Hence  with  the  debt  of  gratitude 
I'll  charge  myfelf  for  evermore. 

SECT.     II. 

The  Harmony  between  Juilification  and  Sandlification. 

TE  who  me  decks  with  righteoufnefs, 
With  grace  will  alio  cluthe  ; 
Foi  glorious  Jefus  came  to  blefs 
By  blood  and  water  both. 

That  in  his  righteoufnefs  I  trud, 

My  fanctity  will  lhow  ; 
Though  graces  cannot  make  me  juft, 

They  Jbe%v  me  to  be  fo. 

All  thofe  who  freely  juilify'd 

Are  of  the  pardon'd  race, 
A   on  are  alfo  fand  if  yd 

And  purifyM  by  grace. 
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Where  juftice  (tern  doesjuftify, 

There  holinefs  is  clear'd  ; 
Heav'n's  equity  and  fan&ity. 

Can  never  be  fever'de 
Hence,  when  my  foul  with  pardon  deck'd, 

Perceives  no  divine  ire, 
Then  holinefs  1  do  affs£l 

With  paffionate  defire. 
His  juftifving  grace  is  fuch^ 

As  wafts  my  foul  to  heav'n  : 
I  cannot  choofe  but  love  him  much, 

Who  much  has  meforgiv'n. 
The  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  that  brings 

Re  million  in  his  rays, 
The  healing  in  his  golden  wings 

Gf  light  and  heat  conveys. 
Where-ever  Jefus  is  a  Prieft, 

There  will  he  be  a  King  ; 
He  that  affoils  from  fin's  arreft, 

Won't  tolerate  its  reign. 
The  title  of  a  precious  grace 

To  faith  may  juftly  fall, 
Becaufe  its  open  arms  embrace 

A  precious  Chrift  for  all. 
From  precious  faith  a  precious  ftrifc 

Of  precious  virtues  flow; 
A  precious  heart,  a  precious  life, 

And  precious  duties  too. 
Where-ever  faith  does  juftify, 

It  purifies  the  heart;  . 
The  pardon  and  the  purity 

Join  hands  and  never  part. 
The  happy  ftate  of  pardon  doth 

An  holy  life  infer : 
In  luhjeas  capable  of  both 

They  never  funder'd  were. 
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Yet  in  defence  of  truth  muft  we 

Diftindtly  view  the  twain : 
That  how  they  differ,  how  agree, 

We  may  in  truth  maintain. 
Two  natures  in  one  perfon  dwell, 

Which  no  divificn  know, 
In  our  renownM  Jinmanuel, 

Without  confufijn  too. 

Thofe  that  divide  them  grofsly  err, 

Though  yet  diitinct  they  be  : 
Thofe  who  confufton  hence  infer, 

Imagine  blufphemy. 

Thus  righteoufnefs  and  grace  we  muft 

Nor  funder  nor  confound  ; 
Elfe  holy  peace  to  us  is  loft, 

And  facrtdtruth  we  wound. 

While  we  their  proper  pi. ice  maintain, 

In  friendship  fweet  they  dweli ; 
But  or  to  pa- 1  or  blend  the  twain, 

Are  errors  hatch'd  in  hell. 
To  feparate  what  God  does  join, 

Is  wicked  and  profane  $ 
To  mix  and  mutilate  his  coin, 

Is  dair-nabie  and  vai:>. 

Though  plain  diitinclicn  muft  take  place  5 

Yet  no  divifion  here, 
Nor  d  irk  :onfufion,  elfe  the  grace 

Of  both  will  difaopear. 
Lo  !   errors  grofs  en  cv'ry  fide 

Confpire  to  hurt  and  wound  ; 
Antino  nifts  do  them  divide, 

And  legalifts  confound. 
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C  H  A  P.     IV. 

The  Believer's  Principles  con- 
cerning Faith  and  Senje. 

1 .  Of  Faith  and  Senfe  natural. 

2.  Of  Faith  and  Senje  fpirituah 

3.  The  Harmony  and  D  if  cord  between  Faith  and  Senfe. 

4.  The  Valour  and  Victories  of  Faith. 

5.  The  Heights  and  Depths  of  Senfe. 

6.  Faith  and  Frames  compared ;  or  Faith  building  upon 

Senfe  dij cove red* 

SECT.    I. 

Faith  and  Senfe  Natural^  compared  and  dijlingui/hed* 

YY7HEN  Abram's  body,  Sarah's  womb, 

**     Were  ripe  for  nothing  but  the  tomb, 
Exceeding  old,  and  wholly  dead, 
Unlike  to  bear  the  promis'd  feed ; 

Faith  faid,  I fh all  an  Ifaac  fee  ; 
Not  no j  faid  fenfe,  it  cannot  be  : 
Blind  reafon  to  augment  the  ftrife, 
Adds,  How. can  death  engender  life  ? 

My  heart  is  like  a  rotten  tomb, 
More  dead  than  ever  Sarah's  womb; 
O  !  can  the  promis'd  feed  of  grace 
Spring  forth  from  fuch  a  barren  place  ? 

Senfe  gazing  but  on  flinty  rocks, 
My  hope  and  expe&ation  chokes  : 
But  could  I,  fkili'd  in  Abram's  art, 
O'erlook  my  dead  and  barren  heart  \ 
And  build  my  hope  on  nothing  lefs 
Than  divine  pow'r  and  faithfulnefs  ; 
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Soon  would  I  find  him  raife  up  fons 
To  Abram,  out  of  rocks  and  (tones. 

Faith  acts  as  bufy  boatmen  do, 
-  Who  backward  look  and  forward  row ; 
It  looks  intent  to  things  unfeen, 
Thinks  objects  vifible  too  mean. 

Senfe  thinks  it  madnefs  thus  to  fleer, 
And  only  trufts  its  eye  and  ear ; 
Into  faith's  boat  dare  thruft  its  oar, 
And  put  it  further  from  the  fhore. 

Faith  does  alone  the  promife  eye  \ 
Senfe  won't  believe  unlefs  it  fee  ; 
Nor  can  it  truft  the  divine  guide, 
Unlefs  it  have  both  wind  and  tide* 

Faith  thinks  the  promife  fure  and  good  1 
Senfe  dorh  depend  on  likelihood; 
Faith  ev'n  in  (torms  believes  the  feers ; 
Senfe  calls  all  men,  evyn  prophets,  liars. 

Faith  ufes  means,  but  refts  on  none  ; 
Senfe  fails  when  outward  means  are  gone 
Trufts  more  on  probabilities, 
Than  all  the  divine  promifes. 

It  refts  upon  the  rufty  beam 
Of  outward  things  that  hopeful  feem  j 
Let  thefe  its  fupports  fink  or  ceafe, 
No  promife  then  can  yield  it  peace. 

True  faith  that's  of  a  divine  brood, 
Confults  not  bafe  with  flefh  and  blood  5 
But  carnal  fenfe,  which  ever  errs, 
With  carnal  reafon  (till  confers. 

What !  wont  my  difciples  believe 
That  I  am  rifen  from  the  grave  ? 
Why  will  they  pore  on  duft  and  death. 
And  overlook  my  quick'ning  breath  ? 

Why  dothe^y  flight  the  word  I  fpakc  ? 
\nd  rather  forry  counfel  take 
X 
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With  death,  and  with  a  powerful  grave j 
If  they  their  captive  can  relieve  ? 

Senfe  does  inquire  if  tombs  of  clay- 
Can  fend  their  guefts  alive  away  ; 
But  faith  will  hear  Jehovah's  word, 
Of  life  and  death  the  fov'reign  Lord. 
Should  I  give  ear  to  rotten  dull, 
Or  to  the  tumbs  confine  my  truft  ^ 
No  refurre£lion  can  I  fee, 
For  duft  that  flies  into  mine  eye. 

What  f  Thomas,  carft  thou  truft  fo  much 
To  me  as  to  thy  fight  and  touch  ? 
Won't  thou  believe  till  fenfe  be  guide, 
And  tLrufl  its 'hand  into  my  fide  i 

Where  is'thy  faith,  if  it  depends 
On  nothing  but  thy  finger-ends  ? 
But  blciVd  are  they  the  truth  vwho  feal 
By  faith,  yet  neither  fee  nor  feel. 

SE  C  T.    II. 

Faith  and  Senfe  Spirit  im  I y  compared'  and  difiingui/bed* 
Where  alfo  the  Difference  between  the  Ajfurance  of 
Fait hy  and  the  Ajfurance  of  Senfe. 

THE  certainty  of  faith  and  fenfe 
Wide  differ  in  experience  : 
Faith  builds  upon,  Thus  faith  the  Lord  ; 
Senfe  views  his  work,  and  not  his  word. 

God's- word  without  is  faith's  refort, 

His  work  within  doth  fenfe  fupport. 

By  faith  we  truft  him  without  *  pawns,     #  Pledges* 

By  fenfe  we  handle  with  our  hands. 

By  faith  the  word  of  truths  recqiv'd, 
By  fenfe  we  know  we  have  believed. 
Faith's  certain  by 'fiducial adts, 
Senfe  by  its  evidential  fa£ts. 
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Faith  credits  the  divine  report, 
Senfe  to  his  breathings  makes  refort : 
That  on  his  word  of  grace  will  hing, 
This  on  his  Spirit  ivitnejjing. 

By  faith  I  take  the  Lord  for  mine, 
By  fenfe  I  feel  his  love  divine  : 
By  that  I  touch  his  garment's  hem, 
By  this  find  virtue  thence  to  ftream. 

By  faith  I  have  mine  all  on  band, 
By  fenfe  I  have  fome  flock  in  hand : 
By  that  fome  vi/ion  is  begun, 
By  this  I  tome  fruition  win. 
My  faith  can  fend  ev'n  in  exile, 
Senfe  cannot  live  without  a  fmile. 
By  faith  I  to  his promife  fly, 
By  fenfe  I  in  his  bofom  lie. 

Faith  builds  upon  the  truth  of  God, 
That  lies  within  the  promife  broad  \ 
But  fenfe  upon  the  truth  of  grace 
His  hand  within  my  heart  did  place. 

Thus  Chrift's  the  ebjeft  faith  will  eye, 
And  faith's  the  objeel  fenfe  may  fee  : 
Faith  keeps  the  truth  of  God  in  view, 
While  fenfe  the  truth  of  faith  may  mew. 

Hence  faith's  affurance  firm  can  (land, 
"When  fenfe's  in  the  deep  may  ftrand  , 
And'faith's  perfuafion  full  prevail, 
When  comfortable  fenfe  may  fail. 

I  am  aflur'd  when  faith's  in  act, 
Though  fenfe  and  feeling  both  I  lack  : 
And  thus  myfterious  is  my  lot, 
I'm  oft  aflur'd  when  I  am  not  > 

Oft  piere'd  with  racking  doubts  and  fears  : 
Yet  faith  thefe  brambles  never  bears  j 
But  unbelief  that  cuts  my  breath, 
And  flops  the  language  of  my  faith* 
X  z 
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Clamours  of  unbelieving  fears, 
So  frequently  difturb  mine  ears, 
I  cannot  hear  what  faith  would  fav, 
Till  once  the  noify  clamours  ftay/ 
And  then  will  frefh  experience  find, 
When  faith  gets  leave  to  fpeak  its  mind. 
The  native  language  whereof  is, 
My  Lord  is  mine>  and  I  am  his* 

Sad  doublings  compafs  me  about, 
Yet  faith  itfeif  could  never  doubt  ;■ 
For,  as  the  facred  volume  faith, 
Much  doubting  argues  little  faith. 

The  doubts  and  fears  that  work  my  grief, 
Flow  not  from  faith,  but  unbelief  \ 
-  For  faith,  whene'er  it  atteth,  cures 
The  plague  of  doubts,  and  me  affures. 

But  when  mine  eye  of  faith's  afleep, 
I  dream  of  drowning  in  the  deep  r 
But  as  befals  the  fleeping  eye, 
Though  fight  remain,  it  cannot  fee* 

The  feeing  faculty  abides,   - 
Though  fieep  from  a£live  feeing  hides : 
So  faith's  alluring  pow'rs  endure 
Ev'n  when  it  ceafes  to  affure. 

There's  ft  ill ■perfuafion  in  my  faith, 
Ev'n  when  I'm  fill'd  with  fears  of  wrath  5 
The  trufting  habit  Hill  remains,,  - 
Though  flumbers  hold  the  aft  in  chains. 

The  alluring  faculty  it  keeps, 
Ev'n  when  its  eye  in  darknefs  fleeps, 
Wrapt  up  in  doubts  \  but  when  it  wakes,. 
It  roufes  upafluring  acts* 
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SECT.     III. 

The  Harmony  and  D  if  cord  between  Faith  and  Senfe ;  how 
they  help}  and  how  they  mar  each  other.. 

THOUGH  gallant  faith  can  keep  the  field 
When  cow'rdly  fenfe  will  fly  or  yield  : 
\7et  while  I  view  their  ufual  path, 
Senfe  often  (lands  and  falls  with  faith. 

Faith  ufhers  in  fweet  peace  and  joy, 
Which  further  heartens  faith's  employ: 
Faith  like  the  head,  and  fenfe  the  heart, 
Do  mutual  vigour  frefh  impart. 

When  lively  faith  and  feeling  fweet, 
Live  deareit  darlings,  kindly  meet, 
They  ftraight  each  other  help  and  hug 
In  loving  friendfhip  clofe  and  fnug. 

Faith  gives  to  fenfe  both  life  and  breath, 
And  fenfe  gives  joy  and  ftrength  to  faith  j 
-"  O  now,  fays  faith,  how  fond  dc  I 
u  In  fenfe's  glowing  bofom  lie  I" 

Their  mutual  kindnefs  then  is  fuch, 
That  oft  they  doting  too  too  much, 
^Embrace  each  other  out  of  breath  ; 
As  JEfop  hugg'd  his  child  to  death. 

Faith  leaping  into  fenfe's  arms, 
Allur'd  with  her  bewitching  charms, 
In  hugging  thefe,  lets  rafhly  flip 
The  proper  object  of  its  gripe. 

Which  being  loft,  behold  the  thrall ! 
Anon  faith  lofes  fenfe  and  all ; 
Thus  unawares  cuts  fenfe's  breath, 
While  fenfe  trips  up  the  heels  of  faith. 

Her  charms  afluming  J'tfus1  place, 

While  faith's  lulTd  in  her  loft  embrace  5 

X    1 
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Lo!  foon  in  dying  pleafures  wrapt, 
Its  living  joy  away  is  fnapt. 

SECT.    IV. 

Tie  Valour  and  ViBories  of  Faith* 

» Y  faith  I  unfeen  Being  fee 
Forth  lower  beings  call, 
And  fay  to  nothing,  Let  it  be, 
And  nothing  hatches  all. 

By  faith  I  know  the  worlds  were  made 

By  God's  great  word  of  might ; 
How  foon,  Let  there  be  light ,  he  faid, 

That  moment  there  was  light. 

By  faith  I  foar  and  force  my  flight, 

Through  all  the  clouds  of  fenfe  \ 
I  fee  tjie  glories  put  of  fight. 

With  brighter!  evidence. 

By  faith  I  mount  the  azure  fky, 

And  from  the  lofty  fphere, 
The  earth  a  little  mote  efpy, 

Unworthy  of  my  care. 

By  faith  I  fee  the  unfeen  things. 

Hid  from  all  mortal  eyes ; 
Proud  reafon  (Iretching  all  its  wings, 

Beneath  me  flutt'ring  lies. 

By  faith  I  build  my  lafting  hope 

On  righteoufnefs  divine  •, 
Nor  can  I  fink  with  fuch  a  prop, 

Whatever  ftorms  combine, 

'  By  faith  my  works,  my  righteoufnefs^ 
And  duties  all  I  own 
But  lofs  and  dung  ;   and  lay  my  ftrefs 
On  what  my  Lord  has  done. 
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By  faith  I  overcome  the  world, 

And  ail  its  hurtful  charms  ; 
Fm  in  the  heav'nly  chariot  hurl'd 

Through  all  oppofing  harms. 

By  faith  I  have  a  conquering  pow'r 
%      To  tread  upon  my  toes, 
To  triumph  in  a  dying  hour, 
And  banith  all  my  woes. 

By  faith  in  midft  of  wrongs  I'm  right, 

In  fad  decays  I  thrive  ; 
In  weaknefs  I  am  ftrong  in  might, 

In  death  I  am  alive. 

By  faith  I  ftand  when  deep  I  faU, 

In  darknefs  1  have  light ; 
Nor  dare  I  doubt  and  queftion  all 

When  all  is  out  of  fight. 

By  faith  I  truft  a  pardon  free, 

Which  puzzles  flefh  and  blood  ; 
To  think  that  God  can  juftify, 

Where  yet  he  fees  no  good. 

By  faith  I  keep  my  Lord's  commands, 

To  verify  my  truft ; 
I  purify  my  heart  and  hands, 

And  mortify  my  lult. 

By  faith  my  melting  foul  repents, 

When  pierced  Chritl  appears; 
My  heart  in  grateful  praifes  vents, 

Mine  eyes  in  joyful  tears. 
By  faith  I  can  the  mountains  vaft 

Of  fin  and  guilt  remove; 
And  chem  into  the  ocean  caft, 

The  fea  of  blood  and  love. 

By  faith  I  fee  Jehovah  high 

Upon  a  throne  of  grace  ; 
I  fee  him  lay  his  vengeance  by, 

And  fmile  in  Jtfus7  face 
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By  faith  I  hope  to  fee  the  Sun, 

The  light  of  grace  that  lent  j 
His  ever lafting  circles  run, 

In  glory's  firmament. 

By  faith  Fm  more  than  conqueror, 

Ev'n  though  I  nothing  can 
Becaufe  I  fet  Jehovah's  pow'r 

Before  me  in  the  van. 

By  faith  I  counter  plot  my  foes, 

Nor  need  their  ambufh  fearj 
Becaufe  my  life-guard  alfo  goes 

Behind  me  in  the  rear. 

By  faith  I  walk,  I  run,  I  fly, 

By  faith  I  fuffer  thrall ; 
By  faith  I'm  fit  to  live  and  die, 

By  faith  I  can  do  all. 

SECT.    V. 

The  Heights  and  Depths  of  Senfe. 

rH£N  Heav'n  me  grants,  at  certain  times* 
Amidft  a  pow'rful  gale, 
Sweet  liberty  to  moan  my  crimes, 
And  wand'rings  to  bewail  y 

Then  do  I  dream  my  finful  brood, 

Drowird  in  the  ocean  main 
Of  cryftal  tears  and  crimfon  blood, 

Will  never  live  again. 
1  get  my  foes  beneath  my  feet, 

I  bruife  the  terpen t'a  head  ; 
I  hope  the  vift'ry  is  complete, 

And  all  my  lufts  are  dead. 

How  gladly  do  I  think  and  faVj, 

When  thus  it  is  with  me, 
Sin  to  my  fenfe  is  clean  a  way , 

And  fo  ihall  ever  be. 
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But,  ah!  alas!  th'enfuing  hour 

My  lufts  arife  and  fwell, 
They  rage  and  reinforce  their  pow'r, 

With  new  recruits  from  hell. 

Though  I  refolv'd  and  fwore,  through  grace, 

In  very  folemn  terms, 
I  never  mould  my  lufts  embrace, 

Nor  yield  unto  their  charms ; 

Yet  fuch  deceitful  friends  they  are* 

While  I  no  danger  dream, 
I'm  fnar'd  before  I  am  aware, 

And  hurry'd  down  the  dream. 

Into  the  gulph  of  fin  anon, 

I'm  plunged  head  and  ears; 
Grace  to  my  fenfe  is  wholly  gone, 

And  I  am  chain'd  in  fears  ; 

Till  ftraight  my  Lord  with  fweet  furprife 

Returns  to  loofe  my  bands, 
With  kind  companion  in  his  eyes, 

And  pardon  in  his  hands 

Yet  thus  my  life  is  nothing  elfe 

But  heav'n  and  hell  by  turns  ; 
My  foul,  that  now  in  Gofhen  dwells, 

Anon  in  Egypt  mourns. 


SECT.    VI. 


Faith  and  Fr units  compared ;  cr9  Faith  building  upcn 
Setife  dif covered. 


FAITH  has  for  its  foundation  broad 
A  liable  rock  on  which  I  (land, 
The  truth  and  faithfulnefs  of  God, 
All  other  grounds  are  finking  fand, 
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My  frames  and  feelings  ebb  and  flow ; 

And  when  my  faith  depends  on  them, 
It  fleets  and  daggers  to  and  fro, 

And  dies  amidft  the  dying  frame. 

That  faith  is  furely  moft  unday'd, 

Its  daggering  can't  be  counted  drange, 

That  builds  its  hope  of  lading  aid 

On  things  that  every  moment  change. 

But  could  my  faith  lay  all  its  load 

On  Jefus'  everlading  name, 
Upon  the  righteoufnefs  of  God, 

And  divine  truth  that's  (till  the  fame : 

Could  I  believe  what  God  has  fpoke, 

Relv  on  his  unchanging  love,  . 
And  eeafe  to  grafp  at  fleeting  fmoke, 

No  changes  would  my  mountain  move* 

But  when,  how  foon  the  frame's  away, 

And  comfortable  failings  fail; 
So  foon  my  faith  falls  in  decay; 

And  unbelieving  doubts  prevail: 

This  proves  the  charge  of  latent  ^ice, 
And  plain  my  faith's  defers  may  fhow ; 

Ihuilt  the  houfe  on  thawing  ice, 
That  tumbles  with  the  melting  fnow. 

When  divine  fmiles  in  fight  appear, 

And  I  enjoy  the  heav'nly  gale  ; 
When  wind  and  tide  and  all  is  fair, 

I  dream  my  faith  fhall  never  fail : 

My  heart  with  falfe  conclufions  draw, 
That  drong  my  mountain  fhall  remain  $ 

That  in  my  faith  there  is  no  flaw, 
I       I'll  never  never  doubt  again, 

I  think  the  only  red  I  take, 

Is  God's  unfading  word  and  name ; 

And  fancy  not  my  faith  fo  weak, 
As  e'er  to  truft  a  fading  frame* 
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But,  ah  !  by  fudden  turns  I  fee 

My  lying  heart's  fallacious  guilt, 
And  that  my  faith,  not  firm  in  me, 

On  finking  fand  was  partly  buiit : 

For,  lo  !  when  warming  beams  are  gone, 

And  fhadows  fall  ;  alas,  'tis  odd, 
I  cannot  wait  the  rifing  Sun, 

I  cannot  truft  a  hiding  God* 

So  much  my  faith's  affiance  feems 

Its  life  from  fading  jcyo  to  bring, 
That  when  I  lofe  the  dying  dreams, 

I  cannot  truft  the  living  ipnug. 

When  drops  of  comfort  quickly  dry'd, 

And  fenfible  enjoyments  fail: 
When  cheering  apples  are  deny'd, 

Then  doubts  initead  of  faith  prevail. 

But  why,  though  fruit  be  fnatch'd  from  me, 

Should  I  diftruft  the  glorious  Root  \ 
And  ftiil  affront  the  (landing  Tree, 

By  trailing  more  to  falling  fruit? 
The  fmalleft  trials  may  evince 

My  faith  unfit  to  (land  the  fliock, 
That  more  depends  on  fleeting  fenfe, 

Than  on  the  fix'd  eternal  rock. 

The  fafeft  ark  when  floods  arife, 

Is  ftable  truth  that  changes  not : 
JIow  weak's  my  faith,  that  more  relies 

On  feeble  fenfe's  floating  boat  ? 

For  when  the  fleeting  frame  is  gone, 

I  ftraight  my  ftate  in  queftion  call ; 
I  droop  and  fink  in  deeps  anon, 

As  if  my  frame  were  all  in  all. 

But  though  I  mifs  the  pleafing  gale, 

And  Heav'n  withdraw  the  charming  glance  \ 

Unlefs  Jehovah's  oath  can  fail, 
My  faith  may  keep  it  countenance. 
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The  frame  of  nature  fliall  decay, 

Time-changes  break  her  ruity  chains; 

Yea,  heav'n  and  earth  fhall  pafs  away ; 
But  faith's  foundation  firm  remains  * 

HeavVs  promlfes  fo  fix'dly  ftand, 

Ingrav'd  with  an  immortal  pen, 
In  great  Immanuel's  mighty  hand, 

All  helPs  attempts  to  raze  are  vain. 

Did  faith  with  none  but  truth  advife, 
My  fteady  foul  would  moye  no  more, 

Than  ftable  hills  when  tempefts  rife, 
Or  folid  rocks  when  billows  roar. 

But  when  my  faith  the  counfel  hears 

Of  prefent  fenfe  and  reafon  blind, 
My  wav'ring  fpirit  then  appears 

A  feather  tofs'd  with  ev'ry  wind. 

Lame  legs  of  faith  unequal  crook  : 

Thus  mine,  alas!  unev?nTy  ftand, 
Elfe  I  would  truft  my  ftable  Rock, 

Not  fading  frames  and  feeble  fand. 

I  would  when  dying  comforts  fly, 
As  much  as  when  they  prefent  were, 

TJpon  my  living  joy  rely. 

Help,  Lord,  for  here  I  daily  err. 

C  H  A  P.     V? 

The  Believer's  Principles  con- 
cerning Hcaum  and  Earth. 

SECT.    I. 

The  Work  and  Contention  of  Heaven* 


IN  heav'nly  choirs  a  queflion  rofe 
**  That  ftirr'd  up  ftrife  will  never 


up  ftrife  will  never  clofei 
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What  rank  of  all  the  ranfom'd  race 
Owes  higheft  praife  to  fov'reign  grace  ? 

Babes  thither  caught  from  womb  and  breaft, 
Claim'd  right  to  fing  above  the  reft ; 
Becaufe  they  found  the  happy  more 
They  never  faw  nor  fought  before. 

Thofe  that  arrive  at  riper  age 
Before  they  left  the  dulky  ftage, 
Thought  grace  dcferv'd  yet  higher  praife, 
That  wafh'd  the  blots  of  num'rous  days. 

Anon  the  war  more  clofe  began, 
What  praifmgharp  fhould  lead  the  van  ? 
And  which  of  grace's  heavenly  peers 
Was  deepeft  run  in  her  arrears? 

u  'Tis  I  (faid  one),  'bove  all  my  race, 

lf  Am  debtor  chief  to  glorious  grace/5 

"  Nay,  (faid  another),  hark,  I  trow, 

"  Fm  more  oblig'dto  grace  than  you." 

11  Stay,  (faid  a  third,)  I  deepeft  fhare 

"  In  owing  praife  beyond  compare  : 

%i  The  chief  of  finners,  you'll  allow, 

•'<  Muft  be  the  chief  of  fingers  now,'7 

M  Hold,  (faid  a  fourth,)  I  liere  protefl 
M  My  praifes  muft  outvie  the  beft; 
"  For  I'm  of  all  the  human  race 
"  The  higheft  miracle  of  grace." 

il  Stop,  (faid  a  fifrh,)  thefe  notes  forbear, 
H  Lo,  I'm  the  greateft  wonder  here  j 
M  For  I  of  all  the  race  that  fell, 
u  Deferv'd  the  loweft  place  in  hell." 

A  foul  that  higher  yetafpir'd, 

With,  equal  love  to  jeius  fiv'd, 

"  'Tis  mine  to  fmg  the  higheft  notes 

"  To  love,  that  waih'd  the  fouleft  blots." 

<c  Ho,  (cry'd  a  mate),  'tis  mine  I'll  prove. 

11  Who  finn'd  in  fpite  of  light  and  love, 
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¥  To  found  his  praife  with  loudeft  bell, 
c<  That  fav'd  me  from  the  lowed  hell." 

""Cpme^come,  (faid  one),  Til  hold  the  plea, 

u  That  higheft  praife  is  due  by  me  \ 

"  For  mine,,  of  all  the  fav'd  by  grace, 

"  Was  the  molt  dreadful,  defp'rate  cafe."    > 

Another  rifing  at  his  fide, 

As  fond  of  praife,  and  free  of  pride, 

Cry'd,  "  Pray  give  place,  for  I  defy, 

"  That  you  fliould  owe  more  praife  than  Ix 

"  I'll  yield  to  none  in  this  debate  j 

"  I'm  run  fo  deep  in  graced  debt, 

"  That  fure  I  am,  I  boldly  can 

"  Compare  with  all  the  heav'nly  clan." 

Quick  o'er  their  heads  a  trump  awoke, 
"   Your  fongs  my  very  heart  have  fpoke-, 
"  But  ev'ry  note  you  here  propale, 
¥  Belongs  to  me  beyond  you  all." 

The  lift'ning  millions  round  about 
With  fweet  refentment  loudly  fliout ; 
€i  What  voice  is  this,  comparing  notes, 
rt  That  to  their  ibng  chief  place  allots •? 

t(  We  can't  allow  of  fuch  a  found, 

u  That  you  alone  have  higheft  ground 

"  To  fiftg  the  royalties  of  grace  ; 

"  We  claim  the  fame  adoring  place.'- 

What !  will  no  rival-frnger  yield 
He  has  a  match  upon  the  field  ? 
*f  Come,  then,  and  let  11s  all  agree 
•**  To  praife  upon  the  higheft  key.'* 

Then  jointly  allthe  harpers  round 
In  mind  unite  with  folemn  found, 
And  ftrokes  upon  the  higheft  ftring, 
Made  all  the  heav'nly  arches  ring  ; 

Ring  loud  with  hallelujah's  high, 
To  him  that  fent  his  Son  to  die ; 
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And  to  the  worthy  Lamb  of  God, 
That  lovd  and  wajlfJ  them  in  his  blood. 

Free  grace  was  fov'reign  emprefs  crown'd 
In  pcmp,  with  joyful  fhouts  around  : 
Affifling  angels  clappM  their  wings, 
And  founded  grace  on  all  their  ltrings- 

The  emulation  round  the  throne 
Madeproflrate  hofts  ^whoev'ry  one 
The  humbleft  place  their  right  avow) 
Strive  ivko  Jliould  give  the  loivrjl  boiv. 

The  next  contention  without  vice 
Among  the  birds  of  paradife, 
Made  every  glorious  warbling  throat 
Strive  ivho  Jhould  raife  the  highefl  note. 

Thus  in  fweet  holy  humble  ftrife, 
Along  their  endtefs,  joyful  life 
Of  jefus  all  the  harptrs  rove, 
And  fmg  the  wonders  of  his  love. 

Their  difcord  makes  them  all  unite 
In  raptures  moft  divinely  fweet ; 
So  great  the  fong,  fo  grave  the  bafe, 
Melodious  mufic  fills  the  place. 


SECT.     II. 

Earth  defpicabky  Heaven  deft r able. 

1  ^Here's  nothing  round  the  fpacious  eartfi 
To  fuit  my  vait  defirej 
To  more  refin'd  and  folid  mirth 

My  bouiutlefs  thought  afpires. 
Fain  leave  tins  mournful  place, 

This  mufic  dull,  where  none 

Butheav    notes  have  any  grace, 

And  mirth  accems  the  moan. 
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Where  trouble  tread  upon  reliefs, 

New  woes  with  older  blend; 
Where  rolling  florms  and  circling  griefs 

Run  round  without  an  end  : 

Where  waters  wreftling  with  the  ftones, 

Do  fight  themfelves  to  foam, 
And  hollow  clouds  with  thundering  groans 

Difcharge  their  pregnant  womb  : 

Where  eagles  mounting  meet  with  rubs 

That  dafh  them  from  the  fky  ; 
And  cedars  >  fhrinking  into  fhrubs, 

In  ruin  proftrate  lie : 

Where,  fin  the  author  of  turmoils, 

The  caufe  of  death  and  hell, 
The  one  thing  foul  that  all  things  foils* 

Does  mod  befriended  dwelh 

The  purchafer  of  night  and  woe, 

The  forfeiture  of  day,    < 
The  debt  that  ev'ry  man  did  owe, 

But  only  God  could  pay. 

Bewitching  ill,  indorsed  with  Lope, 

S  ubferibed  with  defpair : 
Ugly  in  death  when  eyes  are  ope, 

Though  life  may  paint  it  fair* 

Small  wonder  that  I  droop  alone 

In  fuch  a  doleful  place : 
When  lo?  my  deareft  friend  is  gone 

My  father  hides  his  face. 

And  though  in  words  I  feem  to  fhow 

The  fawning  poet's  ftile, 
Yet  is  my  plaint  no  feigned  woe; 

I  languish  in  exile. 

I  long  to  ihare  the  happinefs 

Of  that  triumphant  throng, 
That  fwim  in  feas  of  boundlefs  blife 

Eternity  along* 
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When  but  in  drops  here  by  the  way 

Free  love  diftils  itfelf, 
I  pour  contempt  on  hills  of  prey, 

And  heaps  of  worldly  pelf. 

To  be  amidft  my  little  joys, 

Thrones,  fceptres,  crowns,  and  kings, 

Are  nothing  elfe  but  little  toys, 
And  defpicable  things. 

Down  withdifdain  earth's  pomp  I  thruft, 

Bid  tempting  wealth  away  : 
Heavn  is  not  made  of  yellow  diift^ 

Nor  blijs  of  glittering  clay. . 

Sweet  was  the  hour  I  freedorrufelt 

To  call  my  Jefus  mine  ; 
To  fee  his  fmiling  face,  and  melt 

In  pleafures  all  divine. 

Let  fools  an  heav'n  of  (hades  purfue, 

But  I  for  fubftance  am  : 
The  heaven  I  feek  is  Ukenefs  to% 

And  vifion  of  the  Lamb  : 

The  worthy  Lamb  with  glory  crownM 

In  his  auguft  abode ; 
Inthron'd  fublime,  and  deck'd  around 

With  all  the  pomp  of  God. 

I  long  to  join  the  faints  above, 

Who,  crown'd  with  glorious  bays, 
Through  radiant  files  of  angels  move, 

And  rival  them  in  praife  : 

In  praife  to  J  AH,  the  God  of  love, 
.    The  fair  incarnate  Son, 
The  holy  co-eternal  Dove, 

The  good,  the  great  Three-one. 
In  hope  to  fing  without  a  fob, 

The  anthem  ever  new, 
I  gladly  bid  the  dufty  globe, 

And  vain  delights,  Adieu. 
Y 


The  following  POEM,  the  fecond  part  of  which  was 
wrote  by  Mr.  Erskine,  is  here  inferted,  as  a  pro- 
per* fubjeft  of  Meditation  to  fmokers  of  Tobacco. 

S  M  O  K I  N  G   Spiritualized, 

IN    TWO    PARTS. 

The  fir  ft  Part  being  an  old  Meditation  upon 
fmoking  Tobacco  5  the  fecond  a  new  Addition 
to  it,  or  Improvement  of  it. 

PART    I, 

HPHIS  Indian  weed  now  wither'cf  quite, 
•*•        Though  green  at  noon,  cut  down  at  night, 
Shows  thy  decay ; 
Allflefli  is  Kay. 
Thus  think,  and  fmoke  tobacco* 

The  pipe,  fo  lily-like  and  weak, 
Dbes  thus  thy  mortal  ft  ate  befpeak. 
Thou  art  ev'n  fuch, 
Gone  with  a  touch. 
Thus  think,  and  fmoke  tobaeco, 

And  when  the  fmoke  afcends  on  high, 
Then  thou  behold'ft  the  vanity 

Of  worldly  fluff, 

Gone  with  a  puff. 
Thus  think,  and  fmoke  tobacco. 

And  when  the  pipe  grows  foul  within, 
Think  on  thy  foul  deftl'd  with  fin  ; 

For  then  the  fire 

It  does  require. 
Thus  think,  and  fmoke  tobacco. 

And  feed  the  afhes  caft  away  ; 
Then  to  thyfelf  thou  mayeft  fay, 

That  to  the  duft 

Return  thou  muft. 
Thus  think,  and  fmoke  tobacco* 


